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Abstract

Discourse Modality of Mandarin Chinese makes a com-
prehensi{;e study of the discourse modality system of Man-
darin Chinese. It explores the modal expressions which are
grammaticalized and classified as of closed stes. The study
follows the National Model established by F. R. Palmer. It
also compares Mandarin with English or Japanese in order
to further discover the characteristic features of the Manda-
rin modality system.

This book, consists of 8 chapters, devoted to issues
such as the modality theories, the history of the study of
Chinef.e modality, sentence type system and speech-act
mood, senten'ce—ﬁnal particles and attitude-conveying
mood, modal verbs and modality degree, modal adverbs
and evaluative modality. The book studies sentence-final
particles‘ from the perspective of intersubjectivity for the
first time and claims that sentence-final particles forms at-
titude-conveying mood which is different from Speech Act
Mood. It argues that modal auxiliary verbs and the central
modal adverbs both function to mark the degree of modali-
ty, and different from English, Chinese modal auxiliary
verbs can differentiate the dimensions of modality as well.
It also claims that modality system is a hierarchical one,
which consists of four sub-systems. Some other important

domains of modality such as evidentiality, realis/irrealis

modilty, are also dealt with in this book.
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