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I This almanac is designed for reference in both Japanese and English.
However, there is not necessarily a total match in details between
the two languages. Country names, for example, are shown only in
English while Japanese place names appear only in romanized form.

2 As a rule, American spelling is used.

3 Although much of the data used requires further explanations, the
“Notes™ have been kept to a minimum due to space limitations.

4 Dara sources are indicated with . In Japanese, the source docu-
ment is given but in English only the name of the issuing organ,
such as the Ministry of Justice or Bank of Japan, is given.

5 Figures in tables and diagrams have been rounded to the nearest
whole. Therefore their added total is not necessarily the same as the
total given.

6 The Japanese fiscal year is from April 1 to March 31 of the follow-
ing year and has been indicated as FY. All other years are calen-
dar(Jan.-Dec.)years,

7 Statistics for the years before 1972 do not, in general, include Oki-
nawa.

8 The names of Japanese people in graphs are written surname first.

9 In home page addresses, or URLs, “http://” is omitted at the begin-
ning of the address.

10 In line graphs, broken lines are used instead of solid lines where the
time unit differs from other parts.

11 Statistical data showing international comparisons is indicated by a
square beside the heading. References to individual tables and
graphs are indicated by an arrow and a page number.
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Japan’s Loykcgﬁopntaﬁd Scope

Japan, an island country off the east coast of the Asian continent, consists of a chain of about
7,000 islands of various sizes stretching 3,000km from northeast to southwest. Its land area
totals 377,899 square kilometers, and its 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone covers
about 4,470,000 square kilometers.
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The Northern Territories (Etorofu, Kunashiri, Shikotan, and the Habomai group of islets) , which are part of
the Kurile Islands, have been the subject of negotiations for their return with the former Soviet Union and
now Russia, which have effectively controlled them since the final stages of World War II. Takeshima (Tokdo
in Korean) in the Sea of Japan (the East Sea in Korean) was made part of Shimane Prefecture in
1905, but the Republic of Korea claims sovereignty and stations guards there. In 1895, Japan annexed the
Senkaku Islands consisting of Uotsuri Island (Diaoyutai Island in Chinese) and other small islands
located in the East China Sea (East Sea in Chinese) , but China and Taiwan claimed sovereignty over them
as the reversion of Okinawa to Japanese administration approached. China is currently surveying natural
resources in the surrounding seas.
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Viajor Events In Japan sxizows

Month/Day/Year Event

9/15/ Japanese baseball team Hanshin Tigers win their first

2003 Central League pennant in 18 years.

9/24 DPJ and Liberal Party sign a merger agreement, creating
anewDRL, I )

10/17 U.S. President George W. Bush visits Japan, calling for
dispatch of SDF forces to Iraq and financial assistance
worth $1.5 billion.

11/9 The ru.lmg coalition | partles score a resoundmg v1ctory in
the general election, winning an absolute stable majority
in the Lower House.

11/10 The New Conservative Party merges with the LDP. The
New Komeito remains as part of the ruling coalition.

11/19 The second Koizumi Cabinet is formed.

12/16 The government decides on proposed pension reforms,
whereby pension premiums will be raised and benefits
lowered.

12/30 The Nikkei stock ave average at the TSE finishes the year at

~ ¥10,676, 24% higher than the figure at the end of 2002.

1/12/ A large-scale outbreak of avian flu in Yamaguchi Prefec-

2004 ture; more than 30,000 chickens are disposed of.

1/30  Tokyo District Court orders a firm to pay ¥20 billion to
a former employee who invented the blue light-emitting
diode (L}ZD). B i

1/31 The Lower House, in the absence of opposition members,

_ approves the dispatch of SDF troops to Irag.

2/27 The main contingent of the Ground SDF arrives in

Vehicles of the third group of the main unit of Ground
Self-Defense Force troops drive into the base in a
cloud of dust (March 27, 2004, Samawabh, Iraq).
MELITIEBR&(;)\%MEERH¥3E®§W (2004
#£3A278. 157 -9%D).

Samawah, Iraq.

Aum ShTrlrikyo founder, Chizuo Matsumoto, is found
guilty on all 13 counts and sentenced to death.

Yuya Yagira (right), win-

award at the Cannes
Film Festival, and director
Hirokazu Koreeda (May
26, 2004, Tokyo).

