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NOAH WEBSTER

OCTOBER 16, 1758 —MAY 28, 1843

THE significance of Noah Webster’s Dictionary and
his Spelling Book can be appreciated only when they
are viewed against the background spanned by his
life. He was born on an eighty-acre Connecticut farm
the year before Wolfe’s victory on the Plains of
Abraham, and lived to see American pioneers
penetrate overland into California and Oregon. He
was a small boy when the Stamp Act aroused
the colonists, and a student at Yale when college
classes were dispersed into the interior towns by
the menace of British landing parties. He marched
with his father against Burgoyne. In 1785, moved
by the incompetence of the Confederation of thir-
teen sovereign states, he wrote a widely circulated
argument for national union. In 1787 he issued an
influential pamphlet advocating the adoption of the
Federal Constitution. From 1793 to 1798 he owned,
managed, and edited a daily and a weekly newspaper
in New York City, supporting the Federalist policies
of Washington and Adams. Living under the first
ten presidents, he witnessed the acquisition of Louisi-
ana Territory and Florida, the admission of thirteen
additional states, and the approaching annexation of
Texas.

Out of the patriotism and nationalism inspired by
this sweep of events came the conviction that lusty
young America needed its own school books, its own
uniform language, and its own intellectual life. Into
the attainment of these ends Webster flung himself
with insatiable curiosity and indomitable energy. His
Blue-Backed Speller (which taught not only spelling
but pronunciation, common sens®, morals, and good
citizenship) was partly provoked by his efforts to use
Dilworth’s English spelling book while he was teach-
ing school in Connecticut, New York, and Philadel-
phia. His dictionaries (Compendious, 1806; American,
1828) were suggested partly by his resentment against
the ignorance concerning American institutions shown
in contemporary British dictionaries. All his life he
was a defender and interpreter of the American
political ‘‘experiment”’, withallitsculturalimplications.

His dictionaries and his Spelling Book grew out of
an intimate and vital familiarity with American life.
He knew the farm, the law, the city, the school, and
politics. He knew the country as a whole—he had
traveled (1785-1786) by horse, by carriage, and by
sailing vessel from Massachusetts to South Carolina,
persuading state legislatures to pass laws for the
protection of copyright. He was a spelling reformer,
an orchardist, a gardener, and an experimental scien-
tist. He was admitted to practice before the United
States Supreme Court. He became and remained a
devoted Calvinistic churchman. He wrote scores of
articles, books, and pamphlets on literary, economic,
political, philological, practical, and scientific subjects
—on banks, epidemics, insurance, the French Revolu-
tion, the decomposition of white-lead paint, the Jay
Treaty, and the rights of neutral nations in time of
war. He edited Governor Winthrop’s Journal. He

wrote and published a revised and emended version
of the Bible.

He assumed all the local duties and responsibil-
ities of a citizen. He was clerk and committeeman
of his Hartford school district. He was a mem-
ber for a time of the General Assembly of Con-
necticut and for a time of the General Court of
Massachusetts. He was councilman and alder-
man in New Haven and judge of the County
Court. In Amherst he was town moderator. He was
a director of the Hampshire Bible Society, a
vice-president of the Hampshire and Hampden
Agricultural Society, and a founder of the Con-
necticut Academy of Arts and Sciences. He was active

"in the establishment of both Amherst Academy and

Ambherst College, and was president of the Board of
Trustees of the Academy. In New Haven he cam-
paigned for the introduction of an adequate water
supply, and took active part in a movement to plant
elms along the streets.

In 1807 he wrote: “‘I hope to be able to finish my
Complete Dictionary. . . . It will require the incessant
labor of from three to five years.” In 1812 he moved
to Amherst, Massachusetts, where for ten years he
labored from point to point about the large circular
table that held the dictionaries and grammars of
twenty languages. In 1824 he sailed to spend a year
in the libraries of Paris, London, and Cambridge in
order to consult books not available in America. In
1828, at the age of seventy, he at length published
An American Dictionary of the English Language in a
two-volume edition of 2500 copies.

The American Dictionary stands practically beyond
praise or comparison. The excellence of the definitions
has received ample acknowledgment. But some other
features of Webster’'s work have never been ade-
quately recognized: First, the inclusion of thousands
of modern technical and scientific terms, making it
more than a purely literary dictionary. Second, the
discovery of the correct principle for arranging the
definitions, with the etymologically primary meaning
first. And third, the etymologies, which are mines of
pertinent and valuable information, as appears when
they are compared, not only with the results of an
added century of research, but especially with the
scanty or fragmentary treatment of Johnson, Junius,
and Skinner, and the speculations of Horne Tooke.

Webster brought out a revised edition of the Dic-
tionary in 1841, just before his death. The Spelling
Book had meanwhile undergone many revisions and
improvements. These two books, written to illuminate
and explain to the American people both their lan-
guage and their culture, were his contribution to
American civilization.

The publishers and the editors of this latest edition
of Webster's Dictionary have worked under the con-
stant responsibility of maintaining Noah Webster’s
standards of integrity and clarity in meeting the
needs of the whole modern English-speaking world.



11 \'el\ n, pl 1’8 or 1S often cap, often
attrib 1 a s the 12th letter of the English

]. l alphabet D : an instance of this letter

printed, written, or otherwise repre-

sented € : a speech counterpart of

orthographic | (as clear [ in lean or

Polish lipa, dark ! in cool and Polish

lapa) : 50 — see NUMBER table

3 : a printer’s type, a stamp, or some

other instrument for reproducing the

letter | 4 : someone or something

arbitrarily or conveniently designated /
esp. as the 11th or when j is used for the 10th the 12th in order
orclass 5 : something having the shape of the capital letter L:
as as2ELL 2 b :26LL 3 6 : ELEVATED RAILROAD (riding on
the L) ¢an L trainf X

2] abbr, often cap 1lady 2 lake 3 lambert 4 land_5 landing
6 landplane large” 8 lat 9 late 10 Latin 11 latitude
12launch 13law 14leaf 15league 16learner 17 leather
18 leave 19 left 20 legitimate 21 lempira 22 length
23 letter 24 leu 25 lev 26 lewisite 27 [L lex] law
28 liaison 29 [L liber] book 30 Liberal 31 [L libral
pound 32 licentiate 33 lift 34 light 35 lightning 36 line
37 liner 38 link 39 liquid lira 41 lit 42 liter
43 [L loco] in the place; [L locus] place 44 lodge 45 long
46 longitude 47 lord 48 lost 49 low 50 lumen

31 symbol, cap 1 ital inductance 2 ital kinetic potential

1- \in sense f:lé(.)vb' or jel, in sense 2 jel\ prefix [ISV, fr. lev-]
1 : levorotatory — usu. printed in italic (/-tartaric acid);
compare LEV-_ 2 : having a similar configuration at a selected
carbon atom in an optically active molecule to the configura-
tion of levorotatory glyceraldehyde — usu. printed as a
small capital {L-fructose) s )
1a \'l4\ n -s [ME, fr. ML, fr. L labii lip’s, a word sung to this
note in a medieval hymn to St. John the Baptist] 1 : the sixth
tone of the diatonic scale in solmization 2 : the tone A in the
fixed-do system X

21a \'lo, 'I4\ interj [ME (northern dial.), fr. OE la] 1 now
chiefly dial — used for emphasis {indeed, ~, 'tis a noble child
—Shak.) {(~1 Yes, I've heard tell about that old mortar —
Ford Times) 2 now chiefly dial — used to express surprise {(~
... how very smirking —Charles Dickens) ;

31a \'I4\ adj, usu cap [F, fem. of le, def. art,, the, fr. L ille that
one, that — more at LARIAT] $ THE — used with the family name
of a woman (shrugged elaborately — a crib ... from La
Dietrich —Nicholas Monsarrat)

1a abbr last X X

LA abbr 1 landing account 2 law agent 3 leading aircrafts-
man 4 legislative assembly 5 letter of authority 6 library
association 7 lighter than air 8 lightning arrester 9 local
agent 10 local authority 11 low altitude

La symbol lanthanum

LAA abbr light antiaircraft

laad \'lad\ Scot var of LAD .
1laa.ger \'liga(r)\ n -s [obs. Afrik lager (now, laer), fr. G,
camp, couch, lair, fr. OHG legar couch, lair — more at LAIR]
1 Africa: caMP; esp : a travelers’ encampment protected by a
circle of wagons 2 : a military >ment or defi ve

osition protected by a ring of armored vehicles
2]aager \*\ vi -ED/-ING/-5 : to form or camp in a laager : EN-

CAMP

laag-te \'likts\ n -s [ Afrik, fr. laag low; akin to ON lagr low
— more at LOW] Africa : a usu. relatively wide and level valley
in the veld

l1aap var of LERP

laa.ven-ite \'livo,nit\ also lav.en.ite \'lav-\ n_-s [Norw
Idvenit, fr. Ldven, island in the Langesund fiord, Norway +
Norw -it —itcjl : a mineral consisting of a complex silicate of
zirconium, calcium, manganese, and sometimes other elements
occurring in prismatic crystals

lab \'laii, -aa(e)b\ n -s [ME labbe, fr. labben to blab] archaic
: 'BLAB

21ab \*“\ n -s [by shortening) : LABORATORY

1ab abbr labor

l1ab.a.dism \'labs,dizom\ n -s usu cap [F labadisme, fr. Jean de
Labadie 11674 Fr. religious reformer + F -isme -ism] : the
doctrines and practices of Labadists

ab.a.dist \-_d3st\ n -s usu cap [Jean de Labadie 11674 + E
-ist] : a member of a communistic sect of radical Pietists of the
17th and 18th centuries emphasizing spiritual rebirth and the
inner illumination of the Holy Spirit as religious necessities

5 t \“\ adj, usu cap : of or relating to Labadists or to

their doctrines and practices

la bamba \li-\ n -s often cap L&B [AmerSp, the bamba]
: BAMBA

la.ban system \'labsn-\ n, usu cap L [after Rudolf Laban
F1958 Swiss dancing instructor] : a method of recording
bodily movement (as in a dance) on a staff by means of direc-
tion and other symbols that can be aligned with musical accom-
p — see ICOSAHEDRON

la-ba.ria \lo'biréo\ also la-bar-ri \-ré\ or la.bar.ria or
la.ba.rea \-réo\ n_-s [AmerSp labarial : a So. American
venomous snake variously identified as a coral snake or any of
several pit vipers

la-bar.raque’s solution \jlabsirak(s)-\ n, usu cap L [after
Antoine G. Labarraque 11850 Fr. chemist and pharmacist]
$ JAVELLE WATER b

lab.a.rum \'laborom\ # -s [LL] 1 : an imperial standard of
the later Roman emgcrors resembling the vexillum; esp : the
standard adopted by Constantine after his conversion to
Christianity consisting of a purple silk banner hanging from a
crosspiece on a pike and surmounted by a golden crown
bearing the chi-rho 2 : any symbolical standard or banner

lab-ba \'labo\ 7 -s [of Arawakan origin; akin to Arawak
labba paca] ¢ PACA

lab.ber \'laba(r)\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [perh. of imit. origin] dial
Eng : SPLASH, WET

lab.da.num \'labdenom\ or lad.a.num \-ad>n-\ n -s [ML

de fr. L lad. led. fr. Gk lad lédanon,

lap , fr. A

fr. lédon rockrose, of Sem origin] : a soft blackish brown to
greenish oleoresin that is obtained from various rockroses
(as Cistus ladanum, C. cretjcus), has a fragrant odor and bitter
taste, and is used in perfumes esp. as a fixative

-labe \,lab sometimes ,lab or ,Jaa(s)b\ n comb form -s [ME, fr.
MF, fr. ML -labium, fr. LGk -labion, dim. of Gk -labos (fr.
lambanein to take) — more at LEMMA] ¢ instrument : implement
cosmolabe)

lab.e.fac.tion \,labo'fakshon\ n -s [LL labefaction-, labe-
factio, fr. L labe/acm: (past part. of labefacere to cause to
totter, shake, fr. labare to totter + facere to make) + -ion-, -io
-ion] : a weakening or impairment esp. of moral principles or
civil order : DOWNFALL, OVERTHROW

la.bel \'labal\ n -S_often attrib [ME fr. MF, fr. OF label
ribbon, fringe, label in heraldry, prob. of Gmc origin; akin to
OHG lappa Ilar, lappet — more at LAP] 1 archaic : a narrow
piece (as of cloth) : STRIP, RIBBON, LAPPET; specif : one
attached to a document to hold 20bs:a
rider or a d rig. app t on an at-
tached strip 3 ¢ a heraldic charge consisting of a narrow bar
with usu. three pendants and used esp. as a_cadency mark to
distinguish an eldest or only son during his father’s life —
called also file 4 : a representation (as in medieval art) of a
band or scroll containing an inscription B a 2 a slip (as of
pﬂfper, parchment, cloth, leather, metal) that is inscri and
affixed to something for identification, direction, or descrip-
tion : TAG, STICKER {write your name on the ~ and tie it to the
basket) (books with gilt-lettered red morocco ~s) b$ written,
printed, or graphic matter attached to or accompanying an
article or inscribed on its container or wrapper identifying the
contents or giving other appropriate information (as the
destination of a parcel, the use of a medicine, the title of a
book) (read the ~.on the bottle) ¢ : a descriptive, classifying,
or identifying word or phrase: as (1) : EPITHET (the term
stream of consciousness . . . is already established as a litera
~ —Robert Humphrey) (acquired the ~ of *“playboy” whic!
seemed to stick —Brian Crozier) (hanging the subversive ~
on their own liberal clergy —Ralph Winnett) (2) : a word or
phrase used with but not as part of a dictionary definition
usu. in abbreviated form and distinctive type to provide in-
formation (as grammatical function or area or level of usage)

an appended seal
d to a d

1259

about the word defined sthe ~ obsolete is abbreviated obs)
(3) : a newspaper headline merely identifying the subject
matter of an article rather than summarizing action 6 : a
projecting molding by the sides and over the top of an open-
ing; specif ¢ a dripstone of square form characteristic of late
Gothic work in England 7 : an adhesive stamp: @ : POSTAGE
STAMP Db : a stamp issued for some purpose (as revenue,
notification of postage due) other than postage 8 : PANEL 3f(3)
9 : a labeled atom in a molecule 10 a (1) : a brand of com-
mercial recordings issued under a usu. trademarked name
(there are now available to record buyers more than 10,000
different ~s —Joel Turner) (from the Decca group we have,
on the parent ~, Liszt's “Faust” Symphony —Thomas Hein-
itz) (2) : one of the commercial recordings so issued (issue . . .
compositions first on classical ~s and then as “pops” singles —
Current Biog.) b : a company issuing commercial recordings
under one or more brand names {spent practically their entire
recording careers with one ~ —J.S.Wilson b. 1913) (most of
the recordings made by these jazzmen were for small ~s
—Bill Simon)

2label \"“\ vt labeled or labelled; labeled or labelled;
labeling or labelling \-b(a)lin\ labels 1 : to give a label
to: a : to affix a label to : mark with a label (~ a bottle)
b : to describe or designate with a label (subdivides his dis-
cussions ... by sections ~ed with numerals and letters —
Robert Halsband) (many girls ~ed “bad” turned out to be
. .. mentally ill —Marjorie Rittwagen) 2 a : to distinguish
(an element or atom) by using a radioactive isotope or an
isotope of unusual mass for tracing through chemical reac-
tions or biological grocesses (the distribution of ~ed phos-
Bhorus [radiophosphorus] in a moth larva —E.O.Lawrence)

¢ to distinguish (as a compound or molecule) esp. by intro-

ducing a labeled atom {(glycine ~ed with carbon 14 in the
carboxyl group) 3 .

label clause or 1abels clause » ¢ a clause in marine insurance
limiting the liability of the assurer when only labels, capsules,
or wrappers are damaged to the cost of reconditioning to an
amount not exceeding the insured value of the goods

la-bel-er or la-bel.ler \-b(a)la(r)\ n -s : one that labels; esp
: one who labels (as aaProducl) by hand or by machine

l?-gellnlate \la'be,1at\ adj [NL labellum + E -ate] : having a
abellum

lal.-gelll-lold \-16id\ adj [NL labellum + E -o0id] : resembling a
abellum

la.bel-lum \la'belam\ n, pl 1abella \-ls\ [NL, fr. L, small lip,
dim. of labrum lip — more at LIP] 1 : the median membrane of
the corolla of an orchid often dil‘fering.markedly from the
other two petals in shape and size, occasionally spurred, and
while morphologically inner becoming by torsion of the ovary
the outer or lower member 2 a : a prolongation of the labrum
of various beetles and true bugs that covers the basal part of
the rostrum b : either of a pair of sensitive fleshy lobes in
two-winged flies that terminate the proboscis sheath and con-
sist of the expanded end of the elongated labium

l1abels pl of LABEL, pres 3d sing of LABEL .

label stop n : a finishing boss at either end of a label, sill, or
sill course

-labes pl of -LABE

1abia pl of LABIUM X

1la.bi-al \'labesl\ adj [ML labialis, fr. L labium lip + -alis -al
— more at L1P] 1 : of or relating to the lips or labia (a ~
gland) (a ~ scale) 2 : giving its tones from impact of an air
current on a lip or liplike edge {a ~ instrument like the flute)
3 : produced with the participation of one or both lips — used

of consonants (as \f\, \v\, \p\, \b\) and of rounded vowels
(as \ii\) and semivowels (as \W\) — compare BILABIAL,
LABIODENTAL

21abial \"“\ n-s 1: FLUE PIPE 2 : a labial consonant 3 : one
of the small scales that border the lips of most snakes and
many other reptiles

labial gland n 1 : one of the small tubular mucous and serous
glands lying beneath the mucous membrane of the lips 2 : one
of the glands opening at the base of the labium of insects usu.
functioning as salivary glands but in some groups producing
silk or some other substance i

l1a.bi.alei.ty \,labé'alad-€\ n -Es : the quality or state of being

labial
la.bi.al.iza.tion \,Iabesld'zashaon\ n -s [labial + -ization]
: the action or result of labializing : ROUNDING
la.bi-al.ize \'labes,liz\ vt -ED/-ING/-s ['labial + -ize] : to
make labial: a:ROUND 1c(2) b:toreplace with a sound that
is labial (in S‘yanish auto, from Latin actus, a velar stop has
been labialized) . . ) )
la-bi-al-ly \'labeals, -li\ adv : in a labial manner ¢ with or by
means of the lips
labial palp » 2 a palp of a bivalve mollusk .
labial palpus n [part trans. of NL palpus labialis] : either of
the jointed appendages on the front of the mentum of an
insect — see INSECT illustration
labial stop n : a pipe-organ stop composed of labial pipes
l1abial teeth n pl ; the incisor and canine teeth .
la.bia ma.jo.ra \'labéama'jora, 3,01'0\ n pl [NL, lit., larger
l:l;))s] : the outer fatty folds bounding the vulva
labia mi.no.ra \-ms'nors, -néra\ n pl [NL, lit., smaller liTs]
s the inner highly vascular largely connective-tissue folds
bounding the vulva
la.bi.a.tae \,abe'a,te\ n pl [NL, fr. fem. pl. of labiatus
labiate] cap : a family of mostly aromatic herbs, shrubs, or
rarely trees (order Polemoniales) distinguished esp. by the
four-lobed ovary which becomes four one-seeded nutlets in
fruit — see MINT
Na-bi.ate \'labest, -&,at, usu -d-+V\ adj [NL labiatus, fr. L
labium lip + -atus -ate —more at LIP] 1 : having lips : LIPPED:
a : having the limb of a tubular corolla or calyx divided into
two unequal parts projecting one over the other like the lips of
a mouth (as in the snapdragon, sage, catnip) b anat : having
thickened fleshy margins : belonging to the Labiatae
3]]?-"’)_]-3(8 \'lab€,at\ n -s [NL Labiatae] : a plant of the
ablatae
labiate bear n [prob. trans. of NL Ursus labiatus; fr. its
prominent hps] * SLOTH BEAR
la.bi-at.ed \'labe,ad-3d\ adj : LABIATE
lab.i-dog-na.tha \, labs'dignatha\ [NL, fr. Gk labid-, labis
handle, forceps + NL -gnatha] syn of ARANEAE VERAE
la-bi-el-1a \,labé'ela\ n, pl l1abiel-1ae \-e(,)Ie\ [NL, dim. of L
labium lip] ¢ HYPOPHARYNX
la.bile \'labsl, '1a,bil also -,beI\ adj [ME labyl, fr. MF labile,
fr. LL labilis fleeting, transient aft to slip, fr. L labi to slip,
fall + -ilis -ile — more at SLEEP] 1 obs : prone to slip, err, or
lapse 2 [F, fr. MF] : characterized by a ready tendency
toward or capability for change ! CHANGEABLE, UNSTABLE {an
emotionally ~ patient) : ADAPTABLE ¢has so ~ a face that
some of her scenes ... rock with emotion —Manny Farber)
3 : readily or continually undergoing chemical or physical or
biological change or breakdown (as in the presence of a
specified factor) (heat-labile and heat-stable antigens) (the
Ferminanve plasma of the eggs is ~, producing under the in-
luence of various conditions of nourishment different results
—Auguste Lameere) (~ diabetes) ! fluctuating widely (~
blood pressure in hypertensives): as @ : readily undergoing
cleavage or molecular rearrangement or other chemical modifi-
cation (one of the chlorine atoms is readily removed as hy-
drogen chloride and is termed ~ or hydrolyzable chlorine —
H.L.Haller & Ruth L. Busbey) (acid-labile phosphate) —
compare UNSTABLE b : characterized by shifting interchange
(as of component material) without alteration in kind (~
equilibrium of a fluid) € psychol ¢ tending to discharge rather
than to retain affect d geol 3 unstable mechanically or chem-
ically (stable and ~ minerals) ¢(a ~ stratum) . .
1a.bil.i-ty \l2'bilad-8\ n -Es ! the quality or state of being labile
(believe that a fall in pulation level ... might enhance
evolutionary ~ —N.E.Collias & C.H.Southwick)
l?-g!l-.u.-za-t{on \.labals'zashan\ £ -s : the action or process of
abilizing
1a-bi.lize \'labs,liz\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [labile + -ize] ¢ to render
labile (as in chemical structure) X
1abio- comb form [L labium lip — more at LIP] 1 : the lips
labiograph) (labioplasty) 2 : labial and (labionasal)
labiovelar)
11a.bio.dental \;l1abe(,)6+ \ adj [labio- + dental] : produced

laboratorian

with the participation of lip and teeth or lips and teeth (as the
lower lip and the upper front teeth) (the ~ fricative \f\ and
\V\) : DENTILABIAL — compare BILABIAL, DENTAL, LABIAL
2]abiodental \“\ » : a labiodental sound
11a.bio-nasal \"“+\ adj [ISV labio- + nasal] : both labial and
nasal — used of the sound \m
2]abionasal \"“\ n : the sound \m\
11a.bio.velar \“+\ adj [ISV labio- + velar] ¢ both labial and
velar (the ~ sound \w\)»
2]labiovelar \“\ »n : a labiovelar sound .
la.bio.ve.lar-.iza.tion \,1abeo,velora'zashan\ n -s : the action
or result of labiovelarizin
la.bio.ve.lar.ize \,s=s'vélo,riz\ vt [Vlabiovelar + -ize]: to
make labiovelar
la.bite \'la,bit\ n -s [ISV lab- (fr. Laba river, the Caucasus,
U.S.S.R.) + -ite; orig. formed as Russ labit] : a mineral
MpgSi306(OH)2.H20 consistig of hydrous basic silicate of
magnesium
la.bi.um \'labéam\ n, pl1abia \-es\ [NL, fr. L, lip — more at
Lip] 1 : any of the folds at the margin of the vulva — compare
LABIA MAJORA, LABIA MINORA 2 a : the lower lip of a labiate
corolla — compare GALEA b : the liplike lower margin of the
foveola in plants of the genus /soetes 3 a : the lower lip of an
insect that is formed by the second pair of maxillae united in
the middle line and variously modified in different insects but
consists typically of a submentum, mentum, and ligula and
bears two labial palpi b : the coalescent pedipalpi of some
mites € : a liplike part of a neuropodium in a polychaete
worm d : the metastoma of a crustacean e : the columellar
part of the aperture of a gastropod shell f : the movable
sclerite forming the ventral wall of the head of a spider
1ab.1ab \'la,blab\ 2 -s [Ar lablab] : any of several vines of the
genus Dolichos or related genera; specif § HYACI BEAN
lab-1ab \*\ 2 -s [Tag, lit., quagmire, marsh] Pmpinﬁ sa
mass of microscopic algae chiefly of the Myxophyceae found
on the mud in fishponds and used as food by the fry
"1a.bor \'laba(r)\ n -s see -or in Explan Notes [ME labour,
labor, fr. OF, fr. L labor drudgery, hardship, work; prob. akin
to L labi to slip, slide — more at sLEep] 1 a : TOIL, WORK: (1)
: expenditure of physical or mental effort esp. when fatiguing,
difficult, or compulsory (with ~ I excavated a pit —W.H.
Hudson 11922) (with enormous ~s he made himself into a
Eopular writer —Carl van Doren) (sentenced to six months at
ard ~) (2) : human activity that produces the goods or
provides the services in demand in an economy : the services
performed by workers for wages as distinguished from those
rendered by entrepreneurs for profits {each entrepreneur is
eager to buy all the kinds of specific ~ he needs —Ludwig
Von Mises) b (1) : the physical activities involved in parturi-
tion consisting essentially of a prolonged series of involuntary
contractions of the uterine musculature together with both
reflex and voluntary contractions of the abdominal wall
{drugs that induce ~) (the record of her previous pregnancies
and ~s) (went into ~ after a fall) (2) : the period of time
during which such labor takes place (a 12-hour ~) ¢ : heavy
pltchjr_ng and rolling of a ship under way 2 : an act or process
requiring labor : Task (translation is a ~ that must be done
afresh for each succeeding age —J.C.Swaim) 3 : a product of
labor {muddy waters had swept inland . . . submerging in one
implacable tide the ~ of years —William Beebe) (inspecting
his completed ~s with a critical eye) 4 a : an economic group
comprising those who do manual labor or work for wages (the
native ~ is a floating population —Geog. Jour.) : workingmen
as an economic or political force (~ has the right to assemble,
to bargain collectively, and to strike —Curtis Bok) (win the
vote of ~ in the coming elections) b : workers employed in an
establishment or available for employment : hired help*(the
injection of ourselves and all our ~ against bubonic plague —
Think) : MANPOWER (a plentiful supply of cheap ~ from across
the border) ¢ : the organizations or officials (as unions or
union leadership) reﬂreseming groups of workers : organized
labor (those in ~ who advocate profit sharing by employees)
{a conference between ~ and management) b6 usu labour
usu cap @ : the Labour party of the United Kingdom (when
Labour is in a position to form a government, the sovereign
... calls the leader as prime minister —R.T.McKenzie)
b : the Labour party in another nation of the British Common-
wealth (as Australia or New Zealand) {Labour won its first
sn?nal political triumph in the New South Wales elections —
Alexander Brady) Sym see WORK .
2labor \“\ vb labored; labored; laboring \-b(s)rig\ labors
see -or in Explan Notes [ME labouren, laboren, fr. MF labourer,
fr. OF laborer, labourer, fr. L laborare to suffer, toil, work, fr.
labor, n.] vi 1 : to excrt one’s powers of body or mind esp.
with painful or strenuous effort : to perform labor : WORK,
STRIVE {~ed to pull their wagons along the slushy road —
F.V.W.Mason) {when a writer ~s long over a single passage;
began to ~ on the creation of a treaty system —D.J.Dallin
~ed as a miner) (~s for the restoration of normal conditions
: to move with great effort (as against opposition or under a
burden) (the boat ~ed upriver —Sherwood Anderson) (the
E&:nderous woman ~edlguffln ly up one flight of stairs —J.B.
enefield) (I had ~ed through the Prometheus with a Greek
dictionary —H.J.Laski) 3 : to be in or enter into labor in the
bearing of a child or young 4 : to suffer from some dis-
advantage or distress — usu. used with under (~ed under the
handicap of arthritis) (~ under a delusion) of a ship ¢ to
R}lch or roll heavily {~ed heavily in a chopping sea —J.L.
otley) ~ vt 1 dial Brit ¢ TILL, CULTIVATE {the cultivated
area ... is ~ed by some 65,000 farmers —J.M.Mogey)
2 : BURDEN, TIRE, DISTRESS (the details . .. are endless and I
won't ~ you with them —Horace Sutton) : make laborious
(anxiety ... troubled and ~ed her mature work —Sara H.
Hay) 3 archaic a : to spend labor on or produce by labor
(anvils ~ed by the Cyclops’ hands —John Dryden) b : to
strive to effect or achieve : work for (earnestly . .. ~ed that
reunign —Edmund Burke) 4 : to treat or work out in often
laborious detail 2 develop fully : ELABORATE {no need to ~ the
obvious —Bernard DeVoto) 6 obs : to use one’s influence or
favor with or for ¢ URGE {the Devil . . . ~s all he can to bring
them into the same pit —Robert Burton) 6 : to cause to labor
{poets ~ing their wits on tasks like these —Gilbert Highet)
J obs $ BEAT, POUND, RUB (take the white of an egg and ~ the
same —Book of St. Albans) (the ass . .. if he be ~ed with a
cudgel —Richard Carew) 8 obs : to bring by labor or
endeavor to a specified position or state {(~ed him out of his
house —Robert Crowley)
3labor \“\ adj, see -or in Explan Notes [1labor] 1 a 3 of or
relating to labor (~ costs) {an ample ~ supply) (~ legisla-
tion) ¢ of, representing the views or interests of, or domi-
nated by organized labor {~ political activity) (editorials in
the ~ press) (a ~ leader) (districts that are traditionally
liberal and ~ —NewRepublic) ¢ : affecting labor and manage-
ment {a ~ contract) f usu cap @ of, relating to, or constituted
by a political party that claims to represent the interests of
working men and women or that is characterized by a mem-
bership in which organized labor grours predominate: as
a : of, relating to, or constituted by one of several minor polit-
ical parties usu. having a brief period of activity in the U.S.
during the late 19th and 20th centuries — usu. used in com-
bination (the Farmer-Labor party of Minnesota) {the Ameri-
‘can Labor party in New York state ... constituted an im-
portant political bloc —H.S.Gilbertson) b usu labour (1)
: of, relating to, or constituted by a major political party of the
United Kingdom in the 20th century associated with social-
istic policies (as the nationalization of basic industries) and
characterized b{ an organization in which trade unions are
predominant {election of a Labour candidate to the London
County Council) (a_Labour majority in the House of Com-
mons) (2) : of, relating to, or constituted by a&olmcal party
in another nation of the British Commonwealth that is usu.
similar in membership to the Labour party of the United
Kingdom ?the power of the Labour caucus in Australia) (New
Zealand’s first Labour government) i
41a.bor \la‘baga)r -b6(a)r\ n -s [MexSp, fr, Sp, farming,
tilling, work, fr. L, work] : an old Texas unit of land area
equal to about 177 acres .
lab.o.ra.to.ri.al \lab(s)rajtoreal, -tor-\ adj : of, utilizing, or
resembling a laboratory — lab.0.ra.to.ri.al.ly \-esle\ adv
l1ab.o.ra.to.ri-an \,s(s)s'sréan\ n -s : a laboratory worker



laboratory

11ab.0-.ra.to.-ry \'labro,toré, -tor-, -ri sometimes ‘labor-,
chiefly in substand speech by r-dissimilation ‘laba,t-, chiefl

Brit 1o'biratri or -dratori\ n -es [ML laboratorium, fr. {
laboratus (past part. of laborare to labor) + -orium -ory —
more at LABOR] 1 a ¢ a place devoted to experimental study in
any branch of natural science or to the application of scientific
principles in testing and analysis or in the preparation usu. on
a small scale of drugs, chemicals, explosives, or other products
or substances ¢(a chemical ~) (a biological ~) (a rolling
crime ~) (the weather research plane, a powerful flying ~ —
Walter Hayward) b : a place equipped for or an organized
activity involving experimentation or observation in a field o\f
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la.bor.some \'laba(r)ssm\ adj [1labor + -some] ; LABORIOUS 2
— la.bor.some-.ly adv .

labor Spy n : an agent of an employer hired to report on union
activities ¢ STOOL PIGEON

labor theory of value : a theory of value holding that the
quantity of labor in a product regulates its value and utilized
by Marx to claim for labor the sole rightful claim to production

labor union ~ : a labor organization created for the purpose of
advancing (as by collective bargaining) its members’ interests
(as in respect to wages and working conditions) — compare
CRAFT UNION; se€ INDUSTRIAL UNION

la-bou-chére \, labii'sher\ n -s usu cap [prob. after Henry
du Pré Labouchére $1912 Eng. journalist and political leader]

study (as child development) or practice in a skill (as readi

: a system of betting on roulette, faro, and other games
whereby the bettor takes a column of consecutive numbers
cc with the amount he is willing to risk and bets the

(was equipped with a psychology ~) {(composition ~ ..,
for students requiring sp | help in English fundamentals —
King College Bull.) ¢ 2 a period in an d schedule set

aside for laboratory work {a course with two lectures and one
~ aweek) 2 a:something resembling a laboratory in carry-
ing on a process of production or testing {the ~ of the mind)
(the ~ of ongoing human experience —L.A.Weigle) b : an
environment that provides opportunity for systematic ob-
servation, experimentation, or practice {(a settlement house
serving as a sociological ~) (the new nation of Israel, a social
~) 3 : the hearth of a reverberatory furnace )

2]aboratory \“\ adj 1 : of, working, used, or done in a
laboratory (get ~ approval for the new appliance) (a ~
assistant in accounting) (a ~ manual) {(perform ~ experi-
ments) 2 : befitting, ive of, or r bling that of a
laboratory (insisted on . . . ~ conditions in an election —N.Y.
Times) (a cheap liquor . .. had a fierce ~ flavor —Norman
Lewis) (a kind of ~ method in fiction —Robert Humphrey)
3 : of or involving observation or experimentation or practice
for educational purposes {a ~ period) (a ~ course)

laboratory school n : a school operated by a college or uni-
versity and used esp. for student h and d ra-
tion of classroom practices .

labor bank n : a bank owned and operated by a labor union

labor camp n 1 : a penal colony (as in the U.S.S.R.) where
forced labor is performed 2 : living facilities (as in the west-
ern U.S.) for migratory labor . L

labor court n : a governmental agency established to adjudi-
cate a management-labor dispute not resolved by the parties
involved or any dispute over contract interpretation; also ¢ a
similar agency empowered only to subject disputants to com-
pulsory investigation . N )

labor day n 1 usu cap L&D : a day set aside for special recogni-
tion of the workingman: as a : the first Monday in September,
observed in the U.S. and Canada as a legal holiday b : May 1
in many countries 2 [trans. of Russ trudoden, fr. trud labor +
den day] : a Soviet unit of labor crediting a collective-farm
worker with more or less than his actual working time accord-
ing to his skill and productivity

labored adj [fr. past part. of zlabor] : produced or performed
with labor (breathing of the men . .. seemed immensely loud and
~ —Irwin Shaw) : bearing marks of labor and effort : elabo-
rately wrought : not easy or natural {a ~ signature that would
seem to indicate only the most rudimentary kind of schooling
—Hamilton Basso) (the cumbersome paraphernalia of ex-
pression which make hlsdpoetry so ~ and artificial —MLR.
Adams) — la.bored.ly adv — la-bored.ness n -Es

la.bor.er \'labara(r)\ n -s [ME laborer, labourer, fr. MF lab-
oureur, fr. OF laboreor, fr. laborer to labor + -eor -or — more
at LABOR] 1 : one that labors; specif : a person who does
unskilled physical work for wages sometimes as assistant
to a skilleé) artisan (a bricklayer’s ~) 2 archaic ; WORKER 3

labor exchange n 1 : an exchange for direct transfer of prod-
ucts according to the amount of labor expended in making
them without the intervention of money 2 @ : EMPLOYMENT
AGENCY b chiefly Brit ¢ EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE

labor force n 1 : a body of employed workers (as of a corpora-
tion or in an industry) at a particular place or period of time
2 : the total number of employable workers a national labor
Jorce); specif : the number of persons in the U.S. at least 14
years of age who are actually employed or are seeking employ-
ment

labor grade n : one of a series of wage grqupiggs of the jobs
within a plant or company that are considered of approxi-
mately equal worth on the basis of job evaluation

l1abor income n : the annual income of a farmer after business
expenses and an interest charge for_capital invested are sub-
tracted (to compare labor income with city salaries, the value
of house rent and the products used must be added —H.E.
Botsford)

laboring pres part of LABOR

1a.bor.ing.ly adv : in a laboring manner ¢ LABORIOUSLY

laboring oar n [fr. laboring, pres. part. of 2labor] : a part or
task requiring greater effort than others (the officer who
pulls the laboring oar in the club’s activities)

1a.bo.ri-ous \I>'boréss, -bor-\ adj [ME, fr. MF or L; MF
laborieux, fr. L laboriosus, fr. labor + -iosus -ious] 1 : devoted
to labor 3 INDUSTRIOUS, HARDWORKING, DILIGENT {as men of
research . . . they are magnificently ~ and accurate —Aldous
Huxley) 2 : involving or characterized by hard or toilsome
effort or by detailed elaboration ¢ LABORED (months of ~
research) (slow and ~ transportation) {(~ and futile negotia-
tions) (several ~, overlong, painfully “arty” stories —William
Peden) (picturesque scenery painted with ~ literalism —Amer.
Guide Series: Pa.) 3 chiefly Brit : doing unskilled labor
¢ LABORING {cottages for the ~ and industrious part of the
community —G.E.Fussell) — lasbo.ri.ous.ly adv — la-bo-
ri-ous-ness n -Es L.

la-bor.ism \'labs,rizom\ n -S 1 usu cap a 2 the principles and
policies of the Labour party b : the Labour party or its
members 2 : a system characterized by policies and attitudes
favormF a predominance of labor and its interests in economics
and politics §~ and not . .. imperialism is the policy of the
latest stage of capitalism —J.A.Schumpeter)

l1a.bor.is-tic \llabajristik\ adj ['labor + -istic] : charac-
terized by polxcles or attitudes favorable to labor (this
chamber .. . turned out to be so much more Fascist than ~
—H.R.Spencer) {a ~ societ;

la.bor-ite \'ss,rit, usu -id:+V\ n -s 1 ¢ a member of a group
favonﬁ the interests of labor (one of those radical ~s who
shunn association with any but wage earners —Public)
2 usu cap & : a member of a political party that claims to be
devoted chiefly to the interests of labor (Illinois Laborites
... demand 44-hour week —N.Y. Times) b usu labourite
¢ a member of the British Labour party (Liberal, Laborite
and Conservative are all maneuvering for position —So.
Atlantic Quarterly) (the British Labourites look forward to an
industrial democracy —J.H.Randall)

la.bor.less \'laba(r)lds\ adj : involving or doing no labor
: EASY, IDLE .

labor market n 1 : the institutions and processes through
which employment and wages are determined (&roups ex-
cluded from the labor market) 2 : the factors affecting the
supply of and demand for labor {a labor market favorable to
employers) 3 : the area within which workers compete for
jobs and employers compete for workers {(draw workers from
a large labor market)

labor movement n 1 : an organized effort on the part of
workers to improve their economic and social status by
united action through the medium of labor unions 2 : the
i:céxvmu of labor unions to further the cause of organized
abor .

labor of love : a labor voluntarily undertaken or performed
without consideration of any benefit or reward
bor or; zation n : an organization, agency, or represen-
tative committee in which employees participate for the
purpose of engaging in collective bargaining with employers

labor relations n pl : relations between management and
labor esp. as involved in collective bargaining and main-
tenance of contract

1abors pl of LABOR, pres 3d sing of LABOR .

laborsa \'ss,#s\ adj 1 : adapted to supersede or diminish
labor {(~ devices) (a ~ plan of work) 2 printing a $ ready
cut or cast in multiples of a standard size (as the pica) —
used of a rule, slug, or furniture b : having mortised ends
— used of metal furniture

labor skate n, slang : a member of a labor union

sum of the top and bottom numbers, canceling the numbers
involved in any bet won and adding to the series the amount
of each bet lost
la.boul-be.nia \Is,biil'bénés, ,la,b-, .lu,b-\ n, usu cap [NL,
fr. Jean J. A. Laboulbéne 1‘189§ Fr. physician and entomologist
+ NL -ia] : the type genus of the family Laboulbeniaceae
la-boul-be-ni-a.ce.ae \(,)=,=bene'asé,e\ n pl, cap [NL, fr.
Laboulbenia, type genus + -aceae] : a family of minute fungi
(order Laboulbeniales) living as parasites upon insects and
having a thallus consisting of only a few cells and a spermatial
type of sexua! reproduction resembling that of the red algae
— la.boul.-be-ni-a.ceous \=i===ashas, is,si12s-\ adj
la-boul-be.ni.a.les \s,==-'a(,)lez\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. La-
boulbenia + -ales] : an order of euascomycetous fungi co-
extensive with the family Laboulbeniaceae
labour Brit var of LABOR
la-bour.din or la.-bour.dine \lo'bu(s)rd®n, -r,dén\ n -s cap
}-prob. fr. F, fr. Labourd, department of Basses Pyrénées,
rance] : a dialect of Basque spoken largely in the extreme
west of the Department of Basses Pyrénées in France
labouring » -s [fr. labouring, laboring, gerund of labour, labor]
Scot : FARM
la-bour-ist \'laborast\ n -s usu cap ¢ LABORITE 2
labourite usu cap, var of LABORITE
"1ab-ra.dor \'labra,do(a)r, -0(a)\ adj, usu cap [fr. Labrador,
p la, Newfoundland and Quebec provinces in Canadai
: of or from Labrador : of the kind or style prevalent in
Labrador : LABRADOREAN
2labrador \“\ n -s 1 or labrador blue often cap L : a dark
grayish to blackish blue 2 usu cap ¢ LABRADOR RETRIEVER
labrador duck n, usu cap L : an extinct black-and-white sea
duck (Camptorhynchus labradorius) related to the eiders
'lab-ra.dor-e-an or lab-ra-dor-i-an \}==;doreon\ adj, usu cap
[ Labrador, Eemnsula, Canada + E -an] 1 : of or relating to
Labrador 2 : of or forming the continental ice sheets of the
Pleistocene epoch whose centers were located east or south-
east of Hudson Bal),r
2labradorean or labradorian \“\ » -s cap : a native or inhab-
itant of Labrador
lab.ra.dor.es.cence \,=-,do'res’n(t)s\ n -s [labradorite +
ce (as in_fluor : a play of colors or colored
reflections exhibited esp. by labradorite and caused by in-
ternal structures that selectively reflect only certain colors
lab.ra.dor-ite \'s~,do,rit\ n -s [ Labrador, peninsula' Canada,
its locality + E -ite] ¢ a mineral isting of a r iocl
feldspar in which the ratio of albite to anorthite lies between
5:5 and 3:7 and which commonly shows a beautiful play of
gray, blue, green, and other colors and is hence much used for
ornamental purposes — lab.ra.dor.it.ic \}s=,do;rid-ik\ adj
labrador jay n, usu cap L : a Canada jay of northeastern
Canada that is usu. considered to be a distinct race
labrador pine n, usu cap L 3 JACK PINE 1
labrador retriever n, usu cap L : a retriever largely developed
in England from stock originating in Newfoundland and
characterized by a short dense hard unwaved usu. black coat,
notable breadth of head, chest, and rib cage, and superior
ability as a retriever of both waterfowl and upland game
uhra&or spar or labrador stone n, usu cap L : LABRADORITE
labrador tea n, usu cap L : either of two shrubs of the genus
Ledum: a ; a low-growing evergreen (L. groenlandicium) of
eastern No. America having white or creamy bell-shaped
flowers and leaves clothed beneath with rusty hairs and some-
times used for making a tea b : a related Rocky mountain
shrub (L. _glandulasum)
la-tl)argl ‘labral\ adj [NL labrum + E -al] : of or relating to
a labrum
la.bret \'la,bret\ n -s [L labrum lip + E -et] : an ornament
(as of wood, shell, or stone) worn by some primitive peoples
in a perforation of the lip
labrid \'labrad, ‘lab-\ adj [NL Labridae] : of or relating to
the family Labridae
2labrid \ “\ n -s : a fish of the family Labridae
lab.ri.dae \'labra,dé\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Labrus, ?'pe genus +
-idae] : a large and important family of percoid fishes having
the palate toothless, i j

e anterior teeth of the jaws separate
and usu. strong, and the lower pharyngeals completely united
into one bone with conical or tubercular teeth — sec WRASSE

