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Introductory Notes
.Thnbooklsthcmcomlmani;soffourbooksw:ittcn
specially for secondary schools. Many special features, especially
new international trends in the teaching of English, have been

incotporated in the book to make it lively and stimulating to
bodlthctmdncrandhnpupils.

This book consists of twenty Tachmg Units and four end-
of-term Test Units. Each Teaching Unit is divided into:

Comprchension

A Revision

B Aspects of Grammar

C Tenses

D Structural Pattern
Practical English
Speech Practice
Composition

Compechension

The passages in this book have been very carefully written,

selected and adapted from books, magazines, and newspapers

for their variety and interest.s Many of these passages have a

Singapore or Ascan background to foster greater interest in and

understanding of the pupil’s local environment and his neigh-
bours.

Word study at the end of the passages involves vocabulary
in context. The emphasis is on the meaning of words as used
in the passages and usage of the words in other contexis. The
study of idiomatic and figurative expressions is also included.

Language

A non-formal approach has been adopted wherever and when-
ever possible. Essential language items must undeniably be
taught in order to develop writing skills. But the emphasis is
always on functional grammar rather than traditional.



Practical English i
This section aims at developing communicative and social com-

petence. Besides, it provxdcs supplementary materials for de-
veloping proficiency in English.

Composition

~ The aims of this section are to teach the basis of orgamzed writ-
ing as well as to make composition writing a pleasure. As much
guidance as possible is given to the pupil without sacrificing
originality in thought and expression. Generally, composition
topics are related to the comprehension passages and language
items.

Speech Practice

This section completes the introduction to phonetics developed
in Book. One, besides introducing new items like stress, spell-
ing, pronunciation and link-up.
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The Frenchman’s Stockings

There is a story of a Frenchman who was once undressing
to go to bed. He wore two pairs of stockings: a black
woollen pair covered by a white silk pair. He took off the
white and black stockings from his right leg and held them
up. The stockings looked as though his legs were still in
them, and as he held them they moved towards each other.
When they touched, however, they went limp.

He took the white and black stockings off his other leg
and held these up. The same thing happened. As he was
interested now, he put both pairs back on again. This time
he took off both white stockings and held them up. Again
they looked as though his-legs were still in them, but this
time they swung away from each other when he held them
up. This made him wonder why a black stocking and a
white stocking swung towards each other, but two white
ones swung away from each other.

Scientists have now found the reason for the strange
behaviour of the Frenchman’s stockings. An experiment
will illustrate this.

Two balloons rubbed with woollen cloth swing away
from each other, and so do two pieces of glass rod which
have been rubbed with silk, but a rubbed balloon and a

1
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piece of glass rod swing towards each other.

Why is this? When glass is rubbed, it loses electrons and
so becomes short of them. When a balloon or piece of
amber is rubbed, electrons are removed from the wool to
the balloon so that the balloon has too many electrons.

We say that the glass has a different charge from the
balloon, and so these charges have been given different
names. Two hundred years ago Benjamin Franklin, who was
an American scientist, called the electric charge in rubbed
glass a NEGATIVE charge. He called the clectric charge in
amber or a balloon a POSITIVE charge.

We now know that unfortunately he got the names
the wrong way round. You must, therefore, be careful
to remember that something which is SHORT of electrons
has a POSITIVE charge and is marked with a + (plus) sign,
while something which has TOO MANY electrons has a
NEGATIVE charge and is marked with a — (minus) sign.

Things that have the same charge move away from each
other, but things with different charges move towards
cach other. Could you now explain why the Frenchman’s
stockings behaved in such a strange way?

Exercise 1

Answer these questions.

. What did the Frenchman notice when he held up the white

and the black stockings?

. What did he notice when he held up the pair of white

stockings?

.How do scientists explain the strange behaviour of the

stockings?

.How would you explain the terms: positive charge and

negative charge?

. What did Benjamin Franklin have to do with electric charge?

Exercise 2

Choose the best answer.

. The stockings went limp when

he touched them.

he put them down.

they touched each other.

they moved towards each other.

oaow»



