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Preface

There is an urgent need to establish accurately the current geographical dis- -
tribution of the major viral diseases, because of today’s great mobility of humans
and animals by air and massive movements of populations on account of various
political disruptions and natural catastrophes. With this objective in mind, the
world literature was screened for 110 different viruses, and maps were prepared.
These maps delineate the global distribution of pathogenic viruses based on
authenticated reports from a variety of reliable sources.

Dr. Herbert Nsanze, Chairman of the Department of Microbiology at the
School of Medicine, Nairobi University, Kenya, was the key figurle who un-
locked and opened the door of opportunity which led to the developrnent of this
book. He informed me of the Second International Conference on the Impact of
Viral Diseases on the Development of Africa and Middle-East Countries, which
took place in Nairobi in December 1980. Dr. Edouard Kurstak, the organizer and
coordinator, was kind enough to accept my paper, ‘‘Veterinary Geography: The
Neglected Essential First Step in Disease Control.”” As a result of this con-
ference, Dr. Frederick Brown invited me to write a monograph on the geograph-
ical distribution of animal viruses.

Investigators most knowledgeable about these viruses have assisted by review-
ing and supplying their expertise to provide the most up-to-date information.
Opposite each map is a synopsis of the pertinent information about that particular
virus. This information includes classification of the virus and description of the
disease, hosts and vectors, areas free of the virus, key developments, historical
movements, diagnostic techniques, diagnostic reagents, map credits, key refer-
ences, and the names and addresses of the reviewers and consultants who may be
contacted for more specific information.

Awareness of where a virus exists is important, but knowledge of where it
does not exist may be of greater significance. These are regions where vulnerable
populations are susceptible to the devastating effects of either epidemics or
epizootics. This book will hopefully stimulate support of research to extend our
current insufficient knowledge in this vital area.
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Xiv Preface

Many of the viruses are zoonoses, and physicians as well as veterinarians and
public health officials may find access to these maps useful. Students of human
and veterinary medicine will find the synopses to be a convenient resource for
rapid and concise reviews of the salient features of the various viruses.

Whether it concerns an. intercontinental shipment of highly productive dairy
cows to be used for genetic improvement, or a planeload of Boy Scouts attending
a jamboree, it is hoped that this book will enable the conscientious practitioner to
be knowledgeable about which viruses constitute risks to both the imported and
native populations. Without this knowledge the appropriate prophylactic and
precautionary measures cannot be prescribed.

Stewart Odend’ hal
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