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A Brief Introduction to the Author
EE b '

4" Family Background sg## *f

Nathanial Hawthorne (1804-1864) is one of the most significant writers
of the Romantic Period in America of the 19" century. He was born as
Nathaniel Hathorne on July 4, 1804, in Salem, Massachusetts. Hawthorne
was the descent of a long line of Puritan ancestors, and the social and econo-
mic status of his family was declining at his birth. Hawthorne’s ancestor, Will-
iam Hathorne, was one of the first settlers from England in 1630 and soon
became one of the community’s leaders, and he was merciless in his persecu-
tion of Quakers. Hawthorne mentioned it in the preface of The Scarlet Letter.
John Hathorne, the son of William, was one of the judges who oversaw the
notorious Salem Witch Trials in 1692. It was said John Hathorne was cursed
by the husband of a witch and the family declined from then on.

Hawthorne’s father, who was a captain, died on a voyage in Surinam
Dutch Guinea when he was only 4 years of age. Young Nathaniel, his mother
and two sisters moved to maternal grandfather’s in Salem. From that time on,
his widowed mother became overly protective and seldom left her own room,
and his two sisters also kept silent all the time. Because of the misdeeds of his
Puritan ancestors as well as the solemn atmosphere in the family, Hawthorne
lived in solitude and seclusion. He believed that the downfall of his family
just resulted from retribution. In order to differentiate himself from his
notorious Puritan ancestors and get rid of the evil curse, Hawthorne added the
letter W in his name shortly after his graduation from Bowdoin College in
1825. However, the memory of his family and its influence accompanied with
Hawthorne all the time, and the guilty consciousness haunted around him, for
which Hawthorne showed his idea of redemption in a lot of his works.

WIE/R-BR (1804-1864) B 9L REBENXFENPEEREE
BERZ—, 1804FE7H4H, BEREA TEEZENEPBEA—IREE
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BESHHER, BAHENREEEZHLTE, EROLERE-BR (Wiliam
Hathorne) & 1630 £ B M EEBR 2 —, BERMALBNTHKE, L%
PBEIBEASHE, BEREHEE (UF) NFEFERIIHE, BER
NP —frsEil, LD&-15F (John Hathorne) 2 1692 £ R ZMBEH “F=8HRIK
RR" PR—NZEE, BIRAR - BRIF THP—NLELXAAR, REMN
HE B RE,

ERAOXER—BMEK, A4 SHIETRENAEIMTER, TRE
SHNERMBAR N EKE I FREFXBELANMER, BBHEMNER
MRELETRANEL, BROVBABCHEE, BEKItBLRESE, BT
REFEMXEFBARNEL W, ERMERE, ERIRE, tREECRE
EXNEEREERB, 1 THECESHAEXAIR, EREETTAAR,
ERTE 1B FMBEZRAEREVERAERRUHBRRIAHER, JEL
E, RIKCIZMBICIBREDEMRS £, kEHERE, AERTBBRMUTF—4EELET
Lk, AMEMRNFSERPHTEHAHBEBRRENERE,

“# Education and Career ##& 545

The maternal relatives recognized his literary talent and in 1821 financed
his education at Bowdoin College. Among his classmates were many of the
important literary and political figures of the day, including the later elected
president Franklin Pierce and the poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. After
his graduation from Bowdoin College in 1825, Hawthorne came back to
Salem and turned to writing for 12 years. During this period of time, he read
widely and became further acquainted with the local history. Hawthorne
anonymously published his first novel titled Fanshawe in 1828 and several
short stories in various periodicals, which he collected in 1837 as Twice -
Told Tales. Hawthorne was offered an appointment as weigher and gauger at
the Boston Custom House at a salary of $1,500 a year in 1839.

Later, Hawthorne was greatly influenced by the Transcendentalism, and
joined the Brook Farm with an investment for $1,500 in 1841, which was a
Utopian community founded by some high-minded intellectuals. His original
plan was to find an ideal home for his fiancée, Sophia Peabody, and himself.
However, Hawthorne left the community at the end of that year with
disappointment. Though his stay there proved no more successful, the
experience influenced him a lot and offered the source for his novel The

Blithedale Romance later, which is the only work written in the first person,
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describing the contemporary life. In 1842, Hawthorne married Sophia Peabody
and moved to The Manse in Concord, the center of the transcendental movement
for 3 years. He acquainted himself with some famous writers there, such as
Emerson and Thoreau, and took a series of relevant activities about transcend-
entalism. ‘

HTEREAMNXFERR, 1821 FHEZERAN THARZRFER, F
FHEFETZEENNERNBUAR, HPBERRYUEARENEL MK -K
RESHARBRTE, 185 FERAKFEVE, DREHBE, NESHEK
B12F2Z R, EXRAEE, BRI ZHAXSHBE, YUMNHLOETE
R T, 1828 F, BERERZRAKRTE—BKE/IR CEH), BEAE—LH
T LR RER /N, T 1837 FA (B —BHHKE) — B, BR
BT 1839 FAEME LWL ITER, T 1500 £,

