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A TOUR

IN

SWITZERLAND ;

OR,

A VIEW OF THE PRESENT STATE, &c

———————

CHAPTER XXII

Afeent to the Glaciers.— Mauntain-Profpedls.—Hymn
written among the Alps.

F ROM a little village fituated at the
foot of the Glaciers, and near the fource
of the Rhine, we departed early the
next mornintg to {cale the mountain that
led us to that mighty ftore-houfe of
winter. Qur road lay along the fide of
a torrent, part of which is applied to the
purpofe of turning the mill belonging to
the hamlet, and watering the little en-
clofures around it. A path-way had been

Vor. 1II. B formed
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2 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT

tformed by the people acrofs the Glaciers,
in order to communicate with the -
habitants of the upper part of the valley
of Ragantz.

The mountain, like thofe we had jufi
left in the middle region, on the fouthern
fide of St. Bernardin, produced a fine
thort grafs; and the pcafants were {pread-
ing as we paffed their {cented harveft,
to the pleafant, but flecting fun-beam,
cager to improve the precarious bleffing,
and fnatch the golden moments! Along
a fine amphitheatre of mountains, we
Ipied the inhabitants of the various cot-
tages at this paftoral employment, hang-
ing on the fteeps like goats, to turn the
fwath, and lcaving us to wondcr by what
ingenuity the grafs was firft mowed.
'Thefe chalets, or mountain cabins, are
fitted for the region where they are
placed, though of an order of architecture

1 of
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND.

of which Palladio gives no defcription.
They are in general built with the wood
of the pine, or the larch, but when not in
the neighbourhood of forefts, are ereéted
with ftone. To moft of the chalets the

mountain itfelf affords one fide ready con-

ftruted, as they are ufually placed in
fach fitnations that when the avalanche
rolls from the top, it fhall find no re-
fiftance from thofe habitations, fhielded
by the fiiendly hill that 1ifes abrupt be-
hiad, but pafsing harmlefs over the fhel-
tered dwelling, fling at a fafe diftance its
defauctive mafs.

In the laft of thefe chalets we ftopped
te repofe ourfelves, though we had halted
fo often to botanize, as the hills abounded
in @ rich variety of heibs and delicate
mountain-flowers, that we had hitherto
fuffered lttle from the labor of the
afeent; but our ramble, together with the

B2 morn-
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