&




ESSAYS

OF

JOHN DRYDEN

FELIBW OF ALL SOU. LEG. N l.LD
PROFESSOR FENGLISK LITE N UNl SITY C %y 1.ONDON

VOLUME II

Orxford
AT THE CLARENDON PRESS

1g00



OXFORD
PRINTED AT THE CLARENDON PRESS
BY HORACE HART, M.A.
PRINTER TO THE UNRIVERSITY



15/8/00

Clarendon Press, Orford.
SELECT LIST OF STANDARD WORKS.

——ip—
DICTIONARIES . . . .« . « =« Dagex
LAW . ., « . o 2
HISTORY, BIOGBAPHY ETO . e e » 4
PHILOSOPHY, LOGIC, BTC. . . . . » 6
PHYBICAL SCIENCE, BTCO, . . « . " 7

1. DICTIONARIES.

A NEW ENGLISH DICTIONARY

ON HISTORICAL PRINCIPLES,
Founded mainly on the materials collected by the Philological Society.

Imperial 4to.
EDITED BY DR. MURRAY.,
PresenT STATE OF THE WORK. £ e d
Vol. I, igf ByDr.MummaY. ... . . . . Half-morocco 2 12 6
Vol II. C ByDr. MoBRAY . . . . . « Half-morocco 2 12 6
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stats of preparation.

*+* The Dictionary is also, asherdofm,mdmthcongmall’am—
Benea I. Parts I-IX. A—Distrustfal . . . « 0aCho1a 6
Series L PartX. Dhtru.ntfully—Dsiggem - e .+ .0 7 6
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2 ENGLISH AND ROMAN LAW,

A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament, with
an Appendix eontaining the Biblical Aramaije, based on the Thesaurus
and Lexicon of Gesenius, by Francis Brown, D.D., 8. B, Driver, D.D,,
and C. A. Briggs, D.D. PartsI-VIII. Small 4to, 24, 6d. each.

Thesaurus Syriacus: collegerunt Quatremére, Bernstein, Lorsbach,
Arnoldi, Agrell, Field, Roediger: edidit R. Payne Smith, 8.T.P.

Vol. I, containing Fasciculi I-V, sm, fol., 5. ss.
*.% The First Five Fasciculi also be had separately. '

Fase. VI, 17. 18, ; VIL 1l 118 6d.; VIIL 10,168, ; XX, xl. 58.; X, Pars. 1. 1l, 163, °

A Compendious Syriac Dictionary, founded upon the above.
Edited by Mrs. Margoliouth. Parts I and YI. Small 4to, 8s. 6d. net each.

* % The Work will be completed in Four Paris.

A Sanskrit-English Dictionary. Etymologically and Philologically
arranged, with special reference to cognate Indo-European Languages,

By Sir M. Monjer-Williams, M.A., X.C.LE.; with the collaboration of

Prof. E. Leumann, Ph.D.; Prof. C. Cappeller, Ph.D. ; and other scholars,

New Edition, greaily Enlarged and Improved. Cloth, bevelled edges, gl. 135, 64. ;

half-moroeco, 4L 48

Groek-English Lexicon. By H, G, Liddell, D.D, and

Robert Seott, D.D. Zighth Edition, Reviced. 4to. 1l 16s.

An Etymological Dictionary of the XEnglish Language,
arranged on an Historical Basis. By W. W. Skeat, Litt.D. Thtrd
Edition. 4to. al 4s.

A Middle-English Dictionary. By F. H. Stratmann. A new
edition, by H. Bradley, M.A. 4to, half-morocco, 1% 118, 6d.

The Student’s Dictionary of Anglo-S8axon. By H. Sweet, M.A.,
Ph.D., LLD. Small 4to, 8s, 64, net.

An Anglo-Saxon Dictionary, based on the MS. collections of the
late Joseph Bosworth, D.D. Edited and erlarged by Prof. T. N. Toller,
M.A. Parts I-IIL A-SAR. 4bo, stiff covers, 15s. each, PartIV, §1,
SAR-SWIDRIAN. Stiff covers, 8s. 64 Part IV, § 2, SWip-SNEL-
YTMEST, 18s. 64. ‘ :

* X A Supplement, which will complete the Work, is in aclive preparation.

An Icelandic-English Dictionary, based on the MS. collections of
%e latekl,liohard Cleasby. Enlarged and completed by G. Vigfesson,

LA, 4to. 3L 7s.
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Anson. Primciples of the
English Law of Contract, and of Adgency
in its Relation to Contract, By Sir W,
R. Anson, D.C.I. Ninth Edition.
8vo. 10s.6d.

