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IMMENSEE
THE OLD MAN

One afternoon in the late autumn a well-
dressed old man was walkirg slowly dewn tle
gtreet. He appeared to be returning heme fromi a

5 ".\\k for his bittkle shoes which followed a fashion

*long since aut of date,' were covered with dust.
‘Under his arm he carried a long, gold-headed

eanes his déirk eyes, in which the whole of hislong- "
Jost youth geemed to have centred, and which co.

trasted gtrangely with his saow-white hair, gazed

- ealmly-on the sights arouud him or peered into the

town below as it lay befere him, bathed in the

haze of sunset.

He appeared to be almost a atranger, for cf

the passers-by only a few greeted him, altheufh
many & one involuntarily was compelled to za;e into

those grave eyes.







(At Tast he halted before a high. gabled house,
cast one more glance out toward the town. and
then pagsed into the hall. At the sound of the door-
bell some one in the from within drew aside the
green curtain room a small window that looked out
on to the hall, and the face of an old woman was
~ geen behind it. The man mads a sign to her with
his cane
“no light yet!*’ he Sald in a elightly southern.
g,.nqepnt and the housekeeper let the curtain fall

3 § N i € SN 5
d man now passed threugh the broad
h an inmer hall, wherein against the
e baken chests bearing porcelain
ush the door opposite he entered
from whleh 4 narrow staircase led to
ng'at the back of the house. He elimb-
yslowly, unlocked a door at. the hg, :
d in a room of medium gize.
; It wasa comfortable, quiet retreat. Ghi!ﬁa'
;walls was lined with cupboards and booke
: ,.p;he Other hung pictures of men and
' table with a green cover lay *a n
books. and before the table stoed:

e

3. & number of, several.
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chalr With.a red.velvet cyshion,. .. a s
Aftar the old man hal plgicod hls hnt nnd stlck_
in a corner, he sat down In tthe arm-chah- and,

foldme bis hinds, aeemeg% be *taking his res!'-

ol adn ol n g o SdeR K O

ard °f~“8'htv passed slowly onward the old man
ﬂd}t lnvafnﬂarﬁy wﬁ‘\}hfs' N R
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THE CHILDREN o FRER

" *Bejord wery long ‘tﬁéfasiiﬁéy"fé%‘fﬁ‘ of a Hittle
maiden advanced. toward him. . .er name:was
Elisabeth, and she m1 zht have been five years old,
Ve himself was twice that age. Round her neck
she wore a red silk kerchief wilich was very bes
commg to her brown eyes, . g% &

“Rein! ard"' ghe cued “we have a hohda.y}
a ho hday‘ No school the whole day and none to-‘
morrow either 1 M

Reinhard was carrying his slate under his‘army’
but he flung it behind the front dc 00T, aﬁd_}hen both,
the children ran through the house into the garlien
and through the garden gate out into the meadsw’"
The unexpecied holiday came to them at & inost
happily opportune mome t,

It was in the mcadow that Reinhard, with
Elizabeth's help, *had luiit @ house cu: of sodsof
grass.? They meant to live in it during the summer
evenings: bat it still wanted 2 bench. He set to
work at once: nails, Fammer, and the necessary
boards were *already to hand,?

A8

1. before very long, after a short time, soon.
2. had built a house out .f...., fij...-H T —Ff
- § =
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{ ¢ While he wes thus engaged, Elissbeth went
along the dyke, gathe ring the ring-shaped seeds of
the wild mallow in ber apron, *with the object of*
making herself chains and necklaces euz of them;
&0 that when R> tnhard had at last fimshed his
bench in apxte of many a crodkedly hammered nail,
and came ‘out into the sunlight again, she was
already wandering far awayat the of her end of the
- meadoV, ﬁ % i # e R

- vElis ;betb!" he called, "‘EIiSabet,h 1” and
then she came, hey hair streaming behind her. |

“eCome here,” he said; *‘cur house is finighed
© Dow. W}\y you hav: got quite hot! Come jo. and
let u3 s iton the new bench. I will tell youaﬂtory.

' So they both went in and €at down on the new
bench. KElissbeth tock the, little seed rings out of
: _her apron at:d strung them on 1ong threads. Rzin-

hard began h1s tale ¥4 There wer:2 once ¥p n a
tim? three syummg woemh )8 ‘z
+On!” said Elisabsth, 't* I know that off by

hear:®s; you really must M* always tell me thesame

SLO[‘Y X
: Aecordingly Remha:i had to give up the Story

1. with the object of. .. ""]'6‘75“
2. G Grimm ﬂﬁ%ﬂ‘] Z*ﬂﬁ}wﬁ .
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of the three spinning-women and tell instead the
story of the poor man who was cast into the den of
lions.

“It was now night,” he said, **black night,
you know; and the lions were asleep. But “every
now and th:n' they would vawn in their sicep and
shoot out their red tongues. And then the man
wou'd shudder and think it was morning. *All at
onés? a bright light fell all about him, and when he
looked up an angel was standing before him, The
angel beckoned to him with his hand and then went
.trmght into the rocks.” ]

' Elisabeth had been listening attentively. **An

angel?” she said. ' Hal he wings, then?"’
“Jt is only a atory," snswer d Roinhard ;

“there are no angels, you know.” Y
‘w(Qh, fie! Reinhard!” she said, %staring him
steasght in the face.?
He looked at her with a frown, apa she asked
him hesitatingly: “Well, why do ‘ hey-always say
there are? other, and Aunt; and at sshool *as
well* ?" -
i “I don t know." he mswered

'1. now and th  15EE. ae?ﬁ ST every, &

. RAEHE.
* 9, Al at once: suddenly; all of & -gudden,
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