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2 Unit 1 Learn a Foreign Language for Your Career

Antipodes, the first books that many school children receive are totally
without text.

A teacher’s main concern is to help young beginning readers to de-
velop not only the ability to recognize words, but the skills necessary to
understand what these words mean. Even if a child is able to read aloud
fluently, he or she may not be able to understand much of it: this is called
“barking at text”. The teacher’s task of improving comprehension is made
harder by influences outside the classroom. But the adverse effects of
such things as television, video games, or limited language experiences
at home, can be offset by experiencing “rich” language at school.

Instead, it is not unusual for a book of 30 or more pages to have only
one sentence full of repetitive phrases. The artwork is often marvelous, but
the pictures make the language redundant, and the children have no need
to imagine anything when they read such books. Looking at a picture ac-
tively prevents children younger than nine from creating a mental image,
and can make it difficult for older children to do so. In order to learn how, to
comprehend, they need to have their innate powers of imagination trained.

As they grow older, many children turn aside from books without pic-
tures, and it is a situation made more serious as our culture becomes
more visual. It is hard to wean children off picture books when pictures
have played a major part throughout their formative reading experiences,
and when there is competition for their attention from so many other sources
of entertainment. The least intelligent are most vulnerable, but tests show
that even intelligent children are being affected. The response of educa-
tors has been to extend the use of pictures in books and to simplify the
language, even at senior levels. The Universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge recently held joint conferences to discuss the noticeably rapid de-
cline in literacy among their undergraduates.

Pictures are also used to help motivate children to read because
they are beautiful and eye-catching. But motivation to read should be
provided by listening to stories well read, where children imagine in re-
sponse to the story. Then, as they start to read, they have this experience
to help them understand the language. If we present pictures to save chil-
dren the trouble of developing these creative skills, then | think we are
making a great mistake.
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Unit 1 Learn a Foreign Language for Your Career 3

Check your understanding

' Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage? Please write

YES if the statement agrees with the information given;
NO if the statement contradicts the information given;
NOT GIVEN if there is no information about this.

1. The search for the cause of the decline in literacy is very fruitful.

2. Itis traditionally accepted that children’s books should contain few pictures.

3. Empirical evidence has shown that pictures help teach reading.

4. Teachers aim to teach both word recognition and word meaning.

5. Older children are still having difficulty in handling texts without pictures.

6. Literacy was discussed at a recent worldwide academic conference.

7. Most intelligent school children do not like to read picture books.

8. Reading a book without pictures can help develop children’s imagination.

Summary of useful patterns

2 Here are some useful sentences taken from the passage. Read them and the supporting
examples carefully and translate the Chinese sentences given below by modeling them
on the patterns of the English sentences.

1. There is great concern in Europe and North America about declining standards of literacy in
schools.

— There is growing concern in Western countries about violence on television.

— There is great concern in the world about the death and the destruction which the terrorists are
causing.

— R ARG L vE R S T REHOR R W

2. The development of literacy has far-reaching effects on general intellectual development.

— Poverty and stress have far-reaching effects on child development.

— Domestic violence has far-reaching effects on the community as a whole.
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— ZUFREAMEREEG . SCALRTRE 2 # R ™ H R R R2

3. For the past two decades, illustrations in reading primers have become increasingly detailed and
obtrusive.

— In the past five years, graphical software has become increasingly helpful in technical drawing.

— In the past two years, bike thefts have become increasingly common on campus.

— fEd X IAFER, PURBORBIRAT,

4. Amazingly, there is virtually no empirical evidence to support the use of illustrations in
teaching reading.

— Despite the explosion of information patents in the U.S. over the past two decades, there is
virtually no empirical evidence from which policy conclusions can be derived

— A recent study found that there was virtually no empirical evidence to support the new policy.

— JLPFEA MR R L R RIE S T Bk,

5. A teacher’s main concern is to help young beginning readers to develop not only the ability to
recognize words, but the skills necessary to understand what these words mean.

— The government’s main concern is to reduce crime in the cities.

— Most people agree that nowadays AIDS has become the main concern of the world.

— FERF R F RO Rk,

6. It is not unusual for a book of 30 or more pages to have only one sentence full of repetitive
phrases.

— It is not unusual for young doctors to work a 70-hour week.

— It is not unusual for medical students to read about rabies.

— R¥FAEEEA AR, LEECARRN.

7. Looking at a picture actively prevents children younger than nine from creating a mental image.

— Nothing could prevent him from speaking out against injustice.

— Taking exercises regularly can prevent people from becoming fat.

— BORFRIUT ™ 4% B 45 e By 1k A1 SR P i 98 7 A

8. Itis hard to wean children off picture books when pictures have played a major part throughout
their formative reading experiences.

— The motor vehicle industry has a big part to play in reducing global warming.

— Natural disasters no longer play a major part in the destruction of species.

