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De an Active Reader!

How Should I Read My Textbook? Reading your social studies book is
different than other reading you might do. Your textbook has a great
amount of information in it. It is an example of nonfiction writing—it
describes real-life events, people, ideas, and places.

Here are some reading strategies that will help you become an active text-
book reader. Choose the strategies that work best for you. If you have trou-
ble as you read your textbook, look back at these strategies for help.
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« think about the setting, or context, in which the word is used.

« check if prefixes such as un, non, or pre can help you break
down the word.

« look up the word’s definition in a dictionary or glossary.
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Reading Don'ts
Don’t...

© ignore how the textbook is
organized.

© allow yourself to be easily
distracted.

© hurry to finish the material.

Summarize : :
e Describe the main idea and how the details support it.

e Use your own words to explain what you have read.

! Assess

e What was the main idea?

e Did the text clearly support the main idea?

e Did you learn anything new from the material?

i i ion i ' t home? |
e Can you use this new information in other school sub]ects o? a SN
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