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Preface

Like its predecessor, this edition of Sociology rests on two
basic premises. The first is that sociology is both a human-
istic art and a rigorous science; in fact, much of its excite-
ment arises from the insights oftered by this unique blend of
two intellectual traditions. The second premise is that so-
ciology can be, and should be, a profoundly liberating
discipline. By challenging conventional wisdoms and by
dissolving the myths about social reality, the discipline
provides an acute awareness of the human authorship of,
and responsibility for, both the social world and much of
our personal experience and identity. Sociology thus offers
that crucial sense of options and choice that is essential to
human freedom.

The original impetus to write this book grew out of
several years’ experience as a teacher and professional writer
in radically different societies in North America, Europe,
and Africa. I count the book successful to the extent that it
conveys to the reader the fascination and sheer pleasure that
I draw from sociology myself.

Changes in This Edition

The present edition of the text represents a thorough revi-
sion of its predecessor, but not a radical one; in other words,
although I have made innumerable additions, modifica-
tions, updatings, and other changes throughout, the essen-
tial character of the book is unaltered.

In general, the coverage of the field reflects the same goal
that [ had for the first edition, when I decided at the outset
not to write a slender “core” text covering a few selected
topics. The problem with such an approach, of course, is
that one person’s core may be another’s apple—or vice
versa—with the result that some instructors are left without

text discussion of material they consider essential. Instead, I
have again tried to give a broad and thorough coverage of
the main fields of the discipline, while keeping the text
sufficiently flexible to be adapted to the needs of individual
instructors. The book thus provides full coverage of the
“traditional” material in the introductory sociology course.
It seems to me important, however, that the text should do
much more: it should also convey a strong sense of the
“cutting edge” of the discipline, of the vital issues and
trends in contemporary sociology. For this reason, I have
once more included much material that is unusual or even
unique in an introductory book. In particular, I have writ-
ten substantial new sections on ethnomethodology and on
the sociology of sport, of age stratification, and of health. I
have also greatly expanded the material on several other
topics, including social movements, the life cycle, dylng and
death, interest groups, modernization, and America’s rap-
idly growing Hispanic population. As before, a full chapter
is devoted to the sociology of science, a subject of particular
interest, perhaps, to those science majors who may take
only one sociology course. There is also an entire chapter on
the micro order, in which various interactionist approaches
are applied to the ordinary routines of everyday life. A
chapter is devoted, too, to the sociology of sexual behavior,
a subject of high student interest and one admirably suited
to illustrate the interplay of biological, social, and cultural
factors in the shaping of human behavior. I have also
included new discussions of many other fields of current
interest, such as rape, the Jonestown mass suicide, unem-
ployment (especially as it affects graduates), new religious
sects, school busing, “credentialism” and the declining
standards in education, ecological and energy concerns,
sociobiology, and alternatives to traditional marriage. In
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some chapters, in fact, [ have added a current-trends sec-
tion that summarizes new or anticipated developments. As
before, 1 have taken care throughout the book to avoid
sexist language, with its unintended yet inevitable impli-
cation that it is only men who do, and act, and create the
social world.

Organization

I have again divided the book into five units. Unit I
provides an introduction to sociology and to the methods
of sociological research. Unit II deals with the individual,
culture, and society, and focuses on the influence of social
and cultural forces on personal experience and social be-
havior. The chapters in this unit cover culture, society,
socialization, social interaction, social groups, deviance, and
sexual behavior. Unit III discusses various forms of social
inequality, and emphasizes the role of ideology as well as
coercion and tradition in the maintenance of inequalities.
The first chapter in the unit deals with the general problem
of social stratification and introduces the basic concepts
that apply throughout the unit; the second deals with
inequalities of social class; the third, with inequalities of
race and ethnicity; and the fourth, with inequalities of
gender and of age. Unit IV discusses several important
social institutions: the family, education, religion, science,
the economic order, and the political order. Finally, Unit V
focuses on some issues of social change; it contains chapters
on population and health, urbanization and urban life,
collective behavior and social movements, and on the gen-
eral problem of social change and modernization.

I have taken great care, however, to structure the book
in such a way that instructors can, if they wish, omit some
chapters and present others in a different order. Nearly all
instructors will want to cover the first five chapters, in
which the most important terms and concepts of the dis-
cipline are introduced. (Chapter 2, on methods, could be
omitted, but devoting some lecture time to research meth-
ods would then be advisable.) The sequence of the re-
maining chapters can then be freely rearranged to suit the
convenience of the individual instructor, and there are
ample cross-references to the five basic chapters and to
relevant topics in other chapters to facilitate any alternative
sequence.