HTXIBREIXAEm, ERE 1M FSMTBREEINEINEIE
BRAAM—HBZRG, HRAT 1500 7T, ENRAMFMMAREZR
FEL-PT-FEBEELEIFE IR, BEREXEHEY 7Tixtt, REBRHE
BELHREIIN, EX—LZHANMEEEENT W, hEROAZHE
(BEEE) RETEM, XOhRERE ——HBULE - ARESURETFNE
Mo BRT 182 F5RFEMAEE, HEHENIFEEFIRBRENT S
MEM-—REEE, EREMERTERERE, BTPZA, HEMT—F
LR EE SRR

Hawthorne returned to Salem, where he was appointed surveyor of the
Salem Customs House in 1846. However, as a faithful Democrat, Hawthorne
was dismissed from this post in June 1849 when the Whig Party returned to
power. After that, Hawthorne devoted himself to his most famous nevel, The
Scarlet Letter (1850). In 1851, Hawthorne published another novel The House
of the Seven Gables, which is describing how the misdeeds of the ancestors
bring misfortunes to the offspring. The poet and critic James Russell Lowell
said it was better than The Scarlet Letter and called it “the most valuable
cont-ribution to New England history that has been made”. With Pierce’s
election as President, Hawthorne was rewarded with the position of the
United States consul in Liverpool in 1853. In 1857, his appointment ended,
and the Hawthorne family toured France and then stayed in Italy, where
Hawthorne began to write his The Marble Faun, a novel which focused on
the good and the evil. Hawthorne and his family returned to Concord in
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1860, and he published The Marble Faun that year. He died in his sleep on
May 19, 1864, in Plymouth, New Hampshire in the U.S. while on a tour with
Pierce, leaving 4 unfinished works.

1846 FERCIFIFE$HB, BEFEHBEBXRNEE, 1849F 6 A, BT
(AT H) UG, BEREN-—BRBOREZ AL, E5H BB
BERE, e, EREFATOEES, SHTHEZZNKE /L (4
F) (1850), F-_F, ERXHER T AN —HEZNER (FELtITLRAHE
MEF), XR—BHSHEEMES, HRERETHOKENGE, FAR
FRRAECR BB - PRRXFEMRL (LF) BEHLHE, B “WHER
EHEMARENENTR", RRFEEAXEEZG/F, ERT 1853 F
BEGABEEFNMBEANE, 1857 FEHERE, ERERBRAZEZEIR
W, BHBERAF, AEBEFBUETRLEERRANKE /IR (EFARE
8), 180 FEREHERARBRBEFLRT (EBEKR), 1864 £5 A
198, EREESRREEHRERD, EXEFEHHRMNEFFEH X,
Htth, MRBT 4 BRERNOEE,

“¥> Writing Style S#R#& &

Hawthorne developed a new form of fiction—the romance in American
literature. He claimed several times that the romance is radically different
from the novel. In the prefaces of The Scarlet Letter and The House of the
Seven Gables, Hawthorne defined what romance meant to him. According to
Hawthorne’s interpretation, romance is different from the realistic novels. The
traditional realistic novels stress representations of the external world or
human experiences with verisimilitude, but the romance is more concerned
with “truths of the human heart”, which allows the author to deviate from reality
in favor of imagination freely.

ERRXEAXELLEREBEUNINFLE MBZRERMENAR/N
W, TEFEL, BRERER (4F) UR (EMRABENET) NHEF
HERIIZIFELAMES, AER, REZTXNEERAELEXNEZRE
B, FENALENEMENERERUARAMNEETLRNELRR, MF
SMREDEZHBXTIAMN “ORNERX", L AEERH/TEHLERRD
m=E,

The themes in Hawthorne’s works often center on the problems like sin,

crime and punishment, and the most distinguished feature in his works lies in
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the revealing of the internal darkness of human beings, which shows the
influence of “original sin” he learned from Christianity. According to the belief
of Christianity, “original sin” will pass on from generation to generation since
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit against the willing of God and were
expelled from the Garden of Eden, and it refers to the sin that everyone is
born with. In the eyes of the Puritans, God is almighty and righteous and man
is sinful and evil. With the influence of such a kind of religion, Hawthorne
believes that man is evil-natured and sinful. In his opinion, all the social
problems, the conflicts between human beings and the crimes result from the
“inherent evil” of human beings rather than the material life, and the
“inherent evil” is the root of all misfortunes. Without doubt, Hawthorne is greatly
influenced by the Calvinism of original sin, which is known as Hawthorne’s
“black vision”.

