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The Sound of Music
TR A

ﬁ& Characters

Maria: a young woman studying to be a nun at the Abbey. She becomes the governess
to the Von Trapp Family.

Georg (gee-org) Von Trapp: a retired wealthy naval captain, the father of seven
children, widowed several years ago

The Von Trapp children: Lisel (16), Frederick (14), Louisa (13), Kurt (11),
Brigitta (10), Marta (7), Gretel (5)

Max (“Uncle Max”) Detweiler;: a close family friend who manages various musical
groups

The Baroness Elsa: a rich and beautiful woman who wants to marry Captain Von
Trapp

Rolf: a young postman and Lisel’s boyfriend; he later joins the Nazis.

Herr Zeller: a local Nazi official
Synopsis

This musical is an Oscar Winner. The story begins in Salzburg, Austria, during
the last golden years of the 1930’s., Maria is a young novitiate for the Convent, but
several of the nuns have their doubts as to whether Maria should really be a nun. The
Reverend Mother, the nun who is in charge of the Abbey (Convent), has to make a

decision. She wonders just how to solve a problem like Maria, who means well but is
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always late for preaches or getting into mischief of some sort. She finally decides to
send Maria out of the Abbey for a while—not as punishment, but as a chance for
Maria to think things over. Maria is given a temporary job as a governess to the Von
Trapp Family. Captain Von Trapp is a retired officer of the imperial Navy and a
widower: his wife died several years ago, leaving him with seven children. Maria is
nervous about the job, but she decides to accept the challenge; as she travels to her
new job, she sings : * I have confidence in me!”

Maria soon finds, however, that the job is even bigger than she has expected.
Captain Von Trapp is very strict, and he runs his household as if it were a ship in the
navy—the children are trained to respond to a series of whistles as they’ re ordered
about.

The children fear and obey their father, but they are in fact badly behaved;
they’ ve driven away several governesses already. As Friedrich and Kurt say, they’re
“impossible and incorrigible!”

Maria tells Von Trapp that she objects to a whistle being used; the Captain, for
his part, insists upon maintaining discipline, orderliness and decorum (See Dialogue
1). The children add to Maria’s troubles by trying to give her bad advice. Maria is
not so easily fooled, however, and when the children play a trick on her, she gets
even in the way that wins the children over to her.

During dinner, Lisel slips out to meet Rolf, the young man who has captured her
heart. He has brought a telegram for the captain, and, as Von Trapp reads it, Lisel
and Rolf meet at the small glass summer house, where Lisel tells Rolf that she’s 16
going on 17, and that she cares for him deeply.

Later, Lisel sneaks into the house, climbing through Maria’s bedroom window.
Maria catches her, but keeps Lisel’s secret from her father. That evening there is a
terrible storm, and Maria comforts the children, singing a song about her favorite
things. Captain Von Trapp interrupts them, and orders the children to bed. He tells
Maria that he is leaving for a few days. He is off to meet the Baroness Elsa in Vienna.
Maria asks him if she can get clothes for the children, playclothes they can wear
instead of their uniforms. Von Trapp refuses, and leaves the room.

When the Captain returns from Vienna, he is accompanied by Elsa a widow, and
Max Detweiler, an old friend of the family—the children consider him as an uncle.

When the Captain looks for the children, they’re nowhere to be found—they’re off
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singing and playing with Maria. When they finally do arrive, the Captain becomes
very angry, for they are wearing playclothes which Maria has made of curtain cloth
for them. He has words with Maria, and she criticizes him for the way he treats the
children. Von Trapp dismisses her from her job, telling her to go. But when he
enters the house, he hears his children singing—he then realizes that Maria is right;
he doesn’t really know his children.

Soon after, Maria and the children entertain their guests by putting on a puppet
show and singing songs. Elsa and Max are delighted, and Max gets an idea: he wants
the children to appear in the Salzburg Folk Festival—he’s sure that they can win the
first prize. Von Trapp, however, won’t allow it. He says that his children will never
perform in public. )

Elsa suggests a party so she can get to know all of the Captain’s friends and
acquaintances, Von Trapp agrees and soon the party is under way. It’s a grand
affair, with many wealthy and important people dressed in their finest clothes. During
the party, Herr Zeller, a local official who is supportive of the Nazis, gets into an
argument with Captain Von Trapp about the Austrian/German problem. Zeller
supports the “anschlus”—the takeover of Austria by Germany. Von Trapp is against
both the ideas and the Nazis, and he makes fun of Herr Zeller in a very subtle way.