HY IEERERTRERS

EERPBHESE (2004F5
A268. ®RBA).
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Major Global Events =

IE(D

Month/Day/Year Event ES]
9/11/ The Israeli Cabinet orders the army to oust Chairman XS I/LUE#E. /(LAFFD
2003 Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. 7277 MERENEE CiT
9/23 U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, in the UN. 77 VEESEEHE. EHERR
General Assembly, lambastes the U.S.A. for its uni- THEDSITEIERZ#H]
laenlim,
10/15 China succeeds in launching its first manned space- FEHNTIDHFAFERITS LIF
flight. B - - o [wiz3%)
10/30 In response to terrorist attacks on the U.N. head- S/ TEE W K +FEEZES
uarters and an office of the International Committee RBHFICT 0% S (FcEE.
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Iraq, the U.N. decides on /\J%w RE2HREHRDD
~ complete withdrawal from Baghdad.”
11/12 A suicide blast at the Italian base in Iraq kills and 152704 % U PEGEHEMICE
~ injures a large number of military personnel. ®70. STSHOE
11/15 Successive suicide bombers in Turkey attack syna- NUICESEEFD. 197
/20 gogues and the British consulate-general. HalEr S EER SRR S
12/13 U.S. forces capture former Iragi President Saddam XE. 711 27+ 50 AHHE
~ Hussein. - - ) ZHR
12/14 A meeting of Afghanistan’s Grand Assembly (Loya 77/A=2% > CEERIEDE
Jirga) is held to establish a national constitution. EAR®E (OV - JILAH) B
12/23 A blowout of a natural gas field in Chongging, China, $& - EBBADXATRAEHT
kills 191 persons. B ) BB, 191 AZEC
12/26 A massive earthquake in the ancient Iranian city of «S2O&E®/(LATKIBE. 3T
~ Bam kills approximately 40,000 people. ERIAAN
1/3/  U.S. rover land on Mars and find evidence that liquid KEOREHENNE(CERE. K
2004 water once existed there. B DFFE UTSEVE$RER
1/22  Avian flu breaks out in South-East Asia, killing six 81 Y7V IVIHREFI7
__ personsin Vietham. - ) THEL. b LTEADSET
1/28 The former chief U.S. weapons inspector in Iraq tes- KEBEHFFEERD [152(C

tifies before Congress that Iraq had no weapons of
mass destruction.

RERREFLFL] LBRAE

Delegates shaking hands at the opening ceremony of the
six-party talks (February 25, 2004, in Beijing. Photo by
press representative).
gﬁmamuaﬁz&#véﬁigts (200428258, it
R)o

At the opening ceremony of the Athens Olympic Games, flames
depicting the five interlocked Olympic rings float on a pond in a way
which is suggestive of the Aegean Sea (August 13, 2004, Athens).
FUVEYIRMERT. I—9BZEA X—J UICHCED SROAEH
I—7% (2004%£8813H. 77%).
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Month/Day/Year Event
3/10 Japan and Mexico reach accord on Japan’s first free-trade
____Agreement o . .
3/22 Publicly assessed land prices halt their decline in prime
urban areas but see the 13th consecutive annual drop
nationwide. - B - - )
3/24  Senior officials of Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corp.
announce the recall of 112,000 trucks due to wheel hub
defects, and apologize to relatives of a homemaker killed

7 in an accident due to the defects.
3/26  The fiscal 2004 budget, under which the government will

4/1
47
5/10
5/11
5/22
5127
6/1
6/8
719
7/11
7120

8/13

)

issue a record 36 trillion yen in new government bonds, is
passed in the Diet.

A G-year-old boyiles afteTbengushedTn an automatic
revolving door in a building in Tokyo.

The Bank of ]apan s “tankan” survey shows a fourth con-
secutive quarterly improvement as the manufacturing sec-
tor and large firms appear to be performing well.

Three Japanese civilians are held hostage in Iraq. They are
released as a result of citizen action but a debate concern-
ing “self-responsibility” ensues.

Naoto Kan resigns as leader of the DPJ over his past fail-
ure to pay pension premiums.

Toyota Motor Co. posts a record net profit of ¥1.162 tril-
lion, becoming in effect the global manufacturing sector’s
number one company.

