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ABSTRACT

Strategic experts have been focused on what American strategy is,
but not how and why American strategy can be like this. This is unfor-
tunate, because we can’t really understand and predict American strat-
egy exactly until we have a thorough understanding of American strate-
gic thinking.

This book is an effort to study American strategic thinking. My
approach to the subject is to analyze American strategic thinking in ver-
tical section and in transverse section. In vertical section, I analyze the
historical development of American strategic thinking. In transverse
section, my discussion is concentrated on different levels of American
strategic thinking. On both sections I try to find the characteristics and
rules of American strategic thinking.

This study has seven main chapters, a preface and a conclusion.
Chapter One makes a comprehensive discussion of American strategic
thinking from the War for Independence up to the end of Cold War. In
the discussion, the description of the development of American strategy
is linked with the analysis of the evolution of American strategic think-
ing in order to have the unity of history and logic.

Chapter Two provides a description and an assessment of the char-
acteristics of American strategic thinking.

Chapters Three, Four and Five complete a detailed study of
American strategic thinking both in content and in form. What is stud-
ied here includes: American strategic philosophy, strategic thinking



C2 £ BRB AR _
)
&

paradigm, strategic principles, psychological activities, the way of

strategic thinking, strategic methods, strategic thinking categories,
strategic thinking models and strategic terms.

Chapters Six and Seven choose two cases to show the discussion
above not only correct but also valuable. One case is American strate-
gies after Cold War; the other makes a prediction of Sino — American
relations in 15 - 20 years.

The book brings forth new ideas in three aspects:

Firstly, doing an overall research of American strategic thinking
both in vertical section and in transverse section.

Secondly, defining category and concepts in American strategic
thinking, finding the rules and characteristics and explaining the caus-
es of them. .

Thirdly, explaining American strategies after the end of the Cold
War and predicting Sino — American relations in the future, by using
what we have found in the study of American strategic thinking.
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