— By s e R PR T EEIER,

Build up your language stock

’ Fill in the blanks with the proper words given below, changing the form if necessary.

virtually adverse offset impede
prompt decline extinction literacy



Unit 1 Learn a Foreign Language for Your Career 5

[

. Pictures do not help young children a lot in learning letters of the alphabet and other basic

skills.
The thought of her daughter’s wedding day her to lose some weight, since she
wanted to look good on that day.
SARS has summer plans for Chinese students at the university who have to delay
their visits or returns to China until the disease level ebbs GB, %5, ZEiB).

4. The increase in private cars has resulted in the of public transport.

Human beings are currently causing the greatest mass of species ever since 65
million years ago.

all edible substances, and many food products, are now marketed as being low-fat
or fat-free.

This drug is known to have side effects.

. Prices have risen in order to the increased cost of raw materials.

Translate the following sentences into English.

L. ZAF B8 2 3 ) i % AN BCT % 17 10%, (decline)

2. BMHIEFERMALIE, HigRFEEMANEREZ% , (simplify, increasing)
3. XA HRIE DR 80K e 51 & 80t T4E, (motivate)

4. M TN AN ET L TAE, (interfere with)

9,
6
7
8

XY B )8 E E DA RFMIED: A, (focus on)

LR R A RE L SE R EE 27 . (impoverish)
R IREE, REBRESY, REALBBMZ T . (save sb. the trouble)

MBI ER, JFRT ~F#i 5. (in response to)

5 Fill in each blank with a proper adjective from the passage.

1.

o N o W9

% =

China’s entrance to the WTO has prompted ____ educational changes, especially in
foreign language teaching.

A teacher can play an important role in the development of a student.

The search for the cause of the increase in illiteracy in the U.K. turned out to be

Machines can now perform many simple tasks at home.

Children need to have their powers of imagination trained.

With illustrations in reading primers becoming increasingly detailed and ‘obtrusive, our cul-
ture becomes more

Pictures have played a major part throughout children’s reading experiences.

. Pictures in textbooks seem to prevent children from developing their skills and

imagination.
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GEEGILGRGIETTICENLLE How to Be a Successful Language Learner

Some people seem to have a knack for learning languages. They #i15, k%
can pick up new vocabulary, master rules of grammar, and learn to write 53|, K&
in the new language more quickly than others. They do not seem to be
any more intelligent than others, so what makes language learning so
much easier for them? Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful
language learners we may discover a few of the techniques which make %
language learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners.
They do not depend on the book or the teacher; they discover their own
way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain,
they try to find the patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good
guessers who look for clues and form their own conclusions. When they %mu FHI%R
guess wrong, they guess again. They try to learn from their mistakes.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, success-
ful learners do not wait for a chance to use the language; they look for
such a chance. They find people who speak the language and they ask
these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try
anything to communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or
to say strange things; they are willing to make mistakes and try again.
When communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inex-
act or incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in the AR5E4H)
language than to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose.
They want to learn the language in order to communicate with the native
speakers and to learn from them. They find it easy to practice using the
language regularly because they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful lan-
guage learner, you have probably been learning independently, actively, ffi~7 b
and purposefully. On the other hand, if your language learning has been 4 H #3th
less than successful, you might do well to try some of the techniques out- %1%
lined above.



Unit 1 Learn a Foreign Language for Your Career 7

Check your understanding

6 Choose the correct answer according to the passage.

1.

)

What makes language learning easier for some people than for others?
A. Successful language learners are more intelligent than others.

B. Some people learn grammar more quickly than others.

C. Successful language learners use good techniques.

D. Some people have good teachers and good books.

The main idea of paragraph 2 is that successful language learners are
A. good guessers

B. independent learners

C. people who learn from their mistakes

D. people who look for clues

Active language learners

A. will try everything to communicate

B. are careful not to make mistakes

C. can’t tolerate inexact information

D. wait for a chance to use the language

“If your language learning has been less than successful, you might do well to try some of the
techniques outlined above.” What does this sentence mean?

A. Less successful language learners can do as well as successful language learners.

B. The causes of less successful language learning are outlined above.

C. The techniques outlined above are only good for successful learners.

D. Unsuccessful language learners should try the techniques of successful language learners.
Why did the author write this passage?

A. To compare language learning with other types of learning.

B. To encourage learners to learn the way to learn a language.

C. To explain why language learning is difficult.

D. To tell people how to learn a language.

Build up your vocabulary

7 Fill in the blanks with the proper words or expressions from the passage, changing the
from if necessary.

1.
2.
3.

She French when she was living in Paris.
Highly children have an ability to learn and process complex information rapidly.
Two research bodies reached the same conclusion.
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4. Since I've already graduated from college, I don’t want to my parents financially.

5. As my new home is near the company, I can now walk to work taking a bus.

6. Independent learners don’t depend on the teacher to find the and the rules of the
language.

7. For most Chinese learners, the purpose of learning English is to effectively.

8. Sometimes people are to work overtime just for double pay.

8 Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. Some people seem to have a knack for learning languages.