At the same time, Hawthorne was influenced by the transcendentalism,
which emphasizes the significance and dignity of the individual, and believes
that the individual is the most important element in society. Because of the
constant influence by the idea of inherent evil of Puritanism as well as the
optimistic attitude of transcendentalism, Hawthorne shows his ambivalent
attitude to human beings in his works, and the characters are always the mixture
of evil and good, which makes the thoughts of the characters profound.

ERERPHETE—RPEP TRITRE, LRNEINFRA, BRAX
ORFLHRBEA T e HREBENOERLE, IERAEE LRREEELT
‘RE" HatNEm, BEZAA, BATYE, EEAaFEERET LTFES
MREREEFHREZRE, “‘RE" KREFZ, AXIEEEAEER/RNE
&, FRARERBNED LFTRLHEMN. TEM, AXRFTN. £, &
X—REBRPEWT, BERIRME T “AME" MR, ikd, —9#
LEBE. ASAZENFE. LRARSEHNREBAREHSYREED, ML
HREBEFEN—F F" EEHN, & BARNKENBRAHARS, 2—1V)
FEMRE, EXLEND, BERAIMRXBRXTELERXNEZERFERR
R, TRRMRZAERN “REAR",

5kEK, hZBRFXBENAEW, MRBFPIARFLLNEXNE
P, AAPTARHESBREENTR, ERATAHNAMKENBREZEMN
AMEXENNSAEHEWEER, AN AMNARREERR TN
M, AMEERPOAVELBEAESENRESEK, MRTHERADHE
BEHE,
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Because of the Puritan tradition of his family and his unique life
experience, Hawthorne shows an obvious intention for teaching in his works;
however, he can’t express his ideas freely to avoid the offense from the
contemporary society and government. Therefore, he is adept at using
elaborate symbolism to express his views. Taking The Scarlet Letter as an
example, the meaning of the letter A undergoes an imperceptible change as
Hester’s moral development, and it has numerous interpretations. At first, it
is a symbol of the shame “adultery”, but then Hester changes it into “able” with
her delicate embroideries for the townspeople, and finally, it signifies “angel”
because of her generosity and kindness.

Furthermore, the names of the characters in the novel also have symbolic
meanings. For example, Arthur Dimmesdale, a well-regarded young minister,
whose initials are AD, standing for “adultery”, which means that Arthur Dim-
mesdale is altually an aduter. Meanwhile, “Dim” means “dark and weak”, and
“dale” means “valley”, so the name of the minister is actually a symbol of
the “dim-interior”. Another example is the name of Roger Chillingworth, in which
“Chilling” comes from the word “chilly”, meaning this man is a merciless
avenger. There are lots of other examples with symbolic meanings in the
novel, such as the scaffold, the wild rose-bush in front of the prison door as

well as the forest, to mention just a few.

HTERNAERREERURMBTOETEZLS, EERPNREBEIFE
ERE, AW, ATBERELHSMEH LR, X ATREF LR, AL,
R EENDYHRTEFERFTLECHRE, U (LF) A6, NEPHF
‘A" BRERIMZABAMALEZER, BELXFTALABLERTNEL
B, AMISENREMLE T ZMER, SRYVNBEXA “@I" (adultery),
ERBUBEEECHNFHELNANVEEBENZLD, HENALEN
A — “BEF" (able) A, MM KREFE, FAREKR, XSAMNKER
i “X4EE" (angle). \

i, NMIPFEALNEFHRIRED, 0, IASENFERHEES.
THEErR/R (Arthur Dimmesdale) f9ENEF 8 AD IEF2 “Adultery” (&%)
NI ANEFE, X LR EAEBR Arthur Dimmesdale 2 — M@ &, R,
“Dim" HNEBR B, EBM", “Dale” WEER “WA", FUKIHNEF
LR ERM “BAREAL" HRAE, XMW, TA-FREH (Roger Chilingworth),
“chilling” BF “chilly" (T&E, K4, REHNE), XthiERTHE—EEN
BhE, Rtz NEIFEFEABEBRIERXNEY, ORE, HEMRIIFTNE
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Hawthorne is adept at revealing the inner conflicts and psychological
movements of the characters, because the most important thing Hawthorne
concerns himself about is the heart of human beings. In his opinion, the
origin of evil is the human heart, therefore, the best way to reveal evil is from
“truths of the human heart”; furthermore, the human behaviors resulted from
the psychological movement, the description about the characters must be
superficial without the exposure of the inner world. There are several chapters
in The Scarlet Letter functioning as the characters’ “interior monologue”
(Chapters 5, 9 and 11), which reveal the complicated inner world of the
characters. Therefore, Hawthorne’s works are always called “psychological ro-
mance”. ;