Prime Minister Koizumi visits North Korea agam and
returns with five family members of former abductees.
Fourteen-year-old Yuya Yaglra wins the best actor award
at the Cannes Film Festival.

Two Japanese journalists are fired upon and killed in Iraq.

A sixth-grade girl kills her Internet friend and classmate in
Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture.

Prime Minister Koizumi, prior to attending the G8 summit,
announces Japan’s participation in a multinational force
deployed in Iraq. B i

Abductee Hitomi Soga is reunited with her family in
Jakarta.

LDP sees a reduction in the number of its seats in the
Upper House election, pointing the way to a “two party
era” with the DPJ.

Summer heat wave-the mercury rises to a record high of

39.5 degrees Celsius in Tokyo.

AUS. military hellcopter crashes onto the campus s of the
Okinawa International University. Japan-U.S. Status of
Forces Agreement (SOFA) cited in relation to inspection

of wreckage.
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Month/Day/Year

2/4

216

2/

2528

312

3/11

3/12

3119

4/18
4122
5/1
516
6/8

6/18

6/25

8/13
29
8/24
-9/4

Event

Abdul Qadeer Khan, father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb,

confesses that he sold information on the nuclear black

=I5

ISFRT D [HEFEFEOR]
A—VEE. ROEMHIC

markee. [T 7ZERD B

A terrorist attack on a subway car in Moscow kills 39 peo- 27 DDt FxH7 0.
ple. O 39A%E

Six-party talks, aimed at a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula, #EEOEVAKLESRH
are held in Beijing. - TULRTEERH

John F. Kerry, U.S. senator, is assured of becoming the & U—LERi#S. KAFBR
Democratic nominee for the U.S. presidential election. DEEZRFEERDHEREC

Simultaneous terrorist attacks kil large numbers in Madrid,
Spain. The general election conducted immediately after the

Y RU—RCREFO. %
BOTEENT, BROH

attacks is won by an opposition party which calls for the with- EETA S /BE#BITS
drawal of Spanish troops from Iraq. BB
The South Korean Parliament votes in favor of impeach- BEERHERBAGHEN

ing President Roh Moo Hyun, halting his ability to exer-
cise his authority.

Incumbent Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian suffers a
terrorist shooting attack during the presidential election.
He later wins by a narrow margin.

The U.S. government agrees that the U.N. should nomi-
nate the members of the Iraqi interim government.

New Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero
announces the withdrawal of Spanish troops from Iraq.

A train explosion at North Korea’s Ryongchon station,
near the Chinese border, kills approximately 150 persons,
including many children.

The European Union admits 10 new member countries,
thus establlshmg a political and economic zone of 25
countries with 450 million people.

U.S. President Bush apologizes for abuse of Iraqi prison-
ers by U.S. soldiers.

The U.N. Security Council adopts a new resolution
approving the Iraqi interim government and the station-
ing of multinational forces in Iraq.

The EU adopts the EU Constitution. The posts of presi-
dent and foreign minister are newly created.

In a third round of six-party talks, North Korea agrees to
freeze nuclear programs and allow inspections.

The murder and abduction of foreigners by anti-govern-
ment and anti-occupation groups gathers pace in Iraq.
The XXVl Olympic Games are held in Athens, the birth-
place of the Games.

A number of terrorist attacks related to Chechen mdepend—
ence occur in Russia, including mid-air explosions aboard
two aircraft and the occupation of a school.
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Self-Defense Forces have been dispatched to Iraq. They are providing water and other
humanitarian aid in Samawah and, operating for the first time under rules of engagement,
providing logistic support to U.S. and British forces. There has been strong criticism from
the Iraqi public that the dispatch constitutes participation in the occupation forces. With the
ruling parties in Japan having been conscious that, although during the Gulf war Japan
shouldered a large part of the war’s financial burden, the country’s contribution was not
highly evaluated internationally, Self-Defense personnel have since that war been sent to
various parts of the world to participate in peace-keeping operations and anti-terrorism
activities. There is thus a strong contradiction between these activities and the Japanese
Constitution’s ban on the exercise of the right of collective self-defense.

