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AMERICAN INDIVIDUALISM.

E HAVE witnessed in this last

eight years the spread of revolu-
tion over one-third of the world. The
causes of these explosions he at far
greater depths than the failure of gov-
ernments in war. 'The war itself in its
last stages was a conflict of social
philosophies—but beyond this the
causes of social explosion lay i1n the
oreat mmequalities and 1njustices of cen-
turies flogged beyond endurance by the
conflict and freed from restraint by the
destruction of war. The urgent forces
which drive human society have been
plunged into a terrible furnace. Great
theories spun by dreamers to remedy
the pressing human 1lls have come to

the front of men’s minds. Great for-
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mulas came into life that promised to
dissolve all trouble. Great masses of
people have flocked to their banners in
hopes born of misery and suffering.
Nor has this great social ferment been
confined to those nations that have
burned with revolutions.

Now, as the storm of war, of revolu-
tion and of emotion subsides there is
left even with us of the United States
much unrest, much discontent with the
surer forces of human advancement.
To all of us, out of this crucible of
actual, poignant, individual experience
has come a deal of new understanding,
and 1t 1s for all of us to ponder these
new currents if we are to shape our
future with intelligence.

Even those parts of the world that
suffered less from the war have been
partly infected by theseideas. Beyond
this, however, many have had high
hopes of civilization suddenly purified
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and ennobled by the sacrifices and
services of the war; they had thought
the fine unity of purpose gained in war
would be carried into great unity of
action 1n remedy of the faults of civili-
zation in peace. But from concentra-
tion of every spiritual and material
energy upon the single purpose of war
the scene changed to the immense com-
plexity and the many purposes of peace.

Thus there loom up certain definite
underlying forces in our national life
that need to be stripped of the 1magi-
nary—the transitory—and a definition
should be given to the actual permanent
and persistent motivation of ourciviliza-
tion. In contemplation of these ques-
tions we must go far deeper than the
superficials of our political and eco-
nomic structure, for these are but the
products of our social philosophy—the
machinery of our social system.
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Nor is it ever amiss to review the
political, economie, and spiritual princi-
ples through which our country has
steadily grown 1n usefulness and great-
ness, not only to preserve them from
being fouled by false notions, but more
importantly that we may guide our-
selves in the road of progress.

FFive or six great social philosophies
are at struggle i the world for as-
cendency. There is the Individualism
of America. There 1s the Individual-
ism of the more democratic states of
Europe with its careful reservations of
castes and classes. There are Com-
munism, Socialism, Syndicalism, Cap-
italism, and finally there is Autocracy
—whether by birth, by possessions,
militarism, or divine right of kings.
Even the Divine Right still lingers on
although our lifetime has seen fully
two-thirds of the earth’s population, in-
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cluding Germany, Austria, Russia, and
China, arrive at a state of angry dis-
gust with this type of social motive
power and throw it on the scrap heap.

All these thoughts are 1n ferment to-
day in every country in the world. They
fluctuate in ascendency with times and
places. They compromise with each
other 1n daily reaction on governments
and peoples. Some of these i1deas are
perhaps more adapted to one race than
another. Some are false, some are
true. What we are interested in 1is
their challenge to the physical and
spiritual forces of America.

The partisans of some of these other
brands of social schemes challenge us to
comparison; and some of their parti-
sans even among our own people are
increasing in their agitation that we
adopt one or another or parts of their
devices in place of our tried individual-
ism. They insist that our social foun-
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dations are exhausted, that like feudal
ism and autocracy America’s plan has
served 1ts purpose—that it must be
abandoned.

There are those who have been left in
sober doubt of our institutions or are
confounded by bewildering catchwords
of vivid phrases. For in this welter of
discussions there is much attempt to
glorfy or defame social and economic
forces with phrases. Nor indeed should
we disregard the potency of some of
these phrases in their stir to action.—
“The dictatorship of the Proletariat,”
“Capitalistic nations,” “Germany over
all,” and a score of others. We need
only to review those that have jumped
to horseback during the last ten years
in order that we may be properly awed
by the great social and political havoe
that can be worked where the bestial
instinets of hate, murder, and destruc-



AMERICAN INDIVIDUALISM 7

tion are clothed by the demagogue in
the fine terms of political idealism.

For myself, let me say at the very
outset that my faith in the essential
truth, strength, and wvitality of the
developing creed by which we have
hitherto lived in this country of ours
has been confirmed and deepened by
the searching experiences of seven
years of service in the backwash and
misery of war. Seven years of con-
tending with economic degeneration,
with social disintegration, with in-
¢essant political dislocation, with all of
its seething and ferment of individual
and class conflict, could but impress
me with the primary motivation of
social forces, and the necessity for
broader thought upon their great issues
to humanity. And from it all I emerge
an individualist—an wunashamed in-
dividualist. But let me say also that
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I am an American individualist. For
America has been steadily developing
the ideals that constitute progressive
individualism.

