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Prefaace

The Program

En contacto is a complete intermediate Spanish program designed to put the
English-speaking student in touch with today’s Hispanic culture through its lan-
guage and literature. The program includes a review grammar that stresses com-
munication (Gramdtica en accién) and an accompanying instructor’s edition, a
reader that emphasizes the acquisition of reading skills as well as text compre-
hension (Lecturas intermedias), a workbook/lab manual (Cuaderno de ejerci-
cios y laboratorio), and an audio program. Since the acquisition of vocabulary
is as important to the intermediate student as the review of grammar, each of the
twelve chapters of each component is coordinated with the other components by
theme, grammar topic, and high-frequency core vocabulary. The program is
arranged for flexibility: the grammar text (and exercise manual) can be used in
courses in which reading is not emphasized, and the reader can be used inde-
pendently in intermediate courses stressing reading, literature, or conversation.
The twelve chapter themes were chosen to appeal to the contemporary student
and to introduce cultural materials and stimulating topics for discussion or com-
position.

s in the Qixth Edition

Chang

While the basic scope and sequence of the book were maintained in the sixth
edition, the following features are new:

- Two new chapter themes: ecology (Chapter 9, Un planeta para todos) and
communications, including Internet communication (Chapter 11, jAdids, dis-
tancias!).

« A new end-of-chapter section called ;A comunicarnos!, with pair and small-
group activities, games, and guided writing.

- Increased use of authentic material, such as excerpts from magazine articles
and literary selections, particularly in the Presentacion del tema sections,
many of which were rewritten to provide new perspectives on the chapter
themes.

- New exercises in the grammar sections to provide increased personalization.

« Full-color design with color photos and all-new line art.

For more information, see the new Instructor’s Edition of En contacto:
Gramdtica en accion.
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The Review Grammar: Gramadtica en accion

@r«qanizaﬁon

Presentacién del tema

Each chapter begins with a short presentation of the chapter theme, which is
recorded on an audio CD. Students can listen at home, or the instructor can pre-
sent this section in class. These sections are recorded in order to give students
more practice in improving aural comprehension. Discussion questions follow.
Next comes the Vocabulario itil, an active vocabulary list. The words listed
are used immediately by students in the exercises and activities that follow, pro-
moting true vocabulary acquisition. Also included in the Presentacion del
tema section and on the audio CD is Para escuchar, a section of recorded con-
versations that introduce the chapter’s theme, vocabulary, grammar, and lan-
guage functions in a natural context. These conversations give students practi-
cal, functional language. The listening comprehension exercises in this section
can be done in class or assigned as homework. They consist of global listening
first (listening for main ideas), followed by more discrete listening tasks to im-
prove students’ aural comprehension. The audio CD for the Presentacion del
tema is included with each grammar text; extra copies and the tapescript are
available from the publisher.

Gramatica y vocabulario

The grammar explanations that follow are designed to go beyond the grammar
presented in a first-year text without introducing too much detail. The Spanish
examples practice the chapter vocabulary and in many cases provide cultural in-
formation about the Hispanic world. The exercise sections, Practica, contain a
wide variety of oral and written activities arranged in order of increasing diffi-
culty. They are based directly on the chapter theme and vocabulary. Instructors
are encouraged to use these as pair and small-group activities whenever possi-
ble. One or sometimes two Vocabulario itil sections are included in each
Gramatica y vocabulario section, and the vocabulary is made immediately ac-
tive by practice in the exercises.

En otras palabras

These sections focus on two or more language functions and provide explana-
tions, examples, and exercises. They are based on notional-functional method-
ology and therefore are largely independent of the grammatical syllabus. They
focus on the communicative use of language for specific purposes or functions.
Since the sections are optional, the material they contain is not “tested” in sub-
sequent grammar sections; that is, it is not considered active knowledge essen-
tial for doing later grammatical exercises. The authors hope that these sections



will be used for fun as well as to help the students achieve communicative com-
petence. The important thing throughout the En otras palabras sections is that
students make an effort to communicate.

i{A comunicarnos!

This section includes pair and group activities, games related to the chapter’s
theme and grammar, and a Composicién estructurada or guided composition
activity.