BEBEOA T 7([CRBSNT WD YN T TORKZEDAEIEDIFD, FDTHRAETSINTDRRE
BORGKREABETD. A1 STRRNSBEBRENDIHELOHHEIDFDRL. SHIEIEAEFHS
TZEDHESIEZ UKD SEFHA CEHES VSN o Te EDEEEN'S. LERBEMZPKOZES). T OXNE
THFEMIOREL CElc. SENEEEDITRZZUDIBEDHKIEOFEHBRFISELTLD. ©p. 57
&Activities of the SDF in Iraqg

BEEO41 SO TOES

i = N

®

\ ~

\ Balad B?g',“_’y’
A—\_’\-, Eup"’af%m

*Defense Agency Bi#ifF Note: It was
announced that the Ground SDF
would be stationed in Samawah,
and the Maritime and Air SDF would
NS be deployed at 4 airports and 1 port in
Irag. However, the details of what they
actually do and where they do it have

z

Syria | san g
/ tions is also restricted. BELE&BEHLY
Iraq TOICBET BT L. BREERI A SIER
/ - DAFTB1EBTERT T ENRREINTVD
e 1 RBCEC THELTLODORMIERE
/ Saudi Arabia gggn:cﬁg?ﬂﬂ-weﬁgjutlsﬁﬁﬁ
rNo. of Foreign Troops in Iraq on a Country Basis (As of 6/2004)
BEDS7IREAL (2004F6R1RE) (Unit: persons  8{i7: A)
[Country | 2004.1 | 20046
USA. 130,000 138,000 Thailand 451 Undisclosed Latvia 113 100
UK. 10,000 7,500 Honduras 369 —  Lithuania 106 120
Italy 2,500 2,600 El Salvador 359 370 Philippines 96 51
Poland 2,400 2,500 Dominican R. 302 —  Slovakia 82 105
Ukraine 1,656 1,634  Jordan 300 —  Albania 73 71
Spain 1,220 —  Hungary 292 300 Georgia 69 160
Netherlands 1,100 1,261  Mongolia 170 120 New Zealand 60 61
Japan 1,050 550 Norway 164 149 Estonia 45 45
Australia 870 850 Czech 160 92 Moldova 42 12
Romania 730 741 Azerbaijan 150 150 Macedonia 39 34
Denmark 500 550 U.AE. 150 — Kazakhstan 27 27
Bulgaria 475 464  Portugal 128 128 Canada 3 transport
South Korea 466 660 Nicaragua 115 - aircraft

*Ministry of Foreign Affairs %## Note: 6 countries have already withdrawn their troops. 64BN TICEELT.

Topics S S »
rEwoZ



$ How the US$9 billion Provided by Japan during the Gulf War was Spent

BFRESFTHEXRORE LIC0E FILDOWL X (Unit: ¥100 million &7 &)
USA. 10,790 Pakistan 30.7
UK. 390 Senegal 741
Saudi Arabia 192.8 Bangladesh 6.6
Egypt 147.2 Morocco 6.5
Syria 76.3 Kuwait 6.3
France 65 Niger 5.8

*Ministry of Foreign Affairs ### Note: According to responses by the Director-General of the North American
Affairs Bureau to questions in the Diet. The additional contribution of $500 million was all paid to the U.S. The total con-
tributed by Japan reached $13.5 billion. ILRBROEEEHRICESD. EMULEOSE FILELEXB(CTLDNz. BIBKEI
135{8 RIVICE UTe.

Details of SDF Dispatches for Peace-keeping Operations

&E%HUDPKO;RE;& (Unit: persons  &fi1: A)
Locatnon Period Total No of Troops Operatlons SDF Type
3R BEZEDS!
c 1992.9-93.9 Truce supervision E8Es Ground
ot 1 200 Facilities unit fEEesEx  Ground ﬁ
1993.5-95.1 10 Staff officers at HQ (Headquarters) Ground/Air
Mozambique BNHER Bz
144 Transportation management &i%#% Ground =3
1994.9-12 2,260 Refugee relief #R&g Ground B
Rwanda ‘ : . :
118 Air transportation unit ZHWEE Air =
1996.1- 18 Staff officers at HQ (Headquarters) Ground/Maritime/Air
: ERNER B2
Golan Heights , . N .
774 Transportation unit Ground/Maritime/Air
BXEE =52
1999.11-00.2 113 Air transportation unit Z@;ER Air =
5 2002.2-046 17 Staff officers at HQ (Headquarters) Undisclosed
East Timor FemES e
2,287 Facilities unit MRS Ground B
Afghanistan  2001.10 138 Refugee relief HMERE Air z
i 2003.3-4 50 Refugee relief HMERME Air z
i 2003.7-8 140 Victim relief WHERBIE Air z