Last but not least, the supernatural element always plays an important
role in Hawthorne’s works, for which his works are enveloped in a mysterious
religious atmosphere all the time. And furthermore, he keeps an obvious and
strong teaching intention in his works, and his language is always full of
obscurity and gloom. :

ERERNZ —ABRAREFIERTAVNAN OCARIMOEES, —F
m, BEREXONEBANOR, AHhER, ACRAEBZE, AMBEAN
BT NREAEFERMARR ORMRX" BF, 5—AHE, ANFTAREL
KAEHOCEKE, NAHGTOERE, \VREEBAERRL, VRESK
%o (LAF) PEAZETHARTAYN ‘ALRE", AXHAHETAY
SXANACHR (MES5E FIFEURE N F), Ak, ERNVERDBE
A "ORFERL",

R, RERIN—ARZ, ERNERTLERATBARER, THM
BARESA,; NERRBBRRE, XFRABZ, EFB,

% Comment on the Author #it 5%

Hawthorne is one of the best writers of American Romanticism in the 19"
century. Although Hawthorne once said his works couldn’t bring broad influences,
he created a lot of remarkable works and established his own writing style.
Herman Melville, his contemporary writer and the author of Moby Dick, even
regarded him as an equal of Shakespeare in his critical article Hawthorne and
His Mosses in 1850. Furthermore, Hawthorne helped to change the original
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scheme of Moby Dick. Henry James, the famous American writer, also spoke
highly of Hawthorne and said “Hawthorne’s work will remain ... Among the men
of imagination he will always have his niche.” D. H. Lawrence called him “a
blue-eyed darling” ; although he “knew disagreeable things in his inner soul”, he
“was careful to send them out in disguise.” Poe, his contemporary writer, in his
review of Twice-told Tales in 1842, said Hawthorne’s tales “belong to the
highest region of art—an art subservient to genius of a very lofty order”. Ernest
Hemingway and William Faulkner also gave high credit for Hawthorne and
acknowledged that they learned much from him.

ERBPUA IHLXEREEXXEPRRPRUECHERZ—, BERE
FERBHBERGNERASSIETZOWE, BEXIHNEFHER, BRE
ETRDOARFGNEE, R TECRAFENSHERE, SHEFKHN
ZRER (MR (BR) L) RZHEZ W, 7 1850 FMITFREXE (E
RMBNBEE) PEERERSXENT LIRS EMH; BREXET
(BtR) BHEMPIR,; ER/NERZH-BEEBGTCSERHBERIE. “HwNER
BokGE - REETRRENZRFKREMNMN,” DHFERHRMLA K
REHNEN", RME ‘RAPFTREMTRAOKRE", XE /oL eq]
HEFELER", MEBR -FLEMD (EHENHRE) FENTFRPER
ERNNE "BTZANRSER, FREBHANBZABMNERST TS

BETH, HRABRN MBI 4 TREMEM,
Introduction to the Novel
RN E

NSRRI | eSS R T SIS S o * SR
e S N

C S, 00
4~

"% Background #® %8 < F

The setting of The Scarlet Letter is Boston in the 1650s, and the reside-
nts are the first generation of immigrants from England. They left England to
avoid religious oppression and wanted to form their own communities in the
New World. The Puritans stressed thrift, piety and sobriety, and they aimed at
purging the Church of its ostentation and corruption. However, as time went

on, the Puritan leaders did not tolerate religious beliefs that differed from theirs
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and began to persecute those people. And furthermore, the Puritan’s opposition
to pleasure was ridiculous sometimes, they made laws about private morality
as well as public behaviors and even suspected joy and laughter as symptoms
of sin.

The author told us the material source for his masterpiece in the preface
of the book: The Customs House. “One idle and rainy day”, as the surveyor
in the Customs House in Salem, the author found a small package from the
heaped-up rubbish in the corner of the office. There was a piece of “much
worn and faded” red cloth with the shape of a capital letter “A”. When the
author happened to place it on his breast, he experienced a sensation of
burning heat. A small of dingy paper which twisted around the cloth explai-
ned the story. A woman named Hester Prynne, who lived in the late 17" cen-
tury, was punished to wear a scarlet letter “A” on the breast because of adu-
ltery. This was the method to punish the offender according to New England
doctrines at that time. The story touched the author so deeply that he created
his masterpiece The Scarlet Letter with this source.

(UF) NHELERR 1650 FRIEMR T, YHNNERERXEERNE
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AN ABGHMAXTABEE T AR, BEEAARKERENRIL,
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It’s unnecessary for us to discuss whether the material source the author
claimed is true or not, but his delicate layout of story makes the readers feel
a sense of historical reality and an air of authenticity. In fact, the law of
Plymouth Colony in 1658 indeed defined the punishment for adultery: The

individual would have to wear the letters AD “cut out in cloth and sowed on
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