No doubt, individualism run riot,
with no tempering principle, would pro-
vide a long category of inequalities, of
tyrannies, dominations, and injustices.
America, however, has tempered the
whole conception of individualism by
the injection of a definite principle, and
from this principle it follows that at-
tempts at domination, whether in gov-
ernment or 1n the processes of industry
and commerce, are under an insistent
curb. If we would have the values of
individualism, their stimulation to ni-
tiative, to the development of hand and
intellect, to the high development of
thought and spirituality, they must be
tempered with that firm and fixed ideal
of American individualism—an equal-
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ity of opportunity. If we would have
these values we must soften its hard-
ness and stimulate progress through
that sense of service that lies in our
people.

Therefore, it 1s not the individualism
of other countries for which I would
speak, but the individualism of Amer-
ica. Our individualism differs from
all others because 1t embraces these
oreat 1deals: that while we build our
socrety upon the aliaanment of the wndi-
vidual, we shall safequard to every indi-
ndual an equality of opportunity to take
that positron tn the community to which
his intelligence, character, ability, and
ambition entitle him; that we keep the
socral solution free from frozen strata of
classes; that we shall stimulate effort of
each wndindual to achievement; that
through an enlarging sense of respon-
sibtlity and understanding we shall assist
fum to this attarnment; while he tn turn
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must stand up to the emery wheel of com-
petition.

Individualism cannot be maintained
as the foundation of a society if it looks
to only legalistic justice based upon
contracts, property, and political equal-
ity. Such legalistic safeguards are
themselves not enough. In our m-
dividualism we have long since aban-
doned the laissez faire of the 18th
Century—the notion that it is “every
man for himself and the devil take the
hindmost.”” We abandoned that when
we adopted the ideal of equality of
opportunity—the fair chance of Abra-
ham Lincoln. We have confirmed its
abandonment in terms of legislation, of
soclal and ecomomic justice,—in part
because we have learned that it is the
hindmost who throws the bricks at our
social edifice, in part because we have
learned that the foremost are not al-



AMERICAN INDIVIDUALISM 11

ways the best nor the hindmost the
worst—and in part because we have
learned that social injustice i1s the
destruction of justice itself. We have
learned that the impulse to production
can only be maintained at a high pitch
if there 1s a fair division of the product.
We have also learned that fair division
can only be obtained by certain restric-
tions on the strong and the dominant.
We have indeed gone even further In
the 20th Century with the embrace-
ment of the necessity of a greater and
broader sense of service and responsibil-
ity to others as a part of individualism.

Whatever may be the case with regard
to Old World individualism (and we
have given more back to Europe than
we received from her) the truth that is
important for us to grasp today is
that there is a world of difference be-
tween the principles and spirit of Old
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World individualism and that which we
have developed in our own country.

We have, in fact, a special social sys-
tem of our own. We have made 1t
ourselves from materials brought in
revolt from conditions in Europe. We
have lived it; we constantly improve
1t; we have seldom tried to define 1it.
It abhors autocracy and does not argue
with 1t, but fights it. It 1s not capital-
1sm, or socialism, or syndicalism, nor a
cross breed of them. Like most Amer-
icans, I refuse to be damned by any-
body’s word-classification of it, such as
“capitalism,” *plutocracy,” ‘“ proletar-
1at” or ‘“middle class,” or any other, or
to any kind of compartment that 1s
based on the assumption of some group
dominating somebody else.

The social force in which I am inter-
ested 1s far higher and far more pre-
clous a thing than all these. It springs
from something infinitely more en-
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during; it springs from the one source
of human progress—that each mndivid-
ual shall be given the chance and stimu-
lation for development of the best with
which he has been endowed in heart and
mind; it is the sole source of progress;
it 1s American individualism.

The rightfulness of our individualism
can rest either on philosophie, political,
economic, or spiritual grounds. It can
rest on the ground of being the only
safe avenue to further human progress.



PHILOSOPHIC GROUNDS.

N THE philosophic side we can
agree at once that intelligence,
character, courage, and the divine spark
of the human soul are alone the prop-
erty of individuals. These do not lie
in agreements, in organizations, in in-
stitutions, In masses, or in groups.
They abide alone in the individual mind
and heart.

Production both of mind and hand
rests upon impulses in each individual.
These impulses are made of the varied
forces of original instincts, motives, and
acquired desires. Many of these are
destructive and must be restrained
through moral leadership and authority
of the law and be eliminated finally by

education. All are modified by a vast
14