*Defense Agency FA&iT [B5@E®E] 130 Note: Based on the application of Peace-keeping Operations legislation. Pre-
viously, minesweepers were dispatched to the Persian Gulf in 1991 under a broadened interpretation of the SDF Law. PKO
EDBAICKD. TNLUFIC1991FDER OB BERENH DD NS EEREDLEABIRTRES NI,

Detail of SDF Dispatches to Counter Terrorism

® crsosoiERRORA

JaRE RBNE SBZEOR

2001.11  Victim relief (transportation of blankets, tents, etc.) Maritime
BURRIE (Ff - TV MNEEER) k-]

2001.12- Cooperation and support (fuel supply at sea) Maritime
BAOXE (REFLERAR) b

Cooperation and support (transportation of U.S. troops and materials) Air

BHKIE CKEOAR - PREX) %

2003.2 Cooperation and support (transportation of heavy equipment for construction) Maritime
Bh%E RRAEHEX) F-]

Search and rescue (no details recorded)
PENE (RAgL)
*Defense Agency PAIFT Note: Activities to support multinational forces deployed in Afghanistan have been conduct-
ed under the Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law. Fuel, which has been supplied free of charge, has to date cost more
than ¥11 billion. FOMFFREELOBRHICLD. P7IHZRAIVICRHTZ2ZEREZREH. BRHHGIEIRRIEHET. 3T
110BAS ZBA .
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On June 5, 2004, a set of pension reform bills was enacted in the Diet. They stipulated that
(1) the government’s share of contributions to the basic pension would be increased; (2) pre-
miums for both employees’ pension insurance and national pension systems would be
increased each year; (3) pension benefits would be reduced in accordance with changes in
wages, commodity prices, the number of contributors, and average life expectancies; and (4)
employees’ pension insurance plans could be split between contributors and their spouses if
they divorce. During Diet debate, it became clear that the hollowing-out of the pension sys-
tems was attributable not only to the progressive graying of society and the smaller number
of children but also to chaotic pension fund management, as well as the fact that many Diet
lawmakers, including the prime minister and the leader of the opposition party, had not in
the past paid premiums. The latest revision of the scheme assumes increases in both wage
levels and the birth rate in the near future, leaving unclear the issue of the amount of bene-
fits individuals would actually receive. Public mistrust of the pension scheme is thus spread-
ing.
2004%6H5H. EATESWEREENRIL. (1) ERFLOEEREBIAZS[E LFD (2)BEES-
ERFECOFRAEEFIE LTS (3) 2. Yl REREX. :Fi@% POEEE RIS BiafKEE
SIETIFS (4) BERICEBELEEFEENETED FERDL. ERRBOFCIE. FRERERE
FEBLEDICRRN 2D TR £ELESEMDARD S DT L. K- ﬁﬁﬁé’é%@%<®@%§%
(CERFMD DD EHESHITIE ST, SEIDHIFESERIVERICES - HEEEBIC ENS T 2R
ICUT 8D BRICEANVKSIBAETN DD FEITEDRADSH. FERENED TS, Op. 207
Structure of Public Pension Schemes

&’L\‘B’\Jfﬁ§ﬁﬂ§®ﬁ:¥§3} (Unit: 10,000 persons, ¥ & HA. B)

National (Component linked to length of

pension fund Employees’ participation, average standard

ERFSES pension fund monthly salary, and date of,
BEEERES

(BEAR=BR5T)

(Public pension component
on behalf of government)
(f¥178853)

National pension(Basic pension) ERES (B@ES)

(Civil servants,
etc.
(’Aﬁiﬁ)

(Spouses dependent upon (Salaried employees
Category 2 contributors) in private sector.
(!25&%5@&&&!#) (RAYSU—<Y)

