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Preface

We are happy to present the first volume of “Japanese Language Institutes in Japan,
1989”.

This directory lists the Japanese language institutes which have been certified by the
Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language Education on the basis of the Na-
tional Standards for the Operation of Japanese Language Institutes, laid down by the Ad
Hoc Committee on the Study of National Standards for Japanese Language Institutes,
and the profiles of the Association’s member institutes.

The Association was established in May 1989 through the voluntary efforts of concerned
Japanese language institutes in order to improve the quality of Japanese language educa-
tion in the increasing number of Japanese language institutes, where Japanese language
students can learn without anxiety.

Since the Association has just begun the assessment of institutes and it is still in progress,
the compilation of this first volume had to be limited to the istitutes that had been certi-
fied and/or become members of the Association by the end of 1989. As the increase in
membership and the addition of qualified institutes are anticipated, we will be issuing a
second volume compiling additions.

Although there are many improvements to be made to this directory, we sincerely hope
that this first edition will be of aid and assistance to those who wish to study the Japanese

language in Japan.

February 1990
Hideyasu Nakagawa
Chairman
Associaiton for the Promotion

of Japanese Language Education
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Foreword

The expansion in recent years of exchange between Japan and foreign countries has
seen a corresponding increase in the study of the Japanese language throughout the world,
as well as diversification of the purposes for studying the language.

Concomitantly, more foreigners are coming to Japan and the numbers of institutes in
Japan which offer Japanese language courses is rapidly increasing, while programmes and
the standards of education at these institutes have become extremely diverse.

In order to ameliorate this situation, the Association for the Promotion of Japanese
Language Education was established through the ardent endeavors of professionals in
Japanese language education and those connected with the various Japanese language in-
stitutes, to substantially raise the standards of Japanese language education. This directo-
ry, “Japanese language Institutes in Japan” published by the Association, lists the
Association’s member institutes which have earned sanction by the Association.

As the information about Japanese language institutes in Japan has until now been scant,
we are truely delighted with the publication of this directory and hope that its contents
will be of practical value to those who come to Japan with the intention of studying the

Japanese language.
February 1990

Tsuneaki Kawamura
Director-General
Science and International Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Education, Science and Culture
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Foreword

In recent years Japan’s expanding role in the international community has generated
greater interest in this country among foreigners, and there has been a sharp increase in
the number of foreign visitors to Japan. In particular, foreigners entering Japan to study
the Japanese language have increased remarkably.

As the Japanese language institutes vary widely in the form of organization and educa-
tional system, it is essential for foreigners wishing to study the Japanese language to choose
appropriate schools, considering their individual needs and backgrounds. To assist those
foreigners, ample and reliable information concerning Japanese language institutes should
be made available.

In order that proper procedure is observed for the entry and residence of those foreign-
ers who wish to study the Japanese language, it is also important for those foreigners to
understand correctly the role and activities of the Japanese language institutes.

This booklet is designed to introduce those Japanese language institutes which have been
recognized as appropriate on fair and careful examination by the Association for the Pro-
motion of Japanese Language Education, and offer extensive information about Japanese
language institutes in Japan. It, therefore, should be useful to foreigners wishing to study
the Japanese language in this country as well as to the people and organizations concerned

in Japan and abroad.

February 1990
Kagechika Matano
Director-General
Immigration Bureau

Ministry of Justice
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Foreword

With the improvement in Japan’s international standing and the growth in overseas in-
terest toward Japan, the enthusiasm for the Japanese language has been rapidly mounting
and the number of foreigners learning the Japanese language is now estimated to be about
1.2 million in the world.

The diffusion of the the Japanese language is very important for mutual understanding
between Japan and foreign countries, therefore Japan has to make efforts to respond to
this mounting enthusiasm for Japanese language studies.

Japan has already been promoting Japanese language teaching programs through the
Japan Foundation. However, at the same time, with the rapid increase of the number of
foreigners that come to Japan to learn the Japanese language, it is necessary to improve
Japanese language education facilities in Japan for those foreigners.

“The Association for the Promotion of Japanese-Language Education” was established
for such purposes and this “Japanese Language Institutes in Japan” has information on
Japanese language schools approved by the Association.

I hope that this handbook will be of help to the people who come to Japan for Japanese

language studies.

February 1990
Kazuo Ogura
Director-General
Cultural Affairs Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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About the Association for the Promotion of Japanese
Language Education

As international exchange between Japan and foreign countries grows, the number of
people who wish to study Japanese language has been increasing. Particularly in the past
few years, thus the increase in the number of Japanese language institutions in Japan is
remarkable. There are, of course, those with excellent educational objectives, but there
have also begun to appear those causing inconveniences to their students due to their ex-
tremely poor educational conditions and facilities or due to their poor management and
thus creating a social problem.

The “National Standards for the Operation of Japanese Language Institutes” estab-
lished at the end of 1988 by the Ministry of Education with the cooperation of the Minis-
try of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, laid down guidelines to ensure the quality
of Japanese language education and eliminate the illegitimate institutes, with a view to
ensuring optimum environments in which students with a genuine desire to learn can do
so without anxiety.

In May 1989 the Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language Education was
established under the leadership of the establishers of the top Japanese language insti-
tutes. The Association’s aims are to apply the national standards in assessing Japanese
language institutes and to provide in-service training for teachers and carry out relevant
research in order to raise the 'standards of Japanese language education.

Immediately after its establishment the Association organized a screening committee
consisting of Japanese language experts, officials from the ministries concerned and per-
sons with relevant knowledge and experience, and made assessments. By the end of 1989,
253 institutes had been certified as having good educational conditions and appropriate
to offer Japanese language education.

Planned activities of the Association include the publishing the directory of Japanese
language institutes and providing such information in other countries, development of
Japanese language teaching materials, reception of Japanese language students, and holding
seminars on guidance services in addition to the assessment of institutes.

We are expected to play the central role in maintaining and improving the standard of
Japanese language institutes, under the supervision and guidances of the three ministries.
But the Association is still newly established, we truely appreciate the warm support and

co-operation of those concerned.
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