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Praise for

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

“Superb. Mr. Schom has achieved every historian’s dream; using exemplary

scholarship to write a page-turning bestseller.”
—Len Deighton, historian and novelist

“A darkly nuanced biography. . .. In many ways, Schom’s strengths as a
historian match those of his protagonist. . . . Schom reveals a tactical mas-
tery of the events of Napoleon’s life, calling to mind the emperor’s grasp of

terrain. His book is bold in scope, and . . . his salvos are devastating.”
—Ed Voves, Philadelphia Inquirer

“A badly needed comprehensive, one-volume life. . . . [Napoleon] does a
magnificent job of covering the full sweep of Napoleon’s career.”
—John Maxwell Hamilton, Chicago Tribune

“Vigorously researched and often Brilliantly written . . . [an] ultimately bal-
anced, no-nonsense portrait that has the benefit of 20th-century science.”
—CQarolyn Nizzi Warmbold, Atlanta Journal/Atlanta Constitution

“Schom has a lively style. . . . His technique . . . is very effective. . . .
[Napoleon] is a timely book.”
—Gregor Dallas, Los Angeles Times Book Review

“This biography by Alan Schom will shake the Napoleonic clientele—and
for good reasons, t00.”

—David Chandler, author of The Campaigns of Napoleon

“Napoleon has fascinated mankind for two centuries, and Mr. Schom’s
book is just as fascinating.” —Bob Trimble, Dallas Morning News

“Ambitious . . . readable, even gossipy.”
—Spencer C. Tucker, Fort Worth Star-Telegram

“Always gripping . . . Schom’s fine biography . . . is a major in-depth
study. . . . Professional historians and general readers will find Napoleon

Bonaparte an engrossing book.” —Joseph H. Dugas, Grand Rapids Press

“Powerful.” —Joseph Losos, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
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Europe in 1789, Before Napoleon;
and in 1814,
Before His Defeat at Waterloo
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Emperor Napoleon, December 2, 1804. Portrait by Maurin, lithograph by Delpech.
(Dawson Collection, Morrab Library of Penzance)



Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow world

Like a Colossus, and we petty men

Walk under his huge legs, and peep about

To find ourselves dishonourable graves.

Men at some time were masters of their fates.
—SHAKESPEARE, JULIUS CAESAR

-« I'may truly say, my soul hath been a stranger in the
course of my [life’s] pilgrimage.
—FRANCIS BACON

Napoleon’s empire, with all its faults, and all its glories, fell
and flushed away like snow at Easter till nothing remained
but His Majesty’s ship Bellerophon which awaited its suppli-
ant refugees.

—SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL
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few weeks before our arrival [at Borodino in September,

1991], a peasant with a horse-drawn plow snagged two

corpses just under the surface. One of them was a general,

the other an infantryman,” Baron de Méneval wrote me on

February 26, 1996. The corpses were facing the former
; : - Russian position. The general was either Compere or Mar-
ion, both of whom were killed during that battle. The infantryman’s skele-
tal hands were still grasping the rusting remains of his musket and bayonet.
The guide at the Borodino Museum informed the baron that over the past
few decades they had uncovered several dozen such human remains dating
back to September 7, 1812. When visiting Eylau in September 1993, my
friend the baron came across another newly discovered corpse—all of
which reminds us just how close we are to the historical events of the past.
We may sometimes try to forget history, but it does not forget us.

History has always fascinated me, but not the lifeless presentation of
events of former times reduced to the dates of the reigns of kings and of
battles and treaties—all but devoid of human association, of the men and
women who actually created those events, and of the entire circumstances
surrounding them. To correct such a myopic view and presentation one
must introduce a sense of reality and understanding—in this case, the full
life of Napoleon Bonaparte, whom the reader must see as a human being set
in his own times. One must include his personal values, family, friends,
associates, problems, character, and goals.

When I began my research a decade ago, I was astonished to find there
was no one-volume biography covering all aspects of his life. I also found
that most existing books tended to concentrate on “pieces” of his life—his
military campaigns, or his foreign policy, or his administrative and political
, reforms—thereby revealing only part of the man. Over the last 150 years
there have been thousands of these studies, most of them now out of print.
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There have also been thousands of articles about Napoleon and his empire.
Needless to say, deciding to set aside several years of my life to undertake
such an enormous task as a one-volume biography of an individual about
whom there was such a massive amount of primary and secondary research
and source material was a decision I did not take lightly.

I began working on Napoleon in the summer of 1987, coming at him at
first indirectly, so to speak, with research for my book on his attempt to
invade England, concluding with Trafalgar, the great naval defeat of the
French and Spanish fleets by Nelson’s powerful squadron, which Napoleon
only heard about, to his dismay, during the Austerlitz campaign. This was
followed by my book on Napoleon’s Hundred Days, which covers the
period of his escape from exile on the island of Elba in the Mediterranean,
his arrival on the south coast of France for a triumphal return to Paris, his
raising of a new army to fight the large allied forces congregating against
him, and his final battle and defeat at Waterloo.

It was after the completion of One Hundred Days that I decided, some-
what reluctantly, to commit myself to covering all of Napoleon’s life from
beginning to end, not just parts of it. I felt—and still do—that Napoleon
badly needed to be dealt with fully and properly in one volume covering
every aspect of his life and character, employing all the new research and
archival documents.

This undertaking required visits to libraries and other archival sources
on the Continent, in England, and in the United States, including the Bib-
liotheque Nationale, the Quai d’Orsay, and the Naval Museum in the Tro-
cadero in Paris; the French Army and Navy Archives in Vincennes; the
Musée Masséna in Nice; dozens of chiteaux, including Talleyrand’s Valen-
cay, Malmaison, Fontainebleau, Pont de Briques in Boulogne, and Houge-
mont; public buildings, including in Paris the Conciergerie, the Naval Min-
istry, the Invalides, the Ecole Militaire, the National Assembly, and the
Senate. In Britain I visited Oxford’s Bodleian Library, the British Library,
and various naval museums. In the United States I worked in the Main
Library of the University of California, Berkeley, Yale’s Sterling Memorial
Library, and Dartmouth’s Baker Library.

I also attempted to retrace Napoleon’s steps through Egypt, Italy,
Spain, throughout the whole of France, including its major ports on both
coasts, through the Rhineland and up to Copenhagen, east by train to
Berlin and Potsdam, across Bohemia to Vienna and Salzburg, along the
Danube to Regensburg and Ulm, thence to Switzerland, and finally to
Waterloo in Belgium. It has been a long, arduous, but fascinating odyssey
requiring almost every minute of every day.

Being neutral about Napoleon has never been easy for Europeans. To
the French he is almost universally a national hero, his excesses overlooked
and unmentioned. By most other Europeans, whose ancestors suffered ter-
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ribly under his conquests, he is, understandably, hated. My view of him is
based upon what I found in the course of my research. I have attempted to
suppress nothing, and have tried to be as impartial as humanly possible. As
an American, whose young country at the time, apart from some minor
naval clashes, was neither an enemy nor an ally of Napoleon, I have been
able to avoid, I hope, emotional or nationalistic commitment to any one
side. Using all I could glean from the French documents and memoirs avail-
able, I have endeavored to deal with every aspect of his character and life,
whether regarding his private family life; or in the State Council; before
diplomatic receptions; or on the field of battle. I have reexamined his many
military campaigns, his treatment of those countries and peoples he con-
quered, his relations with colleagues and subordinates, and his ideas,
motives, and performance.

My goal is to provide a balanced insight into Napoleon and his actions.
And I hope that my biography will inspire my younger colleagues to
undertake the multivolume study this subject so richly deserves and
requires.
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