1a.broid \'la,bréid, 'la,b-\ adj [NL Labrus + E -o0id] : re-
lated to or resembling fishes of the family Labridae

2labroid \“\ n -s : a labroid fish

lace

ing to specific gravities) b : an enclosure consisting of an
undulatory passage connected to the rear of a loudspeaker
and providing improved low-frequency response — called
also acoustical labyrinth

lab.y.rin.thal \}=-irin(t)thal\ adj : LABYRINTHINE

labyrinth fish n [NL Labyrinthici] : a fish of the order
Labyrinthici; esp ¢ any of various fish of this order that are
often kept in the tropical aquarium — see CROAKING GOURAMI

lab.y-rin.thi.an \-th&n\ adj : LABYRINTHINE

lab.y.rin.thic \-thik, -thek\ also lab.y.rin.thi.cal \-thakal,
-thek-\ adj [labyrinthic fr. LL labyrinthicus, fr. L labyrinthus
labyrinth + -icus -ic; labyrinthical fr. LL labyrinthicus + E
-al] : LABYRINTHINE — lab.y.rin.thi.cal.ly \-thsk(s)I€\ adv

1ab.y.rin.thi.ci \,ss'rin(t)tha,si\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. pl. of LL
labyrinthicus of a labyrinth, labyrinthine] in former classifica-
tions : an order of freshwater and brackish water fishes chiefly
of southeastern Asia that are now usu. included among the
Percomorphi and that are adapted to meet unfavorable condi-
tions by a labyrinthine outpocketing of the gill chamber per-
mitting them to take oxygen from the air as well as from water
— compare ANABAS, LABYRINTH FISH

labey.rin.thine \}ss,rin(t)than, -),thén, -thin\ adj [labyrinth +
-ine] 1 : of, like, or like that of a labyrinth : marked by ex-
treme intricacy or ramification {a ~ network of tortuous foot-
ways —R.T.Hopkins) ¢(a ~ bureaucracy) : INVOLVED (sprawl-
ing ~ sentences —A.L.Scott) : CIRCUITOUS {got his way by ~
maneuvering) 2 : of, relating to, affecting, or originating in
the internal ear (~ deafness) (~ function) 3 [NL Labyrin-
lﬂt_'ctj + E -ine] : belonging to or characteristic of the Labyrin-
thici

labyrinthine sense n : a complex sense concerned with the
perception of bodily position and motion, mediated by end
organs in the vestibular apparatus and the semicircular canals,
and stimulated by alterations in the pull of gravity and by
head movements — compare VESTIBULAR SENSE

labyrinthine tooth n : a tooth characteristic of the Labyrin-
thodontia having the dentin enfolded into complex patterns
and ridges

lab.y.rin.thi.tis \ labarsn'thid-3s\ n -es [NL, fr. E labyrinth
+ NL -itis] ¢ inflammation of a labyrinth (as of the internal

ear)

lab.y.rin.tho-dont \jlabsrin(t)tha,dint\ adj [NL Labyrin-
thodontia] 13 of or rel'aung to the Labyrinthodontia 2 : hav-
ing labyrinthine teeth

2]abyrinthodont \ “\ n -s : an amphibian of the group Labyrin-
thodontia

lab.y.rin.tho.don.ta \,ss,=s'dinto\ [NL, fr. Gk labyrinthos
labyrinth + NL -odonta] syn of LABYRINTHODONTIA

lab.y.rin.tho.don-tia \-inch(€)a\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Gk
labyrinthos labyrinth + NL -odontia — more at LABYRINTH]
1 : a superorder of Amphibia compnsinqrextm_ct amphibians
of the Devonian, Upper Paleozoic, and Triassic that are ex-
tremely variable in form and size but typically resemble rather
heavy-bodied salamanders or crocodiles, that have the centra
of the vertebrae ossified from blocks or arches of cartilage,
a completely roofed bony skull, and usu. labyrinthine teeth, that
are known chiefly from fragmentary remains, and that are con-
sidered to be the earliest true tetrapods and in some respects
to bridge the %ap between the crossopterygians and the most
grimilive reptiles 2 in some classifications : a subdivision of

ledg(?cephaha that comprises forms with labyrinthine teeth

and is nearly equlvalem to Temnospondyli — lab.y.rin.tho-
don-tid \i-»,--,d4nt3d\ adj or n — lab.y-rin.tho-don-toid
\-4n,t6id\ adj ; .

lab.y.rin.thue.la \,ss'rin(t)thyslo\ n, cap [NL, dim. of L
labyrinthus labyrinth] : a genus of rhizopods parasitic in
aquatic plants, the individuals forming pseudoplasmodia by
anastomosis of filar pseudopodia but encysting independently
and sometimes passing through transient flagellate stages —
see LABYRINTHULALES

lab.y.rin.thu.la.les \,=ss'1a(,)I€z\ 7 pl, cap [NL, fr. Laby-
rinthula + -ales] : an obscure order of Myxomycetes compris-
ing Labyrinthula and a few related parasites of aquatic plants
when these are considered plants rather than protozoans

ac ailso lack \'lak\ n -s [Per lak & Hindi lakh, fr. Skt laksa)
1 : a resinous substance secreted by the lac insect and used
chiefly in the form of shellac — see SEED LAC, STICK LAC
2 : any of various plant or animal substances that yield hard

gs r bling lac and shell

2]1ac var of LAKH |

LAG abbr leading aircraftsman

la.can.don \ likin'dSn\ n, pl lacandon \**\ or lacando-nes
\-0,nas\ usu cap [MexSp, ofAmerIngl origin] 1 a : an Indian
people of Yucatan and (ghiapas. Mexico b :a member of such
people 2 : a dialect of Yucatec

lac.ca \'laks\ n -s [NL & It; NL, prob. fr. It, fr. ML, fr. Ar
lakk, fr. Per lak — more at LAC] 3 LAC

lac.case \'la,kas\ n -s [ISV lacc- (prob. fr. NL lacca) +
-ase; orig. formed in F] ¢ a blue copper-containing oxidase
occurring esp. in the sap of lacquer trees and having an
ability to produce lacquer from the sap and induce oxidation
of certain polyhydrox{qi»‘henols (as urushiol) )

lac.cate \'la kat\ adj [ lacca + E -ate] s having a varnished
or lacquered appearance {a bracket fungus wi g ~
surface,

1ac-ci-fer \'lakssfa(r)\ n, cap [NL, fr. lacca + -i- + -fer]: a

la.-brum \'labram, 'lab-\ n -s [NL, fr. L, lip, edge — more at
Lie] 1 : the upper or anterior lip of i and crust

genus (the ltlypc of the family Lacciferidae) that comprises the

and other arthropods consisting of a single median piece or
flap immediately in front of or above the mandibles 2 : the
external margin of a gastropod shell 3 : the labium of an
arachnid
la.brus \'labras\ n, cap [NL, fr. L labrus, labros, a fish]
¢ the type genus of the family Labridae -
la.brus.ca \lo'braska\ adj, often cap [NL, fr. labrusca (specific
epithet of Vitis labrusca) fr. L, wild vinefl s of, relating to, or
derived from an American fox grape (Vitis labrusca) that
has been important in the development of hardy cultivated
grapes (several new ~ hybrids) {a hardy ~ ?rad:e} -
la.brys \'labras, 'lab-\ n -es [Gk, prob. of Carian origin]
¢ an ancient Cretan sacred double ax
1abs pl of LAB
la.bur-num \ls'bornom, -b3n-\ n [NL, fr. L, laburnum,
bean trefoil] 1 cap : a small genus of Eura§inn poisonous
shrubs and trees (family Leguminosae) having trifoliolate
leaves and pendulous racemes of bright yellow flowers
2 -s : any plant of the genus Laburnum; e.sg ¢ an ornamental
tree (L. anagyroides) often cultivated for Easter decoration
— called also bean trefoil, golden chain, golden rain 3 -s [L]
: any of several similar plants of related genera (as Cytisus)
lab.y.rinth \'labsrin(t)th, - rin-\ n, gl labyrinths \-n(t)s,
-n(t)ths\ [alter. (influenced by L labyrinthus) of ME lab-
orintus, fr. L Iabérinthus. fr. Gk labyrinthos, prob. of Carian
origin; akin to Gk labrys double ax] 1 a : a structure full
of intricate passageways that make it difficult to find the way
from the interior to the entrance or from the entrance to the
center (the ~ constructed by Daedalus for Minos, king of
Crete, in which the Minotaur was confined) b $a mazeina
Eark or garden formed by Pav.hs separated by high thick
edges a : something often bewilderingly involved or
tortuous in structure, arrangement, or character ; a complex
that baffles exploration (a ~ of swamps and shifting chan-
nels —P.E.James) (the ~ of a great novel —E.K.Brown)
b 2 a situation or state (as of mind) from which it is difficult
to extricate oneself {a ~ of despair) ¢{sank into the blissful
~ of a dream —Earle Birney) € : INTRICACY, PERPLEXITY
— usu, used in Jl. (sustain the reader through the analytical
~s —Hunter Mead) (guided them through the ~s of city
life —Paul Blanshard) 3 a : the internal ear or its bony or
membranous part — see BONY LABYRINTH, MEMBRANOUS
LABYRINTH D : the portions of the cortex of the kidney con-
sisting of tortuous uriniferous tubules ¢ : a body structure
(as the accessory respiratory organ of a labyrinth fish) made
up of a maze of cavities and canals 4 : an intricate sometimes
symbolic pattern; specif ¢ such a pattern inlaid in the pave-
ment of a medieval church 6 & ¢ a device consisting of an
arrangement (as a succession of grooves and collars, grooves
and rings, tortuous passageways) usu. for the purpose of
offering resistance to fluid flow (as to prevent leakage,
promote d separate 1 ts accord-

y lmﬁorlant lac insects

1ac-col \'la,kol, -kGI\ n -s [ISV lacc- (fr. NL lacca) + -oll: a
crystalline phenol Cy7H3CsH3(OH). occurring in the sap of
lacquer trees 3 _

lac.co-lith \'laks lith\ also lac.co-.lite \-Iit\ n -s [Gk lakkos
cistern, pit + E -lith or -lite] : a mass of igneous rock intruded
between sedimentary beds and producing a domic bulging of
the overlying strata — laceco.lith.ic \isslithik\ also lac-
co-liteic \-id-ik\ adj ; . )

lac dye n : a scarlet dye like cochineal used formerly in dyeing
and pigment making and obtained from stick lac by extraction
with alkali — see 4LAKE la(l)

lace \'las\ n -s [ME las, lace, fr. OF laz, fr. L lagueus snare
— more at DELIGHT] 1 obs : SNARE, NET 2 : a cord or string
used for drawing together two edges (as of a garment, a sho_e,
a machine belt) 3 ¢ an ornamental braid for trimming men’s
hats, coats, or uniforms {gold ~) (silver ~) 4 a : a fine open-
work fabric with a ground of mesh or net on which patterns
may be worked at the same time as the ground or applied
later and which is made of thread by looping, twisting, or
knotting either by hand with a needle or bobbin or by ma-
chinery — see BOBBIN LACE, NEEDLEPOINT b : a similar fabric
mader{y crocheting, tatting, darning, embroidering, weaving,
or knitting — see HAIRPIN LACE, LIMERICK LACE 6 obs : a
dash of spirits added (as to coffee

21ace \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [ME lacen, fr. OF lacier, fr. L
lagueare to ensnare, fr. laqueus] vt 1 s to draw together the
edges of by or as if by means of a lace passed through eyelet
hofu + TIE — often used with up (laced up their shoes) 2 :to
twine, draw, or pass as a lace { THREAD, INTERTWINE, EM-
BROIDER 3 : to confine or com&rus by tightening laces esp.
of a corset (the old custom of lacing children in whalebone
bodices) (laced her waist out of vanity) 4 : to adorn or trim
with or as if with lace or decorative braid {cloth laced with
silver) (the landscape . . . was laced with countless crecks
—D.C.Peattic) B & : BEAT, LASH, THRASH {~ my quivering
palm —Charlotte Brontd) (laced the bushes with bullets
—Springfield (Ma.u.g Daily News) b : BEST, DEFEAT (laced his
opponent in a hard-fought game) (was laced in the Janmanes)
6 a ¢ to add a dash of an alcoholic liquor to (a food or bever-
age) (laced his coffee with rum —Hugh Cave) (lobster New-
burg laced with sherry —Publishers' Weekly) b : to add
savor, zest, or spice to : LIVEN {the book lated with irreverent
and therefore readable notes on the involvements of En,
history —Saturday Rev.& 7 ¢ to throw or drive (a ball) hard
and usu. in a straight line (laced his ball straight down the
middle of the fairway) (laced his second homer of the game
into the stands) 8 in bookbinding : to draw the tapes or sew-
ing cords through (the boards of the cover) — usu. used with
in ~ vi 13 to compress or confine the waist (as with a corset)
2 : to admit of lacing or tying {(covered with a tarpaulin that
laced up the middle) 3 : to make a phisilcal or verbal attack
— usu. used with into (I had a riding whip with me and ... I




lacebark

rushed at the fellow and fairly laced into him —Robert Graves)
{reviewers laced into the play —Time)

lacebark \'s,z\ orl Ik tree n ['lace + bark] 1 : a West
Indian tree (Lagetta lintearia) 2 : an Australian Kurrajong
(Sterculia acerifolia) with interlaced bast fibers 3 : RIBBON
TREE 4 : RIBBONWOOD 1 i

lacebark pine n : a Chinese tree (Pinus bungeana) that is often
shrubby in cultivation and has flaky bark that becomes
chalky-white, leaves in clusters of three, and cone scales with
a recurved umbo resembling a spine

lace bryozoan or lace coral n :
Fenestellidae

lace bug n : any of the small bugs that constitute the large
hemipterous family Tingidae, that have bodies and wings
covered with a lacy network of raised lines, and that include
many that suck plant juices and are serious pests .

lace-curtain \'s,=-\ adj ¢ having social or economic standing
: FASHIONABLE — often used to imply ostentation or pushing
parvenu traits; compare SHANTY (stickin’ up his nose and
actin’ like he was highbrow, lace-curtain Irish —J.T.Farrell)
(full of fine writing and lace-curtain English —Malcolm
Cowley) i i

1aced adj [fr. past part. of 2lace] 1 a 3 tied or fastened with a
lace b': trimmed or decorated with lace 2 a : streaked with
color — used esp. of a flower b ¢ edged with a band of color
differing from the body color — used of a bird’s feather
lac.e.dae-mo-ni.-an also lac.e.de-mo-.ni.an \jlasado-
imonéan, -de}-, -n)'an\ adj, usu a;p [L lacedaemonius Lacedae-
monian ( fr. Gk lakedai i r. Lak imén Lacedaemon,
Sparta, ancient city of Greece) + E -an] 1 : of or relating to
Lacedaemon : SPARTAN 2 { LACONIC

2]Jacedaemonian \“\ n -s usu cap : SPARTAN

laced mutton » [fr. laced, past part. of 2lace] obs ¢ PROSTITUTE

lace fern n : an?' of several American ferns of the genus
Cheilanthes with finely dissected bipinnate fronds .

lace flower n 1 : wiLD CARROT 2 : a Rocky mountain herb
(Tiarella unifoliata) 3 : BLUE LACE FLOWER

lace fly 7 : LACEWING | X

lace glass n : glass having patterns resembling lace

lace grass n : a slender grass (Eragrostis capillaris) of the
eastern U.S. with a large panicle on branches that resemble

a member of the family

airs

laceleaf \'s,=\ n : LATTICE PLANT

lace.less \'fislés\ adj ¢ lacking lace

lacelike \'z,=\ adj : resembling lace :
—Elizabeth A. Martin)

lace lizard n : either of two large
and V. giganteus) of Australia . .

lace paper n : a strong clean paper suitable for perforation
with an openwork deSI:%n in imitation of lace

lace pillow 7 : PILLOW

lace plant n 1 : LATTICE PLANT 2 ! ARTILLERY PLANT

lacepod \'s,s\ n : FRINGEPOD

lac.er \'lasa(r)\ n -s : one that laces (as shoes or footballs
during manufacture or book covers during binding)

lac-er-a-bil.i.ty \,lasaro'bilad-€\ n : the quality or state of
being vulnerable to laceration

lac-er-a-ble \'lasorabal\ adj [LL lacerabilis, fr. L lacerare to
lacerate + -abilis -able] : capable of being lacerated
lac.er.ate \'lass,rat, usu -ad-+ V\ adj [L laceratus, past part.]
: LACERATED

2lacerate \“\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [L laceratus, past part. of lacerare
to tear, prob. fr. lacer mangled; akin to Gk lakis rent] 1 : to
tear or rend roughly @ wound_{'aggedly (my feet lacerated and
swollen —Herbert Passin) (oil smears trail on the blue water
from her lacerated flank as a tor .
Baldwin) (lacerated by rocks laud Cockburn) (enlarge
and ~ the heart —Sacheverell Sitwell) 2 : to cause sharp men-
tal or emotional pain to : PIERCE, HARROW, TORMENT (Puritan
susceptibilities had been lacerated —Arnold Bennett) (de-
lighted in lacerating frauds and crackpots —Richard Maney)
— lac.er.a.tive \-,rad-iv, -rad--\ adj

lacerated adj 1 a : torn jaggedly : RENT Db : HARROWED,
TORTURED (may well conceal ~ pity —Pier-Maria Pasinetti)
2: he:jvmg the margin or apex deeply and irregularly cut or
incises

lac.er.a.tion \lasa'rashon\ n -s [MF, fr. L laceration-,
laceratio, fr. laceratus (past part.) + -ion, -io -ion] 1 : the
act of lacerating 2 : a breach or wound made by laceratin

la.cer.ta \la'sard-a\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, lizard — more at LEG
: a genus (the type of the family Lacertidae) of lizards formerly
including nearr all known lizards but now restricted to cer-
tain typical Old World forms — see GREEN LIZARD, SAND
LIZARD

la.cer.tae \-d- ([,)é\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. pl. of L lacerta lizard]
: a division of Lacertilia comprising the typical lizards as
distinguished from the chameleons and geckos

la.cer.tian \la'sorsh(€)an\ adj or n [L lacerta lizard + E -ian]
2 LACERTILIAN X
Na-.cer-tid \la"sord-3d\ adj [NL Lacertidae] : of or relating to
the genus Lacerta or family Lacertidae

2Jacertid \*“\ » -s ¢ a lacertid lizard

la.cer-ti-dae \-d-5,d€\ n pl, cap [NL, fr, Lacerta, type genus
+ -idael : a larfe Old World family of terrestrial zoophagous
lizards with well-developed limbs, pleurodont dentition, and
deeply notched tongue

la.cer-ti-form \-form\ adj [prob. fr. F lacertiforme, fr. L
lacerta lizard + F -iforme -iform] : having the form or struc-
ture of a typical lizard

lac.er.til-ia \,lasa(r)'tilea\, n pl, cap [NL Lacerta + -ilia (as
in NL Reptilia)] ; a division of Reptilia (usu. a suborder of
Squamata) comprising the true lizards, chameleons, geckos,
and various related limbless forms all related closely to the
snakes in structure and of origin no earlier apparently than
the Jurassic and typically distinguished by a tapering_tail,
well-developed pentadactyl limbs, a scaly or tuberculated
skin, and movable eyelids — compare GILA MONSTER
lac.er-til-i.an \}-s{tiléan\ adj [NL Lacertilia + E -an] : of
or relating to the Lacertilia or to a lizard,

2]acertilian \“\ n -s : one of the Lacertilia : L1zARD

la.cer-ti-loid \lo'sard-s,16id\ adj [NL Lacertilia + E -oid]
¢ like or relating to the Lacertilia

lac-er.tine \'lasa(r),tin, - tdn\ adj [L lacerta lizard + E -ine]
1 : resembling a lizard 2 LACERTILIAN 2 : adorned with inter-
lacings suggestive of lizard forms

la.cer.toid \lo'sor,t6id\ adj [L lacerta lizard + E -oid —
more at LEG] : resembling a lizard

l1a.cer.tus fi-bro.sus \la'sard-asf1'brosas\ n [NL, lit., fibrous
forearm] ¢ an aponeurotic expansion from the medial border
of the biceps tendon to the fascia of the ulnar side of the fore-
arm

lac.ery \'las(a)ré\ n -Es : a lacy appearance or pattern (~ of
impermanent girders —Frank Clune) (the ~ of intertwined
trees —Nora Waln)

laces pl of LACE, {wes 3d sing of LACE

ladce_sﬁtch n : a loose open stitch used in the lighter parts of a

esign

lacewing \'s,s\ ailso lacewing fly or lacewinged 1y \'s,=-\ n
¢ any of various neuropterous insects of Chrysopa, Hemerobius,
and related genera having delicate lacelike wing venation, long
antennae, and brilliant eyes and producing larvae useful in
destroying aphids and other small insects — see APHIS LION

lacewood \'s,>\ n 1 : LACEBARK 2 2 : SYCAMORE 3b — used
esp. of the quartersawed wood 3 : SILK OAK X

lacework \'s,-\ n : forms consisting of or resembling lace
(the sculptured sections of the church facades seem to be
covered with delicate ~ —Sirarpie Der Nersessian)

lacey var of LACY

lach-e-na.lia \,lashs'nalés\ n [NL, fr. W. de Lachenal 11800
Swiss botanist + NL -ia] 1 cap : a genus of bulbous plants
(family Liliaceae) of southern Africa with ligulate basal
leaves and tubular red and yellow flowers 2 -s : any plant of
the genus Lachenalia — see CAPE COWSLIP, LEOPARD LILY
lach.es \'lachdz, 'lach-,"lash-\ n, pl laches \*“\ [ME lachesse,
fr. MF laschesse, fr. OF lasche lax, indolent, fr. laschier to
loose, fr. LL laxicare to become shaky, fr. L laxare to loosen
— more at LAXATE] 1 ¢ slackness or carelessness toward duty
or opportunity : NEGLIGENCE, REMISSNESS {not to be saved by
the most liberal allowance of trisyllabic feet, for libertine
accentuation, and for other ~ of the kind —George Saints-

LACY {~ branches

monitors (Varanus varius

do strikes home —H.W

1261

bury) 2 a in equity : neglect to do a thing at the proper time
: undue delay in asserting a right or claiming a privilege
— compare STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS b : culpable negligence
lach.e.sis \'lakasds\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk, Lachesis, one of the
three Fates, disposer of lots, fr. lachein, 2d aoristic infinitive
of lanchanein to obtain by lot] : a genus of American pit

vipers comprising the bushmaster and related snakes that are’

sometimes included in the genus Trimeresurus

lach.nan.thes \lak'nan(t) (,)théz\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk lachnos,
lachné soft woolly hair + NL -anthes; akin to OSlav viasi
hair; fr. the woolly flowers] : a genus of No. American herbs
(family Haemodoraceae) having leaves both clustered at the
base and scattered on the stem and loosely woolly flowers in a
compound cyme — see REDROOT

lach-no-ster.-na \,lakno'storna\ [NL, fr. Gk lachnos, lachné
soft woolly hair + sternon breast, chest — more at STERNUM]
syn of PHYLLOPHAGA

lachrymable adj [L lacrimabilis, fr. lacrima, tear + -abilis
-able — more at TEAR (of the eye)] 0bs ¢ LAMENTABLE, TEARFUL

lach.ry.ma chris.ti or 1ac.ri-ma chris.ti \;lakroma’kri(,)stg,
-,sti\ #, pllachry.mae christi or lacri-mae christi \-(,)me-
'kri(,)st€, -,st1; -,mi'kri()st€\ wsu cap L&C [ML, Christ’s
tear, fr. L lacrima Christi] 3 a still Italian wine produced from
grapes grown near Vesuvius that is white, red, or rosé and
sweet or dry

lach.ry.mal or lac.ri.-mal \'lakromosl\ adj [MF or ML; MF
lacrymal, fr. ML lacrimalis, fr. L lacrima tear + -alis -al] 1 usu
lacrimal % of, relating to, or situated near the organs that pro-
duce tears 2 : marked by tears : LACHRYMOSE {a ~ farewell)
3 : of or relating to tears {(~ effusions)

lachrymation var of LACRIMATION

lachrymator var of LACRIMATOR

lachrymatory var of LACRIMATORY

lach.ry-mist \'lakramast\ n -s [L lacrima, lacruma tear + E
-ist] archaic : one given to weeping

lach.ry.mose \'lakro,mos\ adj [ L lacrimosus, fr. lacrima tear
+ -osus -ose — more at TEAR (of the eye)] 1 : given to tears or
weeping : suffused with tears : TEARFUL 2 : fit to bring tears
or induce mournfulness : DISMAL, MELANCHOLY (their songs
were sentimental and ~, full of dying heroes and parted
lovers —Bernard DeVoto) — lach.ry.mose.ly adv — lach-
ry-mos-i-ty \,=='misad-e\ n -Es

lachs.schin-ken \'liks(h),shinkan\ n, p!/ lachsschinken or
lachsschinkens [G, lit., salmon ham, fr. lachs salmon +
schinken ham; prob. fr. its color and appearance] : a boned
double loin of pork that is rolled, mild-cured, slightly smoked,
and pressed into a casing

1 acid n, usu cap L : a crystalline acid HOC;0H¢SO3H used as
an intermediate for azo dyes; 1-naphthol-5-sulfonic acid

acier comparative of LACY

laciest superlative of LACY

lac.i-ly \'las3lé\ adj : in a lacy fashion or manner

ac.i-ness \-sénds\ n -Es : the quality or state of being lacy

lac.ing \'lasin, -s€n\ n-s [ME lacinge, gerund of lacen to lace—
more at LACE] 1 : the action of one that laces (as by tying,
tightening, beating) 2 a : a fastening lace for clothing {shoe
~) {corset ~)» b : ornamental braid or trimming for uniforms
or clothing ¢ : a thong of thin leather or a series of metal
clips used to join the ends of a machine-driving belt 3 : a
marginal band‘ of color contrasting with the chief color (as on
the ear of a rabbit or on a feather) 4 a : a dash of alcoholic
liquor in a food or beverage (coffee with a ~ of whiskey)
b : a trace or sprinkling that enlivens or adds spice or savor
¢sprinkles the whole sound track with a ~ of simpering snorts
—Goodman Ace) (the committee was made up of old Bos-
tonians with a ~ of others —Francis Russell) 5 a or lacing
line : a rope or line laced through eyelets along the edge of a sail
orawning to attach it to a boom, gaff, or yard b:aknee timber
fitted behind a ship’s figurehead 6 : BATTERING, TROUNCING
(gave the marble thief a quick but thorough ~ —Argosy)
(what kind of a ~ will the taxpayers take —B.M.Bowie)

lacing course n : a course usu. of brick built into a wall con-
structed of stone or other irregularly shaped material to bond
and level it

l1a.cin.ia \lo2'sin&)\ n, pl lacini.ae \-€,€\ or lacinias [NL, fr.
L, lappet, flap; akin to L lacer mangled — more at LACERATE]

¢ a narrow incised segment in a leaf or similar structure

2 a : the inner process of the stipes of an insect’s maxilla and
esfp. (}f L!s first maxilla D : a slender fleshy process on the head
of a fis|

la.cin.i-ate \lo'sin€,at\ or la.cin.i.at.ed \-ad-3d\ adj [L
lacinia lagpel, flap + E -ate or -ated (fr. -ate + -ed)] : bor-
dered with a fringe : cut into deep irregular usu. pointed lobes
¢ narrowly incised with divisions coarser than fimbriate — used
of a plant or animal part

la.cin.i.a.tion \s,2='ashon\ n -s [NL lacinia + E -ation]
1:LaciNiA 2 : the quality or state of being laciniate

la.cin.i-ose \la'sin€,0s\ adj [L laciniosus, fr. lacinia lappet,
flap + -osus -ose] : LACINIATE, FRINGED

lac insect n : a scale (Laccifer lacca) of southeast Asia that
produces lac; broadly : any of various related scales

la.cin.u-la \ia'smyal:\ n, pl lacinu.lae \-ys,I€\ or lacinulas
[NL, dim, of L lacinia lappet, flap] : a small lacinia — la-cin-
u-late \-ys,lat\ adj — la.cin.u.lose \-10s\ adj

l1a.cis \'lasas\ n -es [F, fr. MF, fr. OF, fr. lacier to lace — more
at LACE] : NETWORK, NET; specif : a square-meshed lace with
darned patterns

Nlack \'lak, chiefly southern US dial '1ik\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [ME
laken, fr. MD, to be lacking, to blame; akin to MD lac lack,
fault] vi 1 : to be wanting or missing $ FAIL {nothing is ~ing
but the will) (space ~s for a linguistic analysis —Eric Par-
tridge) (the sense of distance ~s; a ridge nearby can be a far=
off mountain range —Paul Bowles) i ¢ to want supply or
satisfaction : be short {(enjoined the tapster to see to it that no
one ~ed for his thirst —Arnold Bennett) (such language is
comparatively ~ing in responsibility —R.M.Weaver) ~ vt 1:to
be void or destitute of : be without or deficient in (what . . . the
church ~s is democracy —Leo Pfeffer) (~ed the ability to be-
come a great singer —W,J.Reilly) (this statement, like all
SImFle statements, ~s detail —Charlton Laird) ¢her voice may
be flexible enough, but ~s the requisite strength —Lafcadio
Hearn) 2 obs : to feel the absence of : Miss (you're loved, sir.
They that least lend it you shall ~ you first —Shak.) 3 : to
stand in need of : REQUIRE, WANT — used formerly in the
vendor’s cry what do you lack?

SYN LACK, WANT, NEED, and REQUIRE can imply the absence of
something, esp. essential or to be desired. LACK implies such an
absence, esp. due to shortage of supply {(blankets were made of
sage bark cords when rabbit skins were lacking —C.D.Forde)
(a delicacy of design that larger houses often lack —Amer.
Guide Series: N.H.) {many languages lack grammatical person
entirely —Weston La Barre) WANT in this application stresses
a deplorable lack or adds to LACK the idea of pressing desire or
urgent necessity {an age wanting in moral grandeur —Matthew
Arnold) (an American truck that wanted only a few repairs
—Richard Llewellyn) {poverty-stricken and wanting even the
necessities of existence) NEED is used more commonly than
WANT in this context to stress necessity {(what the business and
industrial world most need and seek —R.W.McEwen) (assist
an increasing number of American families in finding the things
they need and want —Annual Report J. C. Penney Corp.)
{both of these bridges are badly needed —Americana Annual)
(it only needed that the letter should be correctly addressed —
H E.Scudder) (need food and clothing) REQUIRE, similar to if
not stronger than NEgD in implying ity, can also
the importunity of urgent desire or craving ¢he found his
studies too easy to require serious attention —E.S.Bates) (so
ill as to reguire constant attendance) (the continuing deficit
requires either higher rates or a sales tax —New Republic) (the
reactor requires radically new metals to withstand great heats
—Tris Coffin)

2]ack \“\ n -s [ME lac, fr. MD, lack, fault; akin to MLG lak
lack, error, ON lakr lacking, defective, OFris lec damage, ON
leka to leak — more at LEAK] 1 : the fact or state of being
wanting or deficient : inadequate or missing supply or pro-
vision ! DEFICIENCY, FAILURE, WANT (explain the comparative
~ of simian fossils —R.W.Murray) {(~ of true insight into
human passion —A.T.Quiller-Couch) 2 : that which is lack-
ing : the thing needed {green forage is a ~ of desert regions)
Syn see ABSENCE

lacquer ware

3lack var of LAC

lack.a.dai.si.cal \}lako]daz|3kal, |€k- sometimes ;Esl\ adj [by
folk etymology fr. lackaday + -ical] 3 lacking life, spirit, or
zest : devoid of energy or purpose : IDLE, VACUOUS {com-
munism is in deadly earnest, whereas the so-called “free
world” is ~ —J.F.Dulles) {(a mere ~, spiritless young mans
about-town —P.G.Wodehouse) Syn see LANGUID

lack-.a.dai-si-cal.ly \-k(9)I§, -li\ adv : in a lackadaisical

manner
llack.a.dai.sy \'laks,dazé\ » -es [by folk etymology fr.
lackaday] ¢ INDIFFERENCE, LASSITUDE

2lackatdaisy \“\ interj, archaic — used to express sorrow or
regre

lack.a.day \'laks,da\ interj [by alter. and shortening fr.
alack the day] archaic — used to express sOrrow or regret

lacker var of LACQUER

llack.ey or lac.quey \'laké, -ki\ n -s [MF laquais, perh. fr.
Catal lacayo, alacayo] 1 : a liveried retainer : FLUNKY, FOOT-
MAN (there was jumping of ~s, a slamming of car doors, a

lare of headlights —Winifred Bambrick) 2 : a servile
ollower : HANGER-ON, TOADY {join him in refusing to be ~s of
an appointive official —M.W.Straight) (continued to carica-
ture him as a ~ of capitalism —Time)

2lackey or lacquey \"\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vi, obs : to play the
lackey : dance attendance : TOADY ~ vt : to wait upon
: serve obsequiously : ATTEND {a thousand liveried angels ~
her —John Milton) (stop ~ing and valeting the spirit of the
age —W.L.Sullivan)

lackey moth also lackey n -s [so called fr. the resemblance of
the caterpillar’s coat to a footman’'s livery] : a European moth
(Malacosoma_neustria) with a larva that is a tent caterpillar
sometimes injurious to orchard trees and other woody plants

lacking prep [fr. lacking, pres. part. of 1lack] : WANTING

lackland \'s,»\ n [Vlack + land] ; a person owning no land

2]lackland \“\ adj : owning no land : LANDLESS, PROPERTYLESS
{~ adventurers are honored above men of honest birth —T.B.
Costain)

Nackluster \'s ==\ adj ['lack + luster (n.)] : lacking in sheen,
radiance, or vitality ; DULL, UNINSPIRED (looked into space
with ~ eyes —Bram Stoker) {the town has ~ dirt streets and
plenty of stray dogs —W.A. Krauss) {eager new recruits too
often are beaten down to the hangdog, ~ average —Bennett

er
2]ackluster \“\ 7 : absence or want of luster (attempts to
justify the ~ of psychoanalytic biography —R.M.Wendlinger)
lackmoid var of LACMOID

lacks pres 3d sing of LACK, pl of LACK }

Nackwit \'s,=\ n [lack + wit] : a dull or witless person
¢ BLOCKHEAD, FOOL {appealed strongly to the throng of ~s —
H.L.Wilson) (the ~s who repeat these snappy sayings scarcely
comprehend the distinction —Springfield (Mass.) Union)

2lackwit \“\ adj : lacking intelligence (saddled with a ~
assistant —Time)

l1ac lake n ['lac] : INDIAN LAKE )

lac.-moid also lack.moid \'lak,moéid\ n -s [lacmoid, ISV
lacm- (fr. lacmus) + -oid; ;rob. orig. formed as G lakmoid;
lackmoid, alter. of lacmoid] : a violet-blue dye resemblin,
litmus that is made by the action of nitrites on resorcinol ani
is used as an indicator in titration

lac.-mus or lak-mus \'lakmss\ n -es [D lakmoes, fr. MD
leecmos, fr. leken to drip (akin to OE leccan to moisten) +

* mds green vegetables, mushy foods; akin to OE, OS, OFris
mds food, OHG muos, OE mete food — more at LEAK, MEAT]
: LITMUS

1a.co-ni.an \1o'kongsn\ adj, usu cap [L Laconia, region of
ancient Greece (fr. Gk Lakon, n, & adj., Laconian) + E -an]
1 : of, relating to, or characteristic of Laconia, a region of
ancient Greece 2 : of, relating to, or characteristic of the
people of Laconia

2laconian \“\ 7 -s cap : a native or inhabitant of Laconia

11a.con.ic \lo'kinik, -nek\ adj [L Laconicus, fr. Gk Lakdoni-
kos, fr. Lakon Laconian + -ikos -ic] 1 archaic, usu cap : of or
relating to Laconia or the Laconians : SPARTAN 2 a : speaking
or writing with Spartan brevity ¢ CURT, TERSE, UNDEMON-
STRATIVE {~, these Indians —Weston La Barre) (an antiseptic
romance between Jones and a ~ young widow —Martin
Levin) b : spoken, written, or expressed briefly or senten-
tiously : PITHY (the tone of the c ntary ~ and line
—Times Lit. Supp.) (a ~ derby-hatted interlude that stops the
show —Henry Hewes) Syn see CONCISE X

2]laconic \"“\ n-s 1 obs : a laconic person 2 a : curt or concise
expression b laconics pl : concise sentences

laconical adj [L Laconicus + E -al] archaic : LACONIC

la.con.i.cal.ly \-nsk(a)lg, -n€k-, -li\ adv ¢ in a laconic manner

la.con.i-cism \lo'kina,sizom\ n -s ['laconic + -ism] : LAC-
gN[snﬁ) ¢{one of the most heroic ~s of all literature —D.C.
mit

la-con.i-cum \lo'k#n3kan n, pl laconi.ca \-3ka\ [L, fr.
neut. of Laconicus Laconic] : the sweating room of an ancient
Roman bath

lac.0-nism \'laks,nizom\ n -s [MF & Gk; MF laconisme, fr.
Gk lakonismos imitation of Lacedaemonian manners, esp. in
terseness of expression, fr. lakonizein to speak laconically,
laconize] 1 : brevity or terseness of expression (the provoca-
tive ~ of the newspaper headline, which conceals meaning
almost as often as it expresses it —B.R.Redman) 2 : a laconic
expression

lac.o-nize \'laka,niz\ vb -ED/-ING/-s_[Gk lakdnizein, fr.
Lakan Laconian + -izein -ize] vi ¢ to incline to the Spartan
cause or manner ~ vt : to subject to Spartan rule

1a co-ru-na \liks'riin(y)a\ or l1a co.ru.fia \-linys\ adj, usu.
cap L&C [fr. La Coruna, Spain] : of or from the city of La
Coruna, Spain ¢ of the kind or style prevalent in La Coruna

lac.o0-so-mat.i.dae \,lakoso'mad-s,de\ [NL, fr. Lacosomat-,
Lacosoma, genus of moths (fr. Gk lakkos pit, tank, pond +
somat-, soma body) + -idae] syn of MIMALLONIDAE

lac.quer also lack.er \'laka(r)\ n -s [lacquer, alter. (prob.
influenced by F laque lac) of earlier lacker, fr. obs. leckar,
laker, lacre lac, fr. OPg lacra, lacre, ldcar, variants of laca, fr.
Ar k — more at LACCA] i a ¢ a spirit varnish (as sheliac)
often colored and used esp. for coating brass and other metals
to heighten their luster or prevent tarnishing b : any of
various tough durable natural varnishes; esp ¢ a varnish ob-
tained by tapping the Japanese varnish tree — called also
Chinese lacquer, Japanese lacquer; compare BURMESE LACQUER
¢ : any of various clear or colored synthetic liquid organic
coatings that typically dry to form a film by evaporation of a
volatile constituent and are used for many industrial purposes;
esp ¢ a coating in which a cellulose derivative (as cellulose ni-
trate) serves to form such a film with or without a natural or
synthetic resin (as an alkyd) (automotive ~s are sprayed on)
— compare ENAMEL 3, VARNISH 1a d : a highly glazed finish for
fabrics usu. applied in patterns on a plain ground €3 aresinous
coating applied to flat sheet metal or formed metal cans and
usu. dried by baking 2 or lacquer ware ; a decorative article
made of wood coated with Japanese or other Oriental lacquer
and often inlaid with ivory or metal; collectively : such articles
or ware 3 or lacquer red : a variable color averaf;ng a dark
reddish orange thatisredder, stronger, and slightly lighter than
ocher red and redder, stronger, and slightly lighter than burnt
sienna 4 a : a dressing (as an alcoholic solution of a gum or
resin) for the hair usu. applied by spraying and intended to
keep the hair smooth and in place B : NAIL POLISH X

2lacquer also lacker \“\ vt -ED/-ING/-s 1 : to coat with
lacquer ¢ VARNISH 2 ¢ to give a smooth finish or appearance
to : to make glossy 3 POLISH {wound up with a virtuosity that
~ed over any rough patches that had been laid bare in the
White Paper —B.A.Young) (does not . . . ~ the phrase as did
some of the accusers —Jerome Mellquist) .

lacquer disc n : a phonograph record made usu. from a nitro-
cellulose lacquer . L

lacquered adj : coated with or as if with lacquer : GLOssY,
POLISHED, VARNISHED

lac-quer-er \-kara(r)\ n -s : one that lacquers

lacquer film » : a lamination of lace , Tubber
waxed paper used for stencils in a silk-screen process

lacquering n -s 1 ¢ the application of lacquer 2 : a lacquer
finish

lacquer man n : one who mixes and tints lacquer paints

lacquer tree or lacquer plant n : a tree yielding lacquer or

t, and




lacquerwork

Japan wax; specif : JAPANESE VARNISH TREE — compare VAR~
NISH TREE

lacquerwork \'ss,#\ n : LACQUER 2

lacquey var of LACKEY

lacrima christi usu cap L&C, var of LACHRYMA CHRISTI

lac.ri-mal var of LACHRYMAL

lac 1 bone n : a small thin bone making up part of the
front inner wall of each orbit and giving passage to the lac-
rimal duct

lacrimal canaln 1 : LACRIMAL DUCT 1 2 : the bony passage
lodging the nasolacru'nal duct

lacrimal caruncle  : a small reddxsh follicular elevation at the
medial angle of the eye

lacrimal duct n 1 : a short canal leading from a minute
orifice on a small elevation at the medial angle of each eyelid
2 : any of several small ducts leading from the lacrimal gland
to the lateral angle of the eye

lac.ri-ma-le \,lakra'ma(, )le -ma(-, -m4(-\ n -s [NL, fr. neut.
sing. of ML lacrimalis 1achrymal — more at LACHRYMAL] s the
point where the posterior edge of the lacrimal bone intersects
the fron!o-lacrlmal suture

lacrimal gland » ¢ an acinous gland that is about the size and
shape of an almond and secretes tears

lacrimal sac ~ : a dilatation resembling a pouch thatislocated
within the medial canthus of the eye, receives tears from the two
lacrimal ducts (sense 1), and transmits them to the nasolac-
rimal duct

lacrimal sinus rn : TEARPIT

la.cri-man.do \}likro;min(,)do, lak-\ adj (or adv) [It, lit.,
weeping, lamentmg. fr. L Iacrtmandus, gerundive of lacrimare
to weep, shed tears] : DOLOROSO, LAMENTING, PLAINTIVE —
used as a direction in music

lac.ri.ma-.tion also lach.ry.ma.tion \, lakra'mashan\ » -s [L
lacrimation-, Iacnmano, fr. lacrimatus (past f,pa.:'t. of lacrimare
to weep) + -ion-, -io -ion] ¢ the secretion of tears : WEEPING;
specif 3 abnormal or excessive secretion of tears due to local or
systemic disease

lac.ri.-ma-.tor or lach. ry-ma-tor \'=2,mad-a(r)\ n -s [lacrima-
tion or lachrymation + -or] 3 a tear- producmg substance (as
chloroacetophenone) : TEAR GAS

l1ac.ri-ma.to.ry or lach-ry-ma-tory \'lakrams,tore, -tor-,
-r1\ n -gs [prob. fr. ML lachrymatorzum, fr. neut. of Iachryma-
torius, adj., lacrimatory] ¢ a vase found in ancient Roman
tombs and formerly regarded as meant for the tears of
mourners but now believed to have been a perfume bottle —
called also tear bottle

