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vy League—A Way of Referring to an Elite Class
Chapter 1
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1. Introduction EARK /4B

THE

The lvy League, is an athletic
conference composed of sports teams I ‘ ) Y
from eight private institutions of higher
education in the Northeastern United LEAGUE

States. The conference name is also

FEER A

commonly used to refer to those eight
schools as a group. The eight institutions are Harvard
University, Yale University, the University of Pennsylvania,
Princeton University, Columbia University, Brown
University, Dartmouth College and Cornell University.
The term Ivy League also has connotations of academic
excellence, selectivity in admissions, and social elitism.
The term became official after the formation of the

NCAA Division | athletic conference in 1954. The use of the
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phrase is no longer limited to athletics, and now represents an educational
philosophy inherent to the nation’s oldest schools. Seven of the eight schools
were founded during the United States colonial period; the exception is Cornell,
which was founded in 1865. Ivy League institutions, therefore, account for seven
of the nine Colonial Colleges chartered before the American Revolution.

The lvies are all in the Northeast geographic region of the United
States. Each school receives millions of dollars in research grants and other
subsidies from federal and state government.

Undergraduate enrollments among the lvy League schools range from
about 4,000 to 14,000, making them larger than those of a typical private
liberal arts college and smaller than a typical public state university. Overall
enrollments range from approximately 6,100 in the case of Dartmouth to over
20,000 in the case of Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, and Penn.
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vy League—A Way of Referring to an Elite Class
Chapter 1

2. History B A5

Origin of the Name FRiERYIRH

Students have long revered the ivied walls of older
colleges. "Planting the ivy" was a customary class day

ceremony at many colleges in the 1800s. In 1893 an

alumnus told The
Harvard Crimson,
"In 1850, class
day was placed
upon the University
Calendar.... the
custom of planting
the ivy, while the
ivy oration was
delivered, arose
about this time."At

Penn, graduating

HHEERNEME

seniors started the custom of planting ivy at a university

building each spring in 1873 and that practice was formally

designated as "lvy Day" in 1874. Princeton’s "lvy Club"

was founded in 1879.

The first usage of lvy in reference to a group of

colleges is from sportswriter Stanley Woodward (1895-

1965). "A proportion of our eastern ivy colleges are

meeting little fellows another Saturday before plunging into

the strife and the turmoil." Stanley Woodward, New York

Tribune, October 14, 1933, describing the football season.

According to the book Dictionary of Word and Phrase
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Origins (1988), author William Morris writes that Stanley Woodward actually
took the term from fellow New York Tribune sportswriter Caswell Adams.
Morris writes that during the 1930s, the Fordham University football team
was running roughshod over all its opponents. One day in the sports room at
the Tribune, the merits of Fordham’s football team were being compared to
those of Princeton and Columbia. Adams remarked disparagingly of the latter
two, saying they were "only lvy League." Woodward, the sports editor of the
Tribune, picked up the term and printed the next day.The term ivy college
and shortly later lvy League acquired its name from the sports world.
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