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| can honestly say it was the best of times and the worst of times. | was
joyfully expecting my first child at the same time that my once energetic mother
was losing her battle with a brain tumeor.

As Mother grew closer and closer to death, my baby grew closer and closer
to life inside me. My biggest fear was that their lives would never connect. |
grieved not only for the upcoming loss of my mother, but also that she and my
baby would never know each other.

A few weeks before my due date, Mother lapsed into a deep coma. Her
doctors told us she would never awaken.

We brought Mother home. As often as | could, | sat beside her and talked
to her about the baby inside me. | hoped that somehow deep inside, she knew.

On February 3, 1989, at about the same time my labor started, Mother
opened her eyes. When they told me this at the hospital, | called her home and
asked for the phone to be put to Mom's ear. “Mom—Mom—Ilisten. The baby is
coming! You're going to have a new grandchild. Do you understand?”

“Yes!”

What a wonderful word! The first clear word she’d spoken in months!

When | called again an hour later, they told me the impossible: Mom was
sitting up, her oxygen tubes removed. She was smiling.




“Mom, it's a boy! You have a new grandson!”

“Yes! Yes! | know!”

By the time | brought Jacob home, Mom was sitting in her chair, dressed
and ready to welcome him. Tears of joy blocked my vision as | laid my son in her
arms and she clucked at him. They stared at each other.

They knew.

For two more weeks, Mother clucked and held Jacob. For two weeks she
spoke to my father, her children and grandchildren in complete sentences. For
two miracle weeks, she gave us joy.

Then she quietly slipped back into a coma and, after visits from all her
children, she was finally free of the pain and confines of a body.

Memories of my son's birth will always be bittersweet for me, but it was at
this time that | learned an important truth about living. For while both joy and
sorrow are fleeting, and often intertwined, love has the power to overcome
both. And love can last forever.
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1. energetic /ena'dzetik/ adj. ¥ T, FARK

2. tumor /'tumo/ n. Jifr, fpiR; fifil

~3. grieve /griv/ v. iEf, R

"4 lapse /leps/ n. 5% K& Wik v. KR BAA; HE; Tl R
5. coma /'keuma/ n. Bk

“6. oxygen /'oksidzen/ n. &, HX

7. tube /'tjub/ n. BXif; WE
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o cluck /klak/ v. % Himgng

confine /'konfain/ n. FREE, WFR; JGE v. Rl 2564
bittersweet /'bitoswiit/ adj. X35 XFHAY, FFHRSHH
fleet /fli:t/ v. $3h, "Wilf, HUd n. MEBA, MEEA
intertwine /inta'twain/ v. (f#i) ZHHE—E, (ff) 4H%%

| can honestly say it was the best of times and the worst of times.
A, A TARMREREAEAREHTY “RERGEHB, ER
B ERZ ML AR,

.~ My biggest fear was that their lives would never connect. | grieved not only

for the upcoming loss of my mother, but also that she and my baby would
never know each other.

ARERXGERCHERLMNGERFTRKEREARSE. RFA B AR HR
%k EBE Mg, LA RGETKERSBIARES.

. For while both joy and sorrow are fleetihg, and often intertwined, love has

the power to overcome both. And }o\'/ga"" n last forever.
REF FFmEReRrmit, MBANHLELBE—RY, 12
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A man had a little daughter — an only and much beloved child. He lived for
her — she was his life. So when she became ill and her iliness resisted the efforts
of the best obtainable physicians, he became like a man possessed, moving
heaven and earth to bring about her restoration to health.

His best efforts proved unavailing and the child died. The father was totally
irreconcilable. He became a bitter recluse, shutting himself away from his many
friends and refusing every activity that might restore his poise and bring him back
to his normal self.

But one night he had a dream. He was in Heaven, and was witnessing a
grand pageant of all the little child angels. They were marching in an apparently
endless line past the Great White Throne. Every white-robed angelic child carried
a candle. He noticed that one child's candle was not lighted. Then he saw that
the child with the dark candle was his own little girl. Rushing to her, while the
pageant faltered, he seized her in his arms, caressed her tenderly, and then
asked: “How is it, darling, that your candle alone is unlighted?” “Father, they
often relight it, but your tears always put it out.”

Just then he awoke from his dream. The lesson was crystal clear, and its
effects were immediate. From that hour on he was not a recluse, but mingled




freely and cheerfully with his former friends and associates. No longer would his
darling’s candle be extinguished by his useless tears.
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1 beloved /bi'lavid/ adj. EH, K- FIEER

resist /ri'zist/ v. I, RIT; AZFEFYHIHF S
obtainable /ob'teinob()1/ adj. BEHEIEHY, AT, HEKFIM
like a man possessed # T i {1
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«5  restoration /resta'reifon/ n. GR&EYE) FHBJFEF; B2 FEab s FR,
K& (AWEAY . ZARBER) B
=2, B
6. unavailing /'ana'veilin/ adj. Jot5H, TTHBY, TR
7. irreconcilable /i'rekonsailobl/ adj. ANREFFEN, AEEVMAER, FIEH
-8 recluse /ri'kluis/ adj. [EJEM n. (AR, EitH
"9 poise /poiz/ v. ffi-----FM, REFFR n. FREE; BE
"10- pageant /'padzont/ n. B&Sx; MLENAEH
11 angelic /en'dzelik/ adj. X{F (&) B
12 falter /'foilte/ v. SCEMIVL; BEE; HiMbHbE
18 crystal /'kristl/ n. K& adj. EREWR, HEH; KKK
‘14 immediate /i'mi:djot/ adj. STEPRY, BRZIRY, BEIEM, HREI
15 mingle /'mingl/ v. 1B, BEE, Heeeoor 1
“16. extinguish /iks'tingwi[/ v. #8K; ffiHK
EamE Ly
©1- He became a bitter recluse, shutting himself away from his many friends
and refusing every activity that might restore hjs poise and bring him back
to his normal self.
R T —ANREe B, L FNFA, ELEAME—RLHF L
iR T P, EREFAFTHESD.,
2 The lesson was crystal clear, and its effects were immediate. From that

hour on he was not a recluse, but mingled freely and cheerfully with his
former friends and associates. No longer would his darling’s candle be
extinguished by his useless tears.
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