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A Brief Introduction

In this book, an intensive research is carried out into the
family background, life story, and literary works of Fu Xuan, a
great thinker, statesman,and ethicist, though not a philosopher, in
the time between the Wei and the Jin Dynasty,and a new conclu-
sion is drawn on his view regarding how to know people and to
form judgments of worldly affairs. His representative book, Mas-
ter Fu + The Part(in which basic principles fully discussed) clas-
sified under the category of the Eclectiss, deals exclusively with
“how to be a governer” written with a view to serving the political
aim of Sima who took the crown of the Wei Dynasty at the time.
As a man of letters, his literary achievements were made in the
Wei Dynasty. He was a writer in the Taikang Period of the West-
ern Jin Dynasty,and his criticisms on metaphisics of the Wei and
the Jin Dynasty as well as his views on academic research are
worth paying attention to. In this book,there are also careful ana-
lyses of the phenomenon that in Yang Quan’s Inherent Laws of
Things a number of ideas are taken from Master Fu, which are
minutely examined and distingquished from Fu’s ideas. Because
Yang Quan is an astronomer and philosopher, his ideas are very
different from those of Fu Xuan’s. To describe Yang’s life story,
and expound and prove his thoughts according to the incomplete
and fragmentary data available is, therefore, of new significance,
and constitutes a marked characteristic of this book.
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