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On September 23", 2013, 25 scholars from South Korea, the Philippines,
Malaysia, India, Thailand, Israel, Australia, Mexico, Brazil, Ireland, USA and
China gathered at Hubei University, Wuhan, China, to discuss contemporary
world culture development issues with the theme of “ current situation and
prospects of contemporary world mainstream culture” . Scholars have reached a
consensus concerning world culture development, especially the world

mainstream culture, and agreed to make the following declaration:
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It is widely acknowledged that today’s world is the world of cultural
diversity. Indeed, being opposite to the trend of economic globalization, today’s
world culture increasingly shows a diverse pattern. Many scholars, politicians and
even ordinary people regard this kind of diversity as an inevitable trend in world
culture development, and therefore strive to prove and defend this diversity.
They hardly think or notice whether the world needs its mainstream culture
under the new pattern of cultural diversity and whether it needs the common
values universally recognized by all countries and all people of the world. We
believe that, in today’s world where economic globalization and cultural diversity
coexist, it is necessary to construct the world’s mainstream culture, at least to
give priority to it. Mainstream culture and values are the basic principles and
values which safeguard peace and security of the world. Every country has its
government but the world as a whole is in a state of anarchy. In this condition,
if there is no basic value principles at all in the world, or although there is but
completely neglected, our world would be at stake.
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What we call the mainstream culture refers to the culture which has a
leading role and universal popularity accepted by the public in a society. If a kind
of culture wants to be the mainstream culture, it must not only represent the
interests and universal wishes of the majority or all member of a society, but also
be much more advanced than all other cultures, and can always strengthen itself
by accepting the reasonable constituents of all other non-mainstream cultures.
Therefore, the mainstream culture we want to construct is not to deny and reject
cultural diversity, but to regulate all the non-mainstream cultures and get respect
and recognition from them with the pre-condition that the mainstream culture
and non-mainstream cultures co-exist and co-develop with each other. It coexists
with non-mainstream cultures and get continuously improved and developed by
constantly studying from them. The mainstream culture of the world is not a
simple denial and rejection to national mainstream culture. It is the universal
consensus and common principles formed by respecting the culture of every
country. For one particular country, these common pﬁnciples represent only the
bottom line in its value system and culture, not the dominant or the whole
principles. Of course, these principles should have the function of guidance and
regulation ; otherwise they would lose the significance of value principles. To the

country violating these regulations of bottom line, it will be disapproved by the
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world.
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What we need to point out particularly is that, the mainstream culture and
values of the world are definitely not the culture and values of a particular
country, but the culture and values which are universally recognized and made
consensus by all people of all countries in the world. Any attempt to globalize or
output the value of one particular country, will not only make no contribution to
the world’s mainstream culture construction, but also result in the damage of it.
During the process of world mainstream culture construction, we must resolutely
oppose this kind of attempt, and make the world mainstream culture constructed
and shared together by people of the world.
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It is the common duty of every country and all people of the world, but
first of all, the duty of scholars, to construct the world mainstream culture.
Today’s world is a world of civilization and a world of prosperity. Anything we

do must be guided by theories with implementation plans proved by theories, so
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must the world mainstream culture construction related to the future and the
destiny of the world. It is the common social duty and historical commitment for
scholars of various countries to provide theoretical framework or the theory with
practical proof for world mainstream culture and values construction. Scholars
from different countries should voluntarily take the common social duty and the
great historical commitment to make the due contribution to the theoretical
construction of the world mainstream culture and values.
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To provide theories for world mainstream culture and values not only needs
individual studies of all the scholars from different countries, but also needs
exchange, dialogue and cooperation among these scholars. The forum we host is
to build up a platform for scholars studying world culture in various countries to
make communication, dialogue and cooperation, and to set up the think tank for
world culture development. The theme of this forum is “the current situation
and future of mainstream world culture”. We will explore together other great
problems concerning world mainstream culture development in the future. The
forum is a starting point with great historical significance for scholars of different
countries to make joint research of world cultures. It will initiate the common
concern of mainstream culture construction for the human being. We hope that

the forum will be permanently held in different places of the world. We hope the
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forum will not only expand the influence of every scholar’s academic study of
world mainstream culture, but also directly promote the government of every
country and the people of the world to do world mainstream culture

construction.
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In order to have this platform permanently held and in order to make it
more and more wide, I propose to establish the Council for “World Culture
Development” , and all representatives at this forum from different countries can
be the member of the first Council if there is no objection. There are two duties
for every member of the Council: one is to recommend more scholars to
participate the forum in order to provide the joint intellectual support for world
culture development; the other is to try to organize world culture development
forum in his or her country. We hope that the forum could be held annually in
different countries in order to expand its influence and enhance the awareness and

consciousness for every country to develop world mainstream culture.
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Scholars who participate in the Forum and make signature

Jiang Chang ( Hubie University ), Paul Swift ( Bryant University ) , Dai
Maotang ( Hubei University ) , Corazon T. Toralba ( Philippines), Yu Wujin
(Fudna University ), Mair Ni Lorcain ( Ireland ), Wan Junren ( Qinghua
University) , Hortensia Cuéllar Pérez ( Mexico ), Zhang Qingzong ( Hubei
University ) , Daniel Veras (Brazil) , Sun Weiping ( Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences) , Han Gang-Hyen ( South Korea ), Wang Zhongxin ( Chinese
Christian Scholars Association of North America), A. L. Samian ( Malaysia) ,
Wu Xiangdong ( Beijing Normal University ), Lydia Amir ( Israel ), Liu
Wenxiang ( Hubei University ) , Frank James Wucinski (U. S. A) , Li Xiangkun
( Hubei University ) , Erika Zoeller Veras ( Brazil), Chen Jianhua ( Hubei
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine ), Qiang Yihua ( Hubei

University ) , Zhao Hongmei ( Hubei University )
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