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Lesson One

A Lifetime of Happiness

He stood at the cornor of Broadway and Forty-Second
Street On the front of his hat was fixed a sheet”of’
paper with the words “Matrimonial News” written on it,
anether sheet witt the same words was fixed on his chest,
and he carried a pile of them in his left hand. And
every little while he shouted:

“Buy the Matrimonial News. If you want a wife or
a husband. Five cents a copy. Only five cents for a life-
time of happiness.”

He said this without any expression at all, smiling
at the passing crowds.

“Five cents a copy. Only five cents for a lifetime of
happiness.”

“Have you tried it yourself?” I asked him.

“No,” he answered thoughtfully, “to tell you the truth,
I have not. I have seen enough of life, Why should I try?
I am fifty-two years old, and my wife died this day fif-
teen years ago.”

Interrupting himself every now and then to call upon
the passing world to buy the Matrimonial News, he told

v § -



me the story of his life:

“Poth my father and my mother were working peo-
ple. They died when I was still a toy, and I had to pick
up odd, jobs which earned me little more than nothing at
all, But as I was never strong myself, I went to a night
school and later became a clerk. I worked in ceveral of-
fices

“rt #ie age of twenty—seven 1 fell in love with a
girl for the first time in my life, and soon we got mar-
ried. Our first child died soon after he was born, largely
because our room had too little light and air for a baby.

“Soon I rose to be chief clerk at Smith Tellfair’s. By
the time the second child, a daughter, was born, we had
taken a small house for which 1 was paying in instal-
ments. My little girl grew up, and when she was five, a
son was born to me. But a year later, my daughter was
_ taken away by typhoﬁid. After that my wife was never
quite the same. She died in a year and a half. I had to
take care of my little Herbert besides working in the of-
fice. Life was hard.for me, but I struggled on.

“Then that young Tellfair took his father’s place at
the head of the office and started reorganization. I was
the first to be dicmicsed just becauce I was getting -old.
Herbert was fourteen then, and I wanted him to remain
in cchool, for he wac then busy getting ready for the
examinations. But I had no hope of getting another place

in an office. Finally I became a watchman. The pay was

. 4 .



o

less than half of what I had been carning. 1 was unable
to meet my payment on the house--So I lost it.

“1 brought Herbert with me to this city. He went to
the Public School. And when he was sixteen, just a year
ago, he was knocked down by a car and got killed. Shortly
after that I got this job.”

He ceased, and turning again to the paseing world,
called upon them to buy the Matrimonial News. “Only.

. five cents for a lifetime of happiness.”

from “BROADWAY NIGHT?,
by John Reed (adapted)

Notes

1. Broadway and Forty-second Street: Broadway is a
famous avenue in New York City and Forty—second
Street is a street there.

2. ‘Matrimonial News': ({BMR¥iE», probably the name
of a fictitious (B#4fYy) newspaper.

3. every little while: R—2JL.

4. to tell you the truth: WHEiE, XER—TENE. -

5. every now and then: B, Ak

6. to call upon the passing world to-s«:
BERT B — KBEA L, XE world B R large

crowd of pe(_)ple.
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7. at Smith Tellfair’'s: & Smith TellfairFFR B ERAF,
BER 'S £R.

8. for which I was paying in instalments: 4 {2k, ]
LLF paying by instalments, ‘instalment’ R4&GARY
£

9. the Public School: (EE#)) Az (sk/i4)s AR

B, Public School RIFE A B FEHRMMIMLFEFH.
10. was knocked down by: #% (%) #f#,

Exercises

1. Answer the following questions:

1. Where did the story take place?

[V

. Why did the man fix sheets of paper on his hat and
chest?

What was the ‘Matrimonial News' about?

. Why did the man not try it himself?

Of what family was the man born?

How did he spend his boyhood?

. What did he do later on?

.. How did his wife die?

. Why did he lose his job as a clerk?

10. What had happened to his son just a year hefore?
11, What do you think of the story?

@ 0 =3 O U1 & W
. e .

II. Explain the following italicized parts in Lnghsh
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Five cents a copy. Only five cents for a lifetime of

happiness,

2. I have seen enough of life. Why should I try?

8'

I had to pick uj):;q?id‘%jbbs which earned me little more
than nothing at all.

Our first child died soon after he was born, largely
because our room had too little light and air for a baby.

And when she was five, a son was born to me.

. But a year later, my daughter was teken away by

typhoid. After that my wife was never quite the same.

. Then that young Tellfair took his father’s place at the

head of the of fice- -

I was unable to meet my payment on the house-s



Lesson Two

But He Looked So Young

Abe Gelman was a fur operator. He was sixty-seven
yeéars old. Old as he was, Abe’s age had mnever been in
the “way of his finding a job, because he looked quite
young with shiny black hair and sun-tanned face, which
had earned him the name of “boychik” among hic friends.
They used to say that old Abe was getting younger every
day. There were times when he believed it was really
so. But that was a long time ago. Now it was differest.
For several times when he was working at the machine,
he had felt his heart go wild in his chest. Since then he
had been struggling with the fear that ome day his heart
would refuse to go along with his face and his hair,

Old Abe, however, went on working as usual, though
what he really needed was a good rest. Sick? No, that’s
a luxury Abe couldn’t afford, not with his sick wife
around. Retire? That’s out of the question. Abe Gelman
couldn’t afford to grow old even at the age of sixty-
seven.

One evening when he came home, his wife was
startled at his tired look and said:

08'



-#Abe, what’s wrong with you? You look so pale, “You
must call a doctor.”

“What’s the use of doctors if you can’t pay for the
_visit and the medicine. To you they’'ve - been coming for
twenty years and you haven’t got any better for it.”

... “May I call the shop <o that you may have a few
..days rest?” : :

“Yes, yes, call the shop. But don’t tell them I'm
sick.” Abe was afraid. that if he told them he was sick,
he woyld lose; his job. But even so he had not been able
to keq%,:t.”
" “That summer the fur season was a slack ome. For
over a month Abe had been walking around, looking for
a job in vain. At last, an old friend of his told him to
try Dankel, who was the worst boss in the trade. Workers
who could get anything better had always been keeping
themselves away from Dankel. But Abe went. On the
very first day of work in Dankel’s shop, his hcart failed
him and he dropped dead at the machine.

When Abe’s body was brought home, hlS wife’s
sadmess was- beyond words. She didn’t ery, but just sat
bcssde the dead body, laokmg at its youthful face. Her
daugkter moved up to her and said:

180

“Mother, but he looked so young-”
“That was in appearance only, my child. Inside it
was different. Oh, that was fifteen years ago, when he

came back one day and took off his cap, I got frightened.
S 9 o