Features

I have included a number of distinctive features that are
intended to enhance the book’s effectiveness as a teaching
and learning tool.

Cross-cultural material. While this book is not intended
as an exercise in comparative sociology, I have started from
the assumption—a surprisingly unusual one—that sociology
is something more than the study of American society.
Throughout the text there are occasional references to
other cultures and to the historical past. This material is
intended to serve two purposes. The first is to enliven the
text, for the ways of life of other peoples—particularly in
so-called primitive societies—are inherently fascinating.
The second purpose, more serious, is to undermine ethno-
centric attitudes by highlighting, through comparison, dis-
tinctive aspects of American society that might otherwise
pass unnoticed or be taken for granted.

Theory. A basic sociology text should not, in my view,
be a heavily theoretical one. But conversely, a sound in-
troduction to sociological theory should be an essential
feature of the introductory course, and we fail both the
discipline and our students if we do not provide it. The
treatment of theory in this book is shaped by two convic-
tions. The first is that theory can be presented in a clear,
concise, interesting, and understandable manner, and that
its practical value can be readily appreciated by the student.
The second conviction is that theory must not, as happens
all too often, be briefly introduced in the first chapter and
then hastily buried: this tactic can only confirm the stu-
dent’s worst suspicions that theory is an irrelevant luxury.

I have again taken a fairly eclectic approach to socio-
logical theory and have utilized all three of the main
perspectives in the contemporary discipline: functionalist
theory (primarily for issues of social order and stability),
conflict theory (primarily for issues of social tension and
change), and interactionist theories (primarily for “micro”
issues). Above all, T have carried these perspectives
throughout the book—not by applying them mechanically
to everything, but by introducing particular theoretical
perspectives where they will genuinely enhance under-
standing of a specific problem. Where the perspectives



complement one another, as they often do, this is made
clear; where they seem contradictory, the problem is dis-
cussed, and, if possible, resolved. I have drawn extensively,
of course, on the ideas of contemporary sociologists; but in
keeping with the continuing resurgence of interest in clas-
sical thinkers, I have given due emphasis to such writers as
Marx, Durkheim, and Weber.

Readings. 1 have added a number of readings from
original sources at appropriate places in the text. These
readings have been chosen for their interest and relevance,
and are designed to give the student a deeper, more first-
hand experience of sociological writing and research.

Pedagogical aids. Several features of the book are de-
signed to aid the learning process. Each chapter begins with
a brief overview of its major topics and closes with a
numbered, point-by-point summary of the contents. All
important terms are italicized and defined where they first
appear, and unfamiliar terms are illustrated by an example.
These terms are also listed (with the number of the page on
which they are defined) for end-of-chapter review.
Throughout the book there are occasional “boxes” con-
taining short and relevant items of interest. The illustra-
tions in the previous edition were a particularly well-
received feature of the text, and I have spent countless
hours poring over photographs, cartoons, fine art, and
other graphic materials in order to further enhance this
aspect of the book. The present edition is more abundantly
illustrated, and employs more color, than its predecessor;
but, as before, I have carefully selected the illustrative ma-
terial for pedagogical rather than purely decorative reasons,
and have provided unusually full captions that reinforce and
amplify the text discussion. Numerous tables and charts,
up-to-date and easy to read, are used to aid the student’s
understanding of concepts and sociological data. Each
chapter also contains an annotated list of suggestions for
further reading.

Glossary. The book contains an extensive glossary—vir-
tually a mini-dictionary—of over three hundred important
sociological terms. The glossary can be used both for ready
reference and for reviewing purposes.
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Library research techniques. 1 have included a brief ap-
pendix on techniques of library resecarch. This appendix is
intended as a handy guide to library facilities; it offers
many suggestions for tracking down sources and informa-
tion and should prove useful to students working on term
papers or research projects.

Supplementary Materials

A new Study Guide is available to help students in both
their understanding and their reviewing of the course. The
guide, prepared by Carla B. Howery (The University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee) and Alfred A. Clarke, Jr. (West-
ern New England College), includes learning objectives,
chapter summaries, multiple-choice questions, application
exercises, and case studies.