Para escuchar: Suplemento

Following Chapter 12 is Para escuchar: Suplemento. This optional supple-
ment to the Para escuchar sections consists of authentic selections from Radio
Espaiiola, shortened but unsimplified. These passages will provide students
with challenging yet interesting listening-comprehension practice. The scripts
are included in the tapescript.

Appendixes

Following Para escuchar: Suplemento are the appendixes, which cover cap-
italization, punctuation, and word stress; information on numbers, dates, and
time; use of prepositions after certain infinitives; answers to selected exer-
cises; and verb charts. In addition, there is a complete Spanish-English end
vocabulary.

Pair 2nd Small-Group Activities

Many of the exercises and activities of this book lend themselves to pair and
small-group work, and the authors encourage instructors to use them as such
whenever possible. With group or pair activities, students have more opportuni-
ties to practice the language, and shy students in particular benefit tremen-
dously. Also, the instructor has more time to answer questions and help those
who need extra attention.

The authors recommend that in using group or pair activities the instructor:

1. set very clear time limits, to encourage efficient use of the time by the stu-
dents

2. make sure the directions are absolutely clear to the students, which may in-
volve explicit demonstration, and that students are convinced of the value of
the activity

3. move around the room to answer questions, listen to what is happening, and
occasionally participate in the work

4. follow up the activity with a meeting of the class as a whole, preferably with
some of the pairs or groups reporting in some way on what they did

PREFACE =
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Workbook/Lab Manual

Each chapter of the combination workbook/lab manual contains all new exer-
cises not found in the review grammar text. The exercises in the workbook sec-
tion provide additional writing practice, while the lab section and accompany-
ing audio program provide extra oral practice. The lab section contains listening
discrimination exercises, comprehension exercises, dictations, songs, and prac-
tice of grammatical structure. The exercise manual is based on and carefully co-
ordinated with the review grammar text.

Tapeseript and Recordings

A tapescript to accompany the review grammar is available from the publisher. It
includes the chapter opening passages and the Para escuchar sections, as well
as the tapescript for the lab program. An audio CD containing the Presentacién
del tema and Para escuchar sections is packaged with the student text and the
Instructor’s Edition. The lab program is available on cassettes or on audio CDs.

Videomundo \ideo, Viewer s Manvual, and Video
Transeript and Viewer's Manval Answer Key

The Holt, Rinehart and Winston intermediate Spanish Videomundo video, with a
viewer’s manual and the transcript to the videos and viewer’s manual answer key,
can be used with the En contacto program if desired. The Instructor’s Edition for
En contacto: Gramadtica en accion includes a chapter-by-chapter correlation.

Web Gite

The Web site for En contacto includes interactive Web activities and links to
related sites, chapter by chapter. See the Holt, Rinehart and Winston Web site at
http://www.hrwcollege.com.

The following symbols, or icons, are used throughout this text:

The material is on the audio CD accompanying the book.

The Web site contains related activities.

This activity works well with pairs.

This activity works well with small groups.
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CAPITULO UNO

La celebracion de las lla

Presentacion del tema

En el calendario hispano hay muchos dias de fiesta. Un refran espafiol dice: «No
te pueden quitar lo bailado»; esto significa que hay que gozar de la vida, cele-
brarla. Hay fiestas religiosas, patridticas y culturales. En la pagina anterior, se
ve una foto de la fiesta del Gran Poder en Bolivia:

«Para los aymaras, la fiesta del Gran Poder es una de las fechas mas impor-
tantes. Durante la época colonial, para no volver al trabajo inhumano de las
minas, los indigenas inventaron [concibieron la idea] que, de tanto cavar /[dig],
habian llegado a las puertas del infierno y se habian encontrado con [had met]
el diablo. La historia impresion6 a los espaiioles [y]... para recordar el episodio
[los indigenas] crearon estos personajes: los diablos.»'

v«Las llamadas» es otra fiesta hispana; se celebra en Uruguay. «La cele-
bracién de las llamadas se remonta [goes back] a los ritos religiosos y tradi-
ciones de los banties de Angola, de Mozambique y del Congo, paises de origen
de la mayor parte de los negros uruguayos. Con exuberantes cadencias y magni-

madas

This symbol indicates that the section is on cassette. Your instructor may ask you to listen to this sec-
tion before reading it to practice listening comprehension.
Daniel Pardon, «La fiesta del Gran Poder », Geomundo, mayo de 1996, paginas 467—-475.



