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Preface

Construction of the Relationship between Christianity in China and

Local Cultures
Li Xiangping

Under the proposition of globalization, the development of Christianity
in China is, in fact, a bilateral construction issue for cultural relation-
ships between Christianity and local society. Through discussions of
this issue, Chinese Christianity will be able to obtain real integration
with the social and cultural changes occurring in various areas of China,
and may establish the concept of the globalization of Christianity with a

new category of specifically Chinese social and cultural characteristics.

Missionaries, Nationalism and Economic interests: The Transfer of Power
of the Beijing Catholic Community ( 1774—1784)
Zhang, Xianging

This paper aims to study an important event that emerged from the
Beijing Catholic community after the suppression of the Society of Jesus
in 1773, a controversy which continued for ten years. The main points

include the right to administer the Diocese of Beijing and the disposition
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of Jesuit property there. The parties involved in the dispute include the
Portuguese and French monarchies, the Roman Church authorities, for-
mer Beijing Jesuits, and the Qianlong emperor. Although the Catholic
Church promoted universal religious values beyond mere nationality,
ironically it was exactly these missionaries’ nationalist sentiments that

became one of the major factors leading to the Beijing affair.

The Rural Catholic Community and Chinese Local Society: A Case Study
of the Mopanshan Catholic Community in Northwest Hubei Province

(1725—1949)
Kang Zhijie

The “rural Catholic community” here refers to a special region under the
Church’s unified management with a concentrated Christian population.
This article takes as an example the Mopanshan rural Catholic commu-
nity, which boasts a long history and full fledged development along
with other Catholic communities, and discusses the relationships be-
tween the community and the society from these aspects: community
administrative systems, management modes, operational mechanisms of
economy, defensive ability, education, culture, and philanthropy, etc..
Generally speaking, the Catholic community’s infrastructure reveals the
objective of obedient belief all for the purpose of the faith. Among
them, rationality and progress in education, philanthropy and security
(excluding political factors) which have certain positive significance to
improve the overall quality of the community members and introduce a

higher level civilized life to its rural followers.
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On the Relationship between the Catholic Church and Local Society: A
Case Study of Localization Efforts by the Hong Kong Maryknoll Fathers
and Brothers after Vatican I '

He Xinping

This paper seeks to reconstruct and analyze the history of the Catholic
Foreign Mission Society of America, also known as the Maryknoll
Fathers and Brothers, in Hong Kong after the 1960s. The main-
stream of their history after Vatican [| becomes focused on localiza-
tion of the missionary society; that is to say, their change of mission
emphasis to a greater focus on helping establish local churches. This
paper is divided into three parts. The first discusses the global view,
with emphasis on the relations between the Vatican Council ]| and
Maryknoll’s response. The second concerns relations between the
first Hong Kong Catholic Diocesan Synod (1970—1971) and Mary-
knoll Fathers’ action in Hong Kong. The last part analyzes the trans-
formation of the Maryknoll missionaries, from religious missioners to
cultural communicators.

The historical data presented in this paper is based on a thorough review
of relevant primary and secondary sources. The primary resources used
include memoirs, unpublished articles, and reports and letters of the
Maryknoll Fathers found in the Maryknoll Mission Archives in New
York and Stanley House in Hong Kong. In addition, oral interviews
conducted with several current Maryknoll Fathers add a personal touch

to the historical record.
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An Exploration of the History and Current Status of Catholicism in the
Mountain Area of the Jinxiu Yao Autonomous County
Liao Yang

Based on an analysis of textual sources, this paper attempts to make an
on-the-spot investigation of the history and current status of Catholicism
in the mountain area of the Jinxiu Yao Autonomous County. Before
Catholicism entered the region, belief among the ethnic Zhuang people
were both numerous and utilitarian.

These beliefs naturally differed from monotheistic Catholic belief.
Catholicism once affected the ‘upper-class’ strata of feudal nobles but
not the grass-root society of either Zhuang or Yao minorities during the
end of the Ming dynasty in Guangxi Province. Yet by the year 1900,
Catholicism began to spread into the mountainous area of the Jinxiu Yao
Autonomous County. This paper will discuss five characteristics of

Catholic propagation and development in the region.

From Deities to God: the History and Present Situation of Yao Religious
Belief at Shangzhai
Yan Xiaohua

Shangzhai is a small mountain village in northern Guangxi, where the
Yao ethnic group comprises the majority population. Historically, by
struggling with nature and human society, the Yao people formed
their own traditional ethnic religion and culture. By the end of nine-

teenth century, Catholics had entered Shangzhai, directly interacting
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with the local culture. This eventually led to the establishment of
predominantly Catholic villages. Popular beliefs changed from poly-
theism to a monotheistic God. Meanwhile, certain popular traditional
conventions within the culture have been maintained. This paper
summarizes the beliefs of the Yao people at Shangzhai on the basis of
direct investigation and interviews. It attempts to explain how local
people chose between traditional beliefs and a single God, and why

they choose this belief.

