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Preface

Although in this edition Applied General Stalistics has been largely
rewritten, the objective is the same as that of the first edition: to deseribe
the more commonly used statistical methods and to illustrate their ap-
plications in many fields.

The scope is essentially the same as that of the earlier edition, but the
topic of statistical significance has been expanded, while the book as a
whole has been shortened some 115 pages. Nearly all of the illustrative
examples are new and, as before, represent real rather than hypothetical
data. The order of topics has been altered, the fitting of curves to fre-
quency distributions and the discussion of significance tests having been
moved to the end of the book. A few of the symbols have been changed,
for simplicity and clarity. Each chapter which uses symbols is preceded
by a “symbol vocabulary” for that chapter. The forthcoming fourth
edition of Workbook in Applied General Statistics will conform to this
edition in regard to symbols used and the order of topics.

This second edition of Applied General Statistics was prepared by
I'rederick E. Croxton, except that Dudley J. Cowden provided a first
draft of three chapters. The third edition of Practical Business Statistics
will be prepared by Dudley J. Cowden.

[ 'am indebted to Professor Sir Ronald A. Fisher, Cambridge, to Dr.
Frank Yates, Rothamsted, and to Messrs. Oliver and Boyd Ltd., Edin-
burgh, for permission to reprint portions of Tables 111 and 1V from their
book Statistical Tables for Biological, Agricultural, and Medical Research.
I am similarly indebted to Professor Egon S. Pearson and to the Bio-
metrica Trustees for permission to reprint the tables or portions of tables
from Biometrika and from E. 8. Pearson and H. O. Hartley’s Biometrica
Tables for Statisticians, Volume 1, which are shown here in Appendices I,
J, M, O, and P, as well as Charts 25.6 and 25.7. Other persons, and
organizations, who supplied data or gave permission to reprint material
are acknowledged at the appropriate location.

Many people helped with the work incidental to the revision of this
textbook. Dr. James D. Paris prepared the first draft of the two chapters
on index numbers, and Robert E. Lewis wrote the initial draft of the
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description of the method of adjusting a seasonal index for the date of
Easter. Portions of the manuscript were read by Alfred J. Kana,
Associate in Statistics, Columbia University. Charles H. Wittmann
helped with some phases of the research incidental to the preparation of
the manuscript. Julius I. Brown, Roy C. Calogeras (now Lecturer in
Statistics, Columbia University), and Donald W. Lovejoy performed
computations. Keith Galli, Antony Herrey, Marcia Silfin, Mirian
Weissman, and Faedon Xydis assisted in the drawing of charts, many
of which were lettered by Marie Morisawa. Most of the manuscript was
typed by Miss Hsi-lan Wang. To all of these who helped I express my
thanks, but my particular thanks are extended to my wife, Rosetta
R. Croxton, who was ready to do whatever was needed whether it was
computing, drawing charts, lettering, or working with me on the index.
Freprerick E. CROXTON
[.eonia,
New Jersey
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