2lacrimatory or lachrymatory \“\ adj [ML & LL; ML
lachrymatorius, fr. LL lacrimatorius, fr. L lacrimatus (past
part. of lacrimare to shed tears, weep, fr. lacrima tear) +
-orius -ory — more at TEAR (of the eye)g 1 : of, relating to, or
prompting tears 2 : meant to contain tears

laceriemi.form \'lakroma,férm\ adj [L lacrima tear + E
-iform] : shaped like a teardro

lac.ri.moid \'lakra,moéid\ adj [L lacrima tear + E -o0id] : re-
sembling a teardrop

la.cri-mo-so \; mkrs mOS 1)s0, ilak-\ adj (or adv) [1t, lit., tear-
ful lachrymose, fr. L lacrimosus — more at LACHRYMOSE]
: marked by a plaintive style — used as a direction in music

la.croix.ite \lo'krwi,zit\ n -s [F, fr. F. A. Alfred Lacroix
11948 Fr. mmeraloglst + F -ite] : a mineral apgroxrmalely
Na(Ca Mn)AIPO,(OH); that consrsts of a basic phosphate of

calcium, mar and sodium often containing

ﬂuorane and that occurs in pale yellowish green crystals (hard-
ness

la-crosse \lo'kros also -ris\ rl:( is oftenattrib[CanF la crosse, lit.,

the crosier, the hooked sticl
:agameoriginating among the
No. American Indians that is
glayed on a turfed field by
teams of 10 players each of
whom uses a_long-handled
racket with which the ball is
caught, carried, and thrown
with the object being to throw the ball into the opponents’
goal — compare CROSSE
lacrosse stick n : CROSSE
lacs pl of LAC
lact- or lacti- or lacto- comb form [lact- fr. F&L; F, fr. L, fr.
lact-, lac; lacti- fr. F & LL; F, fr. LL, fr. L lact-, Iac. lacto- fr.
lact- + o-— more at GALAXY] 1 3 mllk (lactalbumm) {lactom-
eler (lactigenic) 2 a ¢ lactate and Slacmphosphate)
actic acid ¢lactamide) (lacromtrlte) ¢ 3 lactose (lactitol)
(lactoblomc acid)
lace ta-gogue \'lakto,gig sometimes -gog\ n -s [lact- +
-agogue] : GALACTAGOGUE
lact.al.bu-min \,lak,tal'byiimén, -i,min sometimes lak-
‘talbya- \n -s [IS lncr- i albumin] : an albumin that is
similar to serum albumm and is obtamed from the whey of
milk; esp : a protein fraction from whey including beta=
{actoglobulm used in foods and in preparing protein hydro-
ysates
lac.tam \' lak.tam ='s\ n -s [ISV lactone + amide; orig.
formed in G] 2 any of a class of inner amides of amino carbox-
ylic acids formed by the loss of a molecule of water from the
amino and carboxy! grouﬁs and characterized by the carbonyl=
imido grouping —CONH— in a ring — compare LACTIM,
LACTONE, SULTAM
lac-ta.ri-us \lak'ta(a)réss, -ter-, -tar-\ n, cap [NL, fr. L,
milky] : a large genus of white-spored ai rics (family Agari-
caceae) that exude a white or colored milky juice when cut or
broken and that include an edible species (L. deliciosus) and
some porsonous ones
lac-ta.ry \'lakteré\ adj [L lacrarms, fr. lact- + -arius -ary]
archaic 3 of or relating to milk 2 yielding a whlte milky juice
lac.tase \'lak tas, -az\ n -s [ISV lact- + + -ase] : an enzyme that
hydrolyzes lactose and other beta-| alacrosrdes and occurs esp.
in the intestines of young mammals and in yeasts
lac-tate \-at, usu -ad-+V\ n -s [lact- + -ate] 2 a salt or ester
of lactic acid’
2lactate \“\ vi -ED/-ING/-s [L lactatus, past part. of lactare to
suckle, secrete milk, fr. Iact— lac milk] : to secrete milk
lac.ta.tion \lak'tashon\ n -s [prob. fr F, fr. LL lactation-,
lactatio suckling, fr. L lactatus (past part.) + -ion-, -io -ion]
1 : the secretion and yielding of milk by the mammary gland
2 : one complete period of lactation extendln from about the
time of parturition to weaning — lac.ta.tion.al \(')lak-
itashan?l, -shnal\ adj — lac-ta.tion.al.ly \-’lle, -al|§, i\ adv
lac!ation tetany n ¢ MILK FEVER 1
1ac-te-al \' lakte‘al\ adj [L lacteus of mllk (fr. lact-, lac milk)
+ E -al — more at GALAXY] 1 2 relating to, consisting of,
producing, or resembling milk (~ flurd) (~ organs) 2a:con-
veym or containing a milky fluid (as chyle) {(a ~ channel)
b:of or relatmg to the lacteals (impaired ~ function)
2]acteal \“\ n -s : one of the lymphauc vessels arising from the
lymphatic radicles of the villi of the small intestine and con-
veying chyle from the intestine through the mesenteric glands
to the thoracic duct
lacteal gland » : a lymph gland situated upon a lacteal vessel
lac-te nin \' laktanén\ n -s [perh, fr. lact- + nitrogen + -in]
ta mt;ogenous substance present in milk that inhibits bacterial
growt
lace.te.ous \'laktéass\ adj [L lacteus of milk, milky, fr. lact-, lac
mllk] 1 archaic : MILKY, WHITE 2 : LACTEAL
n -s [L L e to turn to milk + E -encel
1 :MILKINESS 23 a copxous flow of milky say
lac-tes-cent \ ()laktes’nt\ adj [L lactescent-, lactescens, pres.
art. of lactescere to turn to milk, inchd. of lactére to be milky,
r. lact-, lac milk] 1 : becoming or appearing milky 2 a : se-
creting ‘milk b: yleldmg a milky juice — used of a plant
lacti- — see LACT-
lac.tic \'laktik, -t€k\ adj [F lactique, fr. lact- + -ique -ic]
1:of or relatmg to milk : obtained from sour milk or whey
2 ; involving the productlon of lactic acid (~ fermentation)
lactic acid n [part trans. of F acide lactique] s a hygroscopic
usu. syrupy alpha-hydroxy acid CH;CH(OH)COOH that
readily undergoes self-esterification when heated and is known
in three optically isomeric forms: (1) the dextrorotatory L=
form present normally in blood and muscle tissue as a product
of the metabolism of glucose and glycogen; (2) the levorota-
tory D-form obtained by biological fermentation of sucrose;

racket used in lacrosse
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and (3) the racemic pL-form present in sour milk, beer,
sauerkraut, pickles, and other food products and made usu. by
bacterial fermentation (as of whey, molasses, raw sugar, or
starch hydrolysates) but also synthetically, and used chlefly in
foods and beverages, in medicine, in tanmng and dyeing, and
in making esters for use as solvents and plasticizers — call
also respectively (1) dextro-lactic acid or sarcolactic acid,
(2) levo-lactic acid, (3) dl-lactic acid or ordinary lactic acid;
compare HYDRACRYLIC ACID

lactic acid bacterium or lactic bactenum n $ any of various
bacteria chiefly of the genera L and trep
that produce predominantly lactic fermentauon on suitable
media and some of which are used in the commercial produc-
tion of lactic acld and as cheese and butter starters

lactic casein n : acid casein precipitated from milk by lactic

lactlc fermentation n : fermentation in which lactic acid is
produced from carbohydrate materials (gls lactose in whey) by
the action of any, of various organisms but esp. the lactic acid
bacteria

lac-tide \" lak,tid, - t3d\ n -s [ISV lact- + anhydride; prob.
orig. formed in F1 1 3 a crystalline dilactone CsHsO4 formed
from two molecules of lactic acid by self-esterification 2 3 a
dilactone formed from an alpha-hydroxy acid other than
lactic acid

lac.tif-er-ous \(")lak;tif(a)ras\ adj [F or LL; F lactifére
lactiferous, fr. LL lactifer (fr. lacti- — fr. L lact-, lac milk — +
L -fer — adj. comb. form) + E -ous — more at GALAXY, -FER]
1 ¢ secreting or conveying milk 2 a yleldlng a rmlky juice
b ¢ LATICIFEROUS — 1ac. tif.er.ous.ness

1ac.tif.ic \-fik\ also lac.tif.i.cal \- fékal\ ad [lact;jrc fr.
lacnﬂque, fr. lacti- lact- + -fique -fic; lactifical fr. F Hctlflqlle
+ E -al] : producing milk

lac.ti.fy \'lakts,fi\ vt -ED/-ING/-Es [lact- +
by lactic fermentation.

lac-tim \'lak,tim, '\ n -s [ISV lactone + imide; orig. formed
in G] : any of a class of hydroxy imides tautomeric with lac-
tams: and characterized b, ly the enolic groupmg —C( H)=N-—

lac.ti-tol \'lakto,tol, -tGl\ n -s [lact- + -itol] : a crystalline
alcohol CyzH 24! O" obtained by hydrogenatron of lactose

lac.tiv.o.rous \ (‘)lak; llv(a)ras\ adj [lact- + -vorous] : feeding
on milk

lacto- — see LACT-

lac-to-bac-il-l1a-ce-ae \,lakto,basa'lase,€\ n pl, cap [NL, fr.
Lactobacillus, type genus + -aceae] ¢ a large family of rods
shaped or spherical %ram negative usu. microaerophilic and
nonmotile bacteria that require carbohydrates for growth,
fermenting them chiefly to lactic acid, and include the lactic
acid bacteria as well as important pathogens — see DIPLOCOC-
CUS, LACTOBACILLUS, STREPTOCOCCUS

lac.to-bacillus \ilak(,)tG+\ n [NL, fr. lact- + Bacillus, genus
of bacterial 1 cap : a genus of gram-positive nonmotile
lactic-acid-forming bacteria (famlly Lactobacillaceae) in-
cluding various commercially important lactic acid bacteria
2 pl lactobacilli ;: any bacterium of the genus Lactobacillus
lactobacillus ca.sei factor \-'kasg,i-\ n, cap L [NL Lacto-
bacillus casei (lit., Lactobacillus of cheese), species of Lacto-
bacillus that produces it] ¢ folic acid or a higher conjugated
pteroylglutamic acid

lac.to-bac-te.ri-a.ce.ae \,lakto(,)bak,tiré'ase,e\ [NL, 1rreg
fr. Lactobacter, syn. of Lactobactllus (fr lact— -bacter)
-aceae] syn of LACTOBACILLACEAE

lac-to-bi-on.ic acid \jlaktG(,)bijinik-\ n [ISV lactobiose
lactose (fr. lact- + biose) + -onlc] : a syrupy acid C;1H21010-
COOH obtained by oxidation of lactose

lac.to.chrome \'lakts,krom\ n [lact- + -chrome] ¢ RIBOFLAVIN
1ac-to-flavin \!lak(,)t6+\ n LISV lact- + flavin] 2 RIBOFLAVIN
lac-to-gen \'laktajdn, -,jen\ n -s [lact- + -gen] : LACTOGENIC

-fy1: to transform

lac-toogenems \ilak(,)to+\ n [NL, fr. lact- + genesis] ! initia-
tion of lactation

lac.to-gen-ic \jlakts}jenik\ adj [lact- +
lactation :
lactogenic hormone » : a crystalline protein of the anterior
lobe of the pituitary body that induces lactation, maintains the
corpora lutea in a functioning state in mammals and stimu-
larels the crop gland in birds — called also lureatrophm

rolactin

l;c-to-glohuun \ lak( )15+ \ n [ISV lact- + globulin; prob,
ong formed in w] : a crystalline protein fraction that is ob-
tained from the whey of milk and is soluble in half-saturated
ammonium sulfate solution but insoluble in pure water —
called also beta-lactoglobulin; compare LACTALBUMIN
lac.tom.e.ter \lak'timad-a(r)\ n [lact- + meter] : a hydrom-
eter for determining the specrfu: gravity of milk

lac.tone \'lak,ton\ n -s [ISV lact- + -one] ¢ any of a class of
inner esters of hydroxy carboxylic acids formed typically
by the loss of a molecule of water from the hydroxyl and car-
boxyl groups of the acids, characterized by the carbonyl-oxy
grouping —OCO— in a ring, and classed according to the posi-
tion of the hydroxyl group in the parent acid (gamma-lactones
from gamma-hydroxy acids contain five-membered rings and
delta-lactones from delta-hydroxy acids contain 6-membered
rings) — compare SULTONE — lac.ton-.ic \ (*)lak; tdmk\ adj
lac-to-mtme ak ()to+\ n [ISV lact- + nitrile] 3 a liquid
CH;CH (O )CN made by addition of hydrogen cyanlde to
acetaldehyde and used in making esters of lactic acid; acetal-
dehyde cyanohydrin
lac-to-ni-za.tion \ lakton3'zashan\ n -s :
lactonizing
lac-to.nize \'lakto,niz\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [lactone + -ize] vt
¢ to convert into a lactone ~ vi $ to become converted into
a lactone
lac.to-phosphate \llak(,)t0+\ n [lact- + phosphate] :
mixture of a lactate and a phosphate {calcium ~)
lac.to-prene \lakta.gren\ n -s [lact- + isoprene] : any of
several synthetic rubbers that are polymers or copolymers of
an acrylic ester (as ethyl acrylate) and are characterized by
good resistance to flexing and good resistance to hydrocarbon
oils, oxygen and ozone, weather, and heat but not to low
temperatures
lac-tose \'lak,tos\ n -s [ISV lact- + -ose; prob. orig. formed
inFl:a shghtly sweet dextrorotator reducm% disaccharide
sugar C 2H2204, that is present in milk, that is less soluble in
water t"lan glucose or sucrose, that on hydrolysrs yields
glucose and galactose and on fermentation by various or-
ganisms yields esp. lactic acid (as in the souring of milk),
that is usu. obtained from whey by evaporation as hard
crystals of the alpha form containing a molecule of water, and
that is used chiefly in foods, medicines, and culture media (as
for the manufacture of pemclllm). 4-B-galactosyl-glucose
lac-to-side \'lakta,sid\ n -s [lactose + -ide] : a glycoside that
yields lactose on hydrolysis
lac.tos.uria \, Iaktﬁ's(h)ﬂréa, -os'yi-\ n -s [NL, fr. ISV
lactose + NL -urm] he presence of lactose in the unne
lac.to.vegetarian \| lak( Yo+ \ adj [lact- + vegetarian] :

or relanng to a diet of milk and vegetables and someumes

lac-to-yl \'lakta,wil\ or lac.tyl \'lak,til\ n -s [ISV lact- +
-oyl or -yl] : the radical CH3CH (OH)CO— of lactic acid
lac tree n ['lac] : LACQUER TREE
lac.tu.ca \lak" tuka -ke'tyli-\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, lettuce — more
at LETTUCE] 2 a genus of wrdely distributed mllky -juiced herbs
(family Composrtae) having a beaked achene and soft white
multiseriate pappus — see LETTUCE, PRICKLY LETTUCE
lac-tu.ca.ri-um \,lakta'ka(a)réam, -‘ker-, -'kar-\ n -s [NL,
fr. Lactuca, genus that produces it+ L -arlum] the dried
milky juice of a prickly lettuce (Lactuca virosa) resemblmg
opium in Yhysmal properties and formerly used as a sedative
la.cu.na \lo'k(y)iino\ n, pl lacu.nae \-k(y)ii(,)ng, -kii,ni\ or
lacunas \- k(y)l.inaz\ [L pit, cleft, pool — more at LAOOON]
: a blank space : GAP, HOLE ; a missing part : DEFECT, FLAW
(deﬂglte the lacunae in subs!annve information —P.M. Hauscr)
{with a cultured man there is no gap or ~ between his opinions
and his life —J.C.Powys) 2 [NL, fr. L1 a : one of the
follicles in the mucous membrane of the urethra b : one of the
mmute cavities in bone or cartilage occupied by the cells
(1) : one of the small pits on the surface of some of the
llchens (2) : a gap in the protoxylem resulting from break-
down of protoxylem elements during elongation of a root

-genic] : inducing

the process of

ladder snake

or shoot — called also carinal canal (3) : a depressed space
or pit on the outer surface of a pollen grain d : one of the
spaces among the tissues of lower anmimals that serve in
lace of vessels for the circulation of the body fluids 3 [NL,
r. L] cap : a large _cosmopolitan genus of chinks that is
the type of the family Lacunidae but was often formerly
included in Littorinidae Syn see BREAK
la.cu.nal \-k(y)tin’l\ or la.cu.nar \-na(r)\ adj [lacuna +
-al or -ar] : LACUNARY
la.cu.nar \“\ n, p/ lacunars \- n::(r)z\ or lac.u.nar-.ia
\.lakya'na(a)réa\ [L, fr. lacuna pit] 1 lacunars ¢ a vault or
ceiling constructed with recessed panels 2 pl lacunaria 3 a
recessed panel forming part of a regularly patterned ceiling,
vault, or soffit ¢ COFFER
mau-nary \' lakya nere, 1" k(ty)UnarE\ adj [lacuna + -ary]
s of, relatm{g to, or mcludlng acunae
lacu nate \lo'k(y)u,nat, 'lakya,n-\ adj [NL lacuna + E -ate]
2 LACUNARY
la.cune \la'k(y)tin\ n -s [F or L; F7acune, fr. L lacuna pit,
cleft, pdol — more at LAGOON] 3 LACUNA
la cu.ni.dae \-ns,de\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lacuna, type genus
+ -idae] ® a cosmopohtan family of marine gastropods (sub-
order Taenioglossa) that comprise the chinks and are charac-
terized by a conical umbilicate shell with a slit leading to the
umbilicus
lac-u-nome \'lakys,nom\ n -s [It lacunoma, fr. NL lacuna
+ -oma] : a system 'of lacunar spaces sometimes demonstrable
in some animal cells and suggested to be comparable to the
vacuolar apparatus of the typical plant cell
la.cu.nule \ls'k(y)ii,nyl\ »n -s [lacuna + -ule] :
lacuna
la.cu-nu-lose \-)Unys,16s\ adj [lacunule + -ule + -ose] : hav-
ing minute lacunae
la.cus-tral \ls'kostral\ adj [lacustrine + -al]l : LACUSTRINE
la.cus-tri-an \-réon\ adj [lacustrine + -an] : LACUSTRINE
2lacustrian \“\ » -s { LAKE DWELLER
la.cus-trine \-ran\ adj [prob. fr. F or It lacustre lacustrine
(fr. L lacus lake; prob. influenced by L paluster, palustris
marshy) + E -ine — more at LAKE] 1 : of, relanng to, or
formed in lakes (~ waters) (~ depostts) 2: growing or
living in lakes (a ~ flora) (~ fishes) 3 : of or relating to
dwellings built on piles in lakes esp. in prehlstonc central
Europe, Scotland, and Ireland
LACW abbr leading aircraftswoman
lac wax n ! SHELLAC WAX .
lacy or lacey \'lase, -si\ adj lac.i-er; lac-i-est : resembling,
exhibiting, or consisting of lace ; LACELIKE (a ~ lady from
the past with a passion for the future —Newsweek) (ended
with ~, upper- re%lster piano notes —Whitney Balliett) (you
start out . . . ok at the ~ iron balconies and the old
houses —R.M.Hodesh)
lad \'lad, aa(a)d\ n -s [ME ladde] 1 a obs : a male attendant
: MANSERVANT b obs ¢ a man of low slatwn VARLET, KNAVE
€ Brit ¢ a stableboy in a racing stable ¢ GRoom 2 @ ¢ a male
person of any age between early boyhood and matumy
$ BOY, YOUTH, STRIPLING (a young country ~) (a ~ not yet
twemy) (all the local ~s and lassesy b 2 a male child : SON
{~s, less often girls, are named after nephews or nieces
—J.G.Frazer) 3 :MAN, FELLOW, CHAP — often used familiarly
or in affection or admiration (here‘s luck, ~) <a great ~ with
the ladies) (a couple of likely ~s for a brawl) 4 : SWEET-
HEART (have ye seen aught of my bonnie ~»
la.da-khi also la.da-Ki \lo'dike\ n, p/ ladakhi or ladakhis
also ladaKi or 1adakis usu cap 1 : a native or inhabitant of
Ladakh, a region of eastern Kashmir 2 : a Tibetan dialect
of Ladakh
la.dang \'l4,d4n\ n -s [D, fr. Malay] Indonesia : MILPA 1
ladanum var of LABDANUM
11ad.der \'lada(r)\ n -s often attrib [ME fr. OE hizdder,
hizder; akin to MD léder ladder, OHG
leitara ladder, ON hlith swinging gate,
Goth hleithra hut, tent, and to
hlinian, hleonian to lean — more at LEAN
(incline)] 1 a : a usu. portable structure
for use in climbing up or down that con-
sists commonly of two parallel sidepieces
of wood, metal, or rope joined at short
intervals by a series of crosspieces that
serve as rests for the feet — see AERIAL
LADDER, EXTENSION LADDER, STEPLADDER
b obs ¢ the steps leading to a gallows
¢ : a set of vertical or inclined steps on
a shxp : ship’s stairway — see ACCOM-
MODATION LADDER; cOompare COMPANION-
wAY 2 : a means of rising or climbing

a small

ladder 1a

¢ that by which one attains to a higher Fosmon or status (the

only ~ is education in a technical school —Roger Burhngameg
{~s used by the unscrupulously ambitious —T.H.Eliot,
(the societal organizations and the institutions that serve .

as social ~s —Social Forces) (the pathetic conviction that
learning alone was the ~ to political power —Roy Lewis
& Angus Maude) — compare STEPPING-STONE 3 : something
that resembles or suggests a ladder in form or use: as @ chiefly
Brit : RUN 12a D : FISH LADDER € $ CONVEYER 2a(6) d:a
series of cross straﬂs attached to the backs of venetian-blind
tapes to support the slats € I BACKBONE 5, LADDER TRACK
1 ¢ a succession of gunfire salvos fired with uniform differences
in range to determine the proper range for achieving hits
g : a cultivating implement of India resembllng a harrow
4 : a series of usu. ascending steps or stages : a scheme of
comparative rank or order $ SCALE (trying to better his position
on the social ~) (ranked objectively in a ~ of economic
desirability —Jour. of Accountancy) {a toehold on the academic
~ —Lynn White) {slipped down the power ~ —C.L.Sulz-
berger) {(a world whose standards appear to be at the bottom
of t e ~ —P.M.Mazur) 5 & : LADDER COMPANY D I LADDER

2ladder \“\_vb laddered; laddered; laddering \-d(d)rig\
ladders vt 1 : to provide wr!h ladders 2 scale by means of a
ladder {(~ a bulldmg) ¢ to provide with a fish ladder (~
a falls) 3 chiefly Brit : to “cause or develop a ladder in (~ a
stocking) 4 India : to work (land) with a ladder ¢ HARROW
5 & to mark transversely as if with rungs of a ladder ¢ BAR,
STRIPE (slant rays ~ed the lofty shade —D.C.Peattie) ~ vi
1 chiefly Brit : to develop a ladder RUN (stockings which
~ed the first tlme they were worn) 2 : to rise like or as
if on the successive rungs of a ladder (dusty leaves ~ing
up a goldenrod stem —W.O.Mitchell) {(~ing up the bestseller
list —Time)

ladder=back \'z,=\ adj, of furniture : having a back consisting
of two upright posts connected by horlzonlal slats ¢ LADDER=
BACKED {a ladder-back chair)

ladder-backed \i#=i#\ adj : having a back resembling a
ladder; esp : having barred markings on the back that are
suggestive of the rungs of a ladder (Jadder-backed wood-
per:kcrs;l A .

ladder chain n : a chain resembling a ladder in shape

ladder company n : a fire department unit comprising the
firemen to operate a ladder truck

laddered adj 1 : provided with a ladder (a ~ loft) 2 : that
has developed a ladder (a ~ stocking)

ladder fire n : a method of adjusting artillery or mortar fire
by firing in rapid succession three rounds with the same de-
flection but at different ranges

laddering n -s : ladders or material for ladders

ladder jack » : a bracket for supporting a platform or scaffold
from a ladder

lad-der-less \'lad-a(r)l3s\ adj 1 : having no ladder (a ~ loft)
2 chiefly Erlt s free from ladders ¢ resistant to laddering {(~
stockings

ladderuﬁe \'s2,2\ adj : resembling a ladder (as in form or
appearance or in bemg graduated or progressive) $ SCALAR,
SCALARIFORM

lad.der-man \'lada(r)men, -,man\ #, p/ laddermen : a member
of a ladder company

ladders pl of LADDER, pres 3d sing of LADDER

ladder shell # : a prommenlly ribbed spiral marine shell of
Epitonium or related genera : WENTLETRAP

ladder snake n : a southern European rat snake (Elaphe
scalaris) with ladderlike markings on back and sides



ladder tape

ladder tape n : a tape support for a venetian blind that consists
of two long strips of a woven or plastic fabric joined at
intervals by narrow cross strips on which the slats of the
blind rest

ladder tournament » : a tournament in which the names of
all contestants are drawn and arranged one above the other on
a posted list and in which each entrant is entitled to challenge
one of the two contestants directly above him and if victorious
to assume his opponent’s place in the ranking

ladder track n : a main track connecting successive body
tracks in a railroad yard : BACKBONE §

ladder truck n : a piece of mobile fire apparatus carrying
ladders and usu. other fire-fighting and rescue equipment

MR e
I

x‘gn\mm&
JANN

ladder truck

ladderway \'ss,s\ n :

NV . a series of ladders for passnge up or
down in a mine; also

a compartment in which ladders are

used

lad.dery \'lad(s)ré\ adj : resembling a ladder

lad.die \'ladg, -di\ » -s [dim. of lad] : a young lad

lad-dish \'ladish\ adj : resembling or belonging to a lad : BOY-
ISH, IMMATURE, YOUTHFUL — lad.dish.ness n -es

1lade \'lad\ vb laded; lad.ed \-d3d\ or in vt sense I lad.en
\-d°n\ lading; lades [ME laden, fr. OE hladan, ladan to
heap, load, draw water; akin to OHG hladan to load, ON
hlatha, Goth afhlathan to load, OSlav klasti to load, Place]
vt 1 a: to put a load or burden on or in : furnish with freight
or cargo : LOAD {~ a vessel) (laded their asses with the
corn —Gen 42:26 (AV)) (the lighter a ship is laden the greater
will be the effects of an uneven trim —Manual of Seamanship)
{countless ore-laden motor trucks —Tom Marvel) b : to put
or place as a load or burden esp. for shipment or carriage
¢ take aboard : PACK, sHIP, sTOW (lading tea and silks from
Canton —F.R.Dulles) (exclude from the protection of their
policies cargo laden on deck —W.D.Winter) (bring to town
their produce, laden in wagons —Amer. Guide Series: Pa.)
G : to load heavily: (1) : to provide or supply abundantly or to
repleteness : CHARGE, CRAM, FILL (their breasts were laden with
decorations and medals —F.J.Mather) (packed with an-
notations and statistics and laden with footnotes —Times
Lit, Szpp.) (let the air with joy be laden —W.S.Gilbert)
(silt-laden soll —R.A.Billington) (the suspense-laden room
—Cortland Fitzsimmons) (2) : to weigh down : weigh upon
heavily : BURDEN, OPPRESs (weak and heavy laden —Joseph
Scriven) (laden with the deep, nostalgic morbidness of youth
—Walter O’Meara) (three misery-laden men —Albert Deutsch)
2 : to lift or throw (a liquid) in or out with or as if with a
ladle or dipper : DIP, DRAW, LADLE (laded several dippers
of water into a basin) (laded metal) (the molten glass is laded
from thefot to the forming table) ~ vi 1 ¢ to take on cargo
2 LOAD ¢ to take up or convey a liquid by dipping Syn see

BURDEN

2]ade now dial var of LOAD

3lade \'lad\ n -s [ME, fr. OE lad course, way — more at
LoDE] 1 chiefly Scot ¢ MILLRACE 2 a : the mouth of a river
‘WATERCOURSE

llad-en \'lad’n\ vt ladened; ladened; ladening \-d()nig\

ladens ['lade + -en] : LADE (heavily ~ed with equipment

—Isabel M. Lewis)

2laden adj [fr. laden, past part. of 1lade] : BURDENED, CHARGED,
LOADED (leading a ~ mule —Arthur Loveridge) (a ~ silence
... prevailed —Osbert Sitwell) {(a ~ heart)

la.den-burg flask \'lid’n,barg\ n, usu cap L [after Albert
Ladenburg 11911 Ger. chemlsl?: a distilling flask with bulbed

neck

lad.er \'lada(r)\ n -s : one that lades

lad-hood \'lad,hud\ n : BOYHOOD

la-di-da also 1a-de-da or 1a-di-dah \14d€|d4\ vi -ED/-ING/-s
[perh. alter. of lardy-dardy, adj.] : to speak or act in a la-di-da
manner : behave in an affectedly refined or elegant manner

2la-di-da also la-de-da or la-di-dah \“\ or lah-di-dah
\“\ n -s 1 : a person who affects gentility or elegance : a
Kret_entlous imitator of cultivated speech or manners 2 : be-

avior characteristic of a la-di-da : affected gentility or

gentility so exaggerated as to seem affected : GENTEELNESS;
e.;p : an exaggeratedly genteel accent or a mincing Hprissiness
of expression (with your car and your la-di-da and Honorable

and all the rest of it —Nigel Balchin) <the soldier’s blasphemy
takes the curse off the aesthete’s la-di-da —J.W.Beach)

Ja-di-da also la-de-da or la-di-dah or lah-di-dah \*“\
adj 1 3 characteristic of a la-di-da : affectedly refined or
polished : exaggeratedly upper-class in speech and manners
¢ GENTEEL {with their gentlemen’s voices and la-di-da man-
ners —C.S.Forester) (the exotic and inscrutable Chinese
... is no more true to life than the la-di-da Englishman
—Owen Lattimore) {complaints against the la-de-da pro-
nunciation of some of their hirelings —H.L.Mencken)
2 a : HIGHFALUTIN, PRETENTIOUs (collecting and drinking
wine . . . a dandy hobby, if the vocabulary weren't so la-di-da
—Clifton Fadiman) b $ MINCING, SISSIFIED {a la-di-da book
about men's clothes —G.T.Hellman) 3 : characteristic of
the world of fashion and wealth : ELEGANT, HIGH-TONED,
STYLIsH (the la-di-da doings of high society —J.P.O’Donnell)
: ETX‘TRA>VAGANT. LAVISH (la-de-da parties and glamour girls
—rIime

ladies pl of LADY

ladies aid n, usu cap L&A : a local organization of church-
women for the purpose of assisting financially the church
to which they belong — compare AD 3¢

ladies auxiliary n, usu cap L&A : an organization of women
that is auxiliary usu. to a men’s fraternal or social organization
— compare AUXILIARY 9

ladies chain n, often cap L&C : a square-dance figure in
which the women give their right hands to each other as they
cross over to the opposite men who take their left hands and
swing them as they arrive

ladies’ cloth var of LADY'S CLOTH

ladies’ day n, often cap L&D : a day on which women receive a
special privilege (as attendance as guests at a meeting of a
men’s club or free admission to a baseball game)

ladies’~delight var of LADY'S-DELIGHT
dies’-eardrop var of LADY'S-EARDROP

ladies’ ladder var of LADY'S LADDER

ladies’ man also lady’s man » : a man who shows a marked
fondness for the company of women or is very gallant in his
attentions to women "<

ladies’=pocket var of LADY'S-POCKET

ladies’ room # : a women's lavatory esp. in a public or semi-
public building or establishment (as a theater or restaurant)

ladies’ slipper var of LADY'S SLIPPER

la.dies’-streamer \)ladé(z)+;-\ n [by folk etymology fr.
NL Lagerstroemia, genus name] ¢ CRAPE MYRTLE

ladies’~tobacco aiso lady’s-tobacco \is=sj=-\ n :
of the genus Antennaria

ladies’ tresses also lady’s tresses or lady’s traces \is«s=\
n pl but sing or plin constr : an orchid of the genus Spiranthes

la.di-fy or la.dy-fy \'lad3fi, -d€,-\ vt -ED/-ING/-ES 1 : to
make a lady of ; treat as a lady : call by the title Lady 2:to
make ladylike; e:f ¢ to make suitable for a lady (manners that
had been carefully ladified) (ladified copies of a man's best
briars —advt) . )

la.dik \l4'dek\ » -s usu cap [fr. Ladik, village in Turkey] : a
rug of fine texture woven in and near Ladik in central Anatolia

la.din \l>'dén\ n -s cap [Rhaeto-Romanic, fr. L Latinum
Latin — more at LATIN (n.)] 1 : ROMANSH 2 : one speaking
Romansh as a mother tongue

la.di-na \ls'déns\ n -s often cap [AmerSp, fem. of ladino]
: a female ladino

a plant
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lading n -s [fr. lading, gerund of 'lade] 1 a : LOADING la
b : an act of bailing, dipgjng. or ladling 2 : something that
lades ¢ a load or something that makes up a load (as the
contents of a shipment) ¢ CARGO, FREIGHT, BURDEN
'la.di-no \Io'de(,)no\ n _-s [Sp, fr. ladino, adj., cunning,
learned, lit., Latin, fr. L latinus Latin — more at LATIN
(adj.)] 1 cap : JUDEO-SPANISH _2 often cap [AmerSp, fr. Sp
ladino, adj.] a : a_ westernized Spanish-speaking Latin
American who is not of pure Spanish extraction; esp : MESTIZO
b : a Central American of mixed or pure Spanish descent who
does not belong to an Indian community 3 [ AmerSp, fr. Sp
ladino, adj.] Southwest ¢ a cunningly vicious horse or steer
4 cap : a Judeo-Spanish-speaking Jew of the Balkan or
Mediterranean countries; also : SPAGNUOLO

2]a.di-no \ls'di(,)n0, -de(,)nG, -dina\ or ladino clover n -s
often cap L [perh. irreg. fr. Lodi, commune of Italy + It -ino,
adj. suffix] : a large nutritious rapidly growing clover that is
a horticultural variety of white clover reaching two to four

times the size of common white clover and widely planted for
hay, ensilage, and grazing and as a cover crop

llad-kin \'ladk3n\ 7 -s : a little lad

2]adkin \“\ n -s [origin unknown] : a glazier’s tool for opening

cames
1a.dle \'lad’I\ n -s [ME ladel, fr. OE hlzdel, fr. hladan to
lade — more at LADE] 1 : a deep-bowled longs
handled spoon used esp. for dipping up and
convegmg liquids 2 : an instrument or device
resembling a ladle in form or function: as a : a
vessel with a pourin? lip or nozzle for conveying
liquid metal from a furnace to another apparatus
for further treatment or to a mold for castin,
b (1) : a copper scoop attached to a staff an
used with muzzle-loading cannon to withdraw
the projectile and charge from a loaded piece
(2) ¢ aring with handles used for carrying spherical
shot ¢ : a long-handled box for taking up col-
lections in church .

2ladle \"\ vr ladled; ladled; ladling \-d(°)lin\
ladles : to take up and convey in a ladle : dip
with or as if with a ladle (ladled a bowl of stew
for himself —A.B.Mayse) (ladled the fish into the
weir boat —Mary H. Varse) (information-ladling
college professors —H.A.Overstreet)

la.dle-ful \'lad’Lful\ n -s [ME ladel-ful, fr, ladel
ladle + -ful] : the quantity held by a ladle

ladle in vt : to put in with or as if with a ladle : INSERT (ladled
in a few such scriptural phrases —Mark Twain)

ladle out vt : to dish out : FURNISH, GIVE, PROVIDE (ladle out
two bowls of porridge —Margaret Kennedy) (ladie it out
slowly) (a more dynamic socialism than the one being of-
ficially ladled out —Mollie Panter-Downes) {(charm is some-
times ladled out in too much profusion —C.H.Sykes)

la.dler \'lad(®)la(r)\ n -s 2 one that ladles .

ladle up vt : to serve with or as if with a ladle (lustily singing
out for someone to ladle him up —Herman Melville)

lad o’ pairts \,lada'parts, -per-\ Scot : a clever or talented
fellow : MAN OF PARTS

ladp abbr ladyship

la.drone or la.dron \in sense I 'ladran or 'ladron, in sense 2
lo'dron\ n, pl ladrones or ladrons [prob. fr. MF ladron
thief, robber, fr. L latron-, latro]l 1 usu ladrone, chiefly Scot
2 BLACKGUARD, ROGUE 2 usu ladron [Sp ladrén, fr. L latron-,
latro] Southwest : THIEF, ROBBER

lads pl of LAD

lad’s=love \'s,s\ n : BOY'S-LOVE

Nla.dy \'lade, -di\ n -Es often attrib [ME lady, lavedi, lafdi,
fr. OE hlzfdige, ir. hlaf bread + - 165 (fr. root of a prehistoric
verb meaning to knead); akin to OE dZge maid, kneader of
bread — more at LOAF, DAIRY] 1 obs : a mistress of servants
: a woman who looks after the domestic affairs of a family
: female head of a household 2 a : a woman having pro-
prietary rights, rule, or authorit{ ¢ a woman to whom obe-
dience or homage is owed as a ruler or feudal superior — usu.
used chiefly in the phrase lady of the manor; compare LORD 1
b (1) : a woman receiving the particular homage of a knight
(2) : a woman who is the object of a lover’s devotion ; LADY-
LOVE, MISTRESS, SWEETHEART 3 & : a woman of good family
or of a superior social position (inclined to remind you that
she was a ~ by birth —W.S.Maugham) (begins as a narrative
with a warm and vigorous picture of the decline of the ~ . ..
into the woman —H.S.Canby) (the airs of a ~) (once a
~ could not be a stenographer or a shopgirl —Katharine
F. Gerould) — compare GENTLEMAN 1b; used also of a
woman in a courteous mode of reference (show this ~ to a
seat) (the ladies’ singles championship) or usu. in the pl. of
address (that will be all, ladies) (ladies and gentlemen) b¢ta
woman of refinement and gentle manners : a woman whose
conduct conforms to a certain standard of Propriety or
correct behavior : well-bred woman (with a lady’s respect for
tranquillity she forbore to discuss these troubles —Frances
G. Patton) {no woman with a bosom could be quite a ~ in
his eyes —Hugh MacLennan) {a ~ ... quiet, reserved,
gracious, continent ... gentle, and a woman —W.D .Steele)
— compare GENTLEMAN Ic € ¢ a woman irrespective of social
status or personal qualities ¢ FEMALE (a ~ doctor) (a char-
lady) (a two-headed boy and a bearded ~) {(~ novelists)
(the iceman, the blackberry ~, and the poor blind man with
the brooms —Eudora Welty) {noticed the cold eye of the ~
behind the bar —Margery Allingham) (as fit as a ~ sharp-
shooter —Ethel Merman) 4 : WIFE (the president and his ~)
¢his daughter was now a general’'s ~ —John De Meyer)
{fashionable doctors and their ladies —Gene Baro) 5 — used
as a title prefixed to the names of various supernatural beings
and personified abstractions (Lady Venus) (Lady Luckg;
compare DAME Ic 6 a : any of various titled women in
Great Britain — used as a courtesy title for the daughter of
a duke, marquess, or earl {(Lady Philippa Stewart, daughter
of the fourteenth Duke of Norfolk) and for the wife of a
younger son of a duke or marquess { Lady Randolph Churchill,
wife of a younger son of the Duke of Marlborough) and as
a mode of reference for a marchioness, countess, viscountess,
or baroness (the Marchioness of Lothian, addressed as
Lady Lothian) and for the wife of a baronet or knight (Sir
William and Lady Craigie) b : a female member of certain
orders of knighthood or chivalry (Her Majesty is Lady of the
Most Noble Order of the Garter —Burke's Peerage) (ap-
pointed by Pope Pius as a ~ of the grand cross of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre —Springfield (Mass.) Union)
— compare DAME 1g 7 @ obs : the queen in a set of chess men
b slang : a queen in a deck of playing cards 8 [so called
fr. the fancied resemblance to the outline of a seated woman’s
figure] ¢ the triturating apparatus in the stomach of a lobster
9 : a gunner's mate in charge of the lady's hole on a man-of=
war 10 a : a female animal (one was a ~, her swimmerets
... covered with black eggs —Robert Hunter) {a ~ goat)
{the male trout are handsome, the ~ trout pretty and available
—Ford Times) b : a female harlequin duck — compare
LORD-AND-LADY 11 ladies pl but sing in constr, chiefly Brit
3 LADIES' ROOM (slipped into the ladies to powder her nose)

2]ady \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-ES vt, obs : to make a lady of or to
make ladylike ~ vi: to play the lady — used with it (~ing
it over her former friendsf

lady altar n, usu cap L : an altar dedicated in honor of the
Virgin Mary

lady am-herst’s pheasant \-'am(,)ars(t)s-\ n, usu cap L&A
[after Sarah E. Lady Amherst 118‘,6 Brit. amateur naturalist]
¢ a pheasant (Chrysolophus amherstiae) native to western
China and Tibet and having a green crown, red crest, and
black-barred white cape and a white breast and abdomen

lady baltimore cake n, usu cap L&B [prob. after Lady
Baltimore, wife of Lord Baltimore 11632 — more at BALTIMORE]
: a usu. white butter cake with boiled frosting and a filling of
chopped raisins, figs, and nuts — compare LORD BALTIMORE

ladle 1

CAKE

lady beetle n : LADYBUG

ladybird \'ss,»\ n 1 also ladybird beetle : LADYBUG 2 : PIN-
TAIL 1 3 2 SWEETHEART

lady bountiful n, pl/ lady bountifuls or ladies bountiful,
often cap L&B [after Lady Bountiful, character in The
Beaux' Stratagem (1707), play by George Farquhar 11707

lady’s-maid

British dramatist born in Ireland] : a woman notable for
or conspicuous in her *benevolences

lady bracken or lady brake » ['lady] : a common brake
(Pteridium aquilinum)

ladybug \'ss,-\ n [after Our Lady, the Virgin Mary] : any
of the small more or less hemispherical often brightly colored
beetles that constitute the family Coccinellidae, are dis-
tributed throughout temperate and tropical regions, and
with the exception of a few herbivorous forms feed in both
larval and adult stages upon small insects and the eggs of
larger ones — see VEDALIA

lady chair n 1 : a seat formed by the interlocked hands and
wrists of two persons 2 : an upholstered chair without arms
or with very low only slightly projecting arms

lady chapel n, usucap L & often cap C [ME (oure) lady chapell,
fr. oure lady Our Lady, the Virgin Mary + chgp;fy chapclj
¢ a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, containing a Lady
altar, and Jocated usu. in a cathedral or parish church but
sometimes in a separate buildin

lady court » : a court held by aiiady of a manor

lady crab n 1 3 a brightly spotted swimming crab (Ovalipes
ocellatus) that is very common on the sandy shores of the
Atlantic coast of the U.S. 2 : a crab (Portunus puber) of the
English coasts that is closely related and similar to the Ameri-
can lady crab

lady cracker n : a diminutive firecracker

lady day n, usu cap L&D [ME (oure) lady day, fr. oure lady
Our Lady, the Virgin Mary + day] : a feast of the Virgin
Mary; specif ¢ ANNUNCIATION DAY

lady fern n : a widely distributed fern (Athyrium filix-femina)
with slender bipinnate fronds showing considerable variation
in form; broadly : any fern of the genus Athyrium — usu. used
with a qualifying term .

