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ABSTRACT

China, with the largest population in the world, is striving for the goal
of prosperity and civilization, health and happiness, and lasting peace.
However, it is the very population of China that becomes the most arduous
obstacle for China to tackle and transcend in order to achieve this goal. In
China, the population problem, more prominent and thorny than any other
problem, has a stake in each person, each family and the destiny of the
Chinese nation.

The manifestations of the population problem in China includes not
only overpopulation and severe unbalance between population and natural
resources, but also the hasty launch and rapid thrust of population aging
under the double pressure of overpopulation and “aging before affluence”.
All of these manifestations mentioned above worsen the population problem
and make it even more difficult to resolve. In face of the challenge of
population aging, people from Chinese political circle and academic circle
have worked proactively to put forward different kinds of resolutions. This
postdoctoral research report has offered systematic analysis and prospective
studies on the issue that population aging influences the social development
and social construction on four aspects of individual, family, community,
and society, from microcosmic to macrocosmic, from positive influences to
negative ones. On that basis, this research report puts forward some
corresponding tactics.

Population aging, to some degree, has influences on each person in this

society. In the population-aging society, almost everyone has witnessed
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changes under pressure of population aging, including children’s healthy
growth, adults’ career and life, and elders’ living condition and value
realization and so on. Were the pressure of population aging to be
successfully shifted into driving force behind the revival of Chinese
traditional concept, filial piety, it would promote the form of social
atmosphere, respect the old and care for the young. To learn how to
conduct self-cultivation and make contributions to the society constitutes an
important aspect of self-improvement of the old.

Population aging has a prominent impact on marriage and family . As
the population aging progresses, great changes have taken place in family
structure, family function, family types and elders’ marriage. There is an
upsurge of elder-living-alone families and empty-nest families. The
traditional way of providing for the aged by family, prevalent for thousands
of years, is going to collapse, which forces us to transfer the responsibilities
to the society. such as material supply, living care, spiritual comfort and
medical treatment and so on . Therefore, the socialized way of caring the
old is going to see greater development and inevitably replace the traditional
way. .

The influence on community construction by population aging deserves
further research. As the meso-field, community has serious structural
defects in China, namely, the deficiency of public sphere in community.
Due to the lack of common belief, common public interest, common activity
space, and common sense and culture of community, people in community
of China are isolated from each other, as well as families. Organic
relationship hasn’t been established among people and families, thus
resulting in the deficiency of concentration and cohesion in community. It is
the key point that China’s community construction should attach importance
to the structural deficiency mentioned above, construct and recover the
defect of public sphere, improve the function of caring the old by
community in order to provide good conditions for elders to enjoy their life
and bring the positive role of community in caring the old into full play.

Population aging also poses great challenges on the current social

security system for the old in China. It is strategically significant and urgent
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to establish and perfect the endowment insurance system and Medicare
system in this aging time and is consistent with the concept of building a
socialist harmonious society. Therefore, the whole country should attach
great importance and do its utmost to be well aware of the market economy
deficiency and establish a strong and solid social security embankment which
is of great significance to the protection of the disadvantaged minority, to
the prevention of risks in life and to the maintenance of social justice and has
a direct influence on long-term social stability, economic sustainable
development and people’s happy life.

Population aging has great influences on such aspects as institutional
improvements, cultural Construction, social morals, etc. Perfecting the
ensure regulations of the old people’s rights and interests, and enriching
their cultural life, and establishing the social morals of respecting the old in
the whole society, and all these measures are the essential factors to tackle
the challenges of population aging.

The most serious problem that population brings about to people across
the world is pension problem and this report puts forward some
countermeasures of pension problem in China. These countermeasures,
following the thread of turning urban and rural elders’ main property into
pension resources, advocate that unified social endowment insurance should
be established all over the country while setting up rural pension bases
through concentrating half of the responsibility croplands of the old via land
transfer and making these bases become community and paradise for elders.
In urban areas, it is essential, just as Singapore did, to vigorously establish
a house-for-pension financial mechanism which aims at turning urban elders’
main property, house property, into pension resources. At the mean time,
a nationwide regulation mechanism for elders ’ house property in other
places should be established in order to integrate all the house property
resources in China’s urban areas and give full play to the economic benefits
and social effects of house-for-pension in urban areas in China. In a word, it
is imperative for us to fully vitalize current pension resources and use the
nationwide resources to care for elders all over the country. We should

construct an integrated system of urban and rural endowment security
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which is multilevel and three dimensional with combined support from
family, society and the state, thus building our aging society into paradise
for elders. '

To sum up, this report analyzes positive and negative influences of
population aging on China’s social development through worldwide view and
dialectical method, aiming at searching for the fundamental route of
transferring the great pressure of Chinese population aging into the strong
driving force behind social development through academic research on key
points of four aspects of individual, family, community, and society. A
series of academic standpoints has been put forward in purpose of making
some contributions to the social development and social construction against
the background of population aging in China. '

Key words: population aging; social development; social construction;

influence
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