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Abstract ‘

Abstract

Fierce changes, not only in the economy and politics, but also in
the marriage and family, were founded in the early days of PRC.
Changes in the marriage and family in north China, which made their
first presence in the Late Qing Dynasty, were not in balance in the
early days of PRC owing to the uneven development of its social,
economy and culture. Liberal and ignorant practices in marriage and
family coexist in the rural and urban areas in north China.

As one of the strategic goals of our national industrialization in
the early days of PRC which was different form the western countries,
changes in the marriage and family were driven by the government for
the implementation of our national industrialization. Industrialization
and changes in marriage and family were go hand in hand, and the
state was shared between the two propeller. Changes in this area
highlighted in the concept of marriage and family, the form of
marriage’s establishment and family relations and so on. The rich
human resources by the released female satisfied the great demand of
our national industrialization.

Our national promotion of the changes in the marriage and family
was mainly through the implementation of the first marriage law of
PRC in 1950, which imported the basic principles of the marriage law

in Soviet Union and some marriage legislations in the years of the
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revolutionary war. Through the national great popularizing and
promotion of the marriage law, though immature, a new relationship
in the marriage and family, especially the right of the female, was
effectively protected. However, it was undeniable that though some
advancement was made, the right of the female failed to achieve the
natioanl anticipation because of the influences of some traditional
customs. The implementation of this law indirectly reflected that
judicial practices in the early days of PRC still needed the strong help
of the government power, and the folk consuetudinary law was still one
of the judgement standars to which the judge who also took the
political reasons into consideration naturally conformed in the cases.
Lots of bad customs in marriage were removed, but the remains
of others showed that the national power, however strong, also had
difficulties in interfering some privates or that some customs in the
marriage and family were independent of human’ s will. With the
great efforts of the government, freedom of marriage was made. Some
bad customs in marriage, such as bigamy, early marriage, and
mercenary marriage and so on, were curbed. The new relationship was
set up and the right to marriage freedom for the female was given
unprecedented attention. However, for the more social problems
caused by the extraordinarily high rate of divorce and the social
against divorce, the government had to change the related policies in
the late 1950s to limit the right to divorce and to make the marriage
and family stable. The cadres played key roles in the push of changes
in the marriage and family. Their marriage problems on one hand were
their reasonable pursuing, on the other hand threatened the legitimacy
of the power of Chinese Communist Party, so they are both the

promoters and the beneficiaries in the changes.
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The breeding of the problems about the marriage and family was
not completely prevented, though by the strong political power and
law, as well as the movements of implementation of the marriage law.
Of all the questions, suiside of the female due to their marriage or
family was the worst. As a social phenomenon, suicide is unavoidable
in human society. The social significance of these phenomenons in the
early days of PRC were given different explanations which made the
problem more complicated. In the early days of PRC, the problem of
the suiside of the female was caused by two reasons. On one hand,
their legal rights, affected by the traditional social ethics, were not
well guaranteed; on the other hand, the government interfered
excessively the marriage or family. Changes in the marriage and family
characterized by clear political intentions and protected by the laws
were always the causes of women suiside when the government didnt
protect them any more.

In summary, under the goal of the changes in marriage and
family which pursued the family harmony and the equality between
men and women, the status of women in PRC was further improved.
And women played very important roles in the construction of our
nation in the time of collectivization, at the same time, the situation
arouse another question, which was that it’s unfair for women that the
formal equality by the excessive pursue of equality between men and
women concealed the actual inequality. Changes in the marriage and
family were optionally leaded by the government. Through the
implementation and popularization of the marriage law, those changes
in marriage and family were achieved, the status of women was furthur
improved and their rights were also protected. All these provided very

important human resources for our national industrialization.
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Moreover, in the industrial society developed from an agricultural
society, family and social status of women no longer depended on the
progress of social, economic, cultural and other aspects, but on the

needs of national development strategies and models.
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