ladyfinger \'ss,==\ n 1 a : LADY's-FINGER b ladyfingers
pl but sing or pl in constr : a foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)
2 : a small finger-shaped sponge cake 3 : any of several
small-fruited bananas 4 : a large elongated dessert grape of
European origin and superior flavor

ladyfish \'sz,2\ n : any of several marine fishes: as a : a
bonefish (Albula vulpes) b : a crimson and gold wrasse
(Bodianus rufus) of Florida and the West Indies and south
to Brazil — called also Spanish hogfish € : TENPOUNDER

lady friend n_1 : a female friend {(no other relatives . .. no
lady friend with whom you could stay —William Black) (less
a secretary than an intimate lady friend —H.J.Laski) ta
man’s female companion {soldiers, and bankers, and their
wives and lady friends —New Yorker) (spending the day at the
beach with his lady friend) 3 : the female partner in an
intimate esp. an illicit relationship : LOVER, MISTRESS

ladyly var of LADIFY )

lady=help \'=s'=\ n, Brit : a woman who performs domestic
duties at a usu, low wage in consideration of recognition as the
social equal of her employer ) .

la.dy.hood \'lade,hud\ n 1 ¢ the state of being a lady ¢ quality
or nature of a lady (the changing status of woman from ~
to the position of lpolitical citizen —Amy Loveman) 2 :LADIES
(representative of the ~ of her day)

ladying pres part of LADY

lady-in-waiting \'ss='--\ n, p! ladies-in-waiting : a lady
of a queen’s or a princess's household appointed to wait
upon or attend her . X

la.dy-ish \'ladg@ish\ adj : somewhat like a lady; esp ¢ having
or showing undesirable ladylike characteristics — la.dy-
ish.ly adv — la.dy.ish.ness n -Es i

lady=Killer \'ss,ss\ n : a man who captivates women or who
has the reputation of beini fascinating to women .

lad -killlng \'zs,22\ n ¢ the activities or arts of a lady-killer

1a.dy-Kin \'ladeksn\ n -s ['lady +
times used as an endearment )

la.dy.kind \-gkind\ n ['lady + -kind (as in womankind)]
2 LADIES — compare WOMANKIND

la-?y-less \-€l3s\ adj : lacking ladies :

a lad

ladyllﬂe \'ss,#\ adj 1 : resembling a lady in appearance or
manners ¢ WELL-BRED (editorials urging our girls to ~
—Virgil Henry) {one establishment may appeal to the conseryv-
ative ~ type —Lois Long) 2 : becoming or suitable to a lady
¢ marked by conformity to a lady’s standards (in a ~ manner
she was sick —Sinclair Lewis) (bought her something ~ to
ﬁ]‘:t on her back —Eudora Welty) 3 : foolishly or weakly

e a woman: & : feeling or showing too much concern

about elegance or propriety (~ embarrassment at not being
the wife of a real doctor —Lewis Vogler) b : lacking in
strength, force, or virility § WEAK, SOFT, YIELDING (the average
puncher was womanly though Heaven knows he was in no
wise ~ —P.A.Rollins) Syn see FEMALE .
la.dy-like-ness n -Es : the quality or state of being ladylike
{Spanish fans, the acme of ~ —New Yorker)

ladylove \'ss,=, ,s2's\ n ! SWEETHEART, MISTRESS

lady mass n, usu cap L & often cap M [qrigMME masse of our
Lady] : a mass saicfin honor of the Virgin Mary

lady mayoress n : a lord mayor’s wife

lady of loretto wsu cap both Ls : LORETTO NUN

lady of pleasure : PROSTITUTE . .
lady of the bedchamber : one of the ladies of noble famil
holding the official position of personal attendant on a Britis
queen Or princess

lady of the evening : PROSTITUTE

lady of the house : a mistress of a dwelling : HOUSEWIFE —
used with the (is the lady of the house at home)
lady-of-the-night \'s=<s's\ n : a West Indian shrub (Brun-
felsia americana) with fragrant showy yellowish white flowers

1ady palm n : an Asiatic fan palm of the genus Rhapis with
clustered slender reedy stems .

lady paramount n, p/ ladies paramount 1 : the official in
charge of the women’s division of an archery tournament
2 : the chief official of a women's archery tournament

lady pea n : COWPEA .

lady’s bedstraw n [fr. earlier our lady's bedstraw, after Our
Lady, the Virgin Mary] : YELLOW BEDSTRAW

lady’s bower n : a traveler’s-joy (Clematis vitalba)

lady’s chair n : LADY CHAIR 1 ) )

lady’s cloth or ladies’ cloth n : a closely woven lightweight
woolen cloth of fine quality for women's wear

lady’s-comb \i-=}s\ 7, pl lady’s-combs [intended as trans.

of L pecten Veneris, lit., Venus' comb] : a European herb

(Scandix pectenveneris) with slender pointed fruits

lady’s-delight or ladies’-deght \is=-i=\ n, pl 1ady’s-
delights or ladies’-delights : WiLD PANSY

lady’s-eardrop or ladies’-eardrop \i--is,s\ n, pl lady’s-
eardrops or ladies’=eardrops but sing or pl in constr 1 : any
of several plants of the genus Fuchsia (esp. F. coccinea)
2 : SPOTTED JEWELWEED 3 2 BLEEDING HEART i

lady’s=finger \}ssiss\ n, pl lady’s-fingers : any of various
plants with finger-shaped parts: as a : any of several legumes
(as kidney vetch or bird’s-foot trefoil) b dial Eng ¢ CUCKOO-

-kin] : a little lady — some-

not accompanied by

PINT C { OKRA

lady’s-glove \!==i=\ n, pl lady’s-gloves 1 : FOXGLOVE
2 dial Eng a $ FLEAWORT D ! BIRD'S-FOOT TREFOIL la

lady’s gown n, Scots law : a present made by a purchaser of
real estate to the wife of the grantor on her renouncing her
life interest in the property sold

lady’s-grass \:‘-:,Q n, pl lady’s-grasses Austral : a crab

ass (Digitaria_sanguinalis)

la.dy-s \'lade,ship, -di,-\ n [ME ladishippe, lafdischipe, fr.
ladi, lafdi lady + -shlt'pre. -schipe -ship] 1 2 the condition of
being a lady ¢ rank of lady 2 often cap $ the personality of a
woman having the rank or title of Lady — used in a mode of
reference (her Ladyship) or of address (your Ladyship)
lady’s hole n : a place in an old-time man-of-war for keeping
gunner’s smali stores

lady’s-laces \i-s}s=\ n, pl lady’s-laces 1 : REED CANARY
GRASS 2 : RIBBON GRASS K i

lady’s ladder or ladies’ ladder n : shrouds in which the rat-
lines are placed unusually close together

lady’s-lint \}=2}s\ n, pl lady’s=lints : GREATER STITCHWORT

lady’s maid » : a woman servant who cares for a lady's
clothes and assists her in making her toilet

1ady’s-maid \'s=,s\ vb [lady's maid] 2 to serve or attend as a
lady’s maid ¢ MAID



lady’s man

lady’s man var of LADIES’ MAN
lady’s-mantle \}-=,-=\ n, pl lady’s-mantles [after Our Lady,
the Virgin Mary] : any of several plants of the genus Al-
chemilla; esp ¢ a common European herb (4. xanthochlora)
having stems and petioles densely covered with spreading hairs
lady’s=nightcap Q:.,:,.,\ n, pllady’s=nightcaps 1 : wooD
ANEMONE b 2 : HEDGE BINDWEED 3 : a Canterbury bell
(Campanula medium{
lady’s-paintbrush \}-=i-,s\ n, p!/ lady’s-paintbrushes
: ORANGE HAWKWEED
lady’s-pocket \’:’-:u\ also 1adies’ pocket n, pl lady’s=pock-
ets also ladies’ pockets : SPOTTED JEWELWEED
lady’s=purse \!ssis\ n, pl lady’S=purses : SHEPHERD'S PURSE
lady’s slipper or lady=-slipper also ladies’ slipper \iladé(z)-
i#2\ n 1 ¢ any of several No. American
temperate-zone orchids esp. of the genus
Cypripedium having flowers whose shape
sugfem a slipper 2 ! GARDEN BALSAM
3 dial Eng : BIRD'S-FOOT TREFOIL la
4 usu pl : GARDEN COLUMBINE
lady’s=smock \lade(z);s\ also lady
smock n, pl lady’s-smocks also lady
smocks 1 : any of several plants of the
genus Cardamine; esp ¢ CUCKOOFLOWER
2 dial Eng ¢ HEDGE BINDWEED 3 : a
?a[lifomia toothwort (Dentaria integri-
olia)
1ady’s=-sorrel \!ssis=\ n, pl lady’s=sor-
Tels : YELLOW WOOD SORREL
lady’s~thimble \}-si==\ n, p! lady’s-
t bles 1 : HAREBELL 1 2 : FOX-
GLOVE 1
lady’s thumb » : a common widely dis-
tributed erect branched weedy annual
herb (Polygonum persicaria) with purplish stems, racemes of
small pink flowers, and large lanceolate leaves often with a
blackish blotch suggesting a thumbprint
lady’s=tobacco var of LADIES'-TOBACCO
lady’s tresses or lady’s traces var of LADIES’ TRESSES
lady’s woman n ; LADY’S MAID .
lady tulip » : a Eurasian tulip (Tulipa clusiana) with smooth
glabrous stems and small flowers that are blotched at the base
— called also candlestick tulip
lady washington geranium n, usu cap L&W [after Martha
Washington 11802, wife of George Washington 11799 and
first lady of the White House] ¢ MARTHA WASHINGTON GERA-
NIUM
lady wrack n : BLADDER WRACK B
lae.lap.ti.dae \Ie'lapto,d€\ n pl, cap [NL, irreg. fr. Laelap-,
Laelaps, type genus (fr. L, name of a dog, fr. Gk lailap-,
lailaps hurricane) + -idae] : a family of mites living as ecto-
parasites on animals X
lae.lia \'leleéa\ n [NL, perh. fr. Caius Laelius fl 2d cent. B.C.
Roman statesman + NL -ia] 1 cap : a genus of Central and
So. American orchids having solitary or racemose variously
colored flowers with a 3-lobed labellum and pseudobulbs
I;‘earli_ng one or two oblong leaves 2 -s : any plant of the genus
aelia
laelia pink n, often cap L : a dark purplish pink to light grayish
purplish red
laemmergeyer var of LAMMERGEIER
lae.mo.dip-o0.da \,lema‘'dipada\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. laemo- (fr.
k laimos throat, gullet) + -dipoda (fr. Gk dipod-, dipous
having two feet) — more at GYMNOLAEMATA, DIPODOMYS] in
some classifications ¢ a division of Amphipoda comprising
crustaceans (as the whale lice and members of the genus Ca-
frella) in which the abdomen is small and rudimentary and the
egs are often reduced to five pairs
laender pl of LAND
laen.nec’s cirrhosis \ (")1alinek(s)-, (")le|, |14,3|\ n, usu cap L
[after René T. H. Laénnec 11826 French physician] : he?atlc
cirrhosis in which increased connective tissue spreads out from
the portal spaces compressing and distorting the lobules,
causing impairment of liver function, and ultimately producing
the typical hobnail liver
lae.o.trop-ic \ilea.itripik\ or lae.ot-ro.pous \I&"-trapas\
or lei-o.tropsic \:lio.trupxk\ adj [laeotropic or laeotropous
fr. Gk laios left + E -tropic or -tropous; leiotropic irreg. fr. Gk
laios left + E -tropic — more at LEv-] : turning to the left
3 SINISTRAL — used esp. of various shells, of spiral cleavage
patterns, or of the movement of volvox colonies
1ae.sio enor.mis \'leshé,53'nérmas\ or laesio ultra di.mi-
di-um \-d3'midém) or 1aesio ultra du.plum \-'d(y)tiplam\n
[laesio enormis, LL, lit., enormous injury; laesio ultra dimi-
dium, L, injury over half; laesio ultra duplum, L, injury over
double] Roman & civil law : the injury that is suffered by a
vendor who has sold something for less than half its value or
in some civil-law systems by a purchaser who has bought
something at more than double its price and that in most cases
gives the right of rescinding the sale
laet \'lat\ n -s [OE IZ¢; perh. akin to OE IZtan to let] : one of a
class composed chiefly of freedmen with a status between
tribesmen and slaves in ancient Kent
lae.ta.re sunday \Ia'tire-, -(,)ra-\ n, usu cap L&S [L laetare
rejoice, 2d pers. sing. pres. imper. pass. of laetare to make
glad; fr. the fact that laetare is the opening word of the introit
for that day] : the fourth Sunday in Lent
laetation n -s [LL laetatus (past part. of laetare to fertilize,
manure, fr. L, to make glad, fr. laetus glad, fertile) + E -ion
— more at LARD] obs : MANURE
lae.tic \'led-ik\ adj [LL laeticus — more at LIEGE] : of or
relating to a class of non-Roman cultivators of the soil during
the later Roman empire who paid tribute for the lands which
they occupied
laev- or laevo- — see LEV-
lae.vi.gra.da \,léva'grads\ [NL, neut. pl, fr. laevi- (prob.
irreg. fr. L levis light) + -grada (fr. L gradi to walk, step)]
syn of PYCNOGONIDA
laevo var of LEVO
la.farge cement \lo'firzh-, -rj-\ n [fr. Lafarge, a trademark]
: a nonstaining cement composed of plaster of paris, lime,
and marble dust and used in mortar for setting marble and
limestone
la-taay-etle \.life'et, (laf-\ n -s [after Marquis de Lafayette
11834 French statesman] 1 : a butterfish (Poronotus tri-
acanthus) 2 3 a spot (Leiostomus xanthurus)
1a fléche \la'flesh\ n, usu cap L&F [fr. La Fléche, commune,
Sarthe dept., France] : a domestic fowl of a French breed
that is greenish black with a large V-shaped comb
1a france pink n, often cap L&F [so called fr. La France, a
variety of rose] : a moderate pink that is yellower and darker
than arbutus pink and bluer and deeper than hydrangea pink
— called also debutante pink
laft \'laft\ Scor var of 'LOFT
N1ag \'lag, -aa(a)g, -aig\ vb lagged; lagged; lagging; lags
[prob of Scand origin; akin to Norw lagga to go slowly] vi
1: to stay or fall behind 2 fail to keep up: a (1) ¢ to move slowly
¢ hang back ; LINGER, LOITER {as he neared the old home, his
steps lagged —L,C.D(_)ugl_as) (lagged behind intent on my
collecting —David Fairchild) (Iaigging a step or two behind
in embarrassment —Harold Sinclair) éat no time in my life
have seconds lagged so much —T.B.Bruff) (business continued
to ~ —Wall Street Jour.) (2) : DELAY, PROCRASTINATE (will
let applicants ~ a bit in providing this information —Wall
Street Jour.) b 3 to move, function, or develop with com-
parative slowness: (1) : to be slow or become retarded esp. by
comparison with something closely associated or related —
usu. used with behind (accomplishment lagging behind pur-
pose) (rents lagged far behind prices —W.P.Webb) (new hos-
El.tal construction continues to ~ behind the need —D.D.
isenhower) (through inattention, she lagged behind at school
—Elizabeth Taylor) (2? : to become retarded in. attaining
maximum value or development (the current ~s behind the
voltage) (insulin of the modified protamine type has relatively
quick action, for it ~s two hours only —lg' Bk. of Endo-
crinology) G : to slacken or weaken little by little : FLAG
(interest in the fascinating drama of French politics never
lagged —C.G.Bowers) (that concern with books and reading
has never lagged —Ruth Gagliardo) 2 a : to shoot a taw
or toss a jack toward a line marked on the ground to determine
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the order of play in ringer or jacks b : to cause a cue ball to
rebound from the foot cushion of a billiard table so as to stop
as near as possible to the head cushion or sometimes the head
string (as for determining order of play) 2 STRING ¢ : to throw
coins or counters to decide possession by relative closeness to
a fixed mark (gambling with Bryan and McKinley buttons,
lagging at a line —C.L.Baldridge) ~ v¢ 1 o0bs 2 to cause to lag
: RETARD 2 : to lag behind (a circuit in which the current ~s
the voltage —A E.Fitzgerald) (the one that reaches a articu-
lar point in a cycle last is said to ~ the other —N .M.Cooke &
John Markus) 3 : to pitch or shoot (as a coin, counter,
marble) at a mark ¢beer corks lagged, in lieu of pennies, along
the sidewalk cracks —Nelson Algren) {(~ aggies —P.D.
Boles) Syn see DELAY i

21ag \“\ n -s 1 : one that lags ¢ one that is last {the ~ of all
the flock —Alexander Pope) 2 lags pl, obs : DREGS, LEES
3 obs : the lowest class (the common ~ of people —Shak.)
4 a : the action or the condition of lagging : a falling or stay-
ing behind <a region marked in the recent past by relative
conservatism, inertia, and ~ —Hylan Lewis) (a series of
spurts and ~s —Times Lit. Supp.) (this work must go forward
without ~ —D.D.Eisenhower) (a definite ~ had come in
business and industry —W.A .White) {(a considerable ~ of the
blood pressure curve behind the G curve —H.G.Armstrong)
b : comparative slowness or retardation (as in movement, op-
eration, development) (the social and political ~ that makes
the world go on operating in terms of old antagonisms
—Saturday Rev.) (adjustments for price ~ —Collier's Yr. Bk.)
(this apparent ~ behind American practice —0.S.Nock)
(their intellectual ~ in comparison with the rest of Europe
—S.H.Cross) ¢ : a falling behind or retardation of one
phenomenon with respect to another phenomenon to which it
is closely related; esp : delay of a physical effect behind its
cause or of the response of an indicating instrument behind
the changed condition it registers {the ~ of sound in some
opera houses —Warwick Braithwaite) (the~ of an alternating
current in an inductive circuit behind the impressed voltage)
{~ of strain behind stress in an imperfectly elastic material
under varying stress) {because they have no ~ and indicate an
error as it occurs, the horizon and gyro are a tremendous aid
in flying the airplane more easily and precisely —H.L.Red-
field) d (1) ¢ an amount of lag or the time during which
lagging continues : degree or length of retardation or delay
(the ~ between the present and the latest reasonably accurate
figures may be four or five years —E.W.Miller) (during this
~ the government should provide help —H.S.Truman) {in
Scotland the ~ was a longer one —Ian Finlay) (made up
more than two thirds of the ~ behind whites with which they
came North —A.L.Kroeber) (2) : a space or period of time
esp. between related events or phenomena : INTERVAL (the
~ between composition and publication is not a uniform one
—Nation) (in the ~ between basketball season and baseball
—Norman Mailer) (in the ~s of silence which fell over the
shouts —Lawrence Durrell) 5 : the action of lagging for
opening shot (as in ringer or billiards)

3lag \“\ adj 1 : LAST, HINDMOST — used chiefly in the phrase
lag end (the lag end of my life —Shak.) 2 chiefly dial 2 com-
ing tardily after or behind ¢ BELATED, LATE

4lag \“\ vt lagged; lagged; lagging; lags [origin unknown]
1 obs : sTEAL 2 slang @ : to transport for crime or send to
Bgna_l servitude; broadly : to send to jail : IMPRISON (the first

ig-timers to be lagged for using the mails —D,W.Maurer)

b slang chiefly Brit ¢ ARREST, APPREHEND {don’t kindle a fire,
unless you want to get lagged —Joseph Furphy)

slag \'lag\ n -s [4lag] a slang chiefly Brit : a person
transported for crime or sent to penal servitude : one who is
serving or has served a term in prison : CONVICT, JAILBIRD
(the typical young ~ —Times Lit. Supp.) b Austral : EXs
CONVICT; esp : a convict immigrant to Australia {(impossible
for him not to know that his father was a ~ —Rex Ingamells)
2 slang chiefly Brit : a term of transportation or penal servi-
tude : jail sentence : STRETCH

élag \'lag, -aa(a)g, -aig\ n -s [prob. of Scand origin; akin to
ON I5gg rim of a barrel, Sw lagg'stave] 1 t a barrel stave
2 a : a wooden stave or slat forming part of a covering for a
cylindrical object (as a boiler or a carding-machine cylinder)
b : a strip of any of various materials (as felt or asbestos)
used in making a covering or casing esp. for a cylindrical
structure 3 : a bearing strip in an arch or vault centering
4 textile manuf @ : a wooden link in a pattern chain b :a
large pin in the revolving cylinder of a picker

7lag \*\ vt lagged; lagged; lagging; lags 1 : to cover or
provide with lags or laggln? (as for protection against wear or
thermal insulation) 2 :to fasten with lag screws {(~ a machine
to a bench)

lag- or 1ago- comb form [NL, fr. L, fr. Gk lagd-, fr. lagdos]
: hare {lagophthalmos) {lagopous

lag-an \'lagan\ aiso lag-end R-nd\ or lag-on \-n\ or li-gan
or li.gen \'ligan\ or lo-gan \'log-\ n -s [MF lagan, lagand,
or ML laganum debris washed up from the sea, the right to
possess such debris, prob. of Gme origin; akin to ON [ég law
— more at LAW] : goods thrown into the sea with a %uoy
attached in order that they may be found again — distinguished
esp. in law from flotsam and jetsam

1ag bolt ~ [¢lag] : LAG SCREW

lag-bolt \'=,=\ vt [lag bolt] : LAG-SCREW
lag b’omer or lag b or lag ba-— \'l4g'boma(r),
-gba'6-\ n, usu cap L&O [Heb, 33d in omer] ¢ a Jewish
holiday falling on the 33d day of the omer and commemorat-
ing the heroism of Bar Cocheba and Akiba — see OMER 2b

la.gen \'lagan\ n -s [L lagena large flask] ¢ an obsolete unit
of capacity for liquids

la.ge.-na \ls'jena\ n [L, large flask, fr. Gk lagynos] 1 pl
lagenas \-naz\ or lage-nae \-€(,)n€\ : FLASK, BOTTLE
2 pllagenae [NL, fr. L, large flask] : the terminal part of the
cochlea; esp @ a knob-shaped appendage of the sacculus of a
bird or reptile corresponding to the cochlea of a fish or
amphibian 3 cap [NL, fr. L, large flask] : a genus of
Foraminifera having a single-chambered often flask-shaped
test

lag-e.na.ri-a \,lajs'na(a)rés\ », cap [NL, fr. L lagena large
flask + NL -aria] : a genus of herbaceous vines (family
Cucurbitaceae) characterized by more or less bottle-shaped
fruit and having as its only species the bottle gourd

lag-e.nid-i.a.ce.ae \lajs,nide'as€e\ n pl, cap [NL, fr.
Lagenidium, type genus (fr. L lagena large flask + NL
-idium) + -aceae] 3 a family of freshwater aquatic fungi (order
Lagenidiales) having zoospores that are formed in a vesicle
or that complete their development in a vesicle

lag.e-nid-i-a-les \-'a(,)I€z\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lagenidium +
-ales] : an order of chiefly aquatic fungi (subclass Oomycetes)
that are mostly parasitic in algae and water molds and that
have a simple or somewhat branched holocarpic thallus

la.ge-ni-form \ls'jens,form\ adj [L lagena large flask + E
-iform] : shaped like a flask : dilated below and tapering to a
slender neck above

lag.e.-noph.o.ra \,la{a'nﬁf%a)ra\ n, cap [NL, fr. lageno- (fr.
Gk lageénos, lagynos large flask) + -phora] ¢ a small genus of
composite herbs of New Zealand and Australia that have
small solitary flower heads with white or light blue ray flowers
and yellow disk flowers and that differ from members of the
genus Bellis by possession of terminally beaked achenes

lag.esnos.to.ma \-istomoa\ n, cap [NL, fr. lageno- (fr. Gk
lagénos flask) + -stoma] : a form genus of Carboniferous
seed ferns based on fossil seeds

la.ger \'ldga(r), 'lag-\ or lager beer n -s [lager, short for
lager beer, part trans. of G lagerbier beer made for storage,
fr. lager camp, couch, lair (fr. OHG legar couch, bed) + bier
beer (fr. OH G bior) — more at LAIR, BEER] : a beer brewed by
bottom fermentation and stored in refrigerated cellars for
clarification and maturing and usu. dry, light in color, and
well carbonated

2]ager \“\ v -ED/-ING/-s } to store (beer) during a period of
aging often accompanied by a secondary fermentation

3lager var of LAAGER

la.ger.stroe.mia \ lags(r)'stremes, ,l4g-, ,lag-\ n, cap [NL,
fr. Magnus Lagerstroern 11759 Swedish naturalist and mer-
chant + NL -ia] : a genus of shrubs (family Lythraceae) of
troc{m:al Asia and Africa with usu. showy paniculate flowers
and capsular fruits with winged seeds — see CRAPE MYRTLE

lagorchestes

la.get.ta \la'jed-a\ n, cap [NL, fr. AmerSp lageto lagetto]
: a genus of West Indian shrubs or small trees (family Thy-
melaeaceae) with large alternate leaves and spicate or racemose
white flowers

la.get-to \la'ged-(,)0\ n -s [AmerSp lageto] Jamaica ¢ LACE-

BARK
lag fault n ['/ag] ¢ a minor low-angle thrust fault resulting
within an overthrust mass from one part of the mass being
thrust farther than an adjacent higher or lower part
lag.gar \'loga(r)\ n -s [Hindi] : LUGGAR; esp : a female
ga

uggar
ag.gard \'laga(r)d, 'laag-,'laig-\ adj ['lag + -ard (n. suffix)]
¢ lagging or tending to ?ag : slow or relatively slow to act,
move, follow, or respond : BACKWARD, BEHINDHAND, DILA-
TORY, SLUGGISH (has been very ~ about erecting the sound
substance of a continental defense —R.E.Lapp) {(~ pay-
ments . . . will always be with us —T.A.Sumberg) {the ~ speed
of sound —C.G.Burke) (entering,” with ~ foot —Hugh
Walpole) syn see sLow

2]aggard \“\ » -s : one that lags : LOITERER, LINGERER {~s
who detain us on our course. —Times Lit. Supp.) (swift to
perceive an opportunity and no ~ in profiting by it —S.H.
Adams) {(when a herd does stampede, it is usually the leaders
and the ~s that are caught —James Stevenson-l{amiltong
{of all sciences, aesthetic has been the greatest ~ —Roger Fry
11ag.gard.ly \-Ig,-li\ adv : in a laggard manner (Mercury,
setting ~ in the west —William Beebe)

2]aggardly \“\ adj : being laggard or a laggard {choked on
a ~ crumb —Monica Stirling) (the ~ employer . . . should
learn to take advantage of government assistance —Manchester
Guardian Weekly) o d .

lag-gard.ness n -Es : the quality or state of being laggard (the
long ~ of social legislation —R.E.Montgomery) R

lagged adj [fr. past part. of 'lag] : affected by lagging : showing
or reflecting a lag (as in time) : DELAYED, RETARDED, TARDY
{the influence otg disposable income is partially ~ —E.C.

ratt

11ag.ger \'laga(r), -aag-,-aig-\ »n -s [1lag + -er] : one that lags
or falls behind { LAGGARD, LOITERER

2]agger vi -ED/-ING/-S obs § LAG, LOITER

3lag-.ger \'laga(r\ n -s [*lag + -er] slang chiefly Brit : CONVICT,
EX-CONVICT

a1ag.ger \'laga(r), -aag-,-aig-\ n -s [7lag + -er] : one that cov-
ers or provides with lags or lagging . .

lag.gin or lag.gen \'lagsn\ n -s [prob. of Scand origin; akin
to ON lsgg rim of a barrel] chiefly Scot : the staves of a hooped
vessel (as a barrel or cask) esp. at their bottom — usu. used in

pl.

Vlag-ging \'lagin\ » -s [fr. lagging, gerund of *lag] slang chiefly
Brit 3 a term or of imprisc transportation, or
enal servitude

21ag.ging \“, -aag-,-aig-\ n -s [slag + -ing] ¢ a lag or material
used for making lags: as a : material applied for thermal
insulation esp. around a cylindrical object {(during cold
weather, the oil tank and the oil lines may be covered with
asbestos padding, called ~, to keep the oil warm during
flight —B.A Shields) b : poles or planking erected to pre-
vent cave-ins in earthwork (as in a mine or tunnel) ¢ :wooden

strigs for (ransferring to the centering form the weight of an

arch under construction d : a detachable protective surface
(as on a pulley or a drum) )

lag.ging-.ly adv [fr. lagging, pres. part. of 'lag + -ly] 2 in a lag-
ging manner $ LOITERINGLY, TARDILY

la§ gravel n [2lag] 1 : residual gravel remaining on a surface
after finer materials have been removed by winds 2 : gravel
rolled or dragged along a stream bed at a slower rate than the
finer particles of sediment

l1a.gid.i-um \lo*jidésm\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk lagidion, dim. of
lagos hare] : a genus of histricomorph rodents (family
Chinchillidae) comprising the mountain vizcachas

laflas>l \'s,2\ n ¢ one that lags or lingers to the last {~ strag-
glers

lag line n ['lag] : a line toward which players lag (as in
marbles)

-la%-nia \'lagnes, 'laig-\ n comb form -s [NL, fr. Gk lagneia]
¢ lust {(coprolagnia)

la.gniappe \'lan,yap, ='s\ n -s [AmerF (Louisiana), fr.
AmerSp la fiapa the lagniappe, fr. S? la the (fem. of el, def.
art., the) + AmerSp fapa, yapa lagniappe, fr. Quechua
ydpa addition — more at LARIAT] 1 & chiefly Louisiana ¢ a
small gift given a customer by a merchant at the time of a
purchase (a sack of lemon drops for ~ with the groceries)
{giving her half a yard extra for ~ —Lyle Saxon) ¢ some-
thing given or obtained gratuitously or by way of bonus or
good measure (the . .. beautiful widow from whom he first
accepts a reward of five thousand dollars, and later her love
as a sort of ~ —Neal Cross) 2 : a gratuity of any kind ¢ TIp

-lag-ny \ilagng, -ni\ n comb form -gs [ISV, fr. NL -lagnia]
$ -LAGNIA

1ago- — see LAG-

la-goa san-ta man \lo'gGo'sante-\ n, wsu cap L&S [fr.
Lagoa_Santa, city in Brazil, near where the remains were
found] : an extinct So. American man with a markedly long,
narrow, and high-vaulted cranium known from skeletal re-
mains found in Brazilian caves and orig. regarded as an ex-
tremely primitive human type but now usu. held to be a prod-
uct of inbreeding of the original Mongoloid American stock

lag.o.chi.las.ca.ris \,lagoki'laskerss\ n, cap [NL, fr. lag-
+ chil- + Ascaris] : a genus of nematode worms believed to
be normally parasitic in the intestine of the clouded leopard
but in a few instances encountered as a subcutaneous parasite
of man in Trinidad and Dutch Guiana . .

l1ag of the tide ; the interval by which the time of high or low
water falls behind the mean time in the 2d and 4th quarters
of the moon — opposed to priming of the tide X
lag.o-morxph \'laga,morf\ n -s [NL Lagomorpha] : an animal
of the order Lagomorpha : HARE, RABBIT, PIKA
lag.o.mor.pha \,=='morfo\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. lag- + -morphal
: an order of Eutheria comprising gnawing mammals (as the
rabbits, hares, and pikas) that resemble the rodents but have
two pairs of upper incisors one behind the other, being
formerly regarded as rodents, and then constituting a suborder
(Duplicidentata) of Rodentia — lag.0-mor.phic \;==morfik\
adj — lag.o-mor-phous \-fas\ al‘zi,

lag.o-my-i-dae \,laga'mis,dé\ [NL, fr. Lagomys (syn. of
Ochotona) (fr. lag- + -mys) + -idae] syn of OCHOTONIDAE
lagon var of LAGAN

la.goon also la.gune \lo'glin\ n_-s often attrib [F & It; F
lagune, fr. It laguna, fr. L lacuna pit, pool, pond, fr. lacus lake
— more at LAKE] 1 @& : a shallow sound, channel, pond, or
lake near or communicating with the sea {(~s of Venice) (the
~ of a coral island) — see ATOLL b : a shallow freshwater
pond or lake usu. near or communicating with a larger lake
or a river (long freshwater ~s yellow with lagoon flowers
—Willa Cather) (riverbed ~s —Amer. Guide Series: Ark.)
2 [It lagone, aug. of lago, fr. L lacus] : a pool esp. in a basin
formed by a hot spring 3 1 a shallow artificial pond for the
natural oxidation of sewage and ultimate drying of the sludge

2]agoon \“\ vt -ED/-ING/-S : to subject (sewage) to natural
oxidation and dryix}g in a lagoon

la.goomn-al \-n°l\ adj : of or relating to a lagoon (~ and
basinal areas —Jour. of Geol.) (a ~ sedimentary origin is
indicated —A M.Bateman)

1a.goon.side \-n,sid\ 7 : the land bordering on a lagoon

lag.oph.thal-mos or lag.oph.thal.mus \,la,gif'thalmas\ »
-es [NL, fr. L & Gk; L lagophthalmos person afflicted with
lagophthalmos, fr. Gk lagophthalmos, adj., hare-eyed, unable
to close the elye, fr. laigﬁs hare + ophthalmos eye] : pathological
incomplete closure of the eyelids : inability to close the eyelids

fully

la.go.pous \lo'gopas\ adj [Gk lagpous ptarmigan, a plant
(lit., rough-footed like a hare)] : having hairy rhizomes
suggestive of the foot of a hare .

la.go-pus \“\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, ptarmigan, a plant, fr, Gk
lagopous, fr. lagos hare + pous footf: a genus of northern game
birds (family Tetraonidae) comprising the ptarmigans and
the red grouse

lag.or.ches.tes \,la,go(r)'ke,stéz\ 'n, cap [NL, fr. lag- + Gk
orchéstes dancer, fr. orcheisthai to dance — more at ORCHES-
TRA] ! a genus consisting of the hare wallabies



ll-gos \'13,gis\ adj, usu cg
from Lagos, the capital of
lent in Lagos
lagos ebony usu cap L [fr. Lagos, former province of
igerial : a West African timber tree (Diospyros dendo) with
hard black heartwood
lagos rubber n, usu cap L [fr. Lagos, former province of
igerial ¢ hlgh-grade rubber yielded in moderate quantity by a
tropical African tree (Funtumia elastica) sometimes cultivated
prior to the general cultivation of Brazilian rubber trees
ln-zos-to-mus \la'glistamas\ n, cap [NL, fr. lag- + -stomus]
: a genus of hystricomorph rodents (family Chinchillidae)
comprising the plains vizcacha
lag.o.thrix \'lagas,thriks\ n, cap [NL, fr. lag- + -thrix] : a
genus consisting of the woolly monkeys
la-gran- .an function \lo'granjéan-\ n, usu cap L [Joseph
L. Lagrange TlSlS Italian-born geometer and astronomer in
France + i‘ ¢ KINETIC POTENT!
lag.ri.-man.do \,lugra min(,)do, ,lag-\ adj (or adv) [It, lit.,
weeping, lamenting, fr. L acrimandus, gerundive of lacrimare
to weep, shed tears — more at LACRIMATORY] ¢ LACRIMANDO
1ag.rismo+80 \-mo(-\ adj (or adv) [1t, lit., tearful, lachrymose,
fr. L lacrimosus — more at LACHRYMOSE] ¢ LACRIMOSO
1a grippe \lo'grip, 14'-\ n [F, the grippe] : GRIPPE
pl of LAG, pre.r 3d sing oj LAG
lag screw n [Slag; fr. its original use in securin,
or cylinders] ¢ a screw having a wrench hea
woodscrew !hre.lds terminating in a point — called
also lag bo
lag-screw \'-,-\ vt [lag screw] : to fasten or join
w“’l]h:gl“ sclr:w thing \'lx \ f
or lag. g g,tin\ 7 -s often ca
ilorw lagting, fr. lag company, society (fr. Obf:
lace, 16g, pl., law) + ting parhament,
thing (fr. ON_thing) — more at LAW, THING] $
Scandinavian legislative body: a : the upper sec-
tion of the Norwegian parliament b ¢ the legisla-
ture of the Faeroe islands
1la.gu.-na \lo'glino\ n -s [Sp, fr. L lacuna — more
at LAGOON] ¢ LAGOON, LAKE, POND (salt lakes and
~s within the (r%ncs almost always have foul
bottom waters —W.C.Krumbein & R.M.Garrels)
! laguna or lagunas usu cap [Sp,
pond, lagoon r. the lagoon near the site of the

[fr. Lago.r, city in Nigeria] : of or
1geria 3 of the kind or style preva-

lags to drums

layer, due

lag screw

1265

mire (watery flows in which sheep and cattle sometimes ~
themselves —William McIlwraith) ~ vi, chlejly Scor : WALLOW

laird \'la éa)l(a)rd 'le|, |ad, Scot ard\ n -s [M (northem
dial.) lard, laverd lord — more at LORD] Scot : a landed pro-
prietor; esp : the owner of a small estate

lalrl thj-slllp .shlp\ n [laird + -ship] : the estate belonging to a
air:

lairstone \'s,»\ n ['lair 4+ stone] Scot ¢ GRAVESTONE

lais pl of LAY

laisse \'les, 'las\ n -s [F, fr. OF, lit., string, leash — more at
LEASH] ¢ the irregular strophe of Old French poetry; esp ¢ a
strophe of the chansons de geste

1 Iso laisser-faire \'leI( )sa.la(a) @)r, lak
-fe|, |a also I(,)za f- sometlmes |s€;f- or |siyi- or |z€f- or |zi,f-
adj [laissez-faire fr. F laissez {:"e let (people) do (as (lrey
choose) (motto of 18th cent. Fr. economists who protested
excessive government regulation of industry); laisser-faire fr.
F laisser faire to let (people) do (as they choose! ]2 of, adhering
to, or favoring the doctrine or_practice of aissez-faire (in
economic philosophy the High Victorians were mainly laissezs
Jfaire —Saturday Rev.) ieconomlc liberalism of the laissezs
Jaire type —Frank Thilly) (the social disorganization and
laisser-faire purposelessnus ._present in the cultural life of
these vottl‘flpeo le —Ernest & Pearl Beaglehole)

2]a. e also laisser-faire \“\ n -s 1 : a doctrine
opposing governmental interference (as by regulation or
subsidy) in economic affairs beyond the minimum necessary
for the maintenance of peace and property n%hts (the reaction
against free trade and laissez-faire —Atlantic) ({few people .
hold that laisser-faire could solve the economic problems of
the British community —Econami:t) {a cemral ‘posmon be-
tween laissez-faire and a p 0) —
compare FREE ENTERPRI.SE, MERCANTILISM, PI.ANNED ECONOMY
2 : a philosophy or practice characlenzetl by a usu. deliberate
abstentxon from direction or planning $ a policy of noninter-
ference esp. with individual freedom of choice and action (a

verty at proclaimed laissez-faire in ethics —Francis
cken) (the unhampered elective system which is merely the
E’e agogical form of . . . laisser-faire —P.E.More) (a policy of
l.vxer-jgl ire towards the artists —Times Lif Supp.) — compare
MANAGERIALISM

laissez-faire.ism \|(s),rizoam\ n -s : the doctrine of laissezs

faire (the classic statement of the 1ud1cral version of laissezs

Jaireism —E.S. Corwm)
laissez -p4;-\ n -s [F, fr.

lmbe's pueblo] 1la:a Keres pueblo people of New M
b:a member of such people 2 : the language of the Laguna

peop e
lagune var ( GOON

la-gu-ne.ro llgu nﬁsa 1o\ n, pl 1agunero or 1aguneros usu

cap [MexSp, f gunero, adj., of a lagoon, fr. laguna

an exunct Uto-Aztecan people or

lagoon] 1 @
2 : a member of a

goup of

peoplu of northern Mexico gunero
peopl

ll-zn-ms \la'gyuras\ n, cap [NL, fr. lag- + -urus] : a genus
of European grasses with the spxkeleu in woolly heads — see
HARE'S-TAIL GRASS

1a-hai.na disease \lo'hina-\ n, usu cap L [fr. Lahaina, district
and city in Maui, Hawaii] : a fungal root disease of sugar

cane
la.har \'l4,hir\ n -s [Jav]
volcanic debris
1ah=di=-dah var of LA-DI-DA
1ahn.da \'linds\ 7 -s cap : an Indic language of West Punjab
1a.hore \l: hG(a)r, -ho(a)r\ adj, usu cap [fr. Lahare, city in
Pakistan] : of or from the city of Lahore, Pakistan : of the
kind or style prevalent in Lahore
1a.hu \'14,hil\ n, pl/ lahu or 1ahus usu cap 1 & : a widespread
group of peop! inhabiting the hilly region between the
alween and Mekong rivers in northern Thailand, Laos,
southern Yunnan, and the Shan States of Burma b : a mem-
ber of any of such peoples 2 : the Tibeto-Burman language of
the Lahu 're
1a.-hu.li \ ha.]e\ n, pl lahuli or lahulis cap 1 : a native or
mhahltam of Lahul, northern Kashmir £ : the Tibetan dia-
lect of the Lahuli
Mai \'la\ n -s [F, fr. OF — more at LAY] 1 : a medieval type
of short tale in l’rench literature that is usu. in octosyllabic
verse and deals with subjects of Celtic origin often connected
with Arthur or the Round Table 2 : a medieval type of lyric
poem revived in the 17th century and composed In unsym-
metrical couplets each sung to its own melody
2]1ai \'li\ n, { usucap la:a Mongolmd people of
the Chin Hllsmnurma b:a memberol‘such people 2: the
Tibeto-Burman language of the Lai peo E
1a.ic \'laik\ # -s [LL laicus, adj. & n., fr. LGk laikos, fr. Gk, of
lhe people, fr. laos people + -ikos -IC] a member of the lany
¢ LAYMAN (the has a place ... not in the cloisters but
among the ~s —G.W.Johnso! z
1a-i-cal \-adkal\ also ll‘lc \-ail \ adj [laical fr. LL laicalis, fr.
laicus + L -alis -al; laic fr. LL laicus] : of or relating to a lay-
man or the lait (takmg off his collar which till now he has
worn in clerical fashion . . . and setting it in laical position —
Rebeccn West) — la-i.cal.ly \-ék(a)lg\ adv
ch \'l \ Scot var of Low
-i- 'Ias,sizom\ n -s [laic + -ism] : the nonclerical con-
trol or administration of a political system or a social function
1a-ic-1.ty \Ia'isad-€\ n -Es [F laicité, fr. LL laicus + F -ité
-ity] ¢ control or influence by the lany
11- el-ll-tion \.l32s3'zashan, -,s1*-\ n -s ¢ the process or act of
aicizing
1a. i-cue \'laa,siz\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [laic + -ize] : to make lay
Put under the direction of or throw open to laymen (resisting
forts of the state to ~ —New R, ic)
1aid \'lad\ Scot var of LOAl
2laid \“) adj [fr. past part. ol Vlay] 1 of paper ; watermarked
wn.h;a lines — compare WOve 2 of embroidery : made by
couc|
laid mmfcn < a fabric lacking weft threads and having the warp
lhreudsl bonded together by rubber latex or other binding
material
llld une ns: nn( of the closely spaced parallel lines in laid
r made aid wires
uu -ly \'ladh\ chiefly Scot var of LOATHLY
laid wire n : any of the wires on the surface of a dandy roll
running parallel with its axis
lll *lak\ Scot var of Low
\" _k Scol var of LACK
h!n fa < LIE
lllnch \'lanch\ chiefly Scot var of LAUNCH
1aine \'lan\ n -s [F, Ir. L lana wool — more at wooL] : woolen
cloth : wooL
air \'ln(a)l(a)r ‘le|, |s, Scot "1ar\ n -s [ME lair, leir, fr. OE
leger; akin to OHG legar bed, act of lying, cohabitation, ON
legr grave, cohabltanon. Goth 1 igrs. ; derivative fr, the
root of E 1lie] 1 Scot : a burial lot in a graveyard 2 a dial
Brit : a resting or sleepmg place ¢ BED (upon a ~ composed of
straw with a blanket stretched over it —Sir Walter Scott)
b dial Brit : a place where pastured livestock lie or rest
G Brit:a pen or shed lor cattle on the way to market or kept
for slau termg 3 4 : the bed or living place of a wild animal
‘that bles the den of an animal: as
(l) a hidden base of operations {the sinking of a boat by the
.. pirates to cut off approach to their ~ —Amer. Guide
Series: La.y (believed to be at least one of the chief ~s from
which the ze{pelms sallxed forth to the attack —Times Hist. of

a mudflow containing much

the War) ( a secret place : HIDEAWAY {got up from her ~
among the strawberries and wandered across the meadow. —
John Buchan) (the children followed the grown-ups into the

house and retiring to their ~ under the sewing machine
d the new per ge from safety —Oliver La Farge)
2lair \“\ vi -ED/-ING/-s & to make or fo to a lair ¢ REST (where
shall we ~ today for from now we follow new tmls —Rudyard
Kipling) {carnivores of the late W
~ed . mtermmemly with human occu auon —F.C.Hibben
3Illr \“\ ME (northern dlalp) lar learmng‘ fr. O
lar lore — more al LORE] chiefly Scot : LORE; esp ¢ knowledge
acqulred through instruction
4lair \“\ n -s [ME, fr. ON leir lonm, clay, akin to ON Iim lime
— more at LIME] chie, ly Scot : MIRE, M
Slair \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vt, chiefly Scot : xo cause to sink in the

\-,pa;sa, -,pa;-, laissez
passer let (someone) pass]’s PERMIT, PAsS (thought a laissezs
passer rendered him immune to search —John Gunther) (a
new laissez-passer to the frontiers of the universe —Ritchie
Calder) (agreements to enable officials . . . to use the United
Nations laissez-passer for official travel —New Internat'l Yr.