Grass-root Christian Church and Rural Politics: Expulsion of Missionaries
from the Huanggang Congregation of the Lingdong Presbyterian Church
Hu Weiging

The expulsion of native missionaries from the Huanggang Congregation
at the Lingdong Synod of the Church of Christ in China in 1947 and
1948 was by no means a coincidence, but an unavoidable event. It is not
only closely related to the social and. cultural traditions of Chaozhou and
Swatow areas, but also to the system and policies of the Presbyterian
Church. The conflict between missionaries and officials of the church
can be compared to the conflict between the church and rural elites. The
fact that the grass-root nature of the rural church not only makes the in-
dependence of the church possible, but may also easily turn the church
itself into a new arena for traditional rural politics, thus posing a chal-
lenge to the church itself. This case reveals the dilemma faced by the

church of China in its efforts to gain independence.
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The Value of The West China Missionary News in Research Relating to
the Regional History and the Missionary History of Christianity in China

Chen Jianming

The English monthly The West China Missionary News, jointly pub-
lished by Protestant missions in west China, was the official journal of
the West China Missions Advisory Board. It was first published in Feb-
ruary 1899 in Chongging. Forty-five years later, in late 1943, it ceased
publication in Chengdu. The premise of the journal was to report
missionary work and increase cooperation among all denominations. It
covers information on missionary activities and local societies in
Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou and Tibet, making it a valuable source doc-
ument for research on both regional and missionary history of Christian-

ity in China.

Transformation in Turbulent Years: An Analysis of Twelve Registers in
Christian Churches in Guangzhou in the First Half of the 20t Century
Wu Yixiong

Based on twelve registers from various churches, the purpose of this pa-
per is to give a specific description of Christian churches in Guangzhou
with figures and statistics for the first half of the 20t century. With the
information of more than four thousand Christians from these registers,
the history of the churches can be explored in the following categories:
the general situation of the development of those churches; the struc-

ture of the churches in view of gender and age; and the educational and
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vocational situation of the church members. This paper also tries to
make a comparison between Christians and non-Christian groups in
these categories in order to further the understanding of the history of
Christianity in modern China, especially the relationship between the

church and local society.

Same Origin, Same Trade, Same Belief: A Case Study of the Swatow Chi-

nese Church, 1923—1938
Lee Kam Keung

In 1909, George Duncan Whyte(1879—1923), a medical missionary of
the British Presbyterian church, organized a fellowship with a number
of Chaozhou Christians engaged in the hand embroidery trade in Hong
Kong. In 1911, they set up the Swatow and Amoy Church of Hong
Kong with other Amoy Christians. Upon the eruption of the First
World War in 1914, the church was closed. Then in 1923, with the
help of the Reverend Lin Zhichun, the church was revived. Through the
efforts of its congregation, particularly the hand embroidery traders,
the church became autonomous and was renamed the Swatow Christian
Church. As most of its members were Chaozhou clansmen engaged in
the embroidery trade, the definition “same origin, same trade, same
belief” could be best described of the composition of the church. This
uniqueness is worth further investigation,

This article will use the Swatow Christian Church as a case study to
illustrate the nature of autonomy of Hong Kong churches, with special

emphasis on its self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating
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characteristics.

Home after Death: A Study of the Protestant Cemeteries in Hong Kong
Ying Fuk-tsang

Conflict and accommodation between Christianity and Chinese local soci-
ety is one of the most important themes in the study of social change in
modern Chinese history. After Hong Kong was ceded to the British in
1842, Christianity began evangelistic work in the Crown Colony. As
Hong Kong is well known as a city of immigrants, both foreign and Chi-
nese immigrants have flooded into Hong Kong from time to time. The
death of these immigrants meant that they would be buried not in their
homeland but in Hong Kong. This article uses “death space” as an ana-
lytical perspective in studying the interactions between Christianity and
Hong Kong local society, aiming at tackling the following issues: (1)
investigating the emergence of Protestant cemeteries in Hong Kong,
(2) exploring the changing nature of Western Protestant cemeteries,
and (3) sketching indigenous phenomenon as reflected in Chinese Prot-

estant cemeteries.

