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WORD FROM THE AUTHOR

Cataloging web design is a dangerous
business that starts with a few obvious
topics and soon leads to hundreds of
categories and thousands of samples.
This book represents two years of just
such methodical activity. Inspired by the
work of Steven Heller in his book Genius
Moves: 100 Icons of Graphic Design, |
searched for inspiration in modern web
design patterns by creating the website
Design Meltdown. The result of this
experiment exceeded my expectations.
The inspiration | found in these random
groupings snowballed into the book that
is before you today.

To say that it is a challenge to cre-
ate a current book about the web is

an enormous understatement. By the
time this book is published, countless
samples will have changed while others
will have disappeared completely. This
is to be expected. In fact, it is the web’s
continuous growth and change that
appeals to many web designers and
keeps the industry exciting. The irony of
such change is that it creates an endless
need for resources like this book.

| like to think of this book as a snap-
shot in time. It captures the web as it
exists in 2008, showcasing the very
best we have to offer at this time. The
inclusion of certain topics and the
exclusion of others reflects the status
of the industry and will hopefully serve

as a reference point in years to come. |
like to think that web design, like print
design, can be nostalgic, and that old
styles can return from the grave to find
new life. The industry has gotten to a
point where it is truly respected as a
legitimate platform for commerce, and
more interestingly, design. As a result,
the quality has improved immensely. |
hope we do not look back on this era’s
web design with disdain—as we some-
times do the earlier years of the Inter-
net—but instead appreciate the works
that have been created and allow them
to re-inspire us to shape the future.

—Patrick McNeil, July 2008
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SITES BY TYPE

BLOG

An entire book could be written on beau-
tiful blog design, so it seems absurd
to present only a few examples here.
Unfortunately, the scope of this particu-
lar book requires me to limit these exam-
ples to a few incredibly beautiful ones.
The biggest challenge for blog designers
is to create a fresh, new design that isn’t
stuck in a basic blog default template.
One design pattern that works well is
to highlight the most recent post on the
homepage so it stands out. A remark-
able example of this is North x East.
This beautifully crafted blog essentially
has the title of the most recent post
displayed prominently in the main ban-
ner. This is one of the most distinct and
effective implementations of this partic-
ular style. It appeals to repeat visitors
by making the most recent post easy to
find. Instead of facing the overwhelming
task of choosing from a list of interesting

titles, even new users are encouraged to
dig deeper on this site by starting with
the suggested post.

Another nice example of the high-
lighted post is on Veerle Pieters’s blog,
which displays the most recent post on
the left and a list of previous posts next
to it. A short excerpt, a date icon and a
large title all help to set the highlight-
ed post apart. Another nice feature of
this blog is that it focuses more on the
categories of the posts than the order
in which they were written. This topic-
oriented organization suits the site’s
content and readers. This is a subtle
distinction, but it is certainly different
from the default configuration of most
blogging engines.

Yet another example of this approach
is Eleven3. The primary brand of the site
takes up the majority of the screen when
the site initially loads. What follows is

standard blog content, except that, again,
the newest post is emphasized. This
unique approach meets the traditional
needs of a static sales-oriented site with
the fresh content of a thriving blog.

The final twist on this pattern is to
display the full content of the most
recent post. Design 2.0 does this. Users
can easily read the new content with-
out having to click past the homepage.
Interestingly, this minimal approach is
perfectly aligned with the overall mini-
mal style of the blog.

Ultimately, the goal of blog design is
to capture new visitors while rewarding
repeat users. Creating an easy-to-con-
sume design is a key piece of the puzzle.
Making a distinct and beautiful design is
certainly another. These samples have
done both.
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photographer Jesiis Rodriguez
Velasco.

his is the weblog of UC Berkeley
I professor, researcher, writer, and

Here you will find a veritable panoply of
literary, visual and aural diversions related
(or not) to academic pursuits, arcane (or
simply dusty) vagaries and very earnest but
most likely misguided contemporary

concerns.

It is a repository of ongoing research, a
forum for learned (and not so learned)
i anda trove of (possibly)
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worthless intellectual trinkets.

Some of the content is published in Spanish,
as most of my current research deals with
the fusty vicissitudes and curlicues of
medieval and modern literary texts and
traditions from that rich and complex
culture.

Feel free to peruse the archives and by all
means join in the discussion.
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About

m . luture bungee jumper and
hopeless shoe addict | call tis site
2 mutant child of erayons and
boredom, because tis is where |
combine my two favorite hobbies —
i and

Typo keywords & press enter

Categories

Random Entries

Random Links

PORTFOLIO EXTRAS SITE INFO CONTACT
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I've Been a Bad Blogger gy

I suck at blogging. | wrote only one entry 1ast month. and I failed 1o mention mat |
moved o anainer country iast week. To quote my friend in ner latest e-mail

I'm surprised you haven 't broadcast lo the world thal you're already in
Singapore! | mean. it's & freskin’ change of permanant residency!