The text is further complemented by a comprehensive
Instructor’s Manual, extensively revised by Donald P. Irish
(Hamline University) and Carla B. Howery. Also avail-
able are a Test Bank, revised by M. Jay Crowe (University
of Colorado, Denver) and consisting of nearly a thousand
class-tested multiple-choice questions (many of them
computer-validated), and an accompanying Computerized
Test-Generation System. The text has also served as the basis
for a series of video lectures, prepared for open-circuit
broadcast and cable television by the Dallas County Com-
munity College District. (The series is supplemented by a
study guide and faculty manual.)

In addition, I have prepared an anthology of readings in
applied sociology, The Social World. Organized in the same
sequence as the text, it should provide a useful accompani-
ment to it. =

Thanks

Many people have helped in the preparation of this book,
including the hundreds of users—both professors and stu-
dents—whom I have talked to personally or with whom
I've corresponded about the text. I am especially grateful to
a number of my colleagues who evaluated various parts of
the published first edition or of the manuscript for the
second edition for accuracy, coverage, readability, currency,
and teachability. The book owes a great deal to the many
constructive criticisms and suggestions they offered. The
reviewers were:
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Stephen Beach, Avila College

Ivar Berg, Vanderbilt University

Randall Collins, University of Virginia

Peter Dodge, University of New Hampshire

Arthur Greil, Alfred University

Phillip S. Hughes, Rutgers University

Donald P. Irish, Hamline University

Dennis R. McGrath, Community College of Philadelphia

Keith Melville, President’s Commission for a National
Agenda for the Eighties

James D. Orcutt, Florida State University

Anthony M. Orum, University of Texas, Austin

Vincent N. Parrillo, The William Paterson College of
New Jersey

Chad Richardson, Pan American University

Howard Robboy, Trenton State College

Barrie W. Robinson, University of Alberta

Edwin Rosenberg, Western Washington University

Daniel Rossides, Bowdoin College

Pepper Schwartz, University of Washington

Donna L. Scott, Portland State University

Guy E. Swanson, University of California, Berkeley

Shirley Weitz, The New School

Joan Weston, Dallas County Community College

John Wilson, Duke University

~ I'must record a special word of thanks to Donald Irish, who

scad the entire manuscript of both editions; the book has
beuctied enormously from his cogent criticism and hu-
mane wisdom. A number of students from different col-
leges and universities also critiqued the manuscript from
the student viewpoint or helped with the research for the
book, and I am especially grateful to Robert L. Cohen,
Sunil Sen Gupta, Christopher Philips, and Kevin Williams.

Of course, I have not always agreed with the reviewers
(nor have they always agreed with one another!) and the
responsibility for the final manuscript is entirely my own.

Finally, I have been fortunate to continue my associa-
tion with Worth Publishers, a young and vigorous com-
pany with a well-deserved reputation for its commitment
to quality at every stage of the publishing process. For the
effort they put into this book, my sincere thanks go to the
staff of Worth, and particularly to Linda Baron Davis,
editorial manager, to Peter Deane, the editor, and to
George Touloumes, production manager, for their re-
markable skills, talent, and dedication.

Taedlish,z

February, 1981 IAN ROBERTSON
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UNIT 1

Introduction
to Sociology

Like any subject that deals with people, sociology is inherently
fascinating. This introductory unit explains what sociology is, as
well as what sociologists do and how they go about their work. In
reading it you will discover sociology’s distinctive perspective on
human society and social behavior.

The first chapter offers you a general overview of the dis-
cipline, presenting sociologists as “strangers” in the familiar
landscape of their own society: in other words, as people who look
afresh at the world others take for granted. The chapter explains
the “sociological imagination”—the vivid awareness you will
gain of the close link between personal experience and wider
social forces. It also discusses the scientific nature of sociology, the
relationship of sociology to other social sciences, the history of the
discipline, and the major theoretical approaches that sociologists
use to make sense of their subject matter.

The second chapter discusses the methods sociologists use to
investigate the social world. Sociological research is essentially a
form of detective work, in which the sociologist tries to _find out
what is happening in society and why. The value of the so-
ciologist’s conclusions is obviously influenced by the accuracy and
reliability of the methods that are used to collect and analyze the
evidence. The chapter therefore examines the problems of tracing
cause and effect in social behavior, the unique difficulties so-
ciologists face in their research, and the methods they use to
uncover the facts about social life.