During the party, the children sing a song for their guests. Max is more
convinced than ever that the children should enter the Festival contest. He asks Maria
to join them for dinner. Maria agrees after the Captain shows his approval, and goes
upstairs to change her dress. The Baroness who senses that Maria is a potential rival
for Von Trapp’s affections, follows her upstairs. There, she tells Maria that the
Captain loves her and that it is obvious that Maria loves the Captain too. She also
gives Maria the impression that this is somewhat improper. Maria, a good-hearted
person, decides that her feelings for the Captain are wrong and that she must leave at
once, She packs her things and slips out of the house to return to the Abbey.

When the children find out that Maria is gone, they are miserable. They go to
the Abbey to see her, but they are told that she is in seclusion—she wants to be alone
so she can pray to God. The children reluctantly leave for home. There, the Baroness
tries to be their friend, but they’re not very interested in her—they miss Maria.

At the Abbey, the Reverend Mother sends for Maria. When she asks Maria why

she has returned, Maria tells her that she can’t face Captain Von Trapp because she
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thinks she loves him. The Reverend Mother tells Maria that she must go back and
face her problem—that she must live the life she is meant to live (See Dialogue 2).

When Maria returns, she is happily greeted by the children, but she finds out
that the Captain and the Baroness will soon be married. It seems as if her feelings for
the Captain didn’t matter now.

Later in the evening, the Captain finds Maria in the garden, telling her that the
engagement between the Baroness and him has been cancelled because the person he
really loves is Maria (See Dialogue 3). To everybody’s joy, they are soon happily
married.

But shortly after they return from their honey-moon, Captain Von Trapp receives
a telegram from the Navy of the Third Reich, ordering him to leave for Bremerhaven
to accept a commission. They decide to leave their home and Austria that very night.

Just as they are pushing their car quietly out of their gate, they are found out and
stopped by Herr Zeller and his men, who have come to bring him to Bremerhaven.
Von Trapp says he can’t go because he and his family must go to sing in the Folk
Festival, Herr Zeller “agrees” to “escort” the family to the festival and wait until they
finish their performance (See Dialogue 4). At the festival, the Von Trapp family’s
singing is warmly applauded by the Austrians. They come out the first. But when it
is announced that they should go for their prize, they are nowhere to be found (See
Monologue).

They have run to the Abbey where the Nazis come later and search rather
thoroughly. With the help of the Reverend Mother and the nuns, they finally succeed

in fleeing Austria.
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Dialogues

Dialogue 1

(Maria arrives at Von Trapp’s house. She enters and is asked to be waiting at
the lobby. Amazed at the grandness of the house, she wanders about and curiously

opens the door of the ball-room. Just as she is imitating the gestures of a gentleman



FHLPF T

at a dance , the door opens. It is Captain Von Trapp.)

Von Trapp: In the future you will kindly remember that there’re certain rooms in this
house which are not to be disturbed.

Maria: Yes, Captain, Sir.

(They come out of the ball-room.)

V. T.: And why do you stare at me that way?

Maria: Well, you don’t look tall like a sea captain, Sir.

V. T.: I’m afraid you don’t look very much like a governess. (Suddenly notices her
dress) Turn round, please.

Maria; What?

V.T.: Turn. Hat off. The dress, you have to put on another one before you meet
the children.

Maria: But I haven’t got another one. When we enter the Abbey, our worldly clothes
are given to the poor. i

V. T.: What about this one?

Maria: The poor didn’t want this one.

V.T.: Hm,

Maria: Well, I would have made myself a new dress but there wasn’t time. I can
make my own clothes.

V. T. . Well, I’ll see you get some material—today if possible. Now, Fraulein ...

Maria: Maria.

V. T. : Fraulein Maria, I don’t know how much Mother Addises has told you.

Maria: Not much.

V.T.: You’re the twelfth along a long line of governesses who ’ ve come to look after
the children since their mother died. I trust that you are an improvement than the
last one. She stayed only two hours.

Maria; What’s wrong with the children, Sir?

V. T.: There’s nothing wrong with the children, only the governesses. They were
completely unable to maintain the discipline. Without it the house cannot be
properly run, Will you remember that, Fraulein?

Maria: Yes, Sir.

V. T. : Every morning you must drill the children in their studies. 1 will not permit

them to dream away there on some other days. Each afternoon, they’ll march on
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the ground, breathing deeply. Bedtime is strictly observed. No obsessions.