Christian Churches in Northeast China during the Japanese Occupation

Period
Xu Bingsan

This article discusses the plight of churches in northeast China from

1931 to 1945 during the Japanese occupation. During this period,
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Japanese and “Manchukuo” puppet authorities’ policies to Christianity
grew stricter and churches were controlled and often attacked. Church
activities were closely monitored and Christians were persecuted. In the
end, foreign missionaries were all arrested so that churches in northeast
China were almost destroyed. At the same time, supported by Japa-
nese military forces, Japanese Christian groups entered the Protestant
church system in northeast China, and controlled these churches by re-
building or being in alliance with the church system, which in effect as-
sisted the aggressive and expansionist policies of Japan. Facing strict
controls and oppression, Christians in northeast China tried to maintain
their attitude of tolerance. Limited resistance measures were taken
only when Christian principles were violated. But this kind of attitude
failed to save the churches. Compared with the power of the Japanese
occupiers, the strength of Christian churches was feeble. Once the
authorities made up their mind to attack Christianity, Christian chur-
ches were destined to be destroyed. Meanwhile, the activities of Jap-
anese churches also urge us to reconsider the role of religion in inter-

national matters.

Young Women’s Christian Association and the Life of Women and

Children in Beijing(1916—1937)
Wang Li

The ancient capital of Beijing contains a rich cultural and political at-
mosphere, with both traditional and modern features. Taking the case

of the Beijing Young Women’s Christian Association as an example, this
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paper examines the work of the YWCA in a special local environment
during the Republican Era. The YWCA’s work was influenced by the
diverse social and political environment in Beijing. In the context of Chi-
nese and Western cultural relations, the YWCA of Beijing adjusted its
social measures to local conditions. It developed such activities as
women’s hostels, children’s playground with public schools, sponsor-
ship of national and international conferences, and the establishment of
educational networks. These activities reflect the social characteristics
of Beijing at that time. Based on related archives, this paper explores
the relationship between the YWCA and the special social and political
culture of Beijing, and attempts to discuss the deep relationship between

local culture and Christianity in China.

From Christianity to Communism: the Spiritual Pilgrimage of Church
School Girls in Beijing
Yin Wenjuan

Student religious life has long been a concern in the study of Christian
schools in China. Until recently, however, relatively little attention has
been paid to the disintegration and transformation of the student spiritu-
al world since the 1930s. While Christian fellowship was better organ-
ized in those schools, it has been recognized that communism and other
revolutionary thought reached church school students, particularly in
the late 1940s.

This paper, therefore, is a case study of the spiritual pilgrimage of girl

students at Bridgman Academy (1864—1952). It demonstrates how
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these girls first attained their Christian faith and how they eventually
transferred their loyalty to the Communist Party over a period of 90
years under the influence of a larger historical context, geographical and
cultural psychology, training principles of the school, and also the even-

tual recognition of their own identity.

Globalization: The Relationship between Christian Music and Local Socie-
ty A Case Study on the Sacred Christmas Music Worship in the Shanghai
Community Church(1981—2006)

Chen Ruiwen

As a component for the study of the history of Christianity in China,
Chinese sacred music carries distinctive significance. The formation and
development of sacred music in China is not only a venue through which
Western music entered China, but also a good example of mutual inter-
action between Christianity and Chinese local society. While scholars in
this field have made many theoretical expositions at a macro level, little
attention has been paid to case studies of sacred music in local Chinese
churches, especially its role in the context of globalization. This paper
focuses on the Shanghai Community Church(1920—), a famous church
established by American Protestants in modern China with a long tradi-
tion and reputation in sacred music. It analyzes the indigenization of its
musical worship in a globalized context, and investigates the interactive
relationship between Christian music and Chinese local society from the

perspective of musicology and history.
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Study of the Missionary Memorials’ to the Qing Court in 1895
Tao Feiya

Among research on missionary cases, the endeavor by missionaries to
cultivate good relations with Chinese authorities in order to prevent con-
flict was almost ignored, particularly their appeals to the Qing court.
Actually this interaction gradually influenced the Qing’s policy towards
Christianity. This paper explores Timothy Richard’s presentation of
Protestant memorials to the Qing court in 1895 and his association with
high ranking officials in Beijing. Though the Qing court did not make
substantive policy changes towards missionaries because of the objection
of the Manchu conservatives of the period, it did win the good will of

some Chinese officials and laid the basis for policy changes in the future.

Missionaries’ Language Learning in Modern China: Focusing on the
Department of Missionary Training at the University of Nanking
Liu Jiafeng

A good working knowledge of the Chinese language was fundamental to
the successful establishment of the missionary enterprise in China. Mis-
sionaries who came to China during the 19t century encountered many
difficulties in language learning, which demanded tutors, textbooks and
a practical methodology. After the establishment of the Department of
Missionary Training at the University of Nanking in 1912, there was a
permanent shift in learning techniques from individual self-study to in-

stitutional course study. These language schools not only improved
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