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Preface

Located in the depth of the vast expanse of desert,
Dunhuang has been attractive for its mystery and the sacred,

solemn statues of Buddha and Bodhisattvas.

Though deeply impressed by the great art of grottoes,
few people have ever thought deeper of “knowing-how” and
“knowing-why.” Nevertheless, there are still careful visitors
who can describe some of the tales depicted by the great
work of art.

There are people coming from word of mouth; and it

seems to be a matter of “being there, done that.”

There are also people coming to learn about the local
lifestyle, to admire the art of Buddha and Bodhisattva, and
keep in mind what they have seen and experienced for future

memory.

Both Buddhism and its art insist on and give priority
to people. Buddhism is an art a about people, an art to show
people the art of life. The art of Buddhism exhibits the
Buddhist conception and philosophy of life.

The essence of the Buddhist art at Dunhuang lies in
“giving priority to people,” which we stand with during the
edition of this book.

Therefore, we attached special importance to the elite
and most typical contents of the art of Dunhuang, providing
with as much historical background as possible to make it



more readable, so that readers can better communicate with
the characters in the book, including artists, Buddhists, and
the statues of Buddha, Bodhisattva, and monks. We wish to

offer our readers a larger space for thinking and imagining.

Our objectives are to tell stories in brief, vivid,
and interesting language; to make the stories informative
and photos presentable; to provide information plentiful,
comprehensive, typical, and unique; to offer standard or
popularly-known terms for the time, the statues, and frescos
in the Dunhuang Grottoes; to present the art of Dunhuang
Grottoes in a systematic way; and to offer space for readers
to think, challenge, and imagine.

As the Buddha believes, “All flesh is bestowed with
the nature of Buddhism.” Hope you:

Enjoy Buddhist art in 492 caves;

Worship the 3,000 Buddhist statues, big and small;
Read the 45,000 square meters of Buddhist stories;
Look back to a history of over 1,600 years;

Learn about the life of the times of Jin, Sui, and Tang;
Touch the culture of the ancient Silk Road;

Take closer look at the wonder of nature;

And unveil the mystery of the Dunhuang Grottoes.
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Western Region
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A bronze cross unearthed
from Cave Blos in northern
Mogao Caves.
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