Maria: Excuse me. When do they play?

V. T.: You will see to it they conduct themselves at all times at utmost orderliness
and decorum. I entrust you in all command.

Maria: Yes, Sir,

(The Captain uses a whistle and the seven children all come out at once. )

V. T.: (Introducing Maria) Now, this is your new governess, Fraulein Maria. AsI
sound your signal, you step forward and give your name. You Fraulein, listen
carefully. Learn the signal so that you can call them when you want them. (He
whistles the signal of every child who steps forward immediately.) Now let’s
see how well you listened.

Maria: Oh, I...1 won’t need to whistle for them, Reverend Captain. I mean I’ll use
their names and they’ve such lovely names.

Captain: This is a large house. The grounds are very extensive and 1 will not have
anyone shouting. (Gives a whistle to Maria.) Will you take this please, and
learn how to use it. The children will help you. Now when I want you, this is
what you’ll hear.

Maria; No, I’m sorry Sir. I could never answer to a whistle. Whistles are for dogs
and cats and other animals, not for children and definitely not for me. It would
be too humiliating.

V.T.: Fraulein, were you this much trouble at the Abbey?

Maria;: Oh, much more.

V. T.: Hm. (About to leave. )

Maria; (Whistles to stop him. ) Excuse me, Sir. I don’t know your signal.

V. T.: You may call me Captain. (Then leaves.)
Dialogue 2

(Sister Margaretta Tells Maria that she is expected by the Reverend Mother in
her of fice. Maria follows her in.)
Reverend Mother: You’ve been unhappy, 1’m sorry.
Maria: Reverend Mother.
R. M. : Why did they send you back to us?
Maria: They didn’t send me back, Mother. I left.
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R. M., : Sit down, Maria. Tell me what happened.

Maria; Well, 1... I was frightened.

R. M. : Frightened? Were they unkind to you?

Maria: Oh, no. I was, I was confused. T felt ... 1 felt ... I never felt that way
before. I couldn’t stay—and I knew here I would be away from it. 1’ll be safe,

R. M. ; Maria. our Abbey is not used to be as an escape. What is it that you can’t
face?

Maria: I can’t face him again,

R. M, : Him? (To Sister Margaretta) Thank you Sister Margaretta. ( Sister
Margaretta leaves the room. ) Captain Von Trapp? Are you in love with him?

Maria: I don’t know, I don’t know. The Baroness said I was. She said that he was in
love with me, but I didn’t want to believe it. Oh, there were times when we
looked at each other, oh. Mother, I could hardly breathe.

R. M. ; Did you let him see how you felt?

Maria: If I did, I didn’t know it. That’s what’s been torturing me. I was there on
God’s errand. To have asked for his love would have been wrong. 1 couldn’t
stay, I just couldn’t, 1 am ready at this moment to take my vows. Please help
me.

R. M. : Maria, the love of a man and a woman is holy too. You have a great capacity
to love. What you must find out is how God wants you to spend your love.

Maria;: But I’ve pledged my life to God. I’ve pledged my life to his service.

R. M. My daughter, if you love this man, it doesn’t mean you love God less. Now
you must find out. You must go back.

Maria: Oh, Mother, you can’t ask me to do that, Please let me stay. I beg you.

R. M. : Maria, these walls were not built to shut out problems, You have to face
them. You have to live the life you were born to live. (Then sings the song
“Climb Every Mountain”. )

Dialogue 3

(Von Trapp finds Maria wandering about in the garden.)
V. T. : Hello, I thought I just might find you here.
Maria: Was there ..., was there something you wanted?

V.T.: Hm, no, no. Sit down. Sit down, please. Please. (A fter Maria sits down)
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May 1?7 (Laughing) You know 1 was thinking, I was wondering about two
things: why you did run away to the Abbey and what was it that made you come
back?

Maria: Well, 1...1 had an obligation to fulfil. T came back to fulfil it.

V. T. . Is that all?

Maria; And I miss the children.

V. T.: Yes, only the children?

Maria: No, yes. Isn’t it right that I should miss them?

V. T.: Oh, yes, yes, of course. 1 was only hoping perhaps you ... perhaps you
might ...

Maria: Yes?

V. T. . Well, nothing was the same when you were away. And it will be all wrong
again after you leave. And I just hope you might ‘change your mind?

Maria: I’m sure the Baroness will be able to make things fine for you.