Law and Custom of the
Constifution. 3 vols. 8vo.

Part I. Parliament. Trird
Fdition. 129, 6d.

Part II. The Crown. Second
Edihon. 148,

Baden-Powell. Land-Systems
of British India; being a Manual of
the Land-Tenures, and of the Sys-
tems of Land-Revenue Adminis-
tration prevalent in the several
Provinces. By B, H. Baden-Powel),
C.LE. 3 vols. 8vo., 3l 3s.

Digby. An Introduction to
the History qf the Law of Real Property.
By8ir Kenelm E. Dighy, M.A. Fifth
Edition. 8vo. xas, 6d.

Oxford : Clarendon Pres.



Law, 3

Grueber. Lex Aquilia. By
Erwin Grueber, Dr. Jur.,, M.A.
8vo. 10s. 6d.

Hall. International Law.
By W.E. Hall, M.A. Fourth Edition.
8vo. 212s.6d.

A Treatiseonthe Foreign
Powers and Jurisdiction of the British
Orown. By W.E, Hall, MLA. 8vo.

108. 64.
Holland. Elements of Juris-
prudence. By T. E. Holland, D.C.L.

Nintk Bdition. 8vo. 10s. 64.

The European Concert
in the Eastern Question; a Collection
of Treaties and other Public Acts.
Edited, with Introductions and
Notes, by T. E. Holland, D.C.L.
8vo. 13s. 6d.

Studies tn International
Law. By T. E. Holland, D.C.L.
8vo. 108 64

- Q@entilis, Alberici, De
Turs Belli Litri Tyes. Edidit T. E.
Holland, LC.D. Small 4to, half-
moroceo, 218,

—— The Imstitutes of Jus-
tinian, edited as a recemsion of
the Institutes of Gaius, by T. E.
Holland, D.C.L. Second Edition.
Extra feap. 8vo. 5s.

Holland and Shadwell. Select
Titles from the Digest of Justinian. By
T. E. Holland, D.C.L,, and C. L.
Shadwell, D.C.L. 8vo. 148

Also s0ld in Parts, in paper covers—
Part 1 Introductory Titles. 2e. 6d.
Part II. Family Iaw. Is.

Part IIL Property Law. 2s.6d.
PutIV. Law of Obligations (No. 1),
3s. 6d. (No. 3), 4s. 64

Statute Law relating thereto.
With Historical Introduction and

INlustrative Documents, By Sir
Courtenay Tlbert, X.C.S.1. 8vo,
half-roan. 3a1s.

Jenks. Modern Land Law.
By Edward Jenks, M.A. 8vo. 158.

Markby. Elements of Law
considered with reference lo Principles of
GeneralJurisprudence. By SirWilliam
Markby, D.C.L. Fifth Edition. 8vo.
128, 6d.

Moyle. Imperatoris Ius-
tiniani Institwbionum Lidbri Quaktuor,
with Introductions, Commentary,
Excursus and Translation. ByJ.B.
Moyle,D.C.L. Third Edition. 3 vols.
8vo. Vol. L 16s. Vol. II. 6s.

Contract of Sale in the
Givil ZLaw. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Pollock and Wright. An
Essay on Posssssion in the Common Law,
By Sir F. Pollock, Bart., M.A., and
SirR. 8. Wright,B.0.L. 8vo. 8s.6d.

Poste. Gair Institutionum
Juris Civilis Commentarii Quatiuor ; or,
Elements of Roman Law by Gaius.
With a Translation and Commen-
tary by Edward Poste, ALA. Third
Edition. 8vo. 18s.

Raleigh. An Ouitline of the

Law of Property. By Thos. Raleigh,
D.C.L 8vo. 7 6d.

Sohm. Imnstitutes of Roman
Law. ' By Budolph Sohm. Trans-
lated by J. C. Ledlie, B.C.L. With
an Introductory Essay by Erwin
Grueber, Dr.Jur., M.A. 8vo. 18

Stokes. The Amnglo-Indian
Codes. By Whitley Stokea, LL.D.
Yol, I. SubstantiveLaw. 8vo. 30s.
Vol IL. Adjective Law. 8vo. 358
First and Second Supplements to
the above, 1887-1891. 8vo. 6s 6d.
Separately, No.1, 28.64.; No. 2, 45.64.