<Category 3 contnbutows >
<EISHEFRE>

(Self-employed, etc.)
(BEXES)

<Catégory1 contributors>
<E1SHRRE>

<Category 2 contributors>
<FB2SHRFRE>

No. of
participants
MAEE

2,207 1,133 3,158 518

6.79% of average monthly 7.19% of average monthly

;’;{é‘ium pg;r month 13,300 None remuneration, incl. bonus  remuneration, incl. bonus
239 H—F22CTRL06.79%  K—FRSCTYRL07.19%

Benefits [ JISV-ETg per year

Fm 620,200 pes 2,098,100

*Social Insurance Agency #HR{FRFT FRBERARE] (FH Note: The number of participants is as at the end of fiscal 2002.
The premium is the amount borne by individuals in fiscal 2003. Employees' pension and mutual pension funds for Category
2 contributors are matched by employers and put into reserves. The benefit shown is the average of all benefits paid in
fiscal 2001 (excluding disability pensions and survivors’ pensions). JMAZE#IZ2002FER. RERHI03FEE. BARESD. £
2SREBREOBLEES - HEFRREAZTNFHERFUTD. ILVBERV1FEORLEOTY (BREES. BEFSERL).
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Rate of Premium Payments for National Pension

‘Eﬁﬁmmzmg (Unit: % 261 %)
100
76.6 74.5 73.0
75 lg‘g\_isg.a
Oﬁzg 1998 99 2000 o1 02

*Social Insurance Agency #HERIRIT[HRRRBEORE]
Note: The ratio of the number of months when premiums
have actually been paid within the fiscal year in question to
the number of months when premiums should be paid
for the relevant fiscal year (excluding cases of total
exemption and special exemption for students). Figures up
to fiscal 2001 are confirmed rates. HUEFEHDHRREIELT
MG TEAM(RERFEPERTRAZRI D55, FEHIC
ERRCHMGE N ARDBEIS. 200158 % TIIRRE,

GF(ate of Premium Payment by Age (FY2002)
EnflERFEENHE (20025FE)

(Unit: % EfiI: %)
100
68.4 722
75 56/22 1 ___./’
e — e
474 49.4 529 |—62.8

years 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
oldi®24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59
*Social Insurance Agency #HRFREFIHSREREEOHRE]
Note: The rate of premium payment for fiscal 2002, if
cases of total exemption and special exemption for stu-
dents are included, stood at 52.2%. 2RFRELMTETE
FIITVRZEDZDDE, 2002FEEDMITEIZE2.2%.

P National Pension Income and Expenditure
BERFEOUZ (Unit: ¥ 100 million &{: &)

FY |income from|Pension fund |Expenditure | Balance
premiums  |investment in-
5 |REIREIBA |come ERRA |ZH REESE

1998 19,716 3,368 31,456 4,936
1999 20,025 3,236 31,531 4,998
2000 19,678 2,828 32,596 3,591
2001 19,538 2,263 34,861 1,282
2002 18,958 1,897 35,834 —382
*Social Insurance Agency HRREFTIHBRREEOH

Z| Note: The reserve fund at the end of fiscal 2002
was ¥9.9 trillion. 2002fFEROMILE(FIIKI000{8M.

Income and Expenditure of Employees’ Pension
Qi&%@ﬂ'ﬁ (Unit: ¥ 100 million &fif: &)

Income from | Pension fund | Expenditure | Balance
premiums  |investment in-
FE |FREIRA  |come BREINA |3TH PSR

1998 206,151 52,164 239,810 50,886
1999 202,099 47,286 251,493 39,542
2000 200,512 43,067 262,320 20,817
2001 199,360 38,607 273,068 5,130
2002 202,034 31,071 287,686 3,089

*Social Insurance Agency #HARFRBRTHAFRREEOHE]
Note: The reserve fund at the end of fiscal 2002 was
¥137.7 trillion. 20025FEAROMILZF 1377670008

Status of Large-Scale Pension Resort
Businesses (FY2002)

KIRRESRBEEIOTIK (2002FE)
(Unit: persons, ¥1,000 &#1: A. 1000M)