V. T. : Maria, there isn’t going to be any Baroness,

Maria; There isn’t?

V.T.: No.

Maria: I don’t understand.

V.T.. Well, we’ve called off the engagement, you see and ...

Maria: Oh, I’m sorry.

V.T.: Yes ... You are?

Maria; Hm ... You did?

V. T.: Yes, well, you can’t marry someone when you’re in love with someone else,
can you? (Looks into her eyes and kisses her.)

Maria: Reverend Mother always says when the Lord closes the door, somewhere he
opens the window.

V. T. What else does the Reverend Mother say?

Maria; That you have to look for your life,

V. T.: Is that why you came back? And have you found it, Maria?

Maria: I think I have, I know I have.

V.T.: Ilove you.

Maria: Oh, can this be happening to me? (Sings the song “Somewhere in My Youth
or Childhood”.)
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V. T.: Do you know when 1 first started loving you? That night at dinner table you
sat on that ridiculous pine cone.

Maria: What? I knew it was the first time when you blew that silly whistle.

V.T.: Oh, my love. (Sing the same song with Maria. ) Maria, is there anyone that
1 should go to ask permission to marry you?

Maria: Well, why don’t we ask ...

V. T.: The children?

Dialogue 4

(Herr Zeller orders a soldier to help start the engine of Von Trapp ’s car, which the

Captain claims to be out of order. The soldier finds no problem to start it.)

Herr Zeller: Excellent car! I’ve not asked where you and your family are going, nor
you’ ve asked me why I’m here.

V. T.: Well apparently, we are both suffering from a deplorable lack of curiosity.

H.Z. . You were sent a telegram but you did not answer, a telegram from the
Admiral Von Schreiber, the Navy of the Third Reich.

V.T.: 1 was under the impression, Herr Zeller, that the contents of telegrams in
Austria are private, at least the Austria I know.

H.Z. : 1 had my orders. And they are to take you personally to Bremerhaven tonight
where you’ll accept your commission,

V.T.: I’m afraid that’s going to be quite impossible. You see we, all of us, the
entire family will be singing in the Festival tonight. As a matter of fact, that’s
where we’re going now. Couldn’t possibly let them down now.

Maria: I just hope we’re not too late,

V.T.: Yes.

H.Z. : And you ask me to believe this that you, Captain Von Trapp, are singing in
the concert.

Max: Believe me it will be a performance beyond anything even I’ ve dreamed of.

V. T. . Like you, Her Zeller, I, too, am a man of hidden talents.

Max: Yes, Sir. Here, the program.

H. Z. . It says only the names of the children.

V.T.: It says the Von Trapp family singers and 1’ m the head of the Von Trapp
family, am I not?
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H.Z.: These ... these travel clothes that you wear ...

Maria: Our costumes naturally, Herr Zeller. The night air is not good for the
children’s voices.

H.Z. . Well, a slight delay of my orders will not be serious. Therefore, you will
sing. You will all sing but only that’ s the way I want it to be. It will
demonstrate that nothing in Austria has changed. And when you’ ve finished
singing, you, Captain Von Trapp, will be taken to Bremerhaven. Now if you all
get into your car, we’ll escort the Von Trapp family singers to the Festival.

V. T.: No escort will be necessary, Herr Zeller. )

H. Z, : Necessary, a pleasure, Captain. After all, we’ll not want you to get lost in
the crowds, will we? .

V. T. : NO.
Monologue

(A fter the whole family singing, Von Trapp is going to sing a solo.)

V.T. . My fellow Austrians, | shall not be seeing you again perhaps for a very, very
long time. 1 would like to sing for you now a love song. | know you share this
love. 1 pray that you’ll never let it die.

Words and Expressions of the Story

1. Abbey (n.): a monastery or a convent; #5i8Bx

2. governess (n. ): a female teacher who lives in a family and educates their children
at home; X KEHIF

3. Baroness (n.); a female baron; BB X A

4. widower (n.): a man whose wife has died; # X

5. novitiate (n. ): a person who has been received into a religious order for a period of
probation before taking vows; Ul Y4

6. Convent (n.): a community devoted to religious life; 2538 B2

7. Reverend Mother; title of respect given to the nun in charge of a convent; & ¥ Bt
B

8. mischief (n. ): bad, but not seriously bad, behavior or actions; W, %, BEE

9. whistle (n. ): a small instrument for making a high sound; 0 ;(v. )to make the
sound of a whistle esp. with the mouth; B 3



