-

" Great Writers of the English ‘La\ngu»;a‘ge




GREAT WRITERS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

POETS

EDITOR
JAMES VINSON

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
D. L. KIRKPATRICK



© by The Macmillan Press Ltd., 1979

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, without permission.

First published 1979 by

THE MACMILLAN PRESS LIMITED
London and Basingstoke

Associated companies in New York, Dublin
Melbourne, Johannesburg and Madras

ISBN 0333 25293 4

Typeset by Computacomp (UK) Ltd.,
Fort William, Scotland



EDITOR’S NOTE

The selection of writers included in this book is based on the recommendations of the
advisers listed on page ix.

The entry for each writer consists of a biography, a complete list of his published books, a
selected list of published bibliographies and critical studies on the writer, and a signed critical
essay on his work.

In the biographies, details of education, military service, and marriage(s) are generally
given before the usual chronological summary of the life of the writer ; awards and honours
are given last.

The Publications section is meant to include all book publications, though as a rule
broadsheets, single sermons and lectures, minor pamphlets, exhibition catalogues, etc. are
omitted. Under the heading Collections, we have listed the most recent collections of the
complete works and those of individual genres (verse, plays, novels, stories, and letters); only
those collections which have some editorial authority and were issued after the writer’s death
are listed; on-going editions are indicated by a dash after the date of publication; often a
general selection from the writer’s works or a selection from the works in the individual
genres listed above is included.

Titles are given in modern spelling. though the essayists were allowed to use original
spelling for titles and quotations; often the titles are “short.” The date given is that of the first
book publication, which often followed the first periodical or anthology publication by some
time ; we have listed the actual year of publication, often different from that given on the title-
page. No attempt has been made to indicate which works were published anonymously or
pseudonymously, or which works of fiction were published in more than one volume. We
have listed plays which were produced but not published, but only since 1700; librettos and
rmusical plays are listed along with the other plays; no attempt has been made to list lost or
unverified plays. Reprints of books (including facsimile editions) and revivals of plays are not
listed unless a revision or change of title is involved. The most recent edited version of
individual works is included if it supersedes the collected edition cited.

In the essays, short references to critical remarks refer to items cited in the Publications
section or in the Reading List. Introductions, memoirs, editorial matter, etc. in works cited in
the Publications section are not repeated in the Reading List.

We would like to thank the advisers and contributors for their patience and help.
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ABERCROMBIE, Lascelles. English. Born in Ashton-upon-Mersey, Cheshire, 9 January
1881. Educated at Malvern College ; University of Manchester, 1900—02. Married Catherine
Gwatkin in 1909; three sons, one daughter. Reporter, Liverpool Daily Courier, 1908-10;
free-lance journalist and reviewer, 1910-15; Inspector of Munitions, Liverpool, 1915-18.
Lecturer in Poetry, University of Liverpool, 1919-22: Professor of English Literature,
University of Leeds, 1922-29; Hildred Carlile Professor of English, Bedford College,
University of London, 192935, Goldsmith Reader in English, Merton College, Oxford,
1935-38. Clark Lecturer, Trinity College. Cambridge, 1923 Ballard Matthews Lecturer,
University College, Bangor, 1924 ; Leslie Stephen Lecturer, Cambridge, 1929 Lecturer in
Fine Arts, Queen’s University of Belfast, 1931; Turnbull Lecturer, Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, 1935; Gregynog Lecturer, University College. Aberystwyth, 1938.
M.A.: University of Liverpool: Oxford University; D.Lit.: Queen’s University of Belfast;
Litt.D.: University of Manchester; Cambridge University. Member of the British Academy,
1937. Died 27 October 1938.
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