2. They can pick up new vocabulary, master rules of grammar, and learn to write in the new
language more quickly than others.

3. Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful language learners we may discover a few of
the techniques which make language learning easier for them.

4. They are good guessers who look for clues and form their own conclusions.

5. When communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete.

6. If you are a successful language learner, you have probably been learning independently,
actively, and purposefully.

Writing

Certificate of Attendance
Sample
e
This is to certify that
Mr. Xu Feng
of
People’s Bank of China

has successfully completed the training on
Financing Tools and Financial Innovations
conducted
from 5 to 25 July 2004

Paul Tench
Managing Director
Price Waterhouse Coopers
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New Words and Expressions

award /o'wo:d/ v. =T
* certify /'so:tifai/ V. WEBH
financing /fai'n@nsir/ n. HSHERe, BY

Comprehension check

’ Fill in the blanks with the information you’ve got from the above certificate.

1. Mr. Xu was from

2. The training course Mr. Xu completed successfully was

3. The length of the course Mr. Xu took was

Simulated writing

2 Write a certificate of attendance according to the given situation.

Suppose you are Gary Mond, Managing Director of Redcliffe Training Associates Limited.
Mr. Xu Feng, from People’s Bank of China, completed a training program on Financial Analysis
on Corporate Borrowers. The training was held in London from 12 to 30 July, 2004. Please write
a certificate of attendance for Mr. Xu.

Listening and Speaking =———————

New Words and Expressions

topic /'topik/ n. 0]

Listening comprehension

’ Listen to the dialogue and judge whether the following statements are true or false. Write
T/ F accordingly.
1. The candidate’s hometown is Dalian. ()

2. According to the candidate, some people may not like Dalian because of the wet weather
there. () '
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oy th B W

The candidate is a second year student of computers. ()
The candidate dislikes her major because she has to work very hard. ()
The candidate visits the online chatroom quite often. ()

The candidate likes to read in her spare time. ()

2 Complete the following dialogue by translating the Chinese given in the brackets.

Interviewer:
Candidate:
Interviewer:
Candidate:

Interviewer:

Candidate:
Interviewer:
Candidate:
Interviewer:
Candidate:

Interviewer:
Candidate:

Interviewer:
Candidate:

Interviewer:

Candidate:
Interviewer:
Candidate:

Interviewer:
Candidate:

Good morning. My name is Matt. Could you tell me your full name, please?

My name is Wang Dan. 1. ({HRRW] LAY FMargaret,, )
Can you tell me where you’re from?
2 (BRI, JERBIER. )

Now just to start out, I’d like to ask a few questions about you. Are you currently
working or are you a student?

3. (BRIAER B KFE, )

OK, and what is your major?

4. (FRRFTHEMN, )

Do you like your major?

Yes, I do. 5. (TR LR Qe 5 AR EBE, ) like

learning about how to solve new problems.
Is there anything about your major that you don’t particularly like?
6. (A4 TRA R, ) Youknow, [have

to study a lot of technical terms and rules.

Well, how about when you are not studying? What do you do in your spare time?

7. (RERATHRE. )

When you do get time off from school during your holidays, what do you usually
do?

Many different things. 8. AR EERIT. )
If you are going on a long trip, how do you prefer to travel?
9. (A FEMA &ML, ) Of course they’re more

expensive. So my favorite way is to go by train, as long as the train is not too
crowded.

Has transportation changed much in the last 20 years?

10. (BAEFEPENMNIERER, ) Soif you

visit any major city in China, you will see a lot more cars on the road than before.

3 Fill in the blanks according to the instructions given in Chinese.

Interviewer:

Now, I’'m going to give you a topic and I’d like you to talk about it for one or two

minutes. 1. (LA — 5 #h o

#HWflE, ) And you can make some notes if you wish. Do you understand?
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Candidate:  Yes, no problem.

Interviewer:  Here’s your topic and 2. (BLEA
XILA G RMEF%., ) I'dlike you to describe a recent news story that
you have heard or read about.

Candidate:  OK, thank you.

Interviewer:  Right. So remember you have one or two minutes. 3.

(ULBABLAE AT LAJFAG , I [l B 2 52mE, )

Candidate: ~ Well, 4. (BB —RAEM

EEBIRCE, )

Interviewer:  OK, You talked about this news story from the Internet. 5.
(aRR AL EMEHE, )

Candidate:  Yes, as often as I can.

_— Merry Learning = ——

A woman came into our bank to get a check
cashed, but she didn’'t have an account with us. When
| asked her for some identification, she showed me
several charge cards, her Social Security card and a
library card. | told her we needed a driver’s license,

but she didn’t have one.

“Don’t you have something with your picture on
it?” | asked.

“Oh, sure,” she said as she flipped to a family
photo in her wallet. “That’'s me in the back row.”