Bk.)

lait \'lat\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [ME laiten, fr. ON leita, causative fr,
the root of ON lita to look — more at Litmus] vt, dial Eng : to
search for ~ vi, dial Eng 3 SEARCH

laj.tance \' lat‘n(l)s\ n-s [F fr. lait milk (fr. L lact-, lac) +
-ance — more at GALAXY ] : an accumulation of fine particles on
the surface of freshly placed concrete occurring when there is
an upward movement of water through the concrete due to the
presence of too much water, to or to
vibration of the concrete

llaith \'li \ Brit var of LATHE

2]ai th\ Scot var of LOATH

3laith \'lath\ Scot var of LOATHE

l1a-i.ty \'laad-E, -otE, -i\ n -Es [Slay + -ty] 1 : the great body
of the people of a rehgmus faith as dutlngulshed from its
clergy 2 : the great bo { of the people as distinguished from
those of a Eartlcular profession (as medicine or law) or those
specially skilled (writers who can mterprel this wholeness,
both to their colleaguu and the ~ —P.B. rs)

lak-a-tol \ilako;toi\ n -s [Papuan] : a dugout double canoe

by natives of Australasia

'llake \'lak\ n -s often attrib [in sense 1, fr. ME lak, fr. OE
lacu stream, pool; akin to OHG lahha puddle, MLG & MD
lake puddle, stagnant pool, ON /@kr brook, OE leccan to
moisten; in sense 2, fr. ME lac, lak lake. rtly fr. OE lacu:
partly fr. OF lac lake pond, fr. asin, pond, lake;
akin to OE & OS Iagu sea, water, ON 15gr sea, water, OIr
loch lake, pond, Gk lakkos pond, cistern, reﬁervmr, OSlay
loky pool, cistern — more at LEAK] 1 dial Eng : a small
stream or channel : BROOK, RIVULET 2 a : a consnderable
inland body of standing water, an expanded part of a river,
a reservoir formed by a dam, or a lake basin lmerrmttently
or formerly covered by water — see LAGOON 1, POND b : a
pool of other liquid (as lava, oil, or pitch) ¢: something
resembling a lake (surrounded by a rosy ~ of azaleas —Chris-
tian Science Monitor)

2lake \“\ n -s [ME leyk, laik, fr. ON leikr play; akin to OE
lac warlike activity, play, booty, OHG leih play, melody,
song, Goth laiks dance, ON leika to play — more at 3LAKE]

dial Eng AMUSEMENT

lllre \*\ vi -ED/-ING/-S [ME leyken, laiken, fr. ON leika
play, deceive, dance akin to OE ldcan to leap, spring,

hghl HG leichen to h make a fool of, Goth laikan to

hop, jump, OIr loig calf, ak elelizein to cause to vibrate, to
qulver, skt rejate he trembla] dial Eng : to amuse oneself
3 PLAY, FROLIC {a toy for the baby to ~ with)

4lake \*“\ n -s [F lague lac, lake, fr. MF, fr. OProv laca, fr.
Ar lakk, fr. Per lak — more at LAC] 1 a (l} : a purplish
red prfment repared from lac dye or cochineal by precipita-
tion of the col onn%mxmer with a metallic compound (2) : the
color of this lake any of a large group of organic pigments
that are usu. bright in color and more or less translucent
when in the form of an oil paint, that are com sed essentially
of a soluble dye rendered insoluble by adsorption on or
chemical combination with an morgamc carrier, and that
were first prepared from natural dyes (as madder) and later
from alizarin but are now usu. prepared from many tyﬁm
synthetic dyes by p (as with a soluble alkaline
earth metal sal! ora phosphotungstale or a molybdotungstate
or tannin) on a carrier (as hydrated alumina) — called also
color lake; see DYE table I (under Organic pigments); compare
MORDANT 1, TONER 2 : a transparent or semitransparent
appearance produced by the use of lakes or resembling that

oduced by lakes 3 : CARMINE 2
\ \ vb -ED/-mo/s vi, of blood 2 to alter so that the

her}lc;‘g obin is dissolved in the plasma ~ vt : to cause (blood)
to lake

lake ball n ¢ a compact rounded mass of organic material
sometimes formed in sediment on a lake bottom

lake basin n 1 : the depression occupied by a lake 2 : the
area from whlch drainage reaches a lake

lak n : LARGEMOUTH BLACK BASS

1ake bed n ¢ LAKE BASIN 1

lake bomeanx B n, usu cap L&B [*lake] ; an organic pigment
— see DYE table I (under gment Red 63)

lake cress n : an aquatic herb (Armomcla aquatica) of the
mustard l‘amnly of No. America with submersed or prostrate
stems

lake duck n 1 : LESSER SCAUP 2 : MALLARD

lake dweller n : one that lives in a lake dwelling

hko dwelling » : a dwelling built on piles in a lake; specif
: one built in prehistoric times

lake fly n 1 : any of numerous midges of the genus Chironomus
and related genera 2 : MAYFLY

lakefront \'ss\ n 3 land that usu. is developed, has buildin,
and fronts on a lake (a row of neat summer cottages on

~)

lakehead \'s,s\ n 3
outlet

lake herring n : a cisco (Lzuclchthy: artedt) found from Lake
Memphremagog to Lake Superior and northward and im-
portant as a commercial food fish; broadly ¢ cisco

lake indian n, usu cap L& : SENLJEXTEE

lake lnmprey n 3 SEA LAMPREY

lakeland \'s,land, - land\ n : a region that has many lakes

ukeland terrier n [ir. Lakeland (LaRe district), mountainous

ion in northwestern England where the breed was de-

ve oped] 1 usu cap L : an English breed of rather small
harsh-coated straight-legged terriers 2 sometimes cap L
¢ a dog of the Lakeland terrier breed

the part of a lake most distant from its

lake lawyer n : LAWYER 2b
lake.let \'liklét\ n -s ¢ a little lake (a luxuriant sunken garden
surroundin ~ —Aubre
la.ken-.vel. er \'likan, velda(r)\ n?lmodlf of G Lakenfelder]
usu cap : a German breed of strikingly marked blacks
and-white domestic fowls somewhat resembling leghorns
2 -s sometimes cap : a bird of the Lakenvelder breed
lake perch » : YELLOW PERCH
lake plckerel n 1: 4PIKE la 2 : CHAIN PICKEREL
lake pitch 7 : a soft Tnmdad asphalt rich in bituminous matter
and soluble in petroleum spirit — compare LAND, PITCH
lak.er \" l'ka(r)( n -s [Vlake + -er] : one associated with a
lake or lakes: as a : a visitor to a lake, esp ¢ a visitor to the
Lake district in England b wsu cap [ Lake (school), a group
of 19th cent. Eng. poets (fr. Lake district, region in north-
western England) + E -er] : a poet of the Lake School
¢ : a fish living in or taken from a lake; esp § LAKE TROUT
) ¢ a person familiar with sailing on a lake; esp : a sailor
on a Great Lakes ship (2) : a boat for lake navigation;
esp ¢ a ship esp. designed as to drnf( beam, length, or structure
to operate on the Great Lakes and assocxated canals @ North
: an expert at driving logs on lakes
lake red n, usu cap L&R [4lake] : any of several organic
pigments — see DYE table I (under Plgment Red 50 and 53)
lakes pl of LAKE, {re: 3d sing of LAKE
lake salmon n ¢ LANDLOCKED SALMON 2 : LAKE TROUT b
lake sheepshead » : FRESHWATER DRUM
ln.keshore \'s,=\ n : the land adjacent to or bordering a lake;
esp & the beach ol a lake (on the ~ fishing boats bumped
their prows —Rumer Godden)
lake shore disaase n, north : pine of cattle
lake shrimp : a common commercial saltwater shrimp
(Penaeus .renjeru.r) )
lakeside \'s,s\ 7 : LAKESHORE (in this little graveyard by the
~ —Amy Lowell)
lake s @on n : a sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) of the
Great Lakes and Mississippi river that omes four to six
feet long and is now rare over much of its former range
lake trout n : any of various trout and salmon found in lakes:
as @ : any of several European trouts that are varieties of
the brown trout b : a large dark No. American char (Salve-
linus namaycush) thal is highly variable in skin and flesh
color, sometimes exceeds 50 pounds in weight, and is an im-
portant commercial food fish in northern lakes — called
also namaycush, salmon trout, togue
lake vl.llag n 3 a group of lake dwellm
lake.war: \'l‘kwa r)d\ adj : d:rected toward a lake (wall
(if lglgh buildings aligned al ong the ~ side of the city —A.J.
ie
lake WI [T CIesSs n : LAKE CRESS
} 2,2\ 11 ¢ WATER PEPPER
nke whitefish or lake whiting n : a large predominantly pale
Freen whitefish (Coregonus c a]ormn‘:) that is a superior
od and sport fish esp. of th

reat Lal

llakh ailso lac \'lik, ‘lak\ n -s [Hmdl Iakh fr. Skt laksa,
lit., mark, Mgn] 1 India : one hundred thousand {a population
of 20 ~s) (50 ~s of ru ) 2 India : a great number (we
need ~s of schools . or our illiteracy is disgraceful —J.A.
Michener)
2lakh \“\ adj, India : hundred thousand (10 ~ rupees)

3lakh \“\ n, pl 1akh or 1akhS usu cap 1 : a member of a
division of the Lezghians in central Dagestan 2 : the North
Caucasic language of the Lakh people

la.kher \'lika(r)\ n, pl lakher or lakhers usu cap : a member
of a head-hunting people of southern Assam and western
Burma who are predominantly agricultural

lakh.mid \'lakma3d\ n -s cap [Lakhm, greal -great-grand-
father of ‘Amr ibn-‘Adi, 3d cent. A.D. founder of the dynasty
+ E -id] : a northeastern Arabian dynasty strongly allied
with Persia at the rise of Islam

la.kie \'laké\ or lakie tide n -s [prob. fr. tlake + -ie] :
temporary retrograde movement of the tide observed in the
Firth of Forth

lak.in \'1aksn\ or lak.
akin to ON leika toy, do ll. fr.
dial Brit ¢ TOY, PLAYTHING

laking pres part of LAKE

I.lk-lsh \'lakish\ ad] often cap L [Lake (school) + E -ish
— more at LAKER] : of, relating to, or in the style of the Lake
School of poetry (du:l ‘not accuse him of the Lakish fault of
mysticism —J.R.Derby)

1aK.ist \-k3st\ n -s often cap [ Lake (school) + E -ist] : one of
the poets of the Lake School or one ol their adherents

lak.miut \'lak, my(n -.mé,(y)ut\ n, p ut or lakmiuts
usu cap 1 s aKa ian people lormerly on Lakmiut river,
Oregon 2:a memger of the Lakmiut people

lakmus var o] LACMUS

1a.ko-ta \l:'kod- \ n, pl 1akota or llkohs usu cap $ DAKOTA

laky \'I adj -BR/ -EST [4lake + -y] & of, relaung to, or

mruembl{nlg lake\, S| of blood 3 LAKI:? .
.lang \ 'l4,14 4 mﬂl or lal.lang grass \“+,-
n -s [Malay zallm 1 Malaﬁa COGON 2 : savannah lands o}
eastern Asia charactenzed y the presence of cogon

la.la.pa-100.za or lal. !l-pa-looon or 1ol.1a.pa-100-85a
\.ldlopa'lizo\ n -s [origin unknown] slang : something
superior or unusual ¢ an outstanding example (}l-ll filin sys!em
for keeping track ol things thatis ... a ~ —

1a-1i \'l4lé\ n -s [Fijian, Tongan, & Samoan] ta large drum
made of a hollowed log and used in ceremonies and to sum-
mon to church and meetings in Western Polynesia and Fiji

-la.-lia \'lal&\ n comb form -s [NL, fr. Gk lalia chauer,
Eaule, fr. lalein to chat, talk (prob. of imit. origin like G

llen to babble, stammer, L lallare to sing a lullaby) + -ia -y]
speech disorder (of a specified ty| re esp. relating to the articu-

lauon of speech sounds) (bradyla » {rhinolalia) — compare
-PHASIA, -PHEMIA, -PHONY 2

La-lique frademark — used for an elaborate French art glass
typlcally made by a combination of pressing, blowing, frosting,

ml-lan \'lalan\ or lal.land \-n d)\ Scot var of LOWLAND
lal.1ans \-nz\ n, pl lallans o usu cap 3 LOWLAND

SCOTS
lal.1a.tion \la'lashan\ n -s [L lallare to sing a lullaby + E
-tion — more at -LALIA] 1 ¢ infantile utterance whether in
infants or in_older speakers (as by retardation or mimicry)
2 : a defective articulation of the letter I, the substitution
of \I\ for another sound, or the subsutuhon of another sound

for \I\ — compare LAMBDACISM

Lal.ly \'l4lé, -li\ trademark — used for a concrete-filled
cyllmdncal stelel lstlructural\clfg;lmn ) \ i 18l
o1ye or lol-ly.gag &'8‘ 38- Vi k=
4 ?’lf ygagged;

lypgges or lollygagged; 1‘1{
ug?nfor ollygagging Yxl-orlollyngs[on n
unknown dial 3 to fool around : LOITER, DAWDLE (loll

agging around on some shore station —Maxwell anmll)
i dIn1° to neck esp. in public ¢ sMOOCH 3 @ to chatter inces-

3n,-kig\ 7 -s [of Scand origin;
leika to play — more at LAKE]

u-lo \'\a( )G\ n -s Eon?xn unknown] ¢ a shoot that arises
when the tip is removed from a sugarcane culm
1alo- comb form [NL, fr. Gk lalos talkanve, prattling, fr.

leln to chat, talk — more at -LALIA] ¢ speech : the speech
la.lop...th \la'lipsthé\ n -es [ISV lalo- + -pathy] : a
disorder of speec!

h

m-o-ple- lnla plEj€a\ n -s [NL, fr. lalo- +
3 paralysrs of tlie muscles involved in &eec

=la.ly \‘l'li, aIE, -li\ n comb form -ES [ lalia] $ -LALIA
Tlam lam, ‘laa(s)m\ vb %
lams [of Scand origin; akin to O'N lemja to lhrash flog.
beat; akin to OE lemman to lame, OHG lemmen; causatives
denommanvu fr. the root of E llame] vt : to beat soundly
2 THRASH, STRIKE, WHACK ~ vi 1 ! STRIKE, THRASH — usu,
used wnh into or out {lammed out wildly at them) 2:to
flee hasuly beat it 2 sCRAM (let’s ~ out of here)

2]lam \ “\ n -s : FLIGHT — used in the phrase on the lam (to hide

a_ former lover. now on the ~ from Dartmoor —Robert

Hatch) {that d-so of a pr ter had taken it on the
~ —Irene Kuhn)

3lam \“\ also lamm \“\ n -s [F lame lamina, blade, lam —
more at LAME] : any of the lower levers connected by cords

+ -plegial




between harnesses and treadles in various looms to enable the
weaver to bring ggwn several harnesses with one foot
lam abbr laminats .
11a.ma \'l4ims, ‘lamoa\ n -s [Tibetan blama] : a priest or monk
of Tibetan Buddhism
2lama \“\ n [NL, fr. F, llama, fr. Sp llama — more at LLAMA]
1 cap ¢ a genus of mammals (family Camelidae) that includes
the ﬁxmn. alpaca, guanaco, and other living and extinct So.
American mountain ruminants with heavy woolly coats
2 -s : a dark grayish yellowish brown that is ltronger and
slightly yellower and lighter than seal, slightly redder and
lighter tian sepia brown, lighter and stronger than otter
brown, and very slightly redder and deeper than bison —
called also elk, goose
la.ma.ism \-mo,izam\ n -s usu cap ['lama + -ism] : a form
of Mahayana Buddhism that is found esp. in Tibet and is
notable for the variety and elaboration of its ritual practices
and the complexity of its hierarchical organization
la-ma.ist \-madst\ n -S usu cap, often attrib : an adherent of
I.Lamaisrﬁ — l#-ml-l_s-\ﬁc \iss,istik\ adj, usu cap eponymous
-man-.ite amo,nit\ n_ -8 usu cap an,
of t.\hc L ites in the Book of Mormon (Jacob 3:5)
+ E -ite)] Mormonism : a member of a gople descended from
Laman, a son of the Jewish prophet Lehi, and identified as
the ancestors of the American Indians — compare NEPHITE
1a.man.tin \ls'mant’n\ n -s [F, alter. (resulting from incor-
rect division) of la manati the manatee, fr. la the + manati
manatee, fr. Sp manati — more at MANATF.EE 2 MANATEE
la.marck.ian \ls'mirk&sn\ adj, usu cap [J. B. de Monet
Lamarck 11829 Fr. botanist and biologist + E -ian] : of
or relating to Lamarckism
la.marck.ian.ism \-€s,nizom\ n -S usu cap { LAMARCKISM
la.marck.ism \-ir,kizam\ n_-s wsu cap [J. B. de Monet
Lamarck, its formulator + E -ism] : a theory of organic
evolution asserting that environmental changes cause struc-
tural changes in animals and plants esp. by inducing new or
increased use of organs or parts resulting in adaptive modifica-
tion or greater development and similarly cause disuse and
eventual atrophy of other parts and that such changes are
transmitted to offspring — compare DARWINISM, EVOLUTION
5 b, NEO-LAMARCKISM
la.-ma.sery \'l4mo,ser€, 'lam-\ n -gs [F lamaserie, fr. larma +
~serie (fr. Per sarai palf:ul:e, large house) — more at CARAVAN
SARY] ¢ a monastery of lamas .
lamb \'lam, 'laa(a)m\ n -s often attrib [ME, fr. OE; akin to
OHG, ON, Goth lamb, OHG
elaho elk — more at ELK]
1 a : a young sheep esp. less
than one year old or with no
ermanent teeth develo
< the young of various other
animals; esp ¢ those of some of
the smaller antelopes 2 cap
& : LAMB OF GOD b Eastern
Church : the Eucharistic Host
cut from a holy loaf of the
oblation and consecrated
3 a : a person innocent, gentle,
or wemﬁe as a lamb (I didn't
need to lie, for he took it like a
~ —John Buchan) D : DEAR,
PET (you're a ~, but it isn’t
fair —Dorothy Sayers) ¢ : a
person easily cheated or de-
ceived : DUPE; esp : an inex-
perienced trader (as in securi-
ties) who is readily fleeced (the
~s of every college faculty are
subject to the temptation of
finance—R.M.Lovett) 4a:the
flesh of a lamb used as food

lamb 4a: A wholesale cuts:
1leg, 2 loin, 3 rack, 4 bl'easli
5 shank, 6 shoulder; B retai
cuts: a leg; b sirloin chops
and roast; ¢ loin chops and
rolled loin roast; d patties

b : LAMBSKIN : a fierce €
cruel person : RgmAN — and chop roast; e rib
b 2 PREGNANT — used of a ClOPS and crown roast; f

riblets, stew, and stuffed or
rolled breast; g square-cut
shoulder roast, cushion roast,
Saratoga chops, rolled shoul-

ewe

2lamb \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vi$to
Igring f?rl!lhh n(larl"lb g)v vrzl s to

ring for a lam : to 2

tend (ewes) at lambing time ger, bfl)‘nﬂle.ss S!loluldhcr cll(lqpsk,
3 :todput lambs to graze on (as " PeEC SUCeS: f S1angss
a field) — often used with down Ade cllops; At armcaops
lam.ba \'lambs, 'I4m-\ n -s [Malagasy] : a large wrap re-
sembling a shawl that is worn by natives of Madagascar and
is made of various fabrics in solid colors or patterns

2lamba \“\ n, pl lamba or lambas usu cap 1 a : a Bantu
people of northern Rhodesia b : a member of the Lamba
people 2 : a Bantu language of the Lamba people X

lambale \'s,s\ n -s ['lamb + ale] : a feast formerly held in
England at the time of shearing lambs about Whitsuntide

lam.baste or lam.bast \ (")lambast, (*)laam-, -baa(a)st, -baist,
-bast\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [prob. fr. tlam + baste (to beat)] 1 : to
assault violently : BEAT, POUND, WHIP {nothing pleased him so
much as to get a big logging chain . .. and go at a budmash
mate and ~ the evil spirits out of him —McClure's) (give a
thorough lambasting to the Ja in the First Battle of the
Philippines —P.J,Searles) 2 : to administer a verbal or
written thrashing to : tear into & EXCORIATE ¢has been much
lambasted for his ideas —Ebony) (approves in prmcnlple every
major administration policy and ~s certain details —J.H.
Crider) <golmcians who shout and fear, point with pride, and
~ with abandon —Read Bain)

lamb.da \'lamds, ‘'laam-\ n -s [Gk labda, lambda, of Sem
origin; akin to Heb lamedh lamedh] 1 ¢ the 11th letter of the
Greek alphabet — symbol A or \; see ALPHABET table 2 [backs
formation fr. lambdoid] : the point of junction of the sagittal
and lambdoid sutures of the skull — see CRANIOMETRY illustra-
tion 3 : one thousandth of a cubic centimeter

lamb.da.cism \-ds,sizam\ n -s [LL labdacismus, fr. Gk
labdakismos, fr. labda, lambda lambda + connective -k- +
-ismos -ism] 1 ¢ excessive use of the letter ! or the sound \1\
(as in alliteration) 2 : defective articulation of \I\ or substitu-
tion of other sounds for it 3 : substitution of \I\ for another
sound (as \r\ when a Chinese says \'chele\ for English
che‘r,‘r‘};) — compare LALLATION

lamt oint n : the temperature of a proximatel{ 2.19°K at
which the transition from helium I to helium II takes place —
often printed with Greek lambda é)‘-{mim)

lamb.doid \'-,d6id\ or lamb.doi-dal \(*)-id6id’l\ adj
[lambdoid fr. F lambdoide, fr. MF, fr. Gk labdoeidés, bdo-
eidés, lit,, lambda-shaped, fr. labda, lambda + -oeidés -oid;
lambdoidal fr. F lambdoide + E -al] : of or relating to a suture
that connects the occipital and parietal bones

lam-.ben-cy \'lambansg, 'laam-, -si\ n -Es [ lambent + -cy] : the
quality or state of being lambent : something that is lambent

lam.bent \-nt\ adj [L lambent-, lambens, pres. part. of lambere
to lick — more at LAP] 1 : playing lig.hdy on or over a surface
¢ gliding over ¢ WAVERING, FLICKERING (a fire of resinous wood
... began to crackle and throw ~ shadows about the brass
andirons —Hervey Allen) 2 : softly bright or radiant (her
eyes are ~ with love —Francis Yeats-Brown) 3 ¢ light and
brilliant (the play of the author's ~ wit reminds one of the
effect of sunshine on rippling water —B.R.Redman) (the coda
. . . is brisk and ~ —Vernon Young) Syn see BRIGHT

lam.bent.ly adv : in a lambent manner

lamb.er \'lama(r), 'laam-\ n -s [2lamb + -er] 1 2 a person who
tends ewes at lambing time 2 : a ewe that is lambing

lam.bert \'lambs(r)t, ‘laam-\ n -s [after Johann H. Lambert
11777 Ger. ?hyslcxst] < the cgs unit of brightness equal to the
brightness of a perfectly diffusing surface that radiates or re-
flects one lumen per square centimeter

lambert conformal conic projection or lambert conformal
projection n, usu cap L [after_ J. H. Lambert] : a conformal
conic map projection with straight-line meridians that meet at
a common center beyond the limits of the map and with
parallels of which two are standard that are arcs of circles
intersecting the meridians at right angles

lam! ine n, usu cap L [after Aylmer B. Lambert 11842
Eng. botanist] : SUGAR PINE

lambert’s blue n, often cap L [after J. H. Lambert] : AZURITE
BLUE

1266

lambert’s 1aw n, usu cap L [after J. H. Lambert, its formulator]
s either of two laws in physics: @ ¢ COSINE LAW D ¢ the nega-
tive logarithm of the transmittance of a layer of substance is
proportional to the thickness of the layer, the constant of
propomonahty for natural logarithms being the absorption
coefficient — called also Bouguer's law

lam.beth conference \'lamboth-, -,beth-\ n, usu cap L [fr,
Lambeth palace, London, d > of the hbishop _of
Canterbury] ¢ a conference of the bishops of the worldwide
Anglican communion called usu. about every 10 years by the
archbishop of Canterbury to consult but not to legislate for the
constituent churches -

lambeth delft n, usu cap L&D [fr. Lambeth, metropolitan
borough, London] : English glazed earthenware of the 17th
century — compare FAIENCE

lambeth walk n, usucap L&W [fr. Lambeth Walk (1937), son
by Douglas Furber t1961 Brit. author and Noel Gay 1195
Brit. musician, fr. Lambeth Walk, a street in London, England ]
$ a jaunty ballroom dance combining a strutting march with
figures resembling those of a square dance

lamb.ie \'lamg, ‘laam-, -mi\ n -s [Vlamb + -ie] : LAMB — used
as an endearment

lambing

lambing

pres part of LAMB

paralysis n ¢ PREGNANCY DISEASE

lambing sickness n : milk fever in sheep .

lam.bis \'lambas\ n, cap [NL] : a genus of conchs (family
Strombidae) comprisini the scorpion shells of shallow waters
of the tropical eastern hemisphere i

lambitive adj [L lambitus (past part. of lambere to lick) + E
-ive — more at LAP] obs ¢ taken by licking with the tongue —
used of medicines L

lambkill \'s,#\ 7 -s [ Ylamb + kill (v.); fr. their poisonous effect
on grazing sheep] 1 $ SHEEP LAUREL 2 : STAGGERBUSH

b.Kin \- k3n\ n -s [Vlamb + -kin] 1 : a little lamb 2 :IN-

NOCENT, CHILD — used as an endearment

lam.blia \'lambléa\ [NL, fr. Wilhelm Dusan Lambl 11895
Austrian physician + NL -ia] syn of GIARDIA

lam.bli.a.sis \lam'blissds\ n [NL Lamblia + -iasis] ¢ GIAR-
DIASIS

lamblike \'s,#\ adj : resembling a lamb: GENTLE, MEEK

1amb.ling \'laml3g\ n -s ['lamb + -ling] : LAMBKIN

lamb mint n 1 : SPEARMINT 2 ! PEPPERMINT i

lamb of god cap L&G [ME] : a figurative representation of
Christ

lamb plant n [so called fr. its shaggy appearance] ¢ SCYTHIAN

LAMB

lam.bre.quin \'lamba(r)k3n, -brok-\ n -s [F, fr. MF lampequin,
lambequin, fr. (assumed) lamperkijn, dim. of lampers,
lamper, a kind of fine glossy crape, veil made of this material;
prob. akin to MD lamfeter hood for a hunting bird] 1 ¢ a
scarf usu. with slashed edges used to cover a knight’s helmet as
protection from sun and rain 2 a : MANTLING 1 b : a short
decorative drapery for a shelf edge or for the top of a window
casig : VALANCE C : a scalloped color pattern used esp. at
the edge of porcelain tableware

lambs pl of LAMB, pres 3d sing of LAMB

lamb’s-cress \'s,-\ n, p/ lamb’s-cresses :
(Cardamine hirsuta)

own \'s,#\ n [lamb's (gen. of 'lamb) + down] : a

knitted fabric that is usu. made with a cotton back and a
heavily mﬂ:%ed woolen face and used esp. for children’s
clothes and blankets X

lamb’s ears n pl but usu sing in constr : a perennial hedge
nettle (Stachys olympica) densely covered with whitish silky
wool — called also woolly hedge nettle )

lamb’s-foot n, p/ 1amb’s-foots : a common plantain (Plantago
major)

lambskin \'s,s\ n [ME lambeskin fr. lamb + skin] 1 a : a
lamb’s skin or a small fine-grade sheepskin or the leather made
from either b : such a skin dressed with the wool on and used
esp. for winter clothing 2 : a cotton or wool cloth made to
imitate lamb’s wool; esp : a cotton with a satin-weave face and
a napped back 3 : a white leather apron worn as a badge by
a Freemason

lamb’s-lettuce \'s}ss\ n, p/ lamb’s-lettuces : CORN SALAD

lamb’s-mint \'s,s\ n, p/ lamb’s-mints : LAMB MINT

lamb’s=quarters \'s,ss\ n pl but sing or pl in constr, also
lamb’s-quarter \'s,==\ 1 : a common weedy goosefoot
(Chenopodium album) with glaucous foliage that 1s sometimes
used as a potherb and has been introduced from Europe into
No. America 2 : any of several oraches; esp ¢ GARDEN

a bitter cress

ORACHE

lamb’s-tongue \'s,s\ n, pl/ lamb’s-tongues 1 a : HOARY
PLANTAIN 1 Db  LAMB'S-QUARTERS 1 € : an American dog-
tooth violet 2 a : a molding having a tapering tongue-
shaped section or half such a section b : an ovolo and fillet
worked alternately along the edge of a board

lamb succory n : a smaI{;European herb (Arnoseris minima) of
the family Compositae with leaves in a basal rosette and small
yellow flower heads — called also dwarf nipplewort

lamb’s wool n 1 a : the soft elastic wool shorn from lambs
seven or eight months old b : the superior woolen woven
from lamb’s wool 2 : a sugared and spiced hot ale beverage
containing the pulp of roasted apples

lamb’s-wool sponge \'s,s-\ n § WOOL SPONGE

lamb tail » : a stout perennial weedy herb (Trichinium ex-
altatum) of the family Amaranthaceae that is common in
Australia

lam.dan \l4m'd4n, 'ldmden\ aiso lam.den \'l4mdan\ n, pl
lam.da.nim \,1%m,d4'ném; l4im'd4ndm, -dén-, -(,)ném\ [lam-
dan fr. Heb lamdan, lit., one who has learned, fr. lamadh to
learn; lamden fr. Yiddish, fr. Heb lamdan] : a man learned in
Jewish law ¢ a Talmudic scholar .

lame \'lam\ adj, usu -ER/-EST [ME, fr. OE lama; akin to OS
& OHG lam lame, crippled, ON lami lame, MW [llyveithin
weak, Lith limti to break down, and perh. to Gk ndlemes un-
tiringly] 1 a : physically disabled; also : having a part and
esp. a limb so disabled as to impair freedom of movement
b : halting in movement : LIMPING 2 : lacking needful parts
¢ ill composed ¢ WEAK, INARTICULATE, HALTING {put up some
story to the rector — it must have been a dpreuy ~ one —
Dorothy Sayers) (a broken leg is not so bad as a ~ intellect
—Irving Bacheller) (machines, at their best, are ~ counter-
feits of living organisms —Lewis Mumford)

2lame \*“\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [ME lamen, fr. lame, adj.] 1 : to
make lame : CRIPPLE {was lamed for life, and could never ride
horseback again —Willa Cather) 2 : to make impotent or
vain : DISABLE, FRUSTRATE, HAMSTRING, MAIM, NULLIFY, UNDER-
cut {lamed the productive and recuperative capacities of Eu-
rope generally —G.F.Kennan) (that would ~ your power
of barfgaim'n%wiﬂl him —G.B.Shaw) (schools lamed by losses
of staff —C.E.Montague)

3lame \*“\ chie{ly Scot var of LOAM

4lame \“\ n -s [MF, fr. L lamina] 1 : a thin plate (as of metal)
: LAMINA 2 lames pl : small overlapping steel plates joined to
slide on one another and form a piece of medieval armor
sla.mé \ ()lajma, (")I4}-, Io"-\ n -s [F, fr. lamé, adj., worked with
silver or gol& thread, fr. lame lame, silver or gold thread + -¢
(fr. L -atus -ate)] : a brocaded clolhin%_fabric sometimes in
plain weave made from any of various fibers combined with
tinsel filling threads often gold or silver which form the pattern
or the ground 3 i

lame-brain \'s,s\ n : a dull-witted or erratic person ; CRACK-
POT, DOLT, NUMSKULL {a reception desk outside the city room
on most papers to keep out the lame-brains —John McNulty)

la-medh or la-med \'l4,med\ n -s[Heb lamedh, lit., oxgoad]
1 : the 12th letter of the Hebrew alphabet — symbol %; see
ALPHABET table 2 ¢ a letter of the Phoenician or some other
Semitic alphabets corresponding to Hebrew lamedh

lame duck n 1 : a person unable to meet financial obligations
— used esp. of a speculator on an exchange 2 : an elected
officer or group (as a letglslature) continuing to hold political
office during a usu. brief interim between defeat for reelection
and the inauguration of a successor (the president nominated
for the Interstate Commerce Commission a lame duck —E.W.
Carter & C.C.Rohlfing) {the 20th amendment abolished the
lame-duck sessions of %ongress) 3 : one that falls behind in
ability or performance sometimes because of injury or dep-
rivation : NE'ER-DO-WELL, STRAGGLER, VICTIM, WEAK SISTER
(lame ducks and neglec!ed possibilities —George Santayana)

lamiidae

{lame ducks and half-talents . . . used to be granted solo ap-
pearances —New Republic) (she always has to have a lame
duck to look after — is Auchincloss)

lam-el \'lamal\ 7 -s [in sense 1, fr. L lamella; in sense 2, fr. NL
lamella] 1 : a thin plate 2 : LAMELLA

lamell- or lamelli- comb form [NL, fr. lamella] : lamella
{lamellose) Qamelllfcrous) (lamelliform)

1a-mel-la \lo'mela\ n, p/ lamel-l1ae \-,l¢, -,li\ also lamellas

NL, fr. L, small metal plate, dim. of lamina thin plate]
¢ an organ, process, or part resembling a plate: as a ¢ one of

the thin plates composing the gills of a bivalve mollusk
— see BRACHIOPOD illustration b ¢ one of the bony concentric
layers surrounding the Haversian canals in bone ¢ ¢ a gill in
fungi of the order Agaricales 2 : a small medicated disk pre-
pared from gelatin and glycerin for use esp. in the eyes (la-
mellae of atropine)

lamel.lar \l>'mels(r), ‘lamal-\ adj [lamell- + -ar] : composed
of or arranged in lamellae ¢ LAMELLATE — lamel.lar.ly adv

la.mel.la.ri.idae \ls,mels'ris,dé\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lamel-
laria, type genus (fr. lamell- + -aria) + -idae] : a family of
marine gastropod mollusks (suborder Taenioglossa) having a
delicate shell which is often completely enclosed within the

mantle
lamel.late \'lamol3t, la'mel-, -,1at\ adj [NL lamellatus, fr.
lamell- + L -atus -ate] 1 : composed of or furnished with
2 : LAMELLIFORM — lam.el.late.ly adv
lamel-lat.ed \- 1ad-3d\ adj [lamell- + -ate + -ed] : LAMELLATE
lnm-.el-la-uo'n'\.Iama’lishon\ n -s [lamell- + -ation] 1 ¢ for-
mation or division into lamellae 2 : LAMELLA
lamelli- — see LAMELL-
11a.mel.li-branch \ls'mels,brank\ adj [NL Lamellibranchia]
2 of or relating to the Lamellibranchia
2lamellibranch \“\ n -s : one of the Lamellibranchia ¢ a
bivalve mollusk
la.mel.li-bran.chia \««='brapkés\ = pl, cap [NL, fr. lamell-
+ -branchia] : a class ol’ Mollusca including the clams, oysters,
and mussels, having the body bilaterally symmetrical, com-
pressed, and more or less completely enclosed within the
mantle that secretes a bivalved shell whose right and left parts
are connected by a hinge over the animal’s back, having no
distinct head, usu. two lamelliform gills on each side of the
body, and the ventral region differentiated in most of the
forms into a muscular plowshare or tongue-shaped foot by
means of which the animal burrows or moves about, and hav-
ing the posterior margins of the mantle lobes drawn out in the
burrowing sreaes into tubes through which water passes into
and out of the mantle cavity — la.mel.li-bran.chi.ate
\=#s,brapkeat, -€,at\ adj or n
la-mel.li-bran.chi-a.ta \s,««branke'ad-s, -'‘ad-o\ [NL, fr.
lamell- + -branchiata) syn of LAMELLIBRANCHIA
1a.-mel-li-corn \='s=,koérn\ adj [NL Lamellicornial] 1 a of
an antenna : having the form characteristic of the Lamelli-
cornia b of an insect : having lamellicorn antennae 2 : of or
relating to the Lamellicornia
2lamellicorn \“\ n -s : a lamellicorn beetle
la-mel-li-cor-nia \s,s='kérn&\ n pl/[ NL, fr. lamell- + L ~cor-
nia, neut. pl. of -cornis -corn] cap : a superfamily or other
group of beetles that are distinguished by 5-jointed tarsi and
y having three or more of the terminal segments of the an-
tennae expanded into flattened plates which give the antennae
a club-sha appearance and that include the stag beetles,
dung beetles, leaf beetles, and related forms — see SCARA-
BAEOIDEA
la.mel.li-form \s'ss form\ adj [ lamell- + -form] : having the
form of a thin plate .
la.mel-li-rostral \-}-=+\ adj [lamell- + rostral] : having a
bill with transverse toothlike ridges inside the edges (ducks
and other ~ birds)
la.mel.li.ros-tres \»,=5'r4(,)stréz\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. lamell- +
-rostres (fr. L rostrum beak) — more at ROSTRUM] in some
classifications : a grou(r of birds including the ducks, geese,
swans, mergansers, and usu. the flamingos and having trans-
verse ridges like teeth just inside the edges of the bill — com-
pare ANSERES
1a.mel.loid \lo'me,l6id, "lamo,-\ adj [lamell- + -0id] : resem-
bling a lamella
la.-mel-lose \-,10s\ adj [lamell- + -ose] : LAMELLATE — lam-
el-108-i.ty \ lama'lisad-€\ n -Es
la.mel.lule \l:;'mel(.){ul\ n -s [L lamellula small metal
dim. of lamella small metal plate — more at LAMELLA
small lamella
lee-ly adyv ? in a lame manner ¢ in the manner of one who is
ame
lamen var of LAMIN )
lame.ness n -Es : the guality or state of being lame
11a.ment \l>'ment sometimes la'-\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [MF & L;
MF lamenter, fr. L lamentari, fr. lamentum) vi : to mourn
vocally : sorrow aloud : WAIL, WEEP (the millions ~ed; for
ages they had sorrowed —Virginia Woolf) (nightingales ~
without ceasing —L.P.Smith) ~ vt 1 2 to express sorrow for
: BEWAIL, MOURN {must regret the imprudence, ~ the result
—Jane Austen) (katydids were ~ing fall's aﬁfroach —E.W.
Smith) (~ed that this particular piano should be so seldom
layed on —W.F.De Morgan) 2 archaic $ to express sorrow
or (oneself) Syn see DEPLORE }
2lament \“\ n -s [MF or L; MF, fr. L lamentum; akin to ON
15 sandpiper, Imr loon, Goth lailoun they reviled, L latrare to
bark, Gk leros trash, nonsense, delirium, Arm lam I weep, Skt
rayatihe barks] 1 :acrying out in grief § COMPLAINT, SORROW-
ING, WAILING (let reason govern thy ~ —Shak.) (the ~ of the
professionals who disapproved —E.O.Hauser) 2 : a lament
crystallized in song or in literary form ¢ DIRGE, ELEGY (bag-
E;pcg skirled, ... playing at first a_~ for him —Raymond
aniell) (the dance band . . . was wailing a . . . ~—Raymond
Chandler) (learned a lot of blues songs and ~s-—James Jones)
la.men.ta.bi.le \ l4msn.'t4bs,12\ adv (or adj) [1t, fr. L lamen-
tabilis lamentable] ¢ SADLY, PLAINTIVELY — used as a direction
in music
lam.en.ta.ble \'lamantabsl also +15'men-\ adj [ME, fr. MF &
L; MF, fr. L lamentabilis, fr. lamentari to lament + -abilis
-able] 1 : to be regretted or lamented : DEPLORABLE, PITIABLE
{a ~ breakdown In transgort organization —Philip Gibbs)
(that afternoon, so untouched by premonition, was yet full of
~ fate —Osbert Sitwell) 2 : expressing grief ! DOLEFUL,
MOURNFUL, SORROWFUL (a faint and ~ cry —Walter de la
Mare) (made her ~ complaint —H.O.Taylor) — lam-.en-
ta.ble.-ness \-bslnss\ n -es — lam.en.ta.bly \-blé,-bli\ adv
lam.en.ta.tion \ ,lamon-'tashan sometimes -,men--\ n -s [ME
lamentacioun, fr. MF & L; MF lamentation, fr.L lamentation-,
lamentatio, fr. lamentatus (past part. of lamentari to lament) +
-ion-, -io -ion — more at LAMENT] : the act of lamenting or be-
wailing ¢ vocal expression of sorrow : COMPLAINT {such a
scene of frenzy and ~ as Rome had rarely witnessed —John
Buchan) (great consternation and ~ among business people
when the bank rate goes up —G.B.Shaw) )
lamented acz : mourned for (the imprint of our wise and ~
friend —A E.Stevenson b1900) — la.ment.ed.ly adv
la.ment.er \la'menta(r)\ n -s : one that laments
la-men-to-80 \,l4man'to(*)so, ,lam-, -)zO\ adv (or adj) [It, fr.
LL I fr. L L ament + -osus -ous] I PLAIN-
TIVELY, SADLY — used as a direction in music
lamer comparative of LAME
lames pres 3d sing of LAME, pl of LAME
lamés pl of LAME
lame sickness n [trans. of Afrik lamsiekte] $ LAMSIEKTE
lamest superlative of LAME
la.met \14'met\ n, p/ lamet or lamets usu cap : KHA
lam.e.ter \'lamatar\ n -s [irreg. fr. 1lame] now Scot : a lame
person ; CRIPPLE
la.-mia \'lamés\ n, pl lamias \-€z\ or lami.ae \-§;&\ [ME,
fr. L, fr. Gk, devouring monster — more at LEMUR] ¢ WITCH,
SHE-DEMON, VAMPIRE (a ~ with a British accent —Carlo Baker)
la-mi.a.ce-ae \,Jamé'as¢,e\ [NL, fr. Lamium + -aceae —
more at LAMIUM] syn of LABIATAE.
la-mi.a.ceous \;ssashos\ adj [NL Lamiaceae + E -ous]
2 LABIATE 2
la-mi.idae \lo'mis,d€\ » pl, cap [NL, fr. Lamia, ty'pe ﬁenu:
(fr. Gk lamia devouring monster) + -idae] : a family of
beetles closely related to and often included among the
Cerambycidae — see OBEREA

