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re Focus

Fiction

ctio

When you talk about computers, you use terms that relate specifically to com-
puters: you discuss megabytes, logging on, how to boot up. When you talk
about science or sports, you use different sets of terms. Likewise, when people
talk about literature, they use special terms—the language of literary analysis.
You will find that learning to use this language can help you discuss how a
work of fiction is created and what qualities make it effective.

What kind of literature is fiction? A work of fiction is any narrative written
in prose in which the situations and characters are invented by the writer.
Novels, short stories, folktales, fairy tales, fables, and other forms of made-up
stories come under the category of fiction. All works of fiction include elements
described on these pages. See how a story you probably already know, the fairy

tale “Cinderella,” can be analyzed in terms of these elements.

ELEMENTS OF FICTION
Setting

MODEL.: “Cinderella”

Setting is the time and place in which a story
happens. The setting of a story includes not only
physical surroundings, but also ideas, customs,
values, and beliefs.

Characters

The story takes place a long time ago in a
land ruled by a king and a queen.

Characters are the actors in a story's plot. They can

be people, animals, robots, or whatever the writer

chooses.

@ The protagonist is the main character.

@ The antagonist is the person or force in conflict
with the main character. Not all stories have
antagonists.

The main characters are Cinderella, the
stepsisters, their mother, the fairy god-
mother, and the prince.

Protagonist: Cinderella
Antagonists: stepsisters, stepmother




Contents

Guide to Active Reading

GenreFocus. Fiction . : < .« v svrssvascuscnssgasssessssniomansssssn |
Active Reading Strategies How to Read Fiction ........................ 2
Janet Frame New zealand  Active Reading Model: You Are Now
Entering the Human Heart. . ....... .. ... ... Short story .. ... ... 5
Genre Focus Nonfiction .......... ..., 12
Active Reading Strategies How to Read Nonfiction . ... ........ ... ... .. 14
Isak Dinesen penmark ~ Acctive Reading Model: from Out of Africa:
Thelguana............................... Nonfiction . ... ... 17
Genre Focus Poetry . ... ... 20
Active Reading Strategies How to Read Poetry ... .................... 22
Léopold Sédar Senghor  Active Reading Model: Night of Sine. . . . ... ... ... Poem ......... 25

Senegal

&
A Early Africa....................... 50
gt from The Immortality of Writers. ... ... ... .. .. .. Poem .......... 39
tgpt  So small are the flowers of Seamu. . .. ... ... .. .. Poem .......... 40
lesstho  Tselane and the Giant. . ........ ... .. .. .. ... ... Folktale . ........ 43

viii



East Africa

Ghana
Nigeria

West Africa

The Arctic

Mali

Olaudah Equiano  Benin

Part Two

Naguib Mahfouz Egypt

Sudden Moods . ......... ... . . Poem ........ 53
Love Does Not Know Secrets . .................... Poem ........ 54

Tears of Love . .......... .. . . . .. . Poem ........ 54

Media Connection The Kamusi Project

(Swabhili Dictionary) ......................... Web site . ... ... 57
Anansi’s Fishing Expedition. . .. ............. .. ... Folktale . ... ... 59
Edju and the Two Friends . ........ ... ... ... .. . .. Folktale . ... ... 65
Technology Skills Word Processing: Using Advanced

FEALULES « v oo veue cime imsie vmme s cims sipms san 6 es s 85 8 a8 s b i d 68
The Story of the Dress that Sang. . ... ...... ... . .. Folktale . ... ... 71
MagicWords ............ ... ... . ... .. ... ...... Poem ........ 7
Comparing Selections: The Story of the Dress that Sang

and Magic Words . ... 79
The Art of Translation The Storyteller as Translator . .. ... ................. 80
from Sundiata: from The Lion’s Awakening. .. ....... Epic......... 83

Multiple Meanings of Words ... ......... ... ... ...... 87

Listening, Speaking, and Viewing Effective Listening
BEPAORRUEE o5 55 ¢ ¢ 5 565 67555 0 h s ormmmm mmomom e v o § w5 a0 o msnsd 88

Life in Benin: from Equiano’s Travels ... ...... ... Nonfiction . . . . .. 90

Writing Workshop Narrative Writing: Autobiographical
Incident . ... o 94

Modem Africa ..................................... 98

HalfaDay.......... .. .. ... ... .. ... ............ Short story . . . .. 107

Literature Focus Historical Fiction . .. ... . ... ... ... . . . . . . .. .. .. 113



