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The Tortoise’s* shell* is his house.
He has to carry it on his back® all the
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lazy,* because he refused* to go to Zeus
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The Tortoind and thi Thski 3

saw other animals move about”® freely and
swiftly.® He wanted to see the world like
they did, but the house on his back and his
short legs made it impossible.

One day the Tortoise told two ducks his

= & sad ;
ﬂ}Eﬁﬁ ':’:tycmhclpyauwsctlhcwodd.'usd

the Ducks. “Bite* down hard on this stick

7‘6 T ﬁ‘f_gﬁ-ﬁ with your mouth, and we will fly you high

up in the sky so that you can see the world.

; ﬂ‘] g‘: ) gd‘ ﬁ gﬁ‘ ﬁ ééJ No matter what* happens.* do not speak.

Or you'll regret* it very badly™

.i‘:-"-] }‘E ﬁ‘ﬁ E.iﬁ‘é_‘i. .}iﬁ , The Tortoise was very pleased.” He bit

down on the stick as hard as he could, and

>3 > . = the Ducks took hold of* each end and

fi&%iﬁ jJ xi tP began to fly into the air. The pair of Ducks

éﬁ @1 flew high in the sky, and the Tortoise
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A Chapter 1 3

Move to the

qJO’WTl

BN EE, BB T XM
AKERMFZA, EMRETERSENE. LH
RERTGEHBEIAAN, HERFWENBMHLER
SHRRZERD.

May 4, 1771

How happy I am that [ am gone! My
dear friend, how strange is the heart of
man! To leave you, whom I love so dearly,
and yet to feel happy! I know you will
forgive me. My dear friend, I promise
you that I will improve; I will no longer,



Cﬁayter 1 Move to the Town 3

as has been my habit, continue to worry
about every little thing; I will enjoy the
present, and the past shall be the past. No
doubt* you are right, my dear friend, that
there would be far less suffering* if we
spent less time remembering past sorrows
and instead endured the present with
calm. |

Please kindly inform my mother that I
shall take care of her business to the best
of my ability. I cannot write further; only
~assure my mother that all will be well.

My dear friend, misunderstandings and
neglect* cause more trouble in the world

than even hatred* and wickedness.* And
indeed, the latter™ two are less frequent.*

In other ways, I am very well. Solitude*
in this paradise is soothing™ to my mind,

no doubt L& suffering adj. ) neglect n. Z¥ hatred
n. 1R wickedness n. F5;E the latter & frequent adj. 4l
Yy, ®BH solitude n. 74N soothe v. ZEF0, {FLEF



4 The Sorrows of Young Werther

and the spring cheers my heart. Every tree,
every bush, is full of flowers.

The town itself is unpleasant, but all
around you find an inexpressible* beauty
of nature. The late* Count M created
a garden on one of the hills, forming
a lovely valley. The garden is simple. I
have already wept* at the memory of its
departed master in a summer house. But it
will soon be mine and I will be the master

of the place.

May 10, 1771

A wonderful peace has filled my entire
soul. It is like those sweet mornings of
spring which I enjoy with my whole heart.
[ am alone, and feel the charm of life in
this spot. [ am so happy, my dear friend,
so delighted by this tranquil* existence*
that I neglect my talents. [ am unable to
draw right now, and yet I feel that I never
was a greater artist than now. As I lie