lamellae

late,
HEE




lamin

lam.in \'lam3n\ n -s [L & NL lamina] 1 : LAMINA 2 : an
astrologer’s charm consisting of a thin metal plate
lamin- or lamini- or 1amino- comb form [lamina] : lamina
{laminar) (laminiferous) )
lam.i.na \'lamana\ n, pl/ lami.nae \-,ng, -,ni\ or laminas [in
sense 1, fr. L; in other senses, NL, fr. L] 1 : a thin plate or
scale 3 FLAKE, LAYER 2 a : the part of the neural arch of a
vertebra extending from the pedicle to the median line b (1)
: the blade or expanded part of a foliage leaf — distinguished
from petiole (2) ¢ a foliose expansion (as of the thallus in an
alga) ¢ 3 one of the narrow thin parallel plates of soft vascular
sensitive tissue that cover the pododerm of the walls of an
animal’s hoof and fit between corresponding horny laminae on
the inside of the wall of the hoof — called also sensitive lamina
3 a : a minor layer of a stratified rock usu. separable and pro-
duced by intermittent deposit b : a thin layer between cleav-
age planes in slate or schist 4:a plane section of a body hav-
ing infinitesimal thickness
lamina cri-bro.sa \-kri'brose\ n, p! laminae cribro.sae
\-,s&, -,si\ [NL, lit.,, cribrose lamina] ¢ any of several an-
atomical structures having the form of a perforated plate: as
a : the cribriform plate of the ethmoid bone b 2 the part of the
scleroid coat of the eye penetrated by the fibers of the optic
nerve ¢ : a perforated plate that closes the internal auditory
meatus
lam.i.na.gram or lam.i-no.gram \'lamsns,gram\ n [NL
lamina or E lamin- + -gram] : a roentgenogram of a layer of
the body made by means of a laminagraph
lam.i.na.graph or lam-i-nosgraph \-raf, -raf\ n [NL lamina
or E lamin- + -graph] : an X-ray machine that makes roent-
genography of body tissue possible at any desired depth
— lam.i.na.graph.ic or lame.i-no-graph.ic \;-==grafik\
adj — lx{m-l-nag-ra-phy \,#='nagrafé\ or lam.i-nog.ra.phy
-'ndg-\ n -ES
lam.i.nal \'laman®l\ adj [lamin- + -al] 1 : LAMINAR 2 : pro-
duced with the participation of the front upper surface of the
tongue (as \sh\, \zh\, \ch\, \i\, \y\) .
lamina pro-pria \-'proprea\ n, pl laminae propri.ae \-1€E,
-re,1\ [NL, lit., one’s own lamina] ¢ BASEMENT MEMBRANE
lam.i.nar \'lamena(r)\ adj [lamin- + -ar] 1 : arranged in,
consisting of, or like laminae {cut felt parts exhibit no tend-
ency to separate into layers, despite the ~ formation of the
batt from which the material was fabricated —Story of Felt)
2 : of, relating to, or being a streamline flow {the ~ motion of
a fluid about a sphere —J.K.Vennard)
laminar flow 7 : streamline flow in a viscous fluid near a solid
boundary — contrasted with turbulent flow
lam.i.nar.ia \,lama‘na%a)réa\ a [NL, fr. lamin- + -aria]
1 cap : the type genus of the family Laminariaceae comprising
chiefly perennial kelps with an unbranched cylindrical or
flattened stipe and a smooth or convoluted blade that is either
simple or deeply incised into segments 2 -s : any kelp of the
genus Laminaria; broadly : any kelp of the order Laminariales
— lam.i.nar.i-oid \;s+,++,0id\ a
lam.i.nar.i.a.ce.ae \,s,s-'as€;g\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lami-
naria, type genus + -aceae] : a large family of kelps (order
Laminariales) that includes many large kelps chiefly of north-
ern waters and in some classifications is considered coextensive
with the order — lam.i.nar.i.a.ceous \;-=,2=,ashas\ adj
lam.i.nar-.i.a.les \,==,=="a(,)1ez\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Laminaria
+ -ales] : an order of marine brown algae that include many
economically important kelps, are largely restricted to cold or
olar seas, are distinguished by a complex and often very
arge sporophyte which is usu. differentiated into well-defined
holdfast, stipe, and blade, and have microscopic gametthytes
lam.j.nar.i.an \!-=na(a)réan\ adj [NL Laminaria + E -an]
¢ of, relating to, or characterized by the presence of kelps
of the genus Laminaria
lam.i.nar.in \,ss'na(a)rdn\ n -s [ISV laminar- (fr. NL
Laminaria) + -in] : a polysaccharide found in various brown
al%ae that like starch yields only glucose on hydrolysis but
differs from starch in molecular structure and properties
lam.i.narite \'lamana,rit, ,=='na(a),r-\ n -s [INL Laminaria +
E -ite] : a fossil plant that is supposedly a seaweed related
to the kelps of the genus Laminaria
lam.i-nary \'lama,neré\ adj [lamin- + -ary] : LAMINAR
1lam.i.nate \-,nat, usu -ad-+V\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [lamina +
-ate (v. suffix)j vt 1 3 to roll or compress (as metal or plastic)
into a thin plate 2 : to separate into laminae 3 a ? to make by
uniting superposed layers of one or more materials (as by
means of an adhesive or bolts) — compare LAMINATED GLASS,
LAMINATED PLASTIC, LAMINATED WOOD D ¢ to unite (super-
posed layers of material) by an adhesive or other means (as-
halt is used to ~ sheets of paper —Science) {polyethylene
ilm has been laminated to paper for waterproof bags —Chem.
& Engineering News) ~ vi : to divide into laminae
21am.i.nate \-_nd|t, -,nal, usu §d-+V\ adj [lamina + -ate (adj.
suffix)] 1 : consisting of a lamina or laminae : LAMINATED
2 : bearing or covered with laminae )
3laminate \*“\ »n -s ['laminate] ¢ a product made by laminat-
ing; specif ¢+ LAMINATED PLASTIC
lam-i-nat-ed \-,nad-3d, -atd3d\ adj [lamina + -ate + -ed]
1 : LAMINATE 1 (shale is ~ clay —Chem. Industries) {chocolate
cake ~ in very fine layers with a light creamy paste between
—Edmund Wilson) 2 [fr. past part. of laminate]  made by
laminating : composed of layers of firmly united material
{glued ~ arches are ideal for many kinds of buildings —Archi-
tectural Record)
laminated glass n : plate consisting of two or more sheets of
. glass with plastic sheeting bonded between to resist shattering
— called also safety glass, shatterproof glass
laminated plastic n ; a plastic made of superposed layers of
paper, wood, or fabric bonded or impregnated with resin and
compressed under heat
laminated sSpring n : LEAF SPRING
laminated wood » : layers of wood glued or otherwise united
with the grains parallel to form boards or timbers — compare

PLYWOOD

lam.i.na.tion \,lama'nashan\ n -s 1 a : the process of lami-
nating D : the quality or state of being laminated ¢ : a
laminated structure d : LAMINA — compare STRATIFICATION
2 : a crack parallel to the principal surfaces of sheet metal
3 or la-mi.a.tion \,lamé'ashon\ : a single stratum of a
stratified ecological community

lam.i-na.tor \'lams,nad-a(r), -ats-\ n -s : one that laminates;
esp : one that makes a laminated plastic

lam.in.board \'laman,s\ n [lamin- + board] : a veneered
wood consisting of a core of parallel sheets cemented together
and faced with plies with the grain of the latter usu. at right
angles to that of the core

-i-nec.to-my \,lamo'nektomé\ n -es [ISV lamin- +

-ectomy] : surgical removal of the posterior arch of a vertebra

laming pres part of LAME

lamini- — see LAMIN-

lam.i.ni.plantar \jlaman3+\ adj [lamin- + plantar] : having
a side of the tarsus covered with a single horny plate which
meets that of the other side in a ridge behind (as in most singing
birds except the larks) — opposed to scutelliplantar—lamei-ni-
plantation \,zzs+\ n -s

1am.i.ni.tis \,lama"nid-3s\ » -es [NL, fr. lamin- + -itis] ¢ in-
flammation of a lamina esp. of a horse’s foot that is accom-
panied by heat, pain, and lameness and is caused by over-
exertion on hard footing or more often is secondary to some
other condition (as digestive disturbances due to overeating)
: 3FOUNDER 1

lamino- — see LAMIN-

laminogram var of LAMINAGRAM

laminograph var of LAMINAGRAPH

lam-i.-nose \'lams,nds\ adj [lamin- + -ose] ¢ LAMINATE

lam.i.no.si.op-tes \,zz(,)no,si'dp(,)t€z\ n, cap [NL, fr.

lamin- + -sioptes (prob. fr. Gk sigpan to keep quiet, be still? ]:a

genus of oval sarcoptoid mites that live subcutaneously in
poultry and other birds and apparently cause no damage to
the host

lam-i-nous \'lamonass\ adj [lamin- + -ous] : LAMINATE

lam.ish \'lamish\ adj ['lame + -ish] : somewhat lame

lamister var of LAMSTER

lam.i-ter var of LAMETER

la-mi.um \'lam&m\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, dead nettle, fr. (as-
sumed) Gk lamion, dim. of lamia monster — more at LEMUR]
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¢ a genus of Old World herbs (family Labiatae) having cordate
dentate leaves and showy galeate flowers with basal style and
3-sided nutlets — see DEAD NETTLE, HENBIT

lamm var of LAM

lam.mas \'lamas\ n -Es [ME Lammasse, Lammesse, fr. OE
hlafmasse, fr. hlaf bread, loaf + masse mass; fr. the fact that
formerly loaves made from the first ripe grain were conse-
crated on this day — more at LOAF, MAss] 1 or lammas day
usu cap L & D @ the first day of August 2 or lam.mas.tide
\-moa,stid\ usu cap : the time of year around Lammas day

2lammas \“\ vi ['lammas (influenced in meaning by 1lam)]
dial Eng 2 to go or depart esp. in a hu

ammas lands or lammas meadows n pl, usu cap Ist L [so
called fr. their becoming common on Lammas day] Eng law
: lands or meadows held in severalty during the crop-raising
period but subject to rights of common at other times (as for
pasturage)

lammas shoot n, often cap L : a young leafy shoot produced
usu. in late summer by a woody plant (as an oak) from a bud
that would normally open the following spring

lammed past of LAM

lam.mer \'lamoar\ n -s [ME (northern dial.) lambre, laumbre,
fr. MF 'ambre the amber, fr. I, le the + ambre amber,
ambergris — more at AMBER ] chiefly Scot 3 AMBER

lam.mer.gei-er or lam-mer-gey-er also lam.mer.geir or
laem.mer.gei-er \'lama(r).gi&a)r, ‘lem-\ n -s [G ldmmer-
geier, fr. limmer (pl. of lamm lamb, fr. OHG lamb) + geier
vulture, fr. OHG gir — more at LAMB, GIER-EAGLE] : the
largest European bird of prey (Gypaetus barbatus aureus)
indigenous to mountain regions from the Pyrenees to northern
China, having a length of about 314 feet and often a wing-
spread of nearly 10 feet, and resembling both the eagles and
the vultures — called also bearded vulture

lamming pres part of LAM

lam.na \'lamns\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk, a shark, prob. alter. of
lamia devouring monster (or, a §hark) — more at LEMUR] : the
type genus of the family Lamnidae comprising the porbeagle
and a few related forms

lam-.ni-dae \-na,d€\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lamna, type genus +
-idae] : a family of large fierce pelagic sharks including the
porbeagle and related forms — see MACKEREL SHARK — lam-
noid \-,néid\ adj or n

la.-mo-na \la'mona\ n (Frob. fr. Lamona, Wash.] 1 usu ca,
¢ an American breed of white, short-legged domestic fowg
2 -s often cap : any bird of the Lamona breed

1lamp \'lamp, -aa(s)-, -ai-\ n -s [ME lampe, lamp, fr. OF
lampe, fr. L lampas, fr. Gk,
torch, lamp, fr. lampein to give

light, shine; akin to OIr

lassaim 1  flame, OPruss 2
lopis, Hitt lap- to glow, be hot, 1

ON leiptr lightning] 1 a2 a

light-giving device: as (1) : a

device with an oil reservoir

and a wick that gives light as it

burns (2) 3 a glass bulb en- 3

closing a filament that glows
because of its resistance to
electric current (3) : any of
various other devices that
produce artificial light (gas ~
(acetylene ~) (fluorescent ~
b ¢ a source of natural light
(as the sun, the moon, or a ) .
star) (the ~s of heaven) ¢ : any of various devices for the
application of heat: as (1) 2 an agparatus for drying foundry
molds during their fabrication (2) ¢ a therapeutic heat lamp
2 : a source of intellectual, moral, or spiritual illumination
(thy word is a ~ to my feet and a light to my path —Ps 119:
105 (RSV)) {wanted them to be ~s unto themselves —Emma
Hawkridge) 3 & EYE (my wasting ~s —Shak.) (turned her
hot ~s on me —R.P.Warren) (imagine walking up to the
altar with one ~ in deep mourning —H.C.Witwer) — of the
lamp adv (or adj) : of laborious study or excogitation : of
strain or effort : without spontaneity, inspiration, or real%:y
refined or artificial, smelling a little of the lamp —B.N.

ardozo) (“overgrazing’’ is a theory born of the lamp —Rus-

sell Lord) 5 -

21amp \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vt 1 archaic $ to furnish with lamps
2 : to light or brighten by or as if by lamps (scattered lights
~ing the rush and roll of the abyss —Robert Browning)
3 slang 2 to look at ¢ EYE, SEE (I've ~ed two dicks — had their
eye on us all day —Elmer Davis) (for the love of Patrick
Henry, ~ that! —Cosmopolitan) ~ vi : to shine as or like a
lamp (the Spirit-Seven companioning God's throne they ~
before —Robert Browning) .

3lamp \"“\ vi -ED/-ING/-S [gprob‘. of imit. origin] chiefly Scot
3 to walk Wuickly taking lon? strides

lam.pad \'lam,pad\ n -s [L lampad-, lampas — more at LAMP]
2 LAMP, CANDLESTICK — used of the seven lamps of fire in
Rev 4:5 (till wheeling round the throne the ~s seven (the mys-
tic words of heaven) permissive signal make —S.T.Coleridge)

lam-xa-dite \'lampa,dit\ 7 -s [F, fr. Wilhelm A. Lampadius
11842 Ger. chemist + F -ife] : a bog manganese containing
copper and often cobalt oxides

lam-pa-ra \'lampars\ or lampara net n -s [prob. fr. Sp
ldmpara, lit., lamp, fr. OSp ldmpada, fr. L L d-, I -_
more at LAMP] ¢ a fishing net that somewhat resembles a purse
seine and is used esp. for taking bait fishes

1lam.pas \'lampss\ n -Es [ lawmpas, a kind of glossy
crape, fr, MD lampers — more at LAMBREQUIN] ¢ a brocaded
fabric of silk and rayon or cotton having jacquard-woven
designs in two or more colors and used chiefly for upholstery

2lampas \*, -paz\ n -Es [MF, fr. OF] : a congestion of the
mucous membrane of the hard palate just posterior to the
incisor teeth of the horse due to irritation and bruising from
harsh coarse feeds

lam.pat.ia \lam'pad-€s\ n -s [ Nepali lampatiya, fr. lam long
(fr. Skt lamba pendent, long, fr. lambate it hangs down) + pat
leaf, fr. Skt pattra wing, feather, leaf; akin to Skt patati he
flies, falls — more at FEATHER, LIMP] $ KOKAN

11ampblack \'s,=\ n [Vlamp + black] 1 3 a fine bulky black
soot deposited (as from the flame of a smoking oil lamp) in
incomplete combustion of carbonaceous materials; esp : a
soot obtained by burning liquid hydrocarbons (as creosote
oil or petroleum fuel oils) that is characterized by a duller less
intense black than channel black and other carbon blacks, by
a_blue undertone, and by a content of varying amounts of
oily matter in addition to carbon and that is used chiefly as a
pigment (as in paints, enamels, printing inks, and concrete) and
as a source of carbon for electric brushes — usu. distinguished
from carbon black 2 : a nearly neutral slightly bluish black
that is darker and slightly greener than Quaker blue

2lampblack \“\ vz : to cover, coat, or smear with lampblack
: blacken with lampblack (~ed platinum —Agnes M. Clerke)

lampbrush chromosome \'s,s-\ 7 : a greatly enlarged pachy-
tene chromosome having apparently filamentous granular
loops extending from the chromomeres that is esp. character-
istic of certain animal oocytes

lam.per \'lampa(r)\ vi -ED/-ING/-s [3lamp + -er] dial Eng
: to walk or go heavily

lam.per eel \lampa(r)&()I\ n [lamper alter. of lamprey]
1 orlamper -s : LAMPREY 2 : CONGO SNAKE

lam-pern \'lampa(r)n\ n -s ‘(ME lamproun, lampurn, fr. MF
lamprion, lampreon, dim. of lamproie lamprey — more at
LAMPREY] : a European river lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis)

lame.pers \'lampa(r)z\ n -Es [by alter.] : 2LAMPAS

lamp furnace n, obs : a furnace heated by a lamp

lamp holder » : an electric lamp socket

lamphole \'s,=\ 7z : a vertical pipe or shaft between manholes
into which a light may be lowered for inspecting a sewer

lamphouse \'s,=\ # : a light housing on an instrument (as a
motion-picture projector, photographic enlarger, microscope)

lamping adj [fr, pres., part, of 2lamp] archaic i SHINING,
FLASHING

lamepison \'lampéan\ n -s [F, fr. It lampione, aug. of lampa
lamp, fr. F lampe — more at LAMP] archaic 3 a small lamp
(as a pot of oil with a wick) formerly used at illuminations

lamp-iron \'s,=(z)\ n : a projecting iron rod from which to
hang a lamp

lamps 1a: I ancient oil lamp,
2 kerosine lamp, 3 electric

desk lamp

lanas disease

lamp-ist \'lampast\ n -s [F I
-ist] ¢ a maker or tender of lamps

lamp.ist.ry \-tré\ n -Es [F lampisterie, fr. lampiste + -erie
-ery] @ the work of a lampist X

lamp.less \'lampl3s\ adj : lacking lamps : DARKENED, UN-

LIGHTED

lamp.let \-plst\ n -s ¢ a small lamp

lamplight \'~,»\ n : the light of a lamp {the ~ seemed to
brighten —Wiila Cather)

lamplighter \'+,22\ n 1 : one that lights a lamp: as a ¢ a
Ferso_n who lights streetlights b : a spill of paper or wood
or lighting lamps 2 : any of certain fishes of the genus
Pomoxis; esp : WHITE CRAPPIE

lamplit \'z,=\ adj : lighted by a lamp {(solitude had come again
... and the ~ paper —Virginia Woolf)

lamp-man \'lampmeon\ 7, p/ lampmen : a workman who
takes care of lamps (as in a mine or on a railway)

lampoiln 1 2 oil for use in lamps 2 chiefly Midland 3 KEROSINE

lam-pong \'lim,pén\ r, pl lampong or lampongs usu cap
[Malay] 1 a : an Indonesian people inhabiting southern
Sumatra b : a member of such people 2 : the Austronesian
language of the Lampong people

lam.poon \(")lam}piin, (*)laam-\ n -s [F lampon, prob. fr.
lampons! let us guzzle! (a frequent refrain in 17th cent.
French satirical poems), st pers. pl. imperative of lamper
to guzzle, fr, MF, of imit. origin] f ¢ a polemic satire usu.
directed against an individual ¢had written a “scurrilous ~"
in Latin verse about him —Douglas Stewart) {corridors hung
with colored ~s of English barristers —Louis Auchincloss)
— compare PASQUINADE 2 : a light mocking satire (the old
farces and later musical ~s —G.J.Nathan)

2lampoon \“\ vt -ED/-ING/-s : to make the subject of a
lampoon : RIDICULE, SATIRIZE gapart from her singing satires,
she also ~s piano styles —Clyde Gilmour) (was viciously
~ed by the cartoonists —Newsweek) (the aristocracy he had
r;ied r;\ercilessly for many years rose to his defense —Current

0g.

lam-poon.er \-na(r)\ n -s ¢ a maker of lampoons

lam-poon.ery \'piin(2)r&, -ri\ n -Es : the satire of a lampooner

lam-poon-ist \-nast\ 7 -s : LAMPOONER

lamppost \'s,z\ n 3 a post supporting a usu. outdoor lamp or
lantern (as a streetlight)

lam.prey \'lampre\ or lamprey eel n -s [ME, fr. OF lampreie,

lamgroie, fr. ML lampreda, alter. of LL naupreda, nauprida,

prob. fr. Gaulish] : any of various freshwater and salt-water
vertebrates that constitute the order Hyperoartia, are widely
distributed in temperate and subarctic regions, and resemble
ecls but have a large circular jawless suctorial mouth with
numerous small conical teeth in a _cuplike cavity and one to
three larger ones on the palate, a single nostril consisting of a
blind sac, seven gill pouches opening internally into a canal
lying below and communicating with the esophagus just be-
hind the mouth, and small eggs which produce toothless eye-
less ammocoetes larvae — see PETROMYZON, SEA LAMPREY

lam.prid.i-dae \lam'prids,dé\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lamprid-,
Lampris, type genus (fr. Gk lampros bright) + -idae] 3 a
family of fishes (order Allotriognathi) comprising a single
genus and includin solel?' the opah

lampro- comb form %NL, r. Gk, fr. lampros bright, fr. lampein
to give light, shine — more at Lamp] $ bright {lamprophyre)

lame.pro.pel.tis \,Jampra'peltds\ n, cap [NL, fr. lampro- +
-peltis (fr. Gk pelté small shield) — more at PELTA] ¢ a genus
of American colubrid snakes comprising the king snakes

lam-pro-phyl-.lite \-'fi,lit\ n -s [lampro- + phyll- + -ite] i a
rare mineral Na,SrTiSi,Og consisting of a silicate of titanium,
strontium, and sodium

lam-pro.-phyre \'lamprs,fi(a)r\ n -s [ISV lampro- + -phyre;
orig. formed as G lamprophyr] : any of a series of dark rocks
of basaltic habit _that resemble trap, occur usu. in narrow
dikes, and sometimes contain glittering plates of biotite —
lam.pro.phyric \!=:ifirik, -fir-\ adj

lamps pl! of LAMP, pres 3d sing of LAMP

lampshade \'s,»\ n : a shade arranged to soften or direct
lamplight

lamp shell n ¢ a brachiopod shell esp. of the genus Terebratula
or a related genus

lamp.si.lis \'lampsalds\ n, cap [NL, alter, of Lasmacampsilis,
prob. fr. lasma- (intended as latinization of F lame lamina) +
Gk kampsis action of bending (fr. kamptein to bend, fr.
kampe bend, turning) + L -ilis gad]. ending) — more at
CcAMP] : a genus of No. American freshwater mussels includ-
ing the yellowback and the pocketbook N

lampstand \'s,=\ n ¢ a pillar, tripod, or stand for supporting
or holding a lamp . .

lampwick \'s,s\ n 1 : a wick or wicking for alamp 2 :a
European mint (Phlomis chhnitisi ) )

lampworker \'s,ss\ n : a glassblower who fashions objects
(as vials, radio tubes, artistic novelties) by lampworking

1ampworking \'s,==\ n : the process of fashioning objects from
glass tubing and cane softened to workability over the flame
of a small lamp — compare GLASSBLOWING )

11am.py.rid \'lampardd\ adj [NL Lampyridae] : of or relating
to the Lampyridae .

’!gmpmd \“\ n -s : a beetle or firefly of the family Lampyr-
idae

lam.pyr-i-dae \lam'pirs,dé\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lampyris, type
enus + -idae] : a ami'ly of beetles of medium or small size

aving usu. an elongate form and rather soft wing covers

which do not clasp the sides of the abdomen and including
many nocturnal s| ecies with luminous organs as well as some
species with wingless females — see CANTHARIDAE, GLOWWORM

lam-py-.ris \'lamparas\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, glowworm, fr. Gk,
fr. lampein to shine — more at LAMP] ¢ a genus (the type of the
family Lampyridae) including common European fireflies

1ams pl of LAM, pres 3d sing of LAM . _

lam.siek-te \'lam,sekts, 'l4m-\ or lame.ziek.te \-,ze-\ n -s
[Afrik lamsiekte, ir. lam lame, (fr. MD) + siekte disease, sick-
ness, fr. MD, fr. siek ill, sick; akin to OHG lam lame and to
OHG sioh sick, ill — more at LAME, SICK] Africa ; botulism
of phosphorus-deficient cattle due to ingestion of bones and
carrion containing clostridial toxins

lame.ster \'lamzta(r), -m(p)st-\ or lam.is.ter \-masta(r)\ n -s
[2lam + -ster or -ister (as in barrister)] : FUGITIVE; esp : one
fleeing or hiding from the émhce (fled to Canada, fought
extradition, and has remained a ~ ever since —D.W.Maurer)
(most people here are lamisters ... away from home because
they didn’t have it ?ood enoufh —A.J.Lleblmi)

1a.mut \1o'miit\ n, p/lamut or lamuts usucap la:a Tungus
maritime people dwelling about the Sea of Okhotsk b : a
member of such people 2 : the Tungusic language of the

Lamut people )

14n \'len\ n, pl 14n or 14ns [Sw, fr. OSw lzn fee, fief, fr. MLG
len; akin to ON lan loan — more at LOAN] ¢ an administrative
district, province, or county from which members of the First
Chamber of the Swedish parliament are elected on a propor-
tional basis

1an- or 1ani- or 1ano- comb form [L lan-, lani-, fr. lana — more
at wooL] : wool {lanolin) {lanthionine) (laniferous) (lanos-
terol)

LAN abbr local apparent noon i o

1an.ac \'la,nak\ 7 -s [laminar air navigation and anticollision]
2 a system of radar navigation that enables an airplane to avoid
collisions and to fly at desired altitudes before landing

1a.nai \la'ni, -n4,e\ n -s [Hawaiian] ¢ a living room open in
part to the outdoors : an outdoor space used as a living room
: a lounging terrace § PORCH, VERANDA

la.nao \la'nau\ n, pl 1anao or 1anaos usu cap : MARANAO

la.nar.kia \lo'nirk€s\ n, cap [NL, fr. Lanark county, Scot-
land, its locality + NL -ia] : a genus of fossil ostracoderms
from Silurian beds having the body covered with small
pointed hollow spines

lan.ark.ite \'lana(r? kit\ n -s [F, fr. Lanark cou_mf'. Scotland
+ F -ite] * a minera 'Pb;OSO. consisting of a basic lead sulfate
occurring massive or in monoclinic crystals

lan.ark.shire \'lana(r)k,shi(a)r, -,shis, -_sha(r)\ or lanark
adj, usu cap [fr. Lanarkshire or Lanark county, Scotland] : of
or from the county of Lanark, Scotland : of the kind or style
prevalent in Lanark

lan.as \'lanas\ or lanas disease n -Es [Jav, soft, melted]
2 BLACK SHANK

, fr. lampe lamp + -iste



lanate

1a.nate \'la,nat\ also la-nat.ed \-nad-3d\ ad
lana wool + -atus -ate, -ated — more at WOOL
fine hair or hairlike filaments : woOLLY . .
1a.nat.o.side \lo'nad-3,sid\ n -s [NL lanata (specific epithet
of Digitalis lanata, fr. L, fem. of lanatus woolly) + E -oside]
¢ any of three poisonous crystalline cardiac steroid glycosides
occurring in the leaves of a foxglove (Digitalis lanata):
a : the glycoside CqgHzs019 yielding digitoxin, glucose, and
acetic acid on hygro ys:fd— called a sol at’o.ﬂdi1 A tII s !h;
lycoside CqoH76020 yielding gitoxin, glucose, and acetic acl
gg hydrolysg Jca]le{i,also' lanatoside B ¢ ; the bitter glycoside
CasH76020 yielding digoxin, glucose, and acetic acid on hy-
drolysis and used similarly to digitalis — called also lanatoside

[L lanatus, fr.
: covered with

C

lan.ca.shire \'lapkas,shi(a)r, 'lain-, -,shis, - sha()\ adj, usu
cap Lfr. Lancashire, England] : of or from Lancashire,
England : of the kind or style prevalent in Lancashire X
2]ancashire \“\ or lancashire cheese n -s usu cap L : a white
moist cheese of loose friable texture from finely cut curds of
different ages . )
lancashire wrestling n, usu cap L : a British style of wrestling
whose object is to bring the opponent to the mat from a pre-
scribed standing position

1an-cas-ter \'lagkasta(r), 'lain-; 'lan,ka(i)s-, 'laan kaas-, ‘lap-
Jka(a)s-, “lain kais-\ adj, usu cap 1 [fr. Lancaster borough,
England] ¢ of or from the municipal borough of Lancaster,
England : of the kind or style prevalent in Lancaster 2 [fr.
Lancaster county, England] : LANCASHIRE _

lan.cas.te.ri.an \'s ka(a);stiréan, -kai;-, -kaj-, -tér-\ or
lan-.cas-tri-an \ (‘)=,ka(a)stréan, -,kais-\ adj, usu cap [Joseph
Lancaster t1838 Eng. educationist + E -ian] @ of or relating
to a monitorial system of instruction in which advanced
pupils in a school teach pupils below them

lancastrian \*\ adj, usu cap [fr. House of Lancaster, Eng-
lish royal family, at}(er John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster
11399 + E -ian] : of or relating to the English royal house of
Lancaster

2]ancastrian \"“\ » -s usu cap : a member or supporter of the
English royal house of Lancaster that derived from the fourth
son of the Plantagenet King Edward III and included Henry
1V, Henry V, and Henry VI — compare YORKIST
3lancastrian \“\ adj, usu cap [ Lancaster county & Lancaster
borough, England + E -ian] : of or relating to Lancashire or
Lancaster .

4]lancastrian \“\ n -s, cap : a native or inhabitant of Lanca-
shire or Lancaster X

lance \'lan(t)s, -aa(a)-, -ai-, -4-\ n -s [ME launce, fr. OF
lance, fr. L lancea] 1 ; a weapon of war consisting of a long
shaft with a sharp steel head and carried by mounted knights
or light cavalry 2a: LANCET 2 b : a spear with a sharp point
and keen cutting edges used by whalers; also ¢ a similar imple-
ment for spearing fish ¢ : a small implement used in the East-
ern Orthodox Church to cut particles from loaves of altar
bread d : a pointed blade or tooth in a router or other tool
for cutting the grain along or around the path of the tool
3 a : a medieval military unit comprising a knight and his
retinue b : a soldier armed with a lance ¢ LANCER 4 obs : a
shoot of a tree 5 ¢ a small iron rod that suspends the core of
a foundry mold in casting a shell 6 : one of the small paper
cases filled with combustible composition used esp. for mark-
ing the outlines of a fireworks set piece 7 : OXYGEN LANCE

2]lance \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-s [ME launcen, fr. MF lancier, lancer,
fr. LL lanceare to handle a lance, pierce with a lance, fr. L
lancea lance] vt 1 : to pierce with a lance or similar weapon
2 : to open with or as if with a lancet : to make an incision in
or into (~ a boil) (~ a vein) 3 I LAUNCH, HURL, FLING
{signal lamps lanced Sﬁreading cones —Wirt Williams) (~
himself short and straight, lower the muleta so the bull would
follow it, and ... put the sword in —Ernest Hemingway)
~ vi ¢ to move forward by or as if by cutting one's way
{bombers would buzz overhead and ~ toward shore —Nor-
man Mailer) (tanks lanced on into the German bulge —Time)

dlance var of LAUNCE :

lance bucket » : a socket attached to a saddle for holding the
butt of a cavalry lance

lance corporal n [lance (as in lancepesade) + corporal] 1 : a
private appointed to perform temporarily the duties of a cor-
poral : an acting corporal 2 : a marine enlistee just below
the lowest noncommissioned officer and above a private first
class

lanced \-n(t)st, -ns3d\ adj [ 'lance + -ed] : shaped and pointed
like a lance {~ foliage)

lance-.field group \-n(t),sféld-\ aiso lancefield’s group or
lancefield grouping n, usu cap L [after Rebecca Lancefield
b1895 Am. bacteriologist] : one of the serologically distin-
guishable groups (as group A, group B) into which strepto-
cocci can be divid

lance-gay \-n(t)s,ga\ n -s [ME launcegay, fr. MF lancegaie,
fr. lance + -gaie (as in archegaie, azagaie, a kind of lance) —
more at ASSEGA1] ¢ a medieval lance or throwing spear

lance head \'s,=\ or lance-headed snake \'s,#«-\ n [trans.
of F fer-de-lance] : FER-DE-LANCE

lance=jack \'s,s\ n [lance (as in lancepesade) + jack]
chiefly Brit 3 LANCE CORPORAL

lance-knight \'s,s\ n [intended as trans. of G lanzknecht, by
folk etymology (mfluencc of lanze lance) fr. landsknecht —
more at LANSQUENET] : LANSQUENET 1

lance-let \-n(t)slst\ n -s [Vlance + -let] 1 obs : LANCET
2 : any of certain small elongate translucent marine animals
that constitute Branchiostoma and related genera making up
the Cephalochorda and that become from half an inch to four
inches long and are found burrowing in the sand in shallow
waters on the coasts of warm and warm-temperate seas in
many parts of the world — see AMPHIOXUS

lancelike \'s,»\ adj : slender and pointed like a lance

lance-linear \'s}ss+\ adj : narrowly lanceolate

lance.-man \-n(t)sman\ n, p/ lancemen : a soldier armed with
a lance or pike

lance-oblong \'s;s,s\ adj : oblong and lanceolate (lance-ob-
long leaf)

lan.ce.o-lar \'lan(t)séala(r), lan'sé-\ adj [L lanceola (dim. of
lancea lance) + E -ar] ; LANCEOLATE

lan.ce.o.late \-l3t, - lat\ also lan.ce.o-lat.ed \-,lad-3d\ adj
[lanceolate fr. LL lanceolatus, fr. L lanceola + -atus -ate;
lanceolated fr. LL lanceolatus + E -ed] : shaped like a lance
head : tapering to a point at the apex and sometimes at the
base (~ leaf) {(~ prism) — lan.ce.o-late:.ly adv

lancepesade n -s [MF & OIt; MF lancepessade, fr. Olt lancia
spezzata battle-trained or seasoned soldier, select soldier, lit.,
broken lance, fr. lancia lance (fr. L lancea) + spezzata, fem. of
spezzato, past part. of spezzare to break into pieces, fr. s- dis-
(fr. L dis-) + pézza piece, fr. ML petia — more at PIECE] obs
2 LANCE CORPORAL

lancepod \'s,=\ n : an Australian leguminous plant of the
genus Lonchocarpus; esp : BLOODY BARK

lanc.er \'lan(t)sa(r), -aan-,-ain-,-an-\ n -s [MF lancier, fr.
lance + -ier -er — more at LANCE] 1 : one who carries a lance;
specif 3 a light cavalry soldier armed with a lance (the 16th
(Queen’s) Lancersy 2 lancers pl but sing in constr [F
lancier, fr. MF] a ! a set of five quadrilles each in a different
meter b : the music for the lancers

lances pl of LANX or of LANCE, pres 3d sing of LANCE

lance sergeant » : a corporal appointed to perform temporarily
the duties of a sergeant : acting sergeant

lance snake n : FER-DE-LANCE

lan.cet \'lan(t)sat, -aan-,-ain-,-an-\ n -s [ME lancette, fr. MF,
dim. of lance] 1 obs @ : LANCE D ! DART, JAVELIN 2 : a
sharp-pointed and commonly two-edged surgical instrument of
various forms used to make smallincisions (asin a vein or a boil)
3 a (1) : LANCET WINDOW (2) ¢ a single light in a traceried
window having the shape of a lancet window b i LANCET
ARCH 4 : an iron bar for tapping a melting furnace

lancet arch n : an acutely pointed arch — see ARrcH illustra-
tion

lancet architecture n : the early Gothic in England

lan.cet.ed \-sid-3d\ adj : having a lancet arch or lancet
windows

lancet fish » 1 : any of several large voracious deep-sea fishes
of the genus Alepisaurus (as A. ferox) having long pointed teeth
and a long high dorsal fin 2 : SURGEONFISH
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lancet fluke n : a small liver fluke (Dicrocoelium dendriticum
or D. lanceolatum) widely distributed in sheep and cattle and
rarely occurring in man i .

lancet window » ¢ a high narrow window with an acutely
pointed head and without tracery

lancewood \'s,2\ n 13 tough elastic wood
of various trees that is used esp. for
carriage shafts, archery bows, fishin
rods, and cabinetwork 2 : a tropica
American tree (Oxandra lanceolata) of the
family Annonaceae that furnishes most of 1
the lancewood of commerce

lanch \'lanch, -aa(?)-,-ai-,-a-\ dial var of

LANCE
lan.cha \'lanchs\ or lan.chara \lan-
‘chiira, -chara\ n -s [lancha fr. Sp or Pg;
SF, fr. Pg, fr. Malay lancharan, fr. lanchar l l
effortless speed; lanchara fr. Pg, fr. Malay [
lancharan] : a light sailing ship largely 1 .
used for trading in the East Indian ancet window
archipelago and the Philippines
lan.chow \'l4n}jo\ adj, usu cap [fr. Lanchow, China] : of or
from the city of Lanchow, China ¢ of the kind or style prev-
alent in Lanchow
lan.ci-form \'lan(t)ss,form\ adj [ISV ‘lance +
: shaped like a lance or lancet (~ window)
lan.ci-nate \-sa3,nat\ vb -En/-ING/-s [L lancinatus, past part. of

-iform]

lancinare to lacerate; akin to lacer mangled — more at
LACERATE] : PIERCE, STAB, LACERATE — lan.ci.-na.tion
\.z='nashan\ n -s

lancing pres part of LANCE

1and \'land, -aa(3)nd; when a consonant follows without pause
the d is sometimes lost, as in -nz for “lands" and -n,;slid for
“landslide’’\ n -s often attrib [ME land, lond, fr. OE land, lond,
akin to OHG lantland, ON & Goth land, OIr land open space,
area, OPruss lindan (acc.) valley, ORuss lyadina weed, under-
brush] 1 : the solid part of the surface of the earth in contrast
to the water of oceans and seas (sailing out of sight of ~) (a

narrow isthmus connecting two great ~ masses) (~ animals) |

{~ birds) (travel by ~) or to the air (air bombing prepared
for the advance of ~ forces) (attacked by ~, sea, and air)
2 a : a portion (as a country, estate, farm, or tract) of the
earth’s solid surface considered by itself or as belonging to an
individual or a people {out of the ~ of Egypt) {people of
faraway ~s) b : the people of a country (the ~ rose in re-
bellion) ¢ : REALM, DOMAIN {no longer in the ~ of the living)
{ a ~ of dreams) d : the country as distinguished from
the town; esp : farming country (the independent farmer and
his family are leaving the ~ —Eric Sevareid) (the only one of
his family to take to the ~) 3 a: ground or soil in respect to
its situation, nature, or quality (wet ~) (good ~) (mountain
~) {stubble ~) b obs : FLOOR, GROUND ¢ : the natural en-
vironment and its attributes within which production takes
place : the surface of the earth and all its natural resources
4 a : ground owned privately or publicly ¢ landed property
<{a house with ten acres of ~) (to divide ~s among heirs)
b law : any ground, soil, or earth whatsoever regarded as the
subject og ownership (as meadows, pastures, woods) and
everything annexed to it whether by nature (as trees, water) or
by man (as buildings, fences) extending indefinitely vertically
upwards and downwards € : an interest or estate in land;
broadly : TENEMENT, HEREDITAMENT — compare REAL ESTATE
d Scot : a building having a common entry but several flats
or tenements each containing one household 6 a : ground
left unplowed between furrows b : any of several portions
into which a field is divided for convenience in plowing
¢ : the unplowed portion of a field being plowed d : a strip of
land marked off gy furrows; also ¢ the length of such a strip
used as a measure of surface or length € Africa : the portions
of a farm suitable for cultivation : FIELD, PATCH {(mealie ~)
6 : an area of a surface partly machined (as with holes,
indentations, furrows, or grooves) that is left without such
machining: as a : the level part of a millstone between two
furrows b : the surface of the bore of a rifle between consecu-
tive grooves C : the metal between the flutes of a twist drill
d : the uncut surface between two adjacent grooves of a
gh_onograph record 7 : the lar of the strakes in a clinkers
uilt boat or of plates in a steel ship — called also landing
2land \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-s vt 1 : to set or put on shore from a
ship or other watercraft after a voyage or water trip : DISEM-
_BARK, DEBARK (I'Jl undertake to ~ them on our coast —Shak.)
2 a : to set down after conveying (the cab ~ed him at the
station) b : to cause to reach or come to rest in a particular
place, position, or condition <his recklessness ~ed him in
trouble) (unable to ~ a solid punch in the early rounds) (~ed
the quoit near the stake) ¢ : to bring (an airplane) to a
landing 3 a : to catch and bring to shore or into a boat
{~ a fish) b : to win, gain, capture, or secure usu. as the
result of artful effort or competition {(~ a job) (salesman ~ed
the order) (a treaty ~ed after long parleysi ~ a racing prize)
§~ a husband) ¢ Brit : to put in difficulties : EMBARRASS
committee found itself ~ed with a witness whose tactics
baffled and embarrassed it —New Statesman & Nation)
~ vi 1 a : to go ashore from a ship or boat; DISEMBARK
b of a ship or boat : to touch at a place on shore : come to
shore 2 a: to come to the end of a course or to a stage in a
journey : come to rest : ARRIVE (late that night we ~ed at a
motel) — often used with up (more likely ~ up in the desert —
Greville Texidor) b : to strike or meet the ground (as after a
fall, leap, flight) {(~ed in a heap at the bottom of the stairs)
{the ball must ~ inside the lines of the service court) (fell off
the porch and ~ed on his head) ¢ of an airplane : to alight on
the ground, the water, or other surface — land on : to come
down on : criticize or scold sharply {came in late for dinner
and the whole family ~ed on him)
3land \ “\ or 1ands \-dz\ interj [euphemism fr. Lord, Lord’s]
— used to express surprise or wonder {(~ sakes, why did you
do that) {~ knows where he went)
4land \'lunt\ n, p/ 1dn.der or laen.der \'lenda(r)\ [G, land,
country, province, fr. OHG lant land — more at 'LAND] ¢ a
unit of local government in Germany corresponding to a state
land agent n 1 Brit : one who manages the lands of an estate
2 a : an official administering public lands b : a broker acting
in the claiming or purchase of public or private land (as by
settlers)
land.art \'landart\ Scot var of LANDWARD
lan.dau \'lan,dau also -do sometimes -do\ n -s [fr. Landau,
Bavaria, Germany, where it was
first manufactured] 2 a four=
wheeled covered carriage with a
top divided into two sections
the back section of which can be
let down or thrown back while
the front section can be removed
or left stationary; also : a closed
automobile body with provision
for opening or folding the rear
quarter
lan.dau-let also lan.dau-lette \ilandalet\ n -s [landaulet fr.
landau + -let; landaulette alter. (influenced by -ette) of
landaulet] 1 : a small landau : a coupé with a folding top
2 : an automobile body with an open driver’s seat and an en-
closed rear section having one cross seat and a collapsible roof
land bank » 1 : a bank issuing its currency upon real property
2 ¢ a bank (as the Federal Land Bank) that invests in farm
mortgages and issues its own bonds to secure funds for the
purpose
land battleship or land cruiser n : 'TANK 3
landblink \'s,=\ n ['land + blink (as in iceblink)] : a glow that
is yellower than iceblink and that is seen in arctic regions over
snow-covered land
land.book \'lan(d),buk\ or land.boc \-bik\ n -s [landbook
trans. of OE landboc; landboc fr. OE landbéc, fr. land + béc
book — more at LAND, BOOK] : an early English charter
granting land
land=-bred \'s;<\ adj : not seafaring
land breeze n : a breeze blowing usu. at night toward the sea
from the more rapidly cooling land
land bridge n : a strip of land connecting two landmasses (as
two continents or a continent and an island)

landau

landing gear

land broker n, Brit : a real-estate broker

land caltrop n : a common tropical weed (Tribulus terrestris)
with yellow flowers and spiny fruit

land certificate n 1 : a document issued by a government
evidencing the official registration of the record of a title to
real property 2 : a preliminary or intermediate document
issued by a government evidencing that the grantee named
therein will become entitled to a patent or grant of specified
land upon fulfilling named conditions

land court n : a court having jurisdiction over registration of
title to land and matters incidental thereto

land crab n 1 : any of certain crabs chiefly of the family
Gecarinidae of the coasts of warm countries that live mostly
upon land and breed in the sea and that include many forms (as
Gecarinus ruricola) that attain considerable size and are eaten
by man 2 Austral : a burrowing crawfish (Eugaeus fossor)

land crake n, Brit : CORNCRAKE

land cressn 1 : WINTER CRESS 2 : BITTER CRESS | 3 NewZeal
: an annual swine cress (Coronopus didymus) having trailing
stems and causing taint of milk in cows

land crocodile n : MONITOR 3

L and D abbr 1 loans and discounts 2 loss and damage

land dayak n, usu cap L&D [perh. by folk etymology fr.
Landak, a subdivision of the Land Dayak, in western Borneo]
1 : a Dayak people inhabiting western Borneo 2 : a member
of the Land Dayak people

land diameter n ['land (surface of a rifle bore) ] : the diameter
of a rifled firearm measured between diametrically opposite
lands — compare CALIBER la

land drake n, Brit : CORNCRAKE

land.drost \'lan(d),drost\ also land-trost \-,tr-\ n -s [Afrik
landdros (formerly spelled landdrost), fr. land land, country
(fr. MD) + drost sheriff; akin to OHG lant land — more at
LAND, DROSTDY ] ¢ a Boer magistrate in a rural district of South
Africa prior to the establishment of British administration (the
special court . . . of three ~s with a jury —Manfred Nathan)

lande \'lu"d\ n -s [F — more at LAUND] 1 : an infertile moor
2 landes pl : sandy barrens bordering the sea in southwestern

rance

land-ed \‘landid, -aan-\ adj [in sense 1, fr. ME londed, landed,
fr. land, lond land + -ed; in sense 2, fr. past part. of 2land]
1 : having an estate in land (~ gentry) (~ interest) : con-
sisting in land or real estate or its possession : derived from
land {~ estate) 2 : DELIVERED {~ cost of merchandise)
1and-er \'landa(r), -aan-\ n -s [2land + -er] 1 : a worker
stationed at one of the levels of a mine shaft to unload rock
from the bucket or cage and load drilling and blasting supplies
to be lowered to the crew 2 : a quarry worker who guides and
steadies blocks of stone as they are hoisted from the quarry
and loaded on trucks or railroad cars

