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Lily Tuck’s The News from Paraguay (2004 ) is a lush,
engaging historical epic that tells an unusual love story of
Paraguay’s real — life nineteenth — century dictator Francisco
Solano Lopez and his Irish mistress Ella Lynch. It offers a
kaleidoscopic portrait of a world that is exotic, vivid and
relevant for anyone or the nation concerned about the abuses
of power, corruption and generation — long consequences of
destructive wars. There lie the urgency of the narrative, the
imaginative richness of its intimate detail, and the wealth of
characters whose stories are skillfully layered and unfolded.

The epic truly displays a gift for blending fact and fiction to
great poetic effect and for exploring the murkiest of moral and

political realms. It captures the physical beauty of an exotic
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land in the author’ s characteristically exact and evocative
prose. The novel won the 2004 National Book Award of the

United States.

Screening Committee of

The Annual Best Foreign Novels, 21st Century
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