No. of guests | Balance
EEER =

Onuma 49,480 -9,061 X8
Taro 39,779 1,867 BHE
lwanuma 27,806 —48,952 &B
Nihonmatsu 8,542 —21,992 =i
Tsunan 81,532 16,967 #&
Ena = — =R
Miki 69,934 8,432 =k
Nanki 19,5682 673 it
Yasuura 42,769 29,552 &H
Yokonami 19,864 —54,850 R
Yame 28,687 31,451 \&
Minami-aso 36,610 6,170 EfaEs
Ibusuki 7,210 —131,5632 #&E&

* Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare BE4£% 8% .
Social Insurance Agency #HE{RRFT Note: The 13 facilities
popularly called "Green-pia” were built by the Govern-
ment Pension Investment Fund, which failed to recover
construction expenses totaling ¥350.8 billion, including
interest, and entrusted management of each facility to
the relevant local prefecture. The accumulated balance
by fiscal 2001 was a deficit of ¥729 million (according to
a statement by the Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare in
the Diet on March 10, 2003). The Fund has decided to sell
all the facilities by fiscal 2005 and to withdraw from the
business. JU—YET7OEHTCHSNZ13ERISFHERE
AERTOL SN, FIBEZHE3508@MADERHEAEEIN
TEIEMORCESEZZRF. 2001 FEE CORBNZII7E
2900FMOFRFEL o> (03F3H10HDESBERER). 05
FEFTCRMEROFTH. BEBRIRELTLD.

No. of Diet Lawmakers Who Failed to Make

Natlonal Pension Premium Payments
fﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁs‘iﬂ)ﬁé%ﬁﬁ (Unit: persons  &T: A)

House House of
sentahves Counc:llors

Liberal Demo-
cratic Party

New Komeito 7 6 nEs
A
o i 1o e
et Py - T fEe
Greens = 1 #Loosm
Independents — 1 A

Note: Based on announcements by each party (however, as
the LDP did not release its figures, the figures for that
party are based on a survey by The Asahi Shimbun).
The figures are from records since April 1986 when partic-
ipation in the national pension became mandatory. Partic-
ipation had been voluntary up until then. As of 5/2004.
SRER (BRRFFRAROCHHAHHEHAE) . BHNALT
2 I286F4BLIEDRIR. TNLFIRERMA. 04F5ARKE.
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Grea Helsel :Consolldatlon.

The government and ruling parties have placed emphasis on “streamlining local authority
administrative services” and on promoting local authority mergers, with the goal of reduc-
ing the number of cities, towns, and villages nationwide to 1,000. A large number of local
authorities are rushing to effect mergers in order to receive preferential treatment such as
special exemptions on special local government bonds and local subsidies provided under a
special law which will expire at the end of fiscal 2005. Doubts exist about the mergers in
relation to such points as whether they might eradicate traditional place names and local cul-
tures and whether they will in fact improve the living standards of local people. Some local
authorities, such as Yamatsuri Town in Fukushima Prefecture, have issued a declaration that
they will not merge.

BRIS5EE TR —EADMEL] Z8F. LEOMHEAFRZ1000/1CF TRET T EEERCLT
GHEER U TER. GHIBFIENRMNT 220055 EFKF CIC A B P RIHROBHIEDEEEE DI
. BIFAHEHDEHL TS, THESROBEED MG ILDOBRCOLEHSEVD, EROEEEH
LBIDFDRE[OHD. BEEXFIIDLSC [GHULEVES] ZUIETDHHD.

Great Local Authority Mergers of the Meiji, Showa and Heisei Eras

L & - BBF - TREDKEH
- 0 5,000 10,000 15,000 80,000
Meiji 21 (1888) = 22 71,314 71,314
Meiji 22 (1889) = 15,820 15,859
Taisho 11 (1922) '1242 10,982 12,315
Showa 20 (1945) FZBJE,ZBZ 8,518 10,520
Showa 31 (1956) 549{1.903 1574 3,975 No. of villages HO%

Heisei 7 (1995) © o
No. of . of cities
16 ) B8 3300 towns EID rilo of O

*Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications ### Note: Under the Great Meiji Consolidation which took place in
1888 (Meiji 21), natural communities dating back to the Edo period disappeared as stand-alone administrative units. In
the Showa Consolidation following the Second World War, local authorities were merged to form standard units of 8,000
residents, which was the size considered necessary to maintain public junior high schools. BEi&21£ICfThi: TBBADA
Sfft] TIPS ITHINIEBRFENMTREBM CE< Lol gD [BHNOKEH] TR, PRREEBMEELTL LHIC
HEEEZSNIERB000AZEE S L TEAGIBEIN .