Bag, Niki! In my defense, | nad every intention of posting a pre-fight entry ast
weekend, but as ey say. Ine best intentions are fraught with frenzied Iast-minute
packing

S0 now have | been? | won't say 'm nomesick, but | 4o miss many of he people and
things | leR benind. | miss my occasionally grumpy dad, my crazy and my
hyperactve dogs. | miss walching TV with my aunt Cecile. | miss hanging outwith my
aunt rene and her 500 cats. | miss having inane, three-hour-lang phone conversations
with Chrissa. | miss eating my morm's pasta

Bulinars o be expected. | nave a greatlife back home; of course | miss itt All things
considered, however, | think I've been adjusing very well. In tact I've aiready found
several mings 1o love aboul this country. Public transportalion s & dream here
compared 1o the dingy buses and annoying jeepneys of e Philippines. | can walk 1o
the supermarke! at midnight witout fear of being mugged. And have | mentioned how
insanely clean Singapore Is? Its so clean that here's anly one brand of aiconol-based
hand sanitizer avallable, and its vice as expensive as any of e many brands sold in
te Philippines.

I have a fesling that ine longer | stay the more I'll appreciate this country. Now if only |
can getmy family and friends 10 all move here, oo

Ch-ch-changes

Frionds

Last Friay | had dinner with and . my closest friends from high school
Chirissa and | hang out pretty often. bul we get together with Aggle so rarely that we
were quite excited 1o see her. | also mel Aggie's boyfriend. Ant. for the first ime, and he
shotwhat would became my new favorite photo of us:

Aggle, Chrissa and me. Photo snagged from

We talked until the mall closed. but it still wasn't enough. If's crazy how much we've all
changed since high school, from the way we look and dress 1o how we think and
approach life. Elaborating would probably make this a long-winded and mind-
numblngly boring post o 1l just say tat the (ast seven years has brought a lotof
positve changes 1o our lives

Snaakinn afcha 1 asked Ch

http://bottledsky.com

STILL BALLIN ~ lmcssomens

i CSS DESIGNED

Google Analytics Redesion

http://www.ashhaque.com/blog

http://www.quicksprout.com
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SITES BY TYPE

FORUM

Forum design can be difficult. A bal-
ance must be struck between the need
to be unique and the need to meet user
assumptions about how forums function.
Itis clearly a bad idea to disorient visitors
by changing the standard forum layout
too much. However, the forum will not
stand out in the default design and layout,
which is anything but beautiful. Some
forums need to stand out more than oth-
ers, but all forums need to be easy to
use. Most forum applications are loaded
with features that users don’t need or
understand. The designs selected for
this chapter have reduced the forum to
its most critical elements while managing
to produce beautiful sites.

Of these samples the Designs Advice
forum stands out the most. It sticks with
some of the traditional interface ele-
ments but still manages to brand the

system effectively. Most of the extra,
unneeded items have been removed.
This cleans up the site and makes the
wealth of information it contains far
easier to consume. The site successfully
balances the need for a unique brand
and a user-friendly format.

The price of success is more suc-
cess. How can an effective forum design
stand the test of time and thousands of
posts? What happens when it contains
so many posts that no human could ever
consume them all? This is precisely the
problem that Designers Talk faces. At
the time of this writing, this general
forum has over seventy thousand posts.
On top of this, it contains over twenty-
five different forums. The key to this
forum site’s success is how the design
cuts through the clutter by suggesting
a hierarchy of information. Instead of

presenting a ton of elements with the
same weight, the designers made the
important elements more noticeable.
Because of this, it is surprisingly easy
to scan the long list of forums to find one
of interest. Once inside a forum, the lay-
out is amazingly clean and easy to read.
Again, skimming for a topic of interest
couldn’t be easier. Together, reasonably
sized text and a bold color create the
user-friendly interface.

One of the biggest potential pitfalls of
any forum design is going with the default
skin. Most forums contain too much
information. Let’s face it—if a forum is
reasonably active, will anyone care what
the last post date was? Assume that
users want to read something, and help
them find topics of interest by creating a
design that is easy to dive into.
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before you can post:

you want to visit from the selection below.

clicking
the register ik above to proceed. To start

the link above. You may have to register
wviewing messages, select the forum that
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Web Design+Multimedia
DisCuss work, websites, technigues, ceveiopment Issues,
Industry news and gossip.

Graphic Design+Print Design

Discuss anc post 1aLEt work, InCUSKTy News, tps and
technicues, advice, printing.

Advertising + Marketing -
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