21ander pl of LAND

land.ert \'landart\ Scot var of LANDWARD

lan.des.ite \'landa,sit\ n -s [Kenneth K. Landes 61899 Am,
geologist + E -ite] : a mineral FesMn2o(PO4)16.27H0(7)
consisting of a rare hydrous ferromanganese phosphate
occurring as a brown alteration crust on reddingite

landfall \'s,=\ n 1 a : asighting of land when at sea; esp : the
first sight of land after a voyage (time of ~ is the most in-
teresting period in the voyage for the navigator —Benjamin
Dutton) <run your easting down and make your ~ —Alan
Villiers) b : the first sight of land after a water crossing by
airplane ¢ : a shore sighted from a shir at sea or an airplane
over water (saw the bright island ~s blooming under a sunny
sky —David Dodge) 2 :anapproach to or landing on a shore
(if the weather be thick, hesitate to attempt a dangerous ~
until the weather clears —G.W Mixter) 3 : LANDSLIDE

landfang n ['land + fang (catching)] obs & firm holding ground
for an anchor .

landfast \'s,=\ adj : fast on the shore {(~ ice) .

landfill \'=,=\ n : disposal of trash and garbage by burying it
under layers of earth in low ground

landflood \'=,=\ n [ME londflod, fr. lond land + flod flood —
more at LAND, FLOOD] ¢ an overflowing of land by inland water

landfolk \'s,=\ n, archaic : the people of a country

land force n : a military force serving on land as distinguished
from naval or air forces

landform \'s,s\ n : a feature of the earth’s surface due to
natural causes (plains, plateaus, and mountain ranges are
major ~s) ¢hills, canyons, sea cliffs, alluvial fans, moraines,
eskers, and dunes are among the innumerable minor ~s)

land-gav-.el or land.gaf.ol \'lan(d),gavsl\ n -s [ME & OE;
ME Ion?avel. landgavel, fr. OE lam{gajal, londgafol, fr. land,
lond land + gafol gavel — more at GAVEL] : land rent in early
England

land girl n, Brit:a woman farm worker doing work to replace a
man absent in military service .

land-grabber \'s,--\ n : one that seizes land illegally, un-
fairly, or selfishly: as a ; one who secures public land by
misrepresentation or fraud b Ireland : one who takes the
holding of an evicted tenant

land-grant college \'s,--\ or land-grant university » : one
of certain institutions for higher education receiving federal
aid under the Morrill acts of 1862 and 1890

land-grant deduction » : a deduction in freight and passenger
rates formerly received by the federal government on its traffic
over a railroad in consideration of land grants

land-grant road n : a railroad that under federal Land Grant
acts was aided in construction by grants of land

1and.grave \'lan(d),grav\ n -s [modif. of G landgraf, fr. MHG
lantgrave, fr. lant land, country, province (fr. OHG, land) +

rdve count — more at LAND, BURGRAVE] 1 : a German count
aving a certain territorial jurisdiction — compare BURGRAVE

2 : a county nobleman in the Carolina colony ranking just
below the proprietary

land.grave.ship \-v,ship\ 7 ¢ LANDGRAVIATE

land.grav.ess \-vas\ n -Es [landgrave + -ess] : LANDGRAVINE

land.gra.vi.ate \lan(d)'graveat, 's,=v€at, -eat\ n -s [MF
landgraviat, fr. ML landgravius, lantgravius landgrave (fr.
MHG lantgrave) + MF -at (fr. L -atus -ate)] : the office,
jurisdiction, or authority of a landgrave

1and.gra.vine \'lan(d)gra,vén\ n -s [modif. of G landgrdfin
fr. MHG lantgrevinne, fr. lantgrave + -inne (fem. suffix) ]
: the wife of a landgrave or a woman holding the rank and
position of a landgrave

landholder \'s,==\ n : a holder or owner of land |

landholding \'z,==\ n 1 : the state or fact of holding or own-
ing land 2 : property in land .

land-horse \'s,=\ n : the horse on a plow’s land side

landing 7 -s 1 a : a going or bringing on or to shore or land
b : an act of alighting or falling on the earth or other surface
{airplane ~) (forced ~) 2 a: a place for landing and taking
on passengers and cargo b : a place or platform where logs
are collected preparatory to further transportation by water or
land 3:alevel part of a staircase at the end of a flight of stairs
or connecting one flight with another 4 : a place usu. the
bank where the ore is discharged from a mine 5 : LAND 7

landing angle n : the angle of attack of the main supporting
surfaces of an airplane at the instant of touching the ground in
a three-point landing . .

landing beam » : a radio beam projected from a landing field to
indicate to the pilot of an airplane his height above the ground
and the proper path for a landing approach .

landing circle n ¢ a roughly circular course flown by an air-
plane just prior to landing esp. on a carrier .

landing craft n : any of numerous naval craft specially de-
signed for putting ashore troops and equipment esp. in am-
phibious beach assault .

1anding field » : an area of land prepared for the landing and
takeoff of airplanes

landing flap n : a flap that is mounted on the undersurface
near the trailing edge of an airplane wing and that when
lowered increases both the drag and the lift and thus permits
landing at lower speed X
landing force n 1 : LANDING PARTY 2 i the army or marine
component of an amphibious attack force i
landing gear » 1 : the understructure that absorbs the landing
shock and supports the weight of an aircraft when in contact
with the land or water 2 : a retractable support for the
forward end of a semitrailer when parked without the tractor
unit



landing light

landing light » : a floodlight mounted usu. in the wing edge of
an airplane for night landings X

landing man n : a worker who bunches logs at a landing

landing mat n : a mat of metal mesh or interlocking pierced
steel

planking used for making quickly assembled alf-weather
airplane runways

landing net n 1 : a dip net used in fishing te take the captured
fish from the water 2 : a rope net
dropped from the deck of a transport
to enable troops to descend to land-
ing craft

landing party n : a detachment of a
ship’s company organized for emer-
gency or ceremonial duty ashore

landing ship » : any of numerous
ocean-going naval vessels designed
for amphibious landings i

landing signal officer » : an officer
who assists pilots in landing aboard
an aircraft carrier — abbr. LSO

landing stage » : a usu. floating and
anchored platform at the end of a
pier or wharf for the landing and
embarking of passengers and freight; sometimes : PIER, DOCK

landing strake » : the line of planking or plating second below
the gunwale of a ship

landing strip n : AIRSTRIP .

landing surveyor n : a British customs officer who appoints
and oversees the landwaiters

landing T or landing tee n : WIND TEE

landing waiter n : LANDWAITER

landjumper \'s,#=\ n ['land + jumper] : one that unlawfully
takes possession of land either owned by or in the possession
of another X

landlady \'s,#ss\ n 1 : a woman who owns real estate which
she rents or leases to others 2 : a woman who owns or
manages an inn, rooming house, or boardinghouse 3 Scot
: the mistress of a private house ! HOSTESS

land law 7 : law relating to property in land X

land leadn : a fassafe of water through an ice field

land league n : a league used as a land unit equal to three
statute miles — compare MARINE LEAGUE 2 : 'LEAGUE 2

land leech n : any of various bloodsucking leeches chiefly of
moist tropical regions that live on land and are often trouble-
some to man and other animals; esp ¢ a leech of the gnathob-
dellid genus Haemadipsa

ldnd.ler \'lentla(r)\ n, pl lindler or ldndlers [G, fr. G dial.
Landl upper Austria, where it originated + G -er (fr. OHG
-ari)] 1 : an Austrian couple dance of rural origin in triple
time that was a precursor of the waltz but slower and per-
formed with stamping somewhat dragging steps 2 : music for
the ldndler

land-less \'landl3s rapid -nl-\ adj 1 ¢ having no property or
estate in land {~ peasantry) 2 : containing no land {~ seas)
— land.less-ness n -Es ) :

landlike \'z,=\ adj : resembling land {crimson cloud that ~
slept along the deep ——Allred Tennyson)

landline \'=,s\ n 1 a line of transportation or of communica-
tion (as by telegraph) on land 2 : the boundary between land
and water or sky (sun came up too: it broke clear of the ~ —
Shelby Foote) X

1land-lock \'lan(d),luk\ n [prob. back-formation fr. land-
locked] : a landlocked state or place

2landlock \“\ vt [back-formation fr. landlocked] : to cause to
be landlocked : enclose within land

land.locked \'s,»\ adj ['land + locked] 1 : enclosed or nearly
enclosed by land (~ harbor) {(~ country) 2 : confined to
fresh water by or as if by some barrier — used of fish that
ordinarily seek the sea after spawning

landlocked salmon n 1 : a landlocked phase that is some-
times regarded as a distinct variety (Salmo salar sebago) or a
separate species (S. sebago) of the salmon of the Atlantic and
is native to lakes of eastern No. America from New Hamp-
shire to New Brunswick — called also Sebago salmon 2 : LAKE

landing net 1

TROUT

landlooker \'s,==\ 7 : CRUISER 4a

land.loper or land-loup-er \'lan(d)lsipa(r), -1Gp-, -lip-\
n -s [D landloper, fr. MD, fr. land + loper runner, fr. lopen
to run + -er; akin to OHG lant land and to OHG loufan to
run — more at LAND, LEAP] 1 ! VAGABOND, VAGRANT 2 obs
¢ LANDLUBBER

land.lord \'Ian(d?.lérd, -aan-, -16(3)d\ n [ME, fr. \land + lord]
1 : one who lets land to another ; the owner or holder of land
or houses which he leases or rents to another — compare
LESSOR (landlord-ridden countryside)} 2 : the master of an
inn or lodging house {my companion fetched out the jolly ~
—IJoseph Addison) 3 Scot: a host in a private house

land.lord.ism \-or,dizam\ n 1 : the state of being a landlord
: characteristics of a landlord in action, opinions, or speech
2 : the relations of landlords to tenants esp. as to leased agri-
cultural lands : the system or doctrine of the ownership of the
soil being vested in one who leases it to the cultivators (evils
of absentee ~)

land-.lord.ly \-ordI€\ adj : of, relating to, or characteristic of
a landlord (~ manner) {(~ rights)

land.lord.ry \-dré\ » -Es : landlords as a group or class

land-lord-ship \-d,ship\ n : the condition or position of a
landlord

land-lub-ber \'lan(d),laba(r), -aan-\ n ['land + lubber]
1 : one who passes his life on land : LANDSMAN 2 : one who
is unacquainted with the sea or unskilled in seamanshi
—d land-lub-ber.ish \-berish\ adj — land.lub-ber.ly \-rlée

adj.

land.lub.bing \-bin\ adj [landlubber + -ing] : living as a
landlubber : LANDLUBBERLY

land.man \'lan(d)man, -,man\ n, p/ 1Jandmen 1 obs : one of a
particular or specified country archaic : FARMER, RUSTIC,
COUNTRYMAN 3 ! LANDSMAN 2 4 : LEASEMAN 1

landmark \'s,=\ n 1 : a mark for designating the boundary
of land : a fixed object (as a monument of any sort, a river,
marked tree, stone, ditch) by which the limits of a farm, a town
or other portion of territory may be known and preserved
2 a : a conspicuous object on land that serves as a guide to
navigation at sea b : a natural object or man-made structure
that marks a course or characterizes a locality (the Armory
remains — a solid fortlike ~ of weathered brick —Amer.
Guide Series: Minn.y (a huge crooked tree was so prominent
a ~ for early French voyageurs — Amer. Guide Series: Mich.)
¢ (1) : an anatomical structure used as a point of orientation
in locating other structures (as in surgical procedures) (2)
anthrop : a point on the body or skeleton from which
measurements are taken 3 : an event, achievement, charac-
teristic, or modification that marks a turning point or a stage
(forty years after its composition the essay stands as a ~in
American criticism —Lionel Trilling) {a ~ in the shift of
American values —W.H.Whyte) 4 : a traditional guiding
p{écept or principle (the new generation is abandoning the
old ~s * e

landmark baptist \'~,--\ or landmarker \'s,s=\ n, usu cap
L&B [so called fr. the stress laid on what this sect regards as
the landmarks of Ba{:tist Christianity] : a Baptist of the
strictly denominational American Baptist Association which
originated in Texas and Arkansas in 1905 and took its pres-
ent name in 1924

landmass \'s,=\ n : a large area of land

land measure n : a unit or series of units of area (as square
rod, acre) used esp. in measuring land

land-mere n -s 0bs : BOUNDARY

land mine n 1 : a mine that is placed on or just below the
surface of the ground and is usu. designed to be exploded by
the w;xghl of vehicles or troops passing over it 2 : AERIAL
MINE

land.oc.ra.cy \lan'dikrasé\ n -Es ['land + -0- + -cracyl : a
cla? gaining prominence or power through the possession of

n

land office n : a government office in which the entries upon
and sales of public land are registered and other business
respecting the public lands is transacted

land-otfice business n : extensive and rapid business ¢ rush
of sales or transactions (travel agencies had done a land-office
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business —Tlmeg {three hotels are doing a land-office business
—New Republic . .

land of nod usu cap N [fr. the Land of Nod in the Bible (Gen
4:16); influenced in meaning by ‘nod; fr. the nodding i
drowsiness] ¢ the state of sleep (a friendly fat toad . . . who had
lately taken himself off to the land of Nod under the rough
bank fringing my lawn —David Gunston)

land of the leal usu cap both Ls, Scot ; HEAVEN

lan.dol-phia \lan'dilfés, -dol-\ n [NL, fr. J. F. Landolphe
11825 Fr. ship captain + NL -ia] 1 cap : a genus of Old
World tropical woody vines (family Aﬂocynaceae) having
large yellow or white cymose flowers with narrow lobes suc-
ceeded by large berrylike fruits — see CONGO RUBBER 2 -5 £ any
plant of the genus Landolphia

landolphia rubber n : CONGO RUBBER

landolt ring n, usu cap L [after Hans Landolt 11910 Swiss
physical chemist] : one of a series of incomplete rings or circles
used in studying visual discrimination or acuity

land otter n : any of various otters of Lutra and related genera
that are primarily terrestrial in contrast to the sea otter

land.own.er \'lan,dona(r), -aan,-\ n ¢ an owner of land

land.own.er-ship \-(r),ship\ n : ownership of land (rem-
nants of feudal ~ —J.P.Warbury) ) .

landowning \‘s,s=\ adj : having property in land (~ nobility)
: relating to landowners (~ interests)

land pike n 1 : HELLBENDER 1 2 : RAZORBACK 2

land pirate n 1 obs:a literary pirate 2 :onewhorobs on land:
as @ ; HIGHWAYMAN b : LAND SHARK 3 ! LAND-GRABBER a

1and pitch » : a hard Trinidad asphalt — compare LAKE PITCH

landplane \'s,s\ n ['land + airplane] ; an airplane designed
to land on and take off from land .

land plaster n : gypsum or gypsiferous rock ground fine for
use as a fertilizer and for correcting a puddled soil condition
caused by the presence of sodium and potassium carbonates

land-poor \'sis\ adj : pecuniarily embarrassed through
owning much unprofitable or encumbered land (a thousand
acres and we couldn’t afford to buy a cow. Do you know what
it means to be land-poor —Ellen Glasgow)

land power n 1 : military strength 2 : a nation having great
military strength — compare SEA POWER

L and R abbr lake and rail

land.race \'lan,dras\ n [Dan, fr. land land, country + race]
1 usu mf : any of several locally developed breeds or races of
swine of northern Europe; esp : a Danish breed of long=
bodied white bacon-type swine — called also Danish Landrace
2 often cap -s ; any animal of a Landrace breed

land rail n 1 : CORNCRAKE 2 : an Australasian rail (Rallus
philippensis)

landraker n, obs ¢ FOOTPAD, HIGHWAYMAN, TRAMP

landreeve \'s,=\ n : a subordinate officer on an extensive
estate who acts as the steward’s assistant

land reform n : legislative or other measures for effecting a
more equitable distribution of agricultural land esp. by divid-
ing large estates into small holdings

landright \'s,=\ n [OE landriht (akin to OHG lantreht law of
the land, OS landreht, OFris landriucht), fr. land, lond land +
riht right — more at LAND, RIGHT] : right or obligation con-
nected with occupation of or property in land

lan.dry’s paralysis \'landrez-\ n, wsu cap L [after Jean
Baptiste Landry 11865 Fr. physician] : motor paralysis
beginning in the legs and rapidly extending to the trunk and
arms]and finally to the muscles of respiration § acute ascending

aralysis

11ands pl of LAND, pres 3d sing of LAND

2]ands var of LAND

land.scape \'‘lanzkap, -aan-, -n(d),sk-\ n, often attrib [D
landschap, fr. MD 'Iandscap region, tract of land (akin to OE
landscipe region, OHG lantscaf, ON landskapr), fr. land +
-scap -ship; akin to OHG lant land and to OHG -scap -ship —
more at LAND, -SHIP] 1 a : a picture representing a view of
natural scenery (as fields, hills, forests, water) (~ painting) —
compare MARINE 5; SEASCAPE D : the art of depicting such
scenery 2 a : the surface of the earth : the landforms of a
region in the aggregate esp. as produced or modified by geo-
logic forces (most ~s are complex rather than simple —Leland
Horberg) {glacial ~s) (lunar ~) b : a portion of land or
territory that the eye can comprehend in a single view
including all the objects so seen (plans for altering the ~)
{~ engineering) 3 a obs : VISTA, PROSPECT b obs : a faint
sketch ¢ ADUMBRATION 4 obs : EPITOME, COMPENDIUM

2landscape \*“\ vb -ED/-ING/-S vt & to make a landscape of : to
improve by landscape architecture or gardening ~ vi : to
engage in landscape gardening

landscape architect n : one whose profession is the arrange-
ment of land for human use and enjoyment involving the place-
ment of structures, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, plant-
ings, and relationships with adjacent areas )
landscape architecture n : the planning and design of land-
scape by a landscape architect

landscape engineer n : one who is concerned with the prob-
lems of engineering in the field of landscape architecture
lan gardener n : one who is skilled in the development
and decorative planting of gardens and grounds

landscape management n : the care and maintenance of land-

sca:&e or ornamental plantings ) ) )

landscape marble n : a close-grained limestone with dark
dendritic markings suggesting natural scenery

landscape mirror n : CLAUDE LORRAINE GLASS )

landscape panel n ; a wooden panel so placed that the grain
runs horizontally

land.scap-er \-pa(r)\ 7 -S ! LANDSCAPE GARDENER

land.scap-ist \-psst\ # -s : a painter of landscapes

land scrip n : a certificate cnmlip% the holder to obtain a cer-
tain portion of the public land either by entry or the payment
of a portion of the price

land seal n : HARBOR SEAL .

land.seer newfoundland \'lan(d),si()r-\ or landseer n -s
usucap L&N [after Sir Edwin H. Landseer 11873 Eng. animal
painter] : a black-and-white Newfoundland dog

land’s end n : the extreme point of a country or region

land settlement n, India : the act of arranging the terms and
incidence of the land tax in specific areas

land.shard \'lan(d?sh:(r)d\ n ['land + shard] dial Eng : a
strlllp of unplowed land_between two pieces of plowed land

land shark n 1 : a swindler of sailors on shore 2 : LAND=
GRABBER a

landship \'s,s\ n 1 : a large transport wagon ¢
WAGON 2 i TANK

landside \'s,s\ n 1 : the side of something near water that is
turned toward the land 2 obs : SHORE 3 : the side of a fur-
row next to the land in plowing 4 : a sidepiece opposite the
plow moldboard sometimes forming a V with the share edge
(as in a bar share) or consisting of a revolving disk wheel that
guides the plow and receives the side pressure when the furrow
is turned — see pLOW illustration

land-skip \'lanzkip, -n(d),sk-\ archaic var of LANDSCAPE

lands.knecht \'lintskos,nekt\ n -s [G — more at LANSQUENET]
2 LANSQUENET

land-slater \'s,==\ n : woop LOUSE 1

landsleit [Yiddish landslayt compatriots (suppletive pl. of
landsman), fr. MHG lantsliute alter. of lantliute natives, com-
patriots, fr. lant land (fr. OHG) + liute people, fr. OHG liuti,
pl. of liut person, people — more at LAND, LIBERAL] pl of

LLANDSMAN
landslide \'s,=\ n ['land + slide] 1 ; the rapid downward
movement under the influence of gravity of a mass of rock,
earth, or artificial fill on a slope; also : the mass that moves
or has moved down 2 : a great majority of votes for one side;
esp : a one-sided election
2]andslide \“\vi 1 : to produce a landslide 2 : to win an
election by a_heavy majority
landslip \'=,-\ n : LANDSLIDE 1
lands.mal or lands.maal \'lin(t),smoél\ n -s often cap [Norw
landsmdl (formerly spelled landsmaal), fr. land country, land
+ mdl speech] : a literary form of Norwegian based on the
spoken dialects of Norway that dates from a grammar and
dictionary by Ivar Aasen about 1850 and was designed as a
national language distinct from that of Denmark — called
also New Norwegian; compare RIKSMAL
lands-man \'lan(d)zmen\ n, p! landsmen [land’s (gen. of

COVERED

langlaufers

tland) + man] 1 : a fellow countryman 2 : one who lives
on the land; esp : one who knows little or nothing of the sea
3 & obs : a sailor on his first voyage b : a sailor who has had
little experience and is rated below an ordinary seaman

2]ands.-man \'lintsman\ n, pl lands.leit \-tslit\ [Yiddish,
compatriot, fr, MHG lantsman, alter. of lantman, fr. OHG,
fr. lant land + man — more at LAND, MAN] ¢ a fellow Jew orig.
from the same town or section esp. of eastern Europe (friendfy
advice to a newly arrived ~)

lands-man.shaft \'lintsmon,shift\ n, p/ landsmanshaf.ten
\-ftan\ [Yiddish, fr. G Iaanmagmschajt association of com-
patriots, fr. landsmann compatriot (fr. MHG lantsman) +
-schaft (fr. OHG scaf- ship)] ¢ a Jewish association of land-
sleit organized esp. for social and philanthropic purposes

land snail n : a terrestrial gastropod usu. belonging to the
pulmonate suborder Stylommatophora

landspout \‘-.-\ n : a phenomenon like a waterspout but
occurring over land — compare TORNADO, WHIRLWIND

land station ~ : a radio transmitting station on land for com-
municating with mobile stations — compare AERONAUTICAL
STATION

la!fld] stgward n $ a person who acts for another in management
of lan

land.sturm \'lint,shturm\ n -s [ G, orig., call to arms rendered
by storm-warning bells, fr. land land (fr. OHG lant) + sturm
storm (fr, OHG) — more at LAND, sTORM] 1 : a calling out
of the militia : a general levy in time of war 2 : MILITIA,
HOME RESERVES

land-taxer \'s,-»\ n ¢ an advocate of land taxes

land-tax parish n :; a district in Great Britain separately
assessed for the land tax

l1and tie » : a tie rod or chain used to connect a retaining wall,
an outside flight of steps, or other structure to an anchor
plate embedded in the earth behind it . .

l1and tortoise or 1and turtle n ; any of various tortoises (family
Testudinidae) that are usu. slow and clumsy in their move-
ments and habitually live on dry land

land trash n : broken ice near shore

landtrost var of LANDDROST . i

1and trust » : an unincorporated association for holding real
estate by putting the title in one or more trustees for the
benefit of the members

land up vt : to fill, surround, cover, or block with earth (a
channel that had been partly landed up)

land urchin n ¢ HEDGEHOG X

land.vogt \'lint,fokt\ n -s [ G, fr, land land, province, country
(fr. OHG lant l'and) + vogt bailiff, fr. OHG fogat, fr. ML
vocatus legal representative — more at LAND, FOUD] ¢ the
governor of a German royal province or district

landwaiter \'-,=<\ n : a customs officer in England who takes
account of imports for purposes of taxation and watches over
and certifies to the observance of the prescribed form in the
shipping of exports

land.ward \'landwa(r)d, -aan-\ also land.wards \-)dz\ adv
[landward fr. ME, fr. land + -ward; landwards fr. landward +
-s] ¢ toward the land — to landward adv : toward land
: toward or on the landside

2land.ward \'landord\ adj 1 Scot : relating to or indicatin,
the country : RURAL (a decrease in the ~ population) (land-
ward-bred) 2 : lying or l:;ein%l toward the land : being on
the side toward the land {on the ~ side Oslo is encircled by
hills —Frederick Arnold) .

land warrant » : a transferable certificate from the land office
authonzm¥ a person to assume possession of a specified
quantity of public land

landwash \'s,=\ n 1 : the line of high tide
the sea on the shore

landway \'s,=\ n : a_path, road, or route on land (seaways
and ~s would continue to fulfil vital functions —William
of continents creates ~s over which

animals may migrate —F.E.Clements &

2 : the wash of

Walton) (urwarpin
terrestrial plants an

.W.Cheney

land.-wehr \'lint,var\ n -s [G, fr. MHG lantwer forces called
for defense of the land, fr. OHG lantweri defense of the land,
fr. lant land + weri defense — more at LAND, WEIR] i the part
of the organized national armed forces (as in the former Ger-
man and Austrian empires, Japan, Switzerland) that has
completed the required service with the colors and constitutes
the second line of defense .

land wheel n : the wheel of a sulky plow which travels on the
unplowed land )

land.whin \'land,hwin, -n,dw-\ n -s dial Eng : RESTHARROW

land wind n : LAND BREEZE ) L B

landwire \'s,=\ n : an electric service or communication line
strung over the ground

landworker \'s,s=\ n : FARMHAND

landwrack or landwreck n, obs : destruction of something on
land : RUIN, DEVASTATION

land yard n, dial Eng : a measure of length equal to arod or a
little more X i
lane \'lan\ n -s [ME, fr. OE lane, lanu; akin to OFris Ildne
lane, MD lane lane, ON lén row of houses, and perh. to Gk
elan to drive — more at ELASTIC] 1 @ : a narrow passageway
between fences or hedges that is not traveled as a highroad
b : an alley between buildings ¢ : a narrow way among trees,
rocks, or other objects (~ between rows of machines in a
factory) (traffic ~ of a department store) 2 : a narrow
passageway or track (a ~ between lines of men) 3 a or lane
route : a route across an ocean between specified degrees
of latitude or longitude in which all steamers traveling in the
same direction are supfosed to keeF in order to avoid colli-
sions b : a channel of water in a floe or field of ice ¢ : a
strip of roadway adequate to accommodate a single line of
vehicles d : AIR LANE @ : any of several parallel courses
marked out on a running track, rowing course, or swimming
tank in which a competitor must stay during a race f : a
bowling alley

2lane \“\ vb -ED/-ING/-s vi & to form a lane (long sash of
bloodred sun laning to the ship) & separate into lanes (laning
of flowing liquids) ~ vr ; to make into lanes {the road has
been four-laned)

3lane \*“\ Scot var of LONE

lane.ly \'lanli\ Scot var of LONELY

lane snapper \'lan-\ n [prob. fr. the name Lane] : a small
anap;lmr (Lutjanus synagris) found from Florida to northern

razi

lane.some \'lan(t)som\ Scot var of LONESOME .

la.ne.te \}lansjté\ n -s [Tag laniti] : any of several Philippine
trees or their wood: a : a valuable timber tree (Wrightia
laniti of the family Apocynaceae) with soft wood that is used
for carving and for musical instruments b : a tree (Allaeanthus
luzonicus) of the family Moraceae having leaves and flowers
that are cooked for food

laneway \'s,z\ n ['lane + way] Brit : LANE

N1ang \'lan\ now chiefly dial var of LONG

2]ang \", -4-\ # -s [native name in India] : GRASS PEA

lang abbr language . .

lan.ga.ha \lin'g#(,)h4\ n -s [origin unknown] : a brownish
red opisthoglyphous snake (Langaha nasuta) of Madagascar

lang.ban.ite \'lonba,nit\ n -s [gSw Idngbanit, fr. Ldngban,
Virmland, Sweden, its locality + Sw -it -ite] 3 a hexa onal
mineral (Mn,Sb,Ca,Fe,Mg)Os(SiO4) (?) occurring in iron-| lack
prismatic crystals consisting of a manganese, iron, and anti-
mony silicate and oxide (hardness 6.5; sp. gr. 4.92)

lang-bein-ite \'lin,bi,nit\ n -s [G langbeinit, fr. A. Langbein,

cent. Ger. chemist + G -it -ite] : a mineral K;Mg2(SOa4)3

much used in the fertilizer industry consisting of potassium
magnesium double sulfate in colorless isometric crystals

lang.hans’ layer \'lin,hinz-, -n(t)s\ n, usu cap Ist L [after
Theodor Langhans 11915 Ger. pathologist] ¢ CYTOTROPHO-
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lang.ite \'lap,it\ n -s [Victor von Lang 11921 Austrian
physicist + E -ite] : a mineral Cus(SO4)(OH)s.H20 (?) com-
posed of a basic hydrous sulfate of copper

lang.lauf \'lig,lauf\ n -s [G, fr. lang long (fr. OHG) + lauf
race, run, running, fr. OHG hlouf — more at LONG, LEAP]
: cross-country running or racing on skis — compare DAUER-

LAUF
lang.ldu-fer \-16ifa(r)\ n, p/ langldufer or langldufers
[G, fr. lang + ldufer runner, racer, fr, MHG loufezre, loufzre,



lang lay

fr. loufen to run (fr. OHG hlouffan) + -zre -er — more at
LEAP] ¢ a cross-country skier . i
1ay \'lan-\ n [prob. fr. tlang] : a lay of a wire rope in

which the wires in each strand are twisted in the same direction
as the strands in the rope

1ang-ley \'lanlé\ n -s [after Samuel P. Langley 11906 Am.
astronomer] ¢ a unit of solar radiation equivalent to one
gram calorie per square centimeter of irradiated surface

1an.go \'lin(,)ed\ n, pl 1ango or 1angos usu cap 1 a : one of
a group of Negro peoples in Uganda speaking dialects of a
distinct language b : a member of such people 2 : a Nilotic
language of the Lango people

1an.go-bard \'langs,bird\ n -s cap [L Langobardi, pl. —more
at LOMBARD] : LOMBARD 1

lan.go-bar-dic \!=-ibirdik\ adj, usu cap [L Langobardi + E
-ic] @ of or relating to the Lombards _

21angobardic \“\ or lan.go-bar.di-an \-d€an\ n -s cap & the
West Germanic language of the Lombard people .

langoon n -s [fr, Langon, town in southwestern France, its
locality] obs ¢ a French white wine .

lan.goo.ty \,lan'gtid-€\ n -es [Hindi ldgotT] : a piece of cloth
hanging in front from a waistband worn by lower-class
people in India

lan.gos-ta \lan'gista\ n -s [ AmerSp, fr. Sp, locust, European
lobster, fr. (assumed) VL lacusta, alter. of L locusta — more at
rocust] : a So. or Central American spiny lobster of the
genus Panulirus

1an.gouste \ (H14™gust\ n -s [F, fr. MF, fr. OProv langosta,
fr. (assumed) VL lacusta] : SPINY LOBSTER; esp ¢ the common
European lobster ( Palinurus vulgaris) .

lan.grage \'langrij\ also lan.grel \-ral\ n -s [origin un-
known] : shot formerly used in naval warfare for tearing
sails and rigging and consisting of bolts, nails, and other
pieces of iron fastened together or enclosed in a canister

lang-sat \'lig,sit\ or lang-set \-set\ n -s [Malay langsat]

S LANSEH
langs.dorf.fia \ ()lanzido(r)fea\ n, cagI [NL, fr. G. H. von
Langsdorff 11852 Ger. physician + NL -ia] ¢ a genus of
parasitic fleshy yellow herbs (family Balanophoraceae) with
purplish scales and flowers i i
lan;-shan \'lan,shan\ n [fr. Langshan, locality near Shanghai,
China] 1 usu cap ¢ an Asiatic breed of larfp single-combed
domestic usu. black or white fowls resembling the Cochins
but with longer neck, tail, and legs 2 -s often cap 2 any bird of
the Langshan breed
lang.spiel also lang-spu \'lanz,p&(a)1, -n(k),sp-\ n -s [Norw
langspil, langspel, fr. lang long (fr. ON langr) + spil, spel
play, fr. MLG spil; akin to OHG spil play — more at LONG,
ipu-il.] d: a harp formerly played in the Shetland islands and
celan
lang syne \(")lap‘zin, (*)lain-, -'sin\ adv (or adj) [ME (Sc)
lang sine, fr. lang long + sine, syne since — more at LONG,
SYNE] chieﬂ<‘Scot ¢ at a distant time in the past

2lang syne \“\ n, chiefly Scot : times past : old times {old
?enlsat . and talked politics, racing, or lang syne —Ruth
ar

lan.guage \'langwij, 'lain-, -wéj sometimes -nw-\ n -s often
attrib [ME langage, language, fr. OF, fr. langue tongue, lan-
guage (fr. L lingua) + -age — more at TONGUE] 1 : the words,
their pronunciation, and the methods of combining them used
and understood by a considerable community and established
by long usage (French ~) (Bantu group of ~s) {classical
Latin 1s a dead ~) (~ barrier between two countries)
2 a : audible, articulate, meanin%t'ul sound as produced by
the action of the vocal organs ¢ a systematic means of
communicating ideas or feelings by the use of conventionalized
signs, sounds, gestures, or marks having understood meanings
{finger ~) (~ of flowers) (~ of painting) (mathematics is a
universally understood ~) ¢ ¢ an artificially constructed
Frirparjly formal si'stem of signs and symbols (as symbolic
ogic) including rules for the formation of admissible expres-
sions and for their transformation — compare METALANGUAGE,
OBJECT LANGUAGE, PHYSICAL LANGUAGE, SENSE-DATUM LAN-
GUAGE, THING-LANGUAGE d : the means by which animals
communicate or are thought to communicate with each other
{~ of the birds) (dog ~) 3 a ¢ the faculty of verbal expression
and the use of words in human intercourse {~ exists only
when it is listened to as well as spoken —John Dewey) ¢ sig-
nificant communication b archaic : the faculty of speech;
e?; : ability to speak a foreign tongue 4 : a special manner
of use of expression: as a : form or manner of verbal expres-
sion (elegant ~) & characteristic mode of expression of an
individual speaker or writer : sTYLE (figurative ~) b : the
vocabulary and phraseology belonging to an art or department
of knowledge (legal ~) (~ of chemistry) (~ of diplomacy) (a
deep-voiced six-footer who talks the farmer’s ~ —Time)
€ : abusive epithets ¢ PROFANITY (shouldn’t of blamed the
fellers if they’d cut loose with some ~ —Ring Lardner)
B obs : TALK; esp ¢ CENSURE, ABUSE (safely venture to hold ~
—T.B.Macaulay) 6 a archaic ¢ a eogle or nation as distin-
uished by its speech (all the peo ll;, the nations, and the ~,
ell down and worshiped the gol(ren image —Dan 3: 7(AV))
b : a national division of an international order {(~ of Aragon
of the Hospitalers)

Syl TONGUE, SPEECH, IDIOM, DIALECT: LANGUAGE is likely
to indicate a more general and established and less specific
and individual means of communication (English and French
are languages, that is to say they are systems of habits of
speech, exactly like Eskimo or Hottentot or any other lan-

uage —R.A.Hall b. 1911) (the noble language of Milton and

urke would have remained a rustic dialect, without a litera-
ture, a fixed grammar, or a fixed orthography —T.B.Macau-
lay) TONGUE may suggest a more specific and narrowed con-
cept than LANGUAGE (a common language was the ancestor
of both of these tongues [English and German] —Publ's Mod.
Lang. Assoc. of Amer.) SPEECH may call attention to the
spoken rather than the written communication (they argued,
corresponded, delivered speeches, made jokes, and wrote
satires in Latin. It was not a dead language but a living
speech —Gilbert Highet) IDIOM may suggest the more indi-
vidual, gecxflc, lpecullar, and_different from the general (the
French-English idiom of Louisiana as Mr. Cable presents it;
the Negro-English idiom of the upper South as Mr. Harris
resents it —A.J.Nock) (returning to the idiom of the Ice-
andic saga and to the metric of Langland —C.D.Lewis)
DIALECT may refer to a variant of a language, esp. one re-
stricted to a limited area and one not entirely unintelligible
to speakers of the language of which it is a phase (the situation
with regard to the American Indian languages, with many
tribes speaking apparently unrelated languages which are in
turn subdivided into dialects, is extremely complex —Thomas
Pyles) (this language was once a dialect developed from a
language which may be reconstructed from the historic tongues,
and which is conventionally termed Proto-Teutonic —L.
H.Gray). In general literary use these terms are often inter-
changeable (from her early years she must have treasured u
those pithy bits of local speech, of native idiom, which enric!
and enliven her pages. The language her people speak to each
other is a native tongue —Willa Cather)
2| ge \“\ vt -ED/-ING/-S dial ¢ to express in language
3language \*\ n -s [by folk etymology fr. languet] : LANGUET 2a
language arts n pl : the subjects (as reading, spelling, litera-
ture, composition, debate, dramatics) taught in elementary
and secondary sci':oo[s that aim at developing the learner’s
comprehension of written and oral language as well as his
use of it for communication and expression
languaged \-jd; stressed s=\ adj [ME langaged, fr. langage
language + 1-ed] 1 :skilled in language & learned in languages
¢ having a langua%e : using a specified kind of speech — used
usu. with a qualifying word (well-languaged man) 2 : ex-
pressed in language (beautifully ~ sermons)
l?n-guage-less \pronunc at VLANGUAGE + 13s\ adj : having no
anguage
langue \'l44"g\ n -s [F — more at LANGUAGE] 1 : LANGUAGE
6b 2 : language that is a system of elements or a set of habits
common to a community of speakers — contrasted with parole
langued \'land\ adj [MF langue + E -ed] heraldry % having
the tongue visible and of a specified tincture (lion armed and

~ gules
langue de boeuf \jligda;ba(r)f, -b3f\ n, p/ langues de boeut

1270

\"\ [ME lqnge de boef, fr. MF langue de beuf, lit., ox tongue]

¢ a _pike with a blade very wide at the head and tapering
rapidly to a point used esp. in the 15th century; also : a short
sword or dagger of this sha

langue d’oc or langue.doc \lin'dok, lu"gdok\ n [F, fr. OF,
lit., language of oc; fr. the use of the word oc for “yes” in
contrast to the use of the word oil for “yes” in northern
France] : PROVENGAL

1langue.do-cian \lan(g) (w)sidoshan, (“)lanid-\ adj, usu cap
[ Languedoc, region in south central France + E -ian] ¢ of
or relating to Languedoc
2languedocian \“\ n -s cap
Languedoc 2 [F langue d'oc + E -ian] : the Provencal dialect
langue d’ofl \lin'doi(a)l; li"gdoil, -doel,-doy\ n [F, fr. OF,
lit,, language of oil; fr. the use of the word oil for “yes” in
contrast to the use of the word oc for “yes” in Provengall
2 FRENCH

lan.gues.cent \ (")lanigwes’nt\ adj [L languescent-, langues-
cens, pres. gart. of languescere to become faint, incho. of
langugre to be faint — more at SLACK] ¢ becoming languid or
fatigued

lan.guet also lan.guette \‘lapngw3t, (*)lanigwet\ n -s [ME
languet, languette, fr. MF languete, languette, dim. of langue
tongue — more at LANGUAGE{ 1 : something resembling the
tongue in form or function: as a : LATCHET 2 b2 a partof a
sword hilt that overlaps the scabbard ¢ : a tongue of land
2 a @ the inner tongue or flat plate opposite the mouth of an
organ flue pipe — called also Ianfgui b : the tongue of a
harmonium or organ reed ¢ : the finger key of a wind instru-
ment d : the tongue of a harpsichord jack 3 : one of the
small pointed processes on the median line of the branchial
sac of certain ascidians

lan.guid \'langwad, '1ain-\ adj [MF languide, fr. L languidus,
fr. languére to languish, be languid — more at SLACK]
1 : drooping or flagging from or as if from exhaustion : lacking
vigor : WEAK {arms too ~ with happiness to embrace him—John
Galsworthy) 2 : sluggish in character or disposition : DULL,
LISTLESS {(~ enjoyment of the daydream —Nathaniel Haw-
thorne) (stretched out a ~hand —Dorothy Sayers) 3: lack-
ing force or vividness ¢ sLow (heard . . . in a moment of ex-
hausted or ~ interest —A.T.Quiller-Couch) (contrast be-
tween his huge bulk and his ~, almost effeminate, demeanor
—Robert Hichens)