% The Transition Process for the Establishment of Kami Town, Miyagi Prefecture
ERRIMNEBIORIE T

Naka-Niida V. st —> Nake-NiidaT.
HabaV. JyoV. NagiryaV. Kams-Omoztd(aV Tatagawa V. PR

HEH  WEH RUSH sai ~ HroharaV. _|, NalaidaT.
Yokkaichiba V.  Shimo-Niida V. wmv Shimo-Oinozuka V. Iiayamgv - T PN |
mETER  THER | Ht/ER RS ~ wv. 4 '
Nishi-OnodaV. Z/)\Bti#d  Higashi-Onoda V. Se/\EEAs Tsulnzakl\l B8R . onoday. ., OnodaT. _}* :da;!é}'
MiyazakiV. it~ Kite-Kawauchi V. 3L/IIPsH  YanagisawaV. #iRit ., INEERET |
Komeizumi V. Magosawa V. Tonyugsaluv Torishima V.  Yachimori V. MiyazakiV. [

HgH R B8R snR =0i |, MiyazakiT. |

Kibune V. Koizumi V. Iﬁrngaﬁm Numagafukuro V. _, KamishiV. | ST

A P Bras B=EH

*Kami Town EHRNEE Note: 26 villages which existed by the end of the Edo period were gradually merged into one
town through a process which accurately reflected the Great Mergers of the Meiji, Showa and Heisei eras. IFB{{ET
([CRUSZUTZ26R0Y, B84 - B3R - EROASHERIBNCRBL TIEIICak LIz,
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No. of Local Authorities

o FCVET= et {0k 314

Prefecture | Cities Towns Villages
EBEFRRE izl Hy "

I N K
Hokkaido 34 34 154 154 24 24
Aomori 8 8 34 34 25 24
Iwate 13 13 31 29 18 16
Miyagi 9 10 61 57 2 2
Akita 9 9 50 49 10 9
Yamagata 13 13 27 27 4 4
Fukushima 10 10 52 52 28 28
Ibaraki 21 22 52 44 20 17
Tochigi 12 12 35 35 2 2
Gunma 1 11 33 32 26 23
Saitama 43 41 40 40 9 9
Chiba 33 33 42 41 5 i)
Tokyo 27 26 6 5 8 8
Kanagawa 19 19 17 17 1 1
Niigata 20 22 57 44 35 27
Toyama 9 9 18 18 8 8
Ishikawa 8 9 27 21 6 6
Fukui 7 8 22 20 6 6
Yamanashi 7 10 37 25 20 13
Nagano 17 18 37 33 67 66
Gifu 14 20 55 39 31 21
Shizuoka 21 22 49 43 5 4
Aichi 31 32 47 45 10 10
Mie 13 15 47 38 9 9
Shiga 8 10 41 34 1 1
Kyoto 12 13 31 25 1 1
Osaka 33 33 10 10 1 1
Hyogo 21 24 70 56 0 0
Nara 10 11 20 18 17 17
Wakayama 7 7 36 36 7 6
Tottori 4 4 31 29 4 3
Shimane 8 8 41 39 10 10
Okayama 10 10 56 56 12 12
Hiroshima 13 14 67 45 6 1
‘Yamaguchi 14 13 37 32 5 5
Tokushima 4 5 38 35 8 7
Kagawa 5 7 38 30 0 0
Ehime 12 12 44 35 14 8
Kochi 9 9 25 25 19 19
Fukuoka 24 24 65 64 8 8
Saga 7 7 37 37 5 5
Nagasaki 8 10 70 51 1 1
Kumamoto 11 12 67 59 20 16
Oita 11 11 36 36 11 11
Miyazaki 9 9 28 28 7 7
Kagoshima 14 14 73 73 9 9
Okinawa 1 1 16 16 26 24

Note: Figures for 1985 are as of April 1. Those for 2004 are as of December (including local authorities scheduled to merge).
198543481 BEE. 2004FR312BRE (FEZ2V). Op. 39
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