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Abstract

Democracy boasts a rich connotative meaning and comprehen-
sive denotative meaning. Having taken historical and realistic stud-
ies on democracy issue, Marx critically inherits those excellent
democracy achievements accumulated along human societies, takes
his own revolutionary practice into consideration, summarizes
abundant experiences from working class’ struggling for democra-
cy, and puts forward that democracy is mainly a state institution.
Central to this basic idea, Marx frames his own theoretical system
of democracy ideology. This ideology consists of the connotative
meaning, essence, characteristics of democracy concept, the his-
torical advancement significances and class limitations of bourgeoi-
sie democracy, the contents and preconditions to realize proletariat
democracy. etc.

Under Marx’s democracy ideology, democracy is not expoun-
ded in the abstract, but in the way where the ideal pursued in most
human societies is united with the social-production-force develop-
ment and social-relation evolution. It is convinced that democracy
means the people shall be the master. The people being the master
is essentially impossible to be realized in any class-stratified society
that allows exploitation. The people being the master demands that
politics” liberalization go to society’s liberation, and then human
being’s liberation be realized. The proletariat is the material force

and diving engine for human being’s liberalization. For the sake of
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proletariat liberation, the proletariat dictatorship is a must, which
serves as a intergrade period towards human being’s definite liber-
ation. The proletariat dictatorship is the expression of the proletar-
iat democracy. Marx’s democracy ideology is in essence related to and
consistent with his socialism or communism ideology. In real life, de-
mocracy regime never exits by itself, and the absolute development of
democracy means the absolute democracy turns into socialism, and de-
mands socialism be realized at the same time. ” Democracy means rule by
the majority, which essentially runs contrary to capitalism. Socialism
claims that the private ownership for means of production be abolished,
which accords with the original ideas of democracy. The socialist pursuit
can only be realized within the framework of democracy institution. So-
cialism is to spread democracy towards the wider domains of social life.
Socialist requirements and struggles are part of the experiments to ex-
pand and deepen democracy.

Based on the above ideas, this paper first summarizes the con-
ditions and processes for the formation of Marx’s democracy ideol-
ogy. The establishment of historical materialism is the theoretical
basis for Marx's democracy ideology. Guided by the historical ma-
terialism, Marx criticizes and acquires reference from the past de-
mocracy ideas, reviews the then democratic revolution and working
class movements, and gradually forms and creates his own democ-
racy ideology,. That turns into the greatest revolution in human
being’s history of democracy ideas. The creation of Marx’s democ-
racy ideology goes through three phrases, that is, the scientific
definition of democracy, the formation of Marx’s democracy ideol-
ogy, and the advancement of Marx’s democracy ideology, etc.

Secondly, the paper demonstrates the scientific connotative
meaning, essence and characteristics of Marx’ s democracy con-

cept, which serves as the basis for Marx’s democracy ideological
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regime. The main contents are as follows: (1) About the scientific
connotative meaning of democracy concept. Marx believes that de-
mocracy is a multi-stratified concept with rich connotative mean-
ings; however, it mainly refers to a state institution. (2) The es-
sence of democracy means that the people become the master, exercise
rights and check powers with free spirits and of equal status. It embod-
ies the rights of the people. (3) Democracy exists in a concrete and his-
torical backdrop, not in an abstract and pure imagination.

Thirdly, this paper explores Marx's criticism against bourgeoi-
sie democracy. Such criticism constitutes the main components of
Marx’s democracy ideology. From the perspective of working class
and other laboring people, Marx employs historical materialism to
analyze bourgeoisie democracy in terms of materialism, dialectics,
and historicism., Marx holds that bourgeoisie democracy is a capi-
talist state institution that starts and develops along with the victo-
ry of bourgeoisie revolution and the establishment of capitalist sys-
tems. It is the product of a series of revolutions regarding old pro-
duction means and means of exchange. It is the social institution
established by the bourgeois on the basis of feudal system de-
stroyed also by the bourgeois. That social institution implies his-
toric progresses in negating feudal autocracy, advocating freedom
and equality, and offering political protection for all-round develop-
ments of social production forces. Marx definitely commends the
historic progresses of bourgeoisie democracy in the rising stages of
capitalism; however. he also reveals its bourgeoisie class nature.
inherent contradictions and historical limitations, and then requests
that proletariat political parties adopt right attitudes and strategies
to lead working class and general laboring people to struggle for
liberation and fulfill democracy.

Fourthly, the proletariat democracy ideology is the major con-
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tents of Marx’s democracy ideological theory. Based on the rela-
tionship between state and society, this ideology summarizes Com-
mune de Paris’s exploratory experiences to build up a democratic
institution, and puts forward that the essence of proletariat democ-
racy is the people being the master with proletariat dictatorship as
the true nature. The proletariat democracy should criticize and in-
spire from all series of human being’s achievements in democratic
political civilization like republics, and create a new democracy that
overcomes bourgeois democracy.

This ideology also includes Marx’s assumption of democracy
in future societies. When a communist society begins, everybody
would find his or her free expression in all-round developments,
any country would extinguish, and the political nature of democra-
cy would fade away too. In future societies, people management
would turn into thing management and then production manage-
ment, Till this time, the ideal of true democracy could be realized.

In the end, this paper ventures to comment on Marx’s democ-
racy ideology, and bring forward its scientific values and contempo-
rary significance.

Democracy issue is an essential component of Marxist theoreti-
cal system. Marx’s ideas about democracy are the source of Marx-
ist democracy ideology and the theoretical footstone for construc-
ting socialist democratic politics with China’s characteristics. Such
ideas also extend scientific values to inspire today’s researches.
Marx’s studies on democracy do mark a path for later generations

to discover the truth.

Key words: Karl Marx, democracy, the people being the master,
proletariat democracy, true democratic system, human being’s libera-

tion
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