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Introduction

Forum

The Study of Cold War International History in China: A Review of the Last
Twenty Years / Xia Yafeng

Abstract: The study of Cold War international history in China has made
major strides in the past two decades. By using newly-available Chinese sources,
augmented by sources from American, British, Russian and Eastern European
archives, Chinese scholars have produced significant historical works on Cold War
history. As the latest publications in China show, Chinese scholars have been
gradually adopting a more evenhanded approach in their writings about the Cold
War. They have also expanded international cooperation by conducting joint
research projects and engaging in meaningful academic dialogues with foreign
scholars. This article offers a review of the field, including a survey of new
Chinese sources, the leading Chinese scholars, and their main research interests
and contributions. The article also points out the challenges, obstacles, and
opportunities of the field in China.

Research Articles

Revolution and Crisis: The Great Leap Forward and the Radicaliztion of
Chinese Foreign Policy / Chen Jian

Abstract: This article discusses the interactive relationship between the rise
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of the Great Leap Forward ( GLF) and the radicalization of Chinese foreign policy
in 1958. As far as the logic of Mao Zedong’s “revolution after revolution” is
concerned, the GLF did not happen because Chinese leaders acted on impulse. In
the context of Mao’s aspiration of transforming China’s state and society while, at
the same time, reviving China’s central position in the world through revolutionary
means, the GLF represented a natural outgrowth of China’s unique path toward
modernity in the Maoist era. The radicalization of Chinese foreign policy along with
the GLF’s rise was most clearly revealed through the Taiwan Strait crisis (as well as
the escalation of Sino-American confrontation) and the deterioration of Sino-Soviet
relations. Although the GLF took *surpassing Britain” as its apparent goal, it
actually aimed to catch up with the Soviet Union and surpass the United States,
and Mao thus challenged both Washington and Moscow. However, Mao did not
simply create tensions with the US and the Soviet Union to serve the needs of the
GLF. The radicalization of Chinese foreign policy in summer 1958 was closely
related to the GLF’s rise in the sense that international tensions caused by the
former helped legitimate the excessive domestic mobilization associated with the
latter. The GLF turned out to be an important reason leading up to further

deterioration of Sino-Soviet relations.

The Vietnam War and Lyndon Johnson’s Policy toward China / Zhai Qiang

Abstract: In August 1965, President Lyndon Johnson lifted the ban on
American travel to China, permitting American doctors, scientists, and people in
the field of public health to visit China. This policy adjustment terminated the
restrictions on travel to China that had been in place since the outbreak of the
Korean War. Why did Johnson make this adjustment? Many scholars argue that
Johnson made this move primarily in response to the pressure from abroad and at
home, including pressure from government officials, Congress, the press, and
intellectuals. But the “response to pressure” theory does not provide a satisfactory
answer to the question of timing in Johnson’s decision because ever since Johnson
succeeded John F. Kennedy as president in November 1963, he had been facing
international and domestic pressure to change American policy to China. Why did
he decide to remove the travel ban in the second half of 19657 Why didn’t he do so
in the second half of 1964 or in the first half of 19657 This article contends that
Johnson’s move to lift the travel restrictions against China was closely related to his
decision to escalate the war in Vietnam at the time. In the second part of 1964,
Johnson unleashed bombing against North Vietnam to punish and stop its infiltration
to South Vietnam. In the first part of 1965, Johnson also began to deploy American
ground troops in South Vietnam to Americanize the Vietnam War. But at the same

time, Johnson did net want to expand the war to China because he remembered the
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bitter lessons of the Korean War when Washington’s failure to heed Beijing’s
warning not to cross the 38th Parallel led to a direct Sino-American confrontation in
Korea. Johnson did not want to repeat the Korean tragedy in Vietnam. As a result,
when Johnson was escalating the war in Vietnam, he wanted to assure Chinese
leaders that the purpose of his escalation in Vietnam was limited and that he only
wanted to defend South Vietnam, an American ally, rather than seeking to destroy
the North Vietnamese government, a Chinese ally. In order to avoid a Chinese
misreading of the American intentions, Johnson decided to make a gesture of

goodwill, that is, the lifting of the travel restrictions.

Young Scholars’Forum

A Historical Study of the Soviet Support to the Formation of the State of
Israel / Xiao Yu

Abstract: After World War II, the Jews cant build up their own nation in
Palestine without the support of the United States and USSR. The support of the
latter is especially important. There are different opinions in academia about the
reason why the USSR gave support to the Jews. Based on the analysis of the latest
declassified files in USSR and Israel, the author puts forward his own views.

