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Beijing Opera All You Want to Know is the first e-book combining texts, pictures, and illustrated

with audio and aria demonstration to help capture China's cultural quintessence - Beijing Opera. This
book utilizes the Aigo Pen, a high-tech intelligent product of China, to present to our readers the Beijing
Opera, China's most valuable cultural and artistic asset, in a uniquely vivid and multi-dimensional media,
an unparallel experience and pleasure of reading. Aigo Pen makes a tridimensional demonstration of
this rich form of performing art possible in this book; the richness anq depth of Beijing Opera highlights
Chinese cultural essence. Readers are expected to benefit from this form of presentation. Bejing Opera

All You Want to Know intends to be your valuable companion in your pursuit of Chinese culture.
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$'% Beijing Opera is one of the nation's
outstanding treasures of China. On May
20th, 2006, it became listed by the Central
Government of the PRC among the first
group of intangible cultural heritages at

the state level.

The Formation and Development
of Beijing Opera

Beijing Opera, also known as
‘Pihuang', has two basic tune-patterns
- Xipi and Erhuang, and is also sung in
some local tunes (e.g. Liuzi Tune, Chui
Tune) and tunes of Kunqu. The art
originated in Beijing around 1840 and
grew popularin the 1930s and 1940s,
when it became honored as the "National

Opera".
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g;ﬁb ‘Thirteen Leading Actors and Actresses" by Shen Rongpu is a colored
painting of thirteen celebrated actors of Beijing Opera and Kunqu during
the Emperors Tongzhi and Guangxu years (about 1860-1890) of the Qing
Dynasty. These actors had inherited the traditional performing styles with

innovations, and their performing skills increasingly approached maturity,

which raised the art of Beijing Opera to a new height.
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Thirteen Ranking Actors and Actresses
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The thirteen renowned actors from left to right ate
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Hao Lantian (lao dan), who acted Mistress Kang in “Scolding the Unfilial Son

hang Shengkui (lao sheng), who acted Mo Cheng in “A Precious Jade Cup Named ‘Scoop ¢
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Mei Qiaoling (dan), who acted Empress Dowager Xiao in “Yanmen Pass”
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Liu Gansa‘n (chow), who acted Mama from the countryside in “Going Home"
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Yu Ziyun (dan), who acted Wang Baochuan in “Engagement at the Decorated Gateway”
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» By 1917, a large number of preeminent Beijing Opera actors had emerged, bringing the art to

a period of prosperity and crowning maturity. The representative actors of that period were Yang
Xiaolou, Mei Lanfang, and Yu Shuyan.

‘“If:, » Through constant stage practice by numerous artists, Beijing Opera has developed a melodized
and normalized formula covering various aspects, such as literature, performance, melody, vocal
skills, face-painting, facial makeup, and musical accompaniment.

Beijing Opera has inherited the artistic accomplishments and repertoire of plays of Pihuang. ®
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In 1936, Ye Long Zhang, then headmaster of Fu Liancheng Beijing Opera Academy sit's with members for Mei Langfang's visit there
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" Yang Xiaolou playing Huang Tianba in

“Stealing the Royal Horse”
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¥ s Yu Shuyan playing Huang Zhongin

“Dingjun Mountain.’
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The Musical Accompaniment of Beijing Opera

(& The musical instruments for accompaniment of Beijing Opera are
divided into two groups - percussion instruments and stringed and winded
instruments. Percussion instruments are the soul of musical accompaniment.
The "Chang" (singing), "Nian" (line-speaking), "Zuo" (performing), "Da"
(fighting) and "Wu" (dancing) follow the prescribed melody and rhythm.
Singing should show cadence; line-speaking should be melodious, and

performing and dancing rhythmical.

o N e




m% U
Jinghu

L A%

@ Yuegin
i
Flute

& W
" Jingerhu

& =% & i

Sanxian Y Diyinhu

PR SR
Danpi guban

df% l\fgifi drum

e AR
‘Q& Xiaotang drum

LE®

Jiuyunluo

KB, #, %

Big gong, small gong and cymbals



