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Preface

Rationale for Book

This textbook is for Chinese students who have majored in English,
and who are now studying for their postgraduate degrees in the
field of English Language and Literature. The rationale for the
book is based on the assumption that though the students have
reached a general level of proficiency in English usage (both oral
and written), there is still a need for them to learn more advanced
skills and strategies for thinking and writing in English of a more
academic nature. Postgraduate students are required to write
course papers and dissertations which have to meet certain interna-
tionally accepted academic standards, both in form and quality of
language, not to mention content. Not all Chinese students are
aware of such standards, and this book is an attempt to guide them
to reach such standards in writing forms, and in the quality of their
language.

“Quality of language” implies much more than a high degree of
grammatical competence and idiomaticity. These two qualities are
fundamental to all good English writing. “Quality of language” im-
plies as well competence in the use of rhetorical devices, of con-
ciseness and preciseness in expression, of cohesion and coherence
between sentences and between paragraphs, and appropriateness in
tone and diction.

Apart from these, the students need to learn systematically
how to define, to serialize, to compare, to classify, to summarize
and to analyse in their presentation and discussion of ideas. These
strategies of writing involve thinking and writing on a higher cogni-
tive and rhetorical plane, and guided practice in these strategies is
needed before the students can use them flexibly and with confi-
dence in writing their academic papers.

It may be pertinent here to mention another, and often over-
looked, aspect of the thinking process involved in writing English
academic papers. That is that, for non-native speakers of English,
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writing in English requires them to think according to Western logic
and to use Western ways of presenting facts and ideas according to
Western conventions. In other words, writing in English involves
thinking in English , and not thinking in Chinese and using Chinese
conventions of presenting and expressing facts and ideas. There
sould be a “switching” of language codes in the students’ minds, in
that, when writing in Chinese, they should think in Chinese, and
when writing in English, they should “switch” to the English way.
There are cultural and linguistic differences between the Chinese
and English ways of thinking and of expression, and the use of one
should not affect the use of the other.

What is the English way? If students study the models careful-
ly, they will find that all the writers are very frank and direct in
expressing their views, and are individually responsible for what
they say. They quote authorities when necessary, but they do not
rely on authorities for their opinions. Their opinions are based on
their personal observations, experiences, and study. As such, their
essays are interesting, and often thought-provoking. In addition,
their trend of thought is tight and coherent. Every paragraph has
its own topic or topic sentence, and each sentence in the paragraph
adds something new to the topic. There is no repetition of facts or
ideas. Sentences are linked together coherently, and so are para-
graphs.

Above all, the voice of the writer is heard throughout the es-
say. Seldom are there vague statements like “As is known to all,”
“Everyone knows that ...,” or “It is a well-known fact that ....”
The writer is not afraid of speaking out his own opinion on an is-
sue, even though it might be arbitrary, even wrong, and open to
criticism. This attitude towards expressing one’s own opinion is en-
couraged in academic writing and discussion.

This does not mean, however, that the learning of the correct
skills and strategies, and the use of the right thinking process will
provide a formula for successful academic writing. There is no for-
mula for successful creative writing, academic or otherwise, only
guidelines. The search for ideas, and the logical presentation of
these ideas in clear, concise, coherent and effective language is a
highly individual matter, depending on the individual’s understand-
ing of the topic, and his / her own level of competence in the use
of the language. This textbook, therefore, offers instructions and
guidelines for advanced academic writing, but the final writing of a
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successful academic papar depends entirely on the individual
student’s intiative and motivation to learn, and diligence in prac-
tice.

Layout of Book

The book consists of three parts. PART I is a review of some
usage concepts to do with options in Diction and Syntax, in the
rhetorical use of punctuation, quotations and allusions, and in writ-
ing about imagery. PART II deals with the strategies of defining,
serializing, comparing, classifying, analysis, summarizing and
paraphrasing. Part III goes on to the writing of essays proper, with
the main focus on the Informative, Comparative, Analytical /
Critical, and the Argumentative essay, the types most often used in
academic writing. The models of writing chosen for reading and
analysis will be related to courses taken by students under the um-
brella term of English Language and Literature. Assignments for
writing practice will convey a range of options related to students’
specialities, a change from the usual general-topic-type assign-
ments. A number of Appendices then follow.

The different parts of the book may be taught one after the
other, or separately. Strict linear adherence is not necessary.
PART I, for example, may be skipped, in part or as a whole, de-
pending on the proficiency level of the students. Likewise with the
strategies in PART II, and so on. As such, the textbook might take
a year to complete, or a semester, depending on the circumstances.

As designed, the book is suitable for self-study for those who
can already use the English language with a fair degree of profi-
clency.
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