Mutual Approach and Cooperation between the CCP and the USSR during
the Civil War Period Focusing on the Shi-hua Bao Newspaper in Dalian /

Zheng Cheng

Abstract: Different from the early studies that were conceived to emphasize
diplomatic relations and military actions, this paper attempts to employ a new
approach that focuses on a Chinese-language newspaper, Shi-hua Bao, released by
Soviet military. More concretely, this paper probes into not only the cooperation
mechanism between Chinese and the Soviet, including the formation process and
solution of the conflicts between the two. It does this from the perspective of the daily
operations of the newspaper, such as personnel system, editorials, contents and
guidelines of the newspaper. The primary sources employed in this paper mainly
include the reminiscences of the staffs in the Shi-hua Bao, the interview with the

core member in Chinese staff, as well as the Shi-hua Bao in microfilm form.

Friendship and Soviet-Sino Friendship in the Whirlpool of Sino-Soviet Relation
/ Pan Peng

Abstract: Friendship and Soviet-Sino Friendship were the official magazines of
5



Sino-Soviet Friendship Association and Soviet-Sino Friendship ~Association
respectively. As the Sino-Soviet reciprocal folio magazines, they were both edited
in homeland with the help of other party’s experts before they were delivered to
other party’s country for printing and issuing. They had played important roles in
the communication of two country’s construction experience and in the advancement
of friendship and cooperation. However, with the emerging and developing of
discrepancy between China and Soviet Union, Friendship and Soviet-Sino
Friendship developed from “the windows of friendship” into “the forward position of
debate” , and propagated their own political points of view give tit for tat. In the
second half of 1960, these two friendship-named magazines were both failed in the
non-smoke “battlefield” because of having no way to be tolerated by the other party
finally.

Book Reviews

H-Diplo Roundtable Reviews, Volume IX, No. 4 (2008), Melvyn P. Leffler,
For the Soul of Mankind . The United States, the Soviet Union, and the Cold
War /

“New Cold War History Study” with a Clearer “ International History”
Approach—A Review of The Cold War Alliance and Its Predicament /
Yu Weimin

An Introdution to Bernd Stover’s Der Kalte Krieg 1947—1991: Geschichte
Eines Radikalen Zeitalters / Meng Zhongjie

| Oral History

A New Mission in the Forests of Sub-Saharan Africa—Record of Interview
with Senior Ma Faxian on his Trainig of Military Personnel in Africa /

A Record of Interviews with Ex-servicemen of the Korean People’s Army in
Yanbian / Xu Longnan

Dr. Kissinger’s Secret Visit to Beijing / Sultan Muhammad Khan

Information about Archives

Historical Materials and Scientific Cognition—Editing and Writing Tradition
on the History of Yugoslavia Relations with Socialist Countries /
Ljubodrag Dimic

The Agreement about Percentage in the Britain Archives: Additional
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Comments regarding Churchill’s Visit to Stalin in October 1944 / David Wolff

Archives and Documents

Chinese Archives and Documents - Foreign Archives and Documents
Archival Source on Zhou Enlai’s Trips to the Soviet Union, Poland and
Hungary in January 1957 /

British Diplomatic Documents on Post-war Palestine Issue /
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SURVEY ARTICLE
The Study of Cold War International History
in China:

A Review of the Last Twenty Years

I+ Yafeng Xia

Thtt Cold War dominated the latcer half of the twendieth century.
In the post-Cold War era, scholars in many countries have been using newly
available sources to scrutinize and reassess the history of the Cold War. The
concept of “Cold War intesnadional history” has become widely accepred
since the establishment of the Cold War International History Project
(CWIHP) ac the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in 1991,
In 1997 the historian John Lewis Gaddis coined a different rerm: the “new’
Cold War history,” which he characterized as multi-archival and aiming “to
draw upon the records of all major participants in the conflict.”"
The study of Cold War history in the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
has developed significantly over the past twenty years and has added an im-
portant dimension to the new Cold War history. This article offers a review
and appraisal of the field in China, including the availability of new Chinese
sources, the research interests of Chinese scholars, and their main contribu-
tions to the wider field. The article explores the impact of Chinese scholarship
on Chinese sociery and on Cold War studies outside China and concludes
by pointing out the challenges and opportunities for this field of study in
China.
The article is based in part on two months of research and interviews 1
did in China in the summer of 2006. In Beijing, I interviewed a number of
leading Chinese Cold War historians, including Shen Zhihua, Zhang Baijia,
Niu Jun, Li Danhui, Xu Lan, and others. In March 2007, while revising the

1. Sec John L, Gaddis, W Now Know: Rethinking Coid Wiy History (New York: Oxtord Universiry
Press, 1997}, p. 282.
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