SYN LANGUISHING, LANGUOROUS, LACKADAISICAL, LISTLESS,
SPIRITLESS, ENERVATED: LANGUID may indicate an inability
or indisposition to exert or concern oneself owing to weak-
ness, malaise, or ennui (she turned and walked from the room
with languid deliberate steps; her air was curiously apathetic,
and she moved as though she were imolerabl{ weary —Elinor
Wylie) (struck by something languid and inelastic in her atti-
tude, and wondered if the deadly monotony of their lives had
laid its weight on her also —Edith Wharton) LANGUISHING
may suggest delicate indolence, often accompanying boredom or
futilely wistful pensiveness (the pair had completely lost their
pallid looks and languishing manners; they were as brights
eyed and agile as the hares —Elinor Wylie) LANGUOROUs ‘may
suggest the debilitated languidness characteristic of soft, deli-
cate living, effete shrinking from exertion, and indulgence
in emotional a i ity or an at e com-
patible with such languidness {reclining on the couch reading
a novel in languorous ease) LACKADAISICAL suggests an in-
different or apathetic and inattentive attitude militating
against exertion and for futile, halfhearted performance ¢had
the gift of instilling a corresponding vigor into all his lacka-
daisical black soldiers, who at first sight seemed to be hope-
lessly addicted to lolling under a bush, and inflexibly deter-
mined to do nothing —Kenneth Roberts) LISTLESS suggests
combined lack of sustained interest and appearance of languor,
esp. as brought about by ennui, boredom, or illness (was struck
by her listless attitude: she sat there as if she had nothing else
to do —Edith Wharton) {struck with the listless, slovel}ly be-
havior of these men; there was nothing of the national vivacity
in their movements: nothing of the quick precision perceptible
on the deck of a thoroughly disciplined armed vessel —Herman
Melville) SPIRITLESS applies to utter lack of fire, animation, or
force (for once she did not greet him with flowery excitement
but with a noncommittal “Hello”. She seemed spiritless
—Sinclair Lewis) (dominated the starving, spiritless wretches
under him with savage enjoyment —F.V.W.Mason) ENER-
VATED implies a tiring out, exhausting, and sapping, often by
luxury or sloth (the erervated and sickly habits of the literary
class —R.W.Emerson) {enervated by licentiousness, ruined by

rodigality and enslaved by sycophants —T.B.Macaulay)

2languid \“\ n -s [by alter.] : LANGUET 2a

lan.guid.ly adv : a languid manner

lan.guid.ness n -es : the quality or state of being languid
1lan.guish \'langwish, 'lain-, -wésh, esp in re.;ﬂpart -wash\
vi -ED/-ING/-ES [ME languish I issen, fr. MF [ iss-
stem of languir, fr. (assumed) VL languire, fr. L langul’rej
1 : to become languid 2 lose strength or animation ¢ be or be-
come dull, feeble, or spiritless 2 lose force or vividness {con-
versation ~ed) 3 FADE {plants ~ in the drought) 2 : to be or
live in a state of lessened or lessening strength or vitality
: DROOP {~ing spirits) : pine with longing {~ for years in
prison) : suffer neglect {contract . . . has ~ed in committee
ever since —Newsweek) 3 : to assume an expression of
weariness or tender grief or emotion appealing for sympathy
(~ed at him through screwed-up eyes —Edith Wharton)

2]languish \“\ n -es [ME, fr. languishen, v.] archaic 1 : the
act or state of languishing (one desperate grief cures with
another’s ~ —Shak.) 2 ! a languishing tender look or ex-
pression (the warm, dark ~ of her eyes —J.G.Whittier)

lan.guish.er \-sha(r)\ n -s ¢ one that languishes

lan-guish-ing adj

1 : a native or inhabitant of

nd sent

/i [ME, fr. pres. part. of languishen to languish]
la: losin%health and strength (could not rouse him from his
~ state) 2 LINGERING {~ illness) 2 : eeressmg longing,
desire, or tender sentiment {exchanged ~ glances) Syn see
LANGUID . .

lan. dish-l)ng-ly ady : in a languishing manner (drooped her
eyelids ~

lan.guish.ment \-shmont\ n -s [MF languissement, fr. lan-
guiss- + -ment] 1 archaic 3 the act or state of languishing
¢ ILLNESS, WEAKNESS, SADNESS, LASSITUDE 2 archaic ¢ tender-
ness of look or bearing $ amorous pensiveness .

lan.guor \'lap (%)a(r), *lain-\ n -s [ME langour, langor, fr. OF,
fr. L languor, fr. languere to feel faint, languish — more at
SLACK] 1 obs : enfeebling disease : SUFFERING 2 : a state of
the body or mind caused by exhaustion or disease and charac-
terized by a languid feeling ¢ LASSITUDE {~ of convalescence)
3 : listless indolence : DREAMINESS (certain ~ in the air
hinted at an early summer —James Purdy) 4 : DULLNESS,
SLUGGISHNESS § lack of vigor : STAGNATION {from ~ she
passed to the lightest vivacity —Elinor Wylie)

lan.guor.ous \-n(g)(a)ras\ adj [MF langoureux, fr. langour +
-eux -ous] 1 obs : GRIEVOUS, SORROWFUL 2 : producing or
tending to produce languor {~ climate) : characterized by
languor ¢haunting ~ verse —Times Lit. Supp.) Syn see LAN-
GUID

lan.guor-ous-ly adv : in a languorous manner {sprawling ~
on a sofa)

lan.gur also lun.goor \,lsn'gu(a)r\ n -s [Hindi ldgdr, prob.
fr. Skt langalin having a (long) tail] : any of various Asiatic
long-tailed monkeys that with the proboscis monkey and the
African guerezas constitute a family (Colobidae) and are of
slender build, usu. gray or brownish gray in color, and have
bushy eyebrows and a chin tuft

lani- — see LAN-

laniard var of LANYARD

lani-ar.i-us \,lang'a(a)ress, ,lan-\ n, cap [NL, fr, L, butcher,
fr. laniarius of a butcher] : a genus of African shrikes com-
prising the boubous

1ani.ary \'ss.eré\ adj [L laniarius of a butcher, fr. lanius
butcher (prob. of Etruscan origin like L lanista) + -arius
-ary] of teeth : adapted for tearing : CANINE

lani.ate \-g,at\ vt -ep/-ING/-s [L laniatus, past part. of laniare
to rend, prob. fr. lanius butcher] : to tear in pieces

la.ni.idae \la'nis,d€\ n pl, cap [NL, fr. Lanius, type genus +
-idae] : a family of dentirostral oscine birds consisting of the
true shrikes and various related birds

laning pres part of LANE

lanternmen

la.nis.ta \lo'nisto\ n, pl lanis.tae \-,stg, -,sti\ [L, of Etruscan
origin] ¢ a trainer of gladiators in ancient Rome

l1a.ni-us \'lan&s\ n, cap [NL, fr. L, butcher] : a genus con-
sisting of the typical shrikes

lank \'lank, -aigk\ adj -ER/-EST [fr. t{lassumed) ME lank, fr.
OE hlanc, akin to OHG hlanca loin, flank, ON hlykkr bend,
noose, L clingere to girdle, OSlay kledati to kneel; basic
meamn?: bending] 1 : slender and thin : not well filled out
: not plump {meager and ~ with fasting grown —Jonathan
Swift) (~ cattle) : SCANTY, MEAGRE gv grass) 2 archaic
: LANGUID, DROOPING (reared her ~ head —John Milton)
83 of hair : hanging straight and limp without spring or curl

yn see LEAN
lank.ji-1ly \-k3I, -li\ adv : in a lanky manner : so as to suggest
lankiness i
la'nli-i-ness \-k€nsds, -kin-\ 7 -Es ; the quality or state of being

anky 2

lank.ish \-kish,-k€sh\ adj : someWhat lank

lank.ly adv : in a lank manner : LIMPLY

lank.ness n -Es ¢ the quality or state of being lank

lanky \'lankg, -aig-, -ki\ adj -ER/-EST : tall, spare, and usu.
loose-jointed : BONY, RAWBONED (that tall, blond, ~ girl who
had followed him about everywhere —Louis Auchincloss)
Syn see LEAN

lan.ner \'lanagr)\ n -s [ME laner, fr. MF lanier, short for
faucon lanier, fr. OF, fr. faucon falcon + lanier cowardly, fr.
lanier woolworker, coward, fr. L lanarius woolworker, fr.
lana wool + -arius -ary — more at wooL] : a falcon (Falco
biarmicus feldeggii) of southern Europe or a member of a re-
lated variety in southwestern Asia or Africa that resembles the
fA\l'nencan prairie falcon; specif ¢ the female of one of these
alcons

lan.ner.et \!lanoiret\ n -s [ME lanerette, lanret, fr. MF
laneret, dim. of lanier lanner] : a male lanner

lano- — see LAN- -

lan.o.ceric acid \}lanajsi|rik-, -se|\ n [ISV lan- + cer- + -ic]
¢ a crystalline dihydroxy acid (HO).C.sHsyCOOH found
as an_ester in wool grease R

lan.o-lat.ed \'lan’,,ad-3d\ adj [lanolin + -ate + -ed] & con-
taining lanolin {(~ hand cream) (~ soap

lan.o.lin \'lan®l4n\ also 1an.o-.line \“, -°,€n\ n -s [ISV lan-
+ -ol + -in, -ine; orig. formed as G lanolin] ¢ wool grease
refined for use chiefly in ointments and cosmetics: a ¢ a
yellowish sticky unctuous mass absorbable by the skin and
containing incorporated water — called also hydrous wool fat
b : a similar brownish yellow anhydrous mass — called also
anhydrous lanolin, refined wool fat )

lan.o-lize \-°Liz\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [lanolin + -ize] 3 to add
lanolin or lanolin derivatives to (as soap)

la.nose \'la,nos\ adj [L lanosus, fr. lana wool + -osus -ose
1— n\wre at WOOL ] $ LANATE, WOOLLY —la.nos-i.ty \Ia'nisad-¢,
3'-\ n -ES

la.nos.ter.ol \lo'nisto,rol, -rol\ n -s [lan- + sterol] : a
crystalline tetracyclic alcohol C30H4sOH that occurs in wool

easel a;ld yeast and may be regarded as a triterpenoid sterol

lgs pl of LAN

Lans.downe \'lanz,daun\ trademark — used for a fine light-
weight dress fabric in twill weave with a silk or rayon warp
and a worsted or cotton filling

lan.seh aiso lan.sa \'lan(t)sa\ or lan.sat \-sat\ » -s [of In-
donesian origin; akin to Malay langsat lanseh] 1 : the edible
yellow berry of an East Indian tree (Lansium domesticum)
of the family Meliaceae 2 : the tree that bears the lanseh

lans-ford-ite \'lan(t)sfa(r),dit, -anzf-\ n -s [G lansfordit, fr.
Lansford, Pa., its locality + G -it -ite] ¢ a mineral MgCOs.-
5H.0 composed of a hydrous basic carbonate of magnesium
like paraffin when first taken out of the ground but altering
to nesquehonite on exposure

lan.sing \'lan&t)sn , 'laan-,'lain-, -s€g\ adj, usu cap [fr.
Lansing, Mich.] ¢ of or from Lansing, the capital of Michigan
{a Lansing product) : of the kind or style prevalent in Lansing

lansing virus also lansing strain n, usu cap L : a strain of the
virus causing poliomyelitis that is pathogenic for monkeys
and rodents and has been extensively used in study of the
disease

lanson var of LANZON .

lans.que.net \ilan(t)ska;net, -anzk-, -kaina\ n -s [F, modif.
of G landsknecht, fr. MHG lands/(nehr, fr. lands (gen. of
lant land, country, province, fr. OHG) + kneht boy, youth,
foot soldier, fr. OHG, boy, youth, military follower — more
at LAND, KNIGHT] 1 : a German foot soldier in foreign service
in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries $ a mercenary foot soldier
2 : a card game similar to faro played in central Europe since
the 15th century or before

1ant \'lant\ n -s [back-formation fr. lants (taken as pl.), alter.
of launce, lance] : SAND LAUNCE

lan.ta.ka or lan.ta.ca \ilintolki\ n -s [Tag lantakd] ¢ a
Philippine Ylece of artillery like a culverin .

lan.ta.na \lan.'tins\ n [NL, fr. ML or NL, viburnum, fr. It
dial. (Switzerland and northern Italy)] 1 cap ¢ a genus of
tropical sometimes half-climbing shrubs (family Verbenaceae)
having umbellate heads of small bright-colored flowers and
juicy drupaceous fruit — see RED SAGE 2 -§ : any plant of the
genus Lantana

1anterloo n [F lanturelu, lanturlu piffle — more at Loo] obs

s LOO
1lan.tern \R 'lantarn, "laan-,‘lain-, —R -ton also -t°n\ n -s often
attrib [ME lanterne, fr. MF, fr.
L lanterna, fr. Gk lamptér stand
for holding a torch, lantern, fr.
lampein to give light, shine =
more at LAMP] 1 : a protective
enclosure for a light with trans-
parent openings and often a
supporting frame or carrying
handle ¢ a portable lamp 2 :a
iver of light {(~ of science)
a obs : LIGHTHOUSE b : the
chamber in a lighthouse that
contains the light ¢ ¢ a struc-
ture with glazed or open sides
raised above an opening in a
roof to light or ventilate the
interior space below ¢ MONITOR 5
d : a small tower or cupola or
one stage of a cupola a:a
foundry lamp b : CORE BARREL
g g LANTERN PINION B $ ARISTOTLE’S LANTERN 6 ¢ PROJECTOR

lanterns 1: I barn, 2 bull'se
eye

2]lantern \ “\ vt -E9/-ING/-s 1 : to furnish with a lantern (~a
lighthouse) {(~ a fishing boat) : light the way of with a lantern
[F lanterner, fr. lanterne lantern, street lamp] ¢ to put to
death by hanging to a street lamppost
lantern clock n_ 1 : a clock designed to be mounted in a
wall and having its driving weights together with their support-
ing cords and the greater part of the pendulum outside of the
case 2 : a brass pendulum or foliot shelf clock of the 17th
century whose chief features are a dome formed by a bell and
open fretwork connecting the bell and dial
lantern fish n 1 : any of numerous small mostly dee?-sea
fishes constituting the family Myctophidae that have a large
mouth and large eyes and usu. numerous luminous spots or
glands upon the body 2 : a fish of the order Iniomj
lantern flounder n : 2MEGRIM a i
lantern fly n : any of certain usu. large and brightly colored
insects that are chiefly of the genera Laternaria and Fulgora
of the family Fulgoridae and that have the front of the head
rolonged into a large hollow vesicle formerly sulgposed to be
uminous; broadly : an insect of the superfamily Fulgoroidea
lantern gurnard n_: a European gurnard (Trigla obscura)
having a brilliant silvery band along the sides
mllll'tm:n jawn 1 :anundershotjaw 2 lanternjawspl : long
thin jaws
lantern-jawed \}s#;¢\ adj : having a lantern jaw
lanternleaf \'s»,=\ n [alter. of Lenten leaf] : CREEPING CROW-
FOOT
lantern lightn 1 :a transparent pane in a lantern 2 :a sky-
light raised above the roof level
lan.tern.-man \'ss,man, - man\ n, p/ lanternmen : a man who
carries a lantern; specif ¢ NIGHTMAN 1




lantern pinion

lantern pinion n : a gear pinion having cylindrical bars
instead of teeth inserted at their
ends in two parallel disks — called
also trundle ) 3

lantern ring » ¢ a packing ring for
shaft or piston-rod Flands having a
cross section resembling the letter H

lantern shell n : a translucent ma-
rine bivalve shell of Laternula or a
related genus )

lantern slide n : a photographic
transparency adapted for projection
in a slide projector i i

lantern sprat n ¢ the common sprat when infested with a phos-
phorescent lernaean parasite (Lerneonema monilaris)

lan.tha.na \'lan (t)thena\ n -s [NL, fr. lanthanum + -a]:lan-
thanum oxide La,O; obtained as a white powder

lan.tha.nide \-tho,nid, - n3dd\ n -s [ISV lanthan- (fr. NL
lanthanum) + -ide] 3 a chemical element of the lanthanide
series — called also lanthanon; symbol Ln .

lanthanide contraction » : the decrease in size (as of radii of
atoms or ions or of atomic volumes) with increasing atomic
number of the metals of the lanthanide series

de series n : the group of rare-earth metals often

including lanthanum and sometimes yttrium — compare
PERIODIC TABLE o

lan-tha.nite \-,nit\ n -s [ G lanthanit, fr. NL um + G
-it -ite] ¢ a mineral (La,Ce)2(CO3)3.8Hz0 composed of hydrous
lanthanum carbonate occurring in white crystals or earthy

lan.tha.non \-,n4n, - _nan\ n -s [NL, alter. of lantha] : LAN-
THANIDE

lan.tha.no.tus \,ss'nod-as\ n, cap [NL, fr. Gk lanthanein to
escape notice + 0f-, ous ear — more at LATENT, EAR] ¢ a genus
of stout-bodied pleurodont lizards including a single species
(L. borneensis) of Borneo .

lan.tha.num \'lan(t)thenom\ n -s [NL, fr. Gk lanthanein
to escape notice] ¢ a white soft malleable trivalent metallic
element that tarnishes readily in moist air and forms colorless
compounds, that occurs in rare-earth minerals and is usu.
included in the rare-earth group, and that is one of the major
components of misch metal — symbol La; see ELEMENT table

lan-tﬁi-o-ni.ne \lan'this,nen, - ndn\ n -s [lan- + thion- + -ine]
: an amino acid S[CH,CH(NH;)COOH], obtained esp. by
the action of alkali on wool, hair, or cystine

lan.tho-pine \'lan(t)thas,pén, -_pan\ n -s [ISV lanth- (fr. Gk
lanthanein) + opium + -ine; orig. formed as G lanthopin] ¢ a
crystalline alkaloid C23H2sNO4 found in opium

lant.horn \'lant,horn, -6(a)n, or like LANTERN\ n -s [by folk=
etymology (influence of 1horn, of which the sides were formerly
made) fr. lantern] chiefly Brit $ LANTERN

lants pl of LANT

lantskip obs var of LANDSCAPE,

lan.tum \'lantsm\ 7 -s [origin unknown] : a large hurdy=
gurdy L

1a.nu.gi-nous \1o'n(y)lijenas\ also la.nu-gi-nose \-js,nos\
adj [L lanuginosus, fr. lanugin-, lanugo + -osus -ous, -ose]
: covered with down or fine soft hair : DOowNY — la.nu.gi-
nous-ness n -Es

la.-nu-go \lo'n(y)u(,)go\ » -s [L, down — more at wooL] : a
dense cottony or downy growth; specif : the soft woolly hair
that covers the human fetus and that of some other mammals;
also : hair of this type persisting after birth; DowN X

la.nu.vi.an \la'n(y)iivéan\ n -s cap [ Lanuvium, city in ancient
Latium, Italy + E -an] : the language of ancient Lanuvium
that was closely related to Latin _ _

lanx \'lan(k)s, -4-\ n, p! lan.ces \'lan,sez, 'l4pkas\ [L —
more at BALANCE] 3 an ancient Roman platter usu. of metal

lan.yard also lan.iard \'lanys(r)d\ n -s [ME lanyer, fr.
MEF laniere, fr. OF lasniere, fr. lasne strap, thong, noose, prob.
modif. (influenced by laz snare, noose) of a word of Gmc ori-
gin; akin to OHG nestila, nestilo bow, band, shoelace, OS
nestila string, hair band, OE net — more at LACE, NET]
1 obs : THONG, STRAP 2 @ : a piece of rope or line for fasten-
ing something in ships; esp ¢ one of the pieces passing through
deadeyes and used to extend shrouds or stays b : a line for
raising and lowering flags and pennants 3 a :a cord worn
around the neck by sailors to which is usu. attached a knife —
called also knife Ian{ard b : a cord worn by members of a
military unit cited for distinction as a symbol of the unit
citation € : a strong cord worn about the neck or shoulder
and attached to a pistol 4 : a strong cord with a hook at one
end used in firing cannon

lanyard knot n : STOPPER KNOT

1an.zon \l4n'zon, -'son\ or lanson \-'son\ n, p!/ lanzo-nes
\-nas\ or lanso.nes \-nas\ [PhilSp lanzdn, lansén] : LAN-

lantern pinion and spur

SEH

1ao \'lau\ n, p! 1ao or 1a0s cap 1 a : a Buddhist people
living in Laos and adjacent parts of northeastern Thailand
and constituting an important branch of the Tairace b :a mem-
ber of such people 2 : the Thai language of the Lao people

2]ao \"“\ also lao.tian \(*)!a;oshan, ‘laushan\ adj, usu cap
[ Laotian fr.1Lao + connective -t- + E -ian] 3 of or relating
to the Lao people

1a-oc-0-0n \la'ika,win\ 7 -s often cap [after Laocoon, ancient
Greek priest of Apollo (fr. Gk Laokoon) who is portrayed in
a Ist cent. B.C. sculpture in a heroic stru¥gle against two giant
serpents] : one that struggles heroically with crushing or
baffling difficulties {a man engaged in a Laocoon struggle with
his imagination —Robert Lynd) ((%xves the impression of
being . .. forced into ~ attitudes —Graham Greene)

1ao-dah alsolow.dah \'lau;d%\ n -s [Chin (Pek) lao? ta4, fr. lao3
old + ra¢ great] : the skipper of a Chinese craft
Na.od.i.ce-an \ (})1audajs€an\ adj, usu cap [ Laodicea, ancient
city in Asia Minor (fr. L, fr. Gk Laodikeia) + E -an] 1 ¢ of or
relatmf to_ancient Laodlcea, a city of Asia Minor and site of
an early Christian church 2 : lukewarm or indifferent in
religion or politics

2laodicean \ "\ n -s usu cap 1 : a native or inhabitant of ancient
Laodicea; esp ¢ a member of the Laodicean church 2 : one
that is lukewarm or indifferent

la-od.i-ce.an.ism \(,)=,=='s€o,nizom\ n -s usu cap : indiffer-
ence in religion or politics

laoighis \'lash, 'lesh\ adj, usu cap [fr. Laoighis county,
Ireland] : of or from County Laoighis, Ireland : of the kind
or style prevalent in County Laoighis

l1aos \'laus, 'la,4s sometimes ‘lass, chiefly Brit "lauz\ adj, usu
cap [fr. Laos, kingdom in Indochina] of or from the kingdom
of Laos : of the kind or style prevalent in Laos

l1ao-tian \Ia'cshon, 'laushan\ 7 -s cap [ Lao + connective -t- +
E -ian] : one of the Lao people

1ap \'lap\ 7 -s [ME lappe, fr. OE lzppa; akin to OFris lappa
fla}:), oS Ia{gpa lappet, OHG lappa flap, lappet, ON leppr rag,
L labi to glide, slide — more at SLEer] 1 a : a loose panel or
free-hanging flap esp. of a garment — called also lappet
B archaic @ the skirt of a coat or dress {with the ~ of my coat
cast over my face —Sir Walter Scott) ¢ : the front edges of a
jacket or coat that come together in a double layer when
closed 2 a obs ¢ a logse or pendent bodily organ (as a lobe
of the liver or the lungs) b : a pendent protrusion of the
body — usu. used in .combination (earlap) (dewlap) 3 a
(1) : the clothing that lies on the knees, thighs, and lower part
of the trunk when one sits down (2) : the front part of the
lower trunk and thighs of a seated person ¢sit on grandpa’s ~)
b : an environment of nurture (reared in the ~ of luxury)
C : a concave surface resembling that of a lap (a green lake
s4parkhng in the ~ of a pine-clad mountain —C.B.Davis)

obs a : a fold of a garment used as a repository; specif : a

chest fold (as of a toga) used as a pocket 2 BOosoM (brought
back again into the ~ of the Romish Church —Edward
Bowles) b : responsible custody : CHARGE, CONTROL (going
to drop the whole thing in your ~ —Hamilton Basso) (the
outcome of this experiment is in the ~ of the gods) (the gold
of Asia Minor was poured into the ~ of the pre-Hellenes
—Edward Clodd)

2]ap \“\ _vb lapped; lapped; lapping; laps [ME lappen, fr.
lappe, n.]1 vt 1 a (1) 2 to fold over or around something : WIND
{~ a bandage around the wrist) (2) : to enclose in a cover
or binding ¢ WRAP (~ the wrist in a bandage) b : to envelop
entirely : SURROUND, swATHE (life flowed smoothly on
lapping him in a changeless amber vacuum —A.J.Shirren)
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{no pains had been sg:red . . . to ~ them in tasteful and simple
luxury —Lucius Beebe) 2 2 to fold over esp, into layers: as
a : to convert (cotton, wool, flax, or other fiber) into a lap
b (1) : to fold (paper pulp) into a lap (2) : to fold (paper) for
packaging by laying one set of sheets halfway along another
set and rolling each overlapping end over each overlapped end
3 : to hold protectively in or as if in the lap : CUDDLE, NESTLE
(legs that were intended to ... ~ her children —A.R.Foﬂ;
211 Is . .. fruitful valleys lapped in them —Thomas Carlyle

a ! to place over or next to so as to partlall% or wholly
cover 3 OVERLAP {~ shingles in laying a roof) s to unite
as beams or timbers) so as to preserve the same breadth and
epth throughout — compare 4sCARF 1 b a : to dimension,
smooth, or polish (as a metal surface or body) to a high degree
of refinement or accuracy with a lap or loose abrasive material
(lapping is an abrading process for refining the surface finish
and geometrical accuracy of flat, cylindrical, and spherical
surfaces —K .B.Lewis) (bearing surfaces are ground, lapped,
and honed to a precision mirror finish —Joseph Heitner)
b : to work two surfaces together with or without abrasives
until a very close fit is produced — often used with in (the
valve is hand lapped in its seat with very h%ht pressure and
just for long enough to be sure valve is_perfectly tight in its
seat —H_.F.Blanchard & Ralph Ritchen) 6 a : to lead (an
opponent) by one or more circuits of a racecourse {the cham-
pion lapped him at the mile) b ¢ to complete the circuit of
{lapped the course in 3 minutes 8 seconds —N.Y. Herald
Tribune) ~ vi 1 : FOLD, WIND {crowds . . . lapped around
the corner —Time) 2 a : to project beyond or spread over
(long enough to ~ 1” over the toepiece —Amer. Girl) {ranch-
erias lapped a few miles over the eastern bank of the Sacra-
mento —Julian Dana) b : to lie partly over or alongside of
something or of one another (formation flying so tight that
the wings ~) (the edges of the coat ~ deeply) € ¢ to use
newly received funds to cover up a previous shortage ; KITE
3 :to traverse a course {the experimental racer lapped at un-

recedented speed)

3lap \"“\ n -s often attrib 1 a : the amount by which one object
overlaps or projecls beyond another: as (1) : the distance one
course of shingle or slate roofing extends over the second one
below (2) : the part that overlaps to form a seam or joint
(as the beveled ends joining sections of an endless belt)
(3) s the distance that a steam-engine slide valve in its middle
position has to move to begin to open the steam or exhaust
port (4) : the distance one steel plate overlaps another (as in
the shell plating of a ship) — compare LAPSTRAKE b : the
part of an object that overlaps another (the front ~ of a winter
coat should be at least six inches wide) 2 : a smoothing and

olishing tool commonly in the form of a piece of wood,
eather, felt, or soft metal used with or without an embedded
abrasive 3 :a doubllnﬁ or layering of a flexible substance:
as @ : a fleecy sheet or layer of combed fibers (as of cotton,
wool, or flax) usu. wrapped on a cylinder and ready-to be spun
b : a sheet of wet paper pulp from a wet machine folded into
convenient size for handling and shipping ¢ : a surface defect
in steel or glass caused by the folding over on itself of a part
of the molten material and the failure of the surfaces to unite
d ¢ a defect in veneering resulting from misplacement of the
sheets of veneer so that one overlaps the other rather than
forming a smooth butt joint 4 & : one circuit around a race-
course b:oneround of play (as in a game of mancala) ¢ : one
segment of a larger unit (as a journey or time cycle) {the next
thousand-mile ~ of our journey —Wendell Willkie) (it was
the last ~ of term —Mavis Gallant) (the last ~ of a long alls
day operation —John Muggeridge) d : one complete turn
(as of a rope around a drum) 5 ¢ points won in excess of the
number necessary to win a card game and applied to the score
of the next game

4lap \“\ vb lapped; lapped; lapping; 1aps [ME lapen, lappen,
fr. OE lapian; akin to OHG laffan to lick, Icel lepja to lap,
L lambere to lick, Gk laphyssein to devour, gulp down, Arm
lap‘el to lick] vi 1 3 to scoop up food or drink with the tip of
the tongue (uncover, dogs, and ~ —Shak.) 2 a : to make a

entle intermittent splashing sound {waves lapped at their
eet —Laura Krey) (the lapping of the quiet water —Mary
Webb) b : to move in little waves : wAsH (when the last
wavelet of some old receding ocean lapped over.them —C.E.W.
Bean) (a changing crowd lapped up against the front of the
garage —Scott Fitzgerald) ~ vt E : to scoop up (food or
drink) with the tongue (held her kitten to ~ milk —Anne D.
Sedgwick) — often used with up 2 : to flow or splash against
in little waves (the foundations of the city’s buildings have
been lapped by tides for centuries and many have been badly
eroded —Arnaldo Cortesi)

5lap \"\ n -s [ME lappe taste, fr. lapen, Iapﬁen. v.] 1a:an
act of lapping (the cat took a ~ or two at the saucer) b: as
much as can be carried to the mouth by one scoop of the
tongue : LICK, TASTE {saw a pink tongue shoot out ... and
have a ~ of her soup —Newsweek) 2 a : a thin or weak
beverage or food ¢hounds should be fed . . . some light broth
or ~ in the morning —F.M.Ware) b obs : LIQUOR 3 : a
gentle splashing sound (the hollow ~ of the sea at the foot
of the cliff —G.G.Carter)

slap \"“\ now chiefly dial past of LEAP

71ap \“\ n, pl 1ap or 1aps [alter. of lop] : a treetop left in the
woods after logging : 1LOP

la-pa.cho \15"pi(,)cho\ n -s [Sp, of AmerInd (prob. Argen-
tine) origin] ¢ any of several tropical American timber trees
of the genera Tabebuia and Tecoma

la-pa.chol \la'pi4,chol, -chGI\ n -s [ISV lapach- (fr. lapacho)
+ -ol; orig. formed in F] ¢ a yellow crystalline coloring matter
Cy5H40; derived from alpha-naphthoquinone and found in
the grain of lapacho and similar woods

la.pacstic \ls'paktik\ adj [ Gk lapaktikos, fr. (assumed) Gk
lapaktos (verbal of Gk lapassein to empty) + Gk -ikos -ic;
akin to Gk leptos thin, weak — more at LEPER] ¢ CATHARTIC,
LAXATIVE

lap.a.ge.ria \,lapa'jiréa\ n [NL, fr. Marie Joséphine Rose
Tascher de la Pagerie (maiden name of Joséphine de Beau-
harnais) 11814 wife of Napoleon Bonaparte + NL -ia]
1 cap : a genus of Chilean vines (family Liliaceae) having
trumpet-shaped flowers — see CHILE-BELLS 2 -s : any plant
of the genus Lapageria

lap.an \'lapan\ n -s [prob. alter. of lapin] : the meat of a
castrated rabbit

lap-a.rot.o-my \ laps'rid.omé\ n -es [ISV laparo- (fr. Gk
lapara flank, fr. Iaparas slack, loose) + -tomy; akin to Gk
leptos thin, weak] : surgical section of the abdominal wall
(as for diagnosis or further surgery)

1a paz \lv'paz, -paa(s)z; -pilz, -pﬁ |s\ adj, usu cap L&P [fr.
La Paz, city in western Bolivia, capital of Bolivia] ¢ of or
from La Paz, the administrative capital of Bolivia ¢ of the
kind or style prevalent in La Paz

lapboard \'s,-\ n : a board used on the lap as a substitute for
a table or desk {wrote his first drafts in longhand on a ~)
{commuters playing cards on a ~)

l1ap child or lap baby n, South & Midland 3 a baby not yet
able to walk

lap dissolve n [3lap] : DISSOLVE

lapdog \'-,=\ n : a small pet dog suitable for holding in the lap

lap dovetail n : a dovetail joint in which the recesses in one
piece are cut only part way through so that part of the thick-
ness of one board overlaps the end of the other

1a-pel \1a'pel sometimes 1a'-\ n -s [Vlap + -el] : a turned-back
facing usu. wide and pointed at the top and tapering to nothing
at the bottom that is usu. one of a pair along the front edges
of a jacket, dress, or coat and extends from the collar or
neckline to or toward the waistline

la.pel-er \-la(r)\ n -s : one that makes or sews lapels

la.pelled \-1d\ adj 1 : having lapels 2 : turned back as lapels

lap-ey.rou.sia \,lapa'riiz(h)é&\ n [NL, irreg. fr. Jean
Frangois de Galaup de La Pérouse 11788 Fr, sailor and ex-
Elorer + NL -ia] 1 cap : a genus of southern African bulbous
erbs (family Iridaceae) having blue or red flowers with a
slender perianth tube and stamens inserted on the throat
2 -s : any plant of the genus Lapeyrousia

lap.ful \'lap,ful\ » -s : as much as the lap can contain

la.phyg.ma \la'figma\ [ NL, fr. Gk, greedy attack, fr. laphyssein
to devour, gulp down — more at LAP] syn of SPODOPTERA

lap.i.dar.i.an K:lapa:da(a)rean\ adj [L lapidarius of stone +

lapper

E -an] 1 : of, relating to, or inscribed on stone {(a ~ record)
2 : LAPIDARY 2 (ornate ~ phrases —New Republic

lap-.i.darist \'s-darsst, -, der-\ n -s [prob. fr. Vlapidary + -ist]
2 LAPIDARY 2 .

lap.i-dary \-,derg, -ri\ n -es [ME lapidarie, fr. L lapidarius,
fr. lapidarius, adj.j 1 a : a cutter, polisher, or engraver of
precious stones other than diamonds b : the art of cutting
gems {an evening course in ~ —Minerals Yearbook) ta
connoisseur of precious stones and the art of cutting them
(the ~ is often called upon to ascertain the nature of rough
gem minerals —F,].Sperisen)

2]apidary \“\ adj [L lapidarius of stone, fr. lapid-, lapis stone
+ -arius -ary; akin to Gk lepas crag] 1 a : LAPIDARIAN 1
<his face is lean, leathery, but not ~ —Harvey Breit) b: of or
relating to precious stones or the art of cutting them (the
ring is of no ~ value — Lord Byron) 2 : having the elegance
and precision associated with inscriptions on stone <his poetry
. . . alternates between the ample elegiac and the ~ epigram —
Charles Weir) (the more ~ and terse this subject the better
it is suited for symphonic elaboration —P.H.Lang)

lap.i.date \-,dat\ vt -ED/-ING/-s [L lapidatus, past part. of
lapidare to stone, fr. lapid-, lapis stone] archaic 3 to pelt or
kill with stones

lap.i.da.tion \,ss'dashan\ n -s [L lapidation-, lapidatio action
of stoning, fr. lapidatus + -ion-, -io -ion] 1 : the penalty of
stoning to death (adultery ... would be punished by ~ —Sir
Richard Burton) 2 : an act of pelting with stones

la.pid.e.ous \lo,pid&ss\ adj [L lapideus, fr. lapid-, lapis stone
+ -eus -eous] : of the nature of stone : STONY

lap.i-des.cent \ilapaides®nt\ adj [L lapidescent-, lapidescens
pres. part. of lapidescere to petrify, ir. lapid-, lapis stonei
archaic : tending to pe}nfy : PETRIFYING

1ap.i.dic.o-lous \}==,dikslas\ adj [ISV lapidi- (fr. L lapid-,
lapis) + -colous] : living under a stone — used esp. of an insect

lap-i.dif.ic \-difik\ also lap-i-dif-i.cal \-fskol\ adj [lafidijic

rob. fr. (assumed) NL lapidificus, fr. L lapidi- (fr. lapid-,

apis) + -ficus -fic; lapidifical prob. fr. (assumed) NL lapidi-
ficus + E -al] archaic : LAPIDESCENT

1a.pid.i.fi-ca.tion \ls,pidaf3'kashan\ n -s [ prob. fr. (assumed)
NL lapidification-, lapidificatio, fr. ML lapidificatus (past part,
of lapidificare) + L -ion-, -io -ion] : the act or process of
lapidifying ¢ FOSSILIZATION, PETRIFACTION

la.pid.i-1y \='--f1\ vb lapidified; lapidified; lapidifying;
lapidities [F lapidifier, fr. ML lapidificare, fr. L lapidi- (fr.
lapid-, lapis) + -ficare -fy] archaic 3 to convert into stone or
stony material ¢ PETRIFY

lap.i-dist \'lapadast\ n -s [L lapid-, lapis stone + E -ist]
¢ LAPIDARY la, 2 . ) R

la.pies \la'p§z\ n pl [modif. of F dial. (Swiss) lapiaz, lapiez,
fr. (assumed) VL lapida stone, alter. of L lapid-, lapis] : grooves
and ridges formed on a rock surface by solution of limestone

lal.m}l"lo \la'pi(,)15\ n -s [It, fr. L lapillus] : lava in the form of
apilli

1a.pil-lus \- _los\ n, pl1apil.li \-,1i, -(,) 1€\ [L, small stone, dim.
of lapis stone] 1 : a stony or glassy frag[nent of lava ¥4 to 114
inches in diameter thrown out In a volcanic eruption : volcanic
cinder — usu. used in pl. (showers of ashes and lapilli
—Norman Douglas) 2 : oTOoLITH X .

lap-in \'lapan\ n -s [F, rabbit, perh. of Iberian origin; akin
to the source of L lepus hare] : RABBIT; specif ¢ a castrated
male rabbit

lap.in.ized also lap-in.ised \'lap3,nizd\ adj [lagin + -ize,
-ise ;~ -ed] : attenuated by passage through rabbits (a ~
virus

lapis la.zu.li \}lapd'slaza(,)I€, ilap-, -azha- also -3,11 or }l4ps-
'sliza(,)Ie\ also 1apis n [ME, fr. ML, fr. L lapis stone + ML
lazuli, gen. of lazulum lapis lazuli, fr. Ar lgzaward — more at
AzURE] 1 : a semiprecious stone usu. of a rich azure blue
color that is essentially a lazurite but contains hauynite, soda-
lite, and other minerals, occurs usu. in small rounded masses
frequently showing spangles of iron pyrites, and is probably
the sapphire of the ancients 2 : LAPIS LAZULI BLUE

lapis lazuli blue » : a moderate blue that is redder and duller
than average copen and redder and deeper than azurite blue,
dresden blue, or pompadour

lamig lazuli ware n ¢ blue Wedgwood pebbleware veined with
2ol

1ap joint n : a joint made by overlapping two ends or edges
and fastening them together — compare BUTT JOINT — lap=
jointed \'s,s=\ adj .

la.place’s equation \la‘pw‘lséz-, -pla|\ n, usu cap L [ after Pierre
Simon de Laplace 11827 Fr. astronomer and mathematician]
s th tiol 82u+01u az“—o often written Y/2u=0 in which
. € equation ax2 Oyz oz ; y l'
x,y, and z are the rectangular Cartesian coordinates of a point
in space and u is a function of those coordinates X

laplace station n, usu cap L : a geodetic station at which co-
incident tr: lation and astr longitude and azimuth
determinations are made

la.plac.ian \lo'plis€an, -las-; -1ashan\ or laplacian operator
n -s usu cap L [Pierre Simon de Laplace 11827 + E -ian] ¢ the
differential operator V72 that yields the left member of Laplace’s
equation i

lap.1and \'lap,land, -_land\ adj, usu cap [fr. Lapland, region
of northern Norway, northern Sweden, northern Finland,
and the northwestern U.S.S.R.] ¢ of or from Lapland ¢ of the
kind or style prevalent in Lapland

lapland cornel n, usu cag L : a low herblike cornel (Cornus
suecica) found in northern regions of Eurasia and No.
America and having dark violet flowers

lap.land.er \-da(r)\ n, cap : LAPP

lapland longspur n, usu cap Ist L i a longspur (Calcarius
lapponicus) native to Europe and Asia but found also in
No. America

lapland pine n, usu cap L ; a Scotch pine (Pinus sylvestris
lapponica) of narrow pyramidal habit

lapland rosebay or lapland rhododendron n, usu cap L : a
dwarf shrub (Rhododendron lapponicum) of the mountainous
region of eastern No. America having scurfy branches, thick
scurfy leaves, and purple flowers and forming extensive de-
pressed mats esp. in arctic and subarctic regions

lap-lap \'la,plap\ 7 -s [origin unknown] ¢ a loincloth worn
by So. Pacific islanders .

1a pla.ta \lo'plid-o\ adj, usu cap L&P [fr. La Plata, city in
eastern Argentina] $ of or from the city of La Plata, Argentina
: of the kind or style prevalent in La Plata

lap-love \'=z,2\ n : FIELD BINDWEED

lap man n : a worker who removes pulp sheets from wets
machine press rolls and folds them into laps

lapo-lapo \!lipG:l4,po\ or la.pu.la.pu \}lupi}li(,)pti\ » -s
[Tag Iapulapor: any of certain Philippine groupers; esp : a
srouper (Cephalopholis argus) related to the coney and bril-
iantly marked with iridescent blue

la.por.tea \lo'pord-€a\ n, cap [NL, fr. Laporte, 19th cent.
person otherwise unidentified] ¢ a genus of perennial chiefly
tropical stinging herbs or trees (family Urticaceae) having
large serrate leaves and axillary stipules — see AUSTRALIAN
NETTLE TREE, WOODNETTLE

1app \'lap\ n -s cap [Sw] 1 : a member of a people of north-
ern Scandinavia, Finland, and the Kola peninsula of north-
ern Russia who are typically nomadic herders of reindeer,
fishermen, and hunters of sea mammals : LAPLANDER 2 @ £ any
one of the closely related Finno-Ugric languages spoken by
the Lapps b : the Lafpp languages taken as a group

1lap-pa \'lapa\ [NL, fr. L, burr%syn of ARCTIUM

2lappa \*“\ n -s [NL Lappa]l : the root of the great bur used
as a diuretic and alterative .

lappa clover n [lappa prob. modif. of NL lappaceum (specific
epithet of Trifolium lappaceum), fr. L, neut. of lappaceus
burrlike, fr. lappa burr + -aceus -aceous] : a Eurasian clover
(Trifolium lappaceum) with lavender-rose colored flowers that
is grown as a forage and hay crop in some parts of the U.S.

lap.page \'lapij\ n -s ¢ the amount by which one surface over-
laps another

lapped past of LAP

lapped seam var of LAP SEAM

Map-per \'lapa(r)\ n -s [4lap + -er] : one that laps food or
drink with the tongue

2lapper \“\ n -s [2lap + -er] 1 a : one that wraps or folds
b : one that converts fiber into laps 2 a : one that dimensions,