London Hzwzv FRowDE, Amen Corner E.C.
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3. HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, ETC.

Adamnani Vita S. Columbae.
Ed. J. T. Fowler, D.C.L. Crown
8vo, half-bound, 8s. 6d. net (with
translation, gs. 6d. net).

Aubrey. ‘Brief Lives,’ chiefly
of Contemporaries, set down by John
Aubdrey, between ths Years 1669 and
1696, Edited from the Author’s
MSS,, byAndrewClark, M. A, LL.D.
‘With Facsimiles. 2 vols. 8ve. 25s.

Baedae Historia Ecclesiastica,
ete. Edited by C. Plummer, M.A.
2 vols. Crown 8vo, 21s. net.

Bedford (W.K.R.). The Blazon
of Episcopacy. Being the Armsborne
by, or attributed fo, the Arch-
bishops and Bishops of England
and Wales. With an Ordinary of
the Coats described and of other
Episcopal Arms. Second Edifion,
Revisad and Enlarged. With One
Thousand Illustrations. Sm. 4to,
buckram, 31s. 6d. net.

Boswell’s Life of Samuel
Joknson, LL.D, Edited by @. Birk-
beck Hill, D.C.L. In six volumes,
medium 8vo. With Portraits and
Facsimiles. Half-bound, 3L 3s.

Bright. Chapters of Early
English Church History. By W.
Bright, D.D. Third Edition. Revised
and Enlarged. With a Mayp. 8vo. 123,

Casaubon (Isaac). 1559-1614.
By Mark Pattison. 8vo. 16s.

Clarendon’s History of the
Rebellion and Civil Wars in England.
Re-edited from a fresh collation of
the original MS. in the Bodleian
Library, with marginal dates and
occasional notes, by W. Dunn
Macray, M.A., F.8.A. 6 vols. Crown
8vo. 2l ss.

Hewins. The Whitefoord
Pupers. Being the Correspondence
and other Manuscripts of Colonel
Crantes Warmzroorp and Caires
‘Wrrreroorp, from 1739 to 1810,

Edited, with Introduction and
Notes, by W. A. S. Hewins, M.A.
8vo. 12. 6d.

Barle. Handbook to the Land-
Charters, and other Sazonic Documents,
ByJohnEarle, M.A. Crown8vo.16s.

Earle and Plummer. Two of
thse Saxon Chromicles, Parallel, with
Supplementary Extracts from ths others.
A Revised Text, edited, with Intro-
duction, Notes, Appendices, and
Glossary, by Charles Plummer,
M.A., on the basis of an edition by
John Earle, M.A. 2vols. Crown
8vo, half-roan.

Vol. I. Text, Appendices, and
Glossary. 10s. 6d.

Vol. II. Introduction, Notes, and
Index. 1x2s 64

Freeman. The History of
Sicily from the Earliest Times.

Vols.Tand ITI. 8vo, cloth, 21. 2s.
Vol. IIT. The Athenian and
Carthaginian Invasions. 24s.
Vol. IV. From the Tyranny of
Dionysios to the Death of
Agathoklés. Edited by Arthur

J. Evans, M.A. 31s.

Freeman. The Reign of
William Rufus and the Accession of
Henry the First. By E. A. Freeman,
D.C.L. 2vols. 8vo. 1L 16s.

Gardiner. The Constitutional
Documents of the Puritan Revolution,
1628-1660. Selected and Edited
bySamuel Rawson Gardiner,D.C.1.
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 10s, 64.

Gross. The Gild Merchant;
a Contribution to British Municipal
History. By Charles Giross, Ph.D.
3 vols. 8vo. 248,

Hastings. Hastings and the
Rohills War. By Sir John Strachey,
@.C8.X. 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d.

Hill. Sources for Greek
History betiween the Persian and Pelopon-
nesian Wars. Collected and arranged
by G. P\ Hill, M.A, 8vo. r1o0s.64.

Oxford : Clarendon Press.
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Hodgkin. Italy and her In-
vaders, 'With Plates& Maps. 8 vols.
8vo. By T. Hodgkin, D.C.L.

Vols. I-X1. Second Edition. 43s.

Vols. III-IV, Second Edition. 36s.

Vols. V-VI. g6s.

Vol. VII-VIII (completing the
work). 24s.

Payne. History of the New
World mMAmoﬁc{ By E. J.
Payne, M.A. 8vo.

Vol. I, containing Book I, The
Discovery; Book Il, Part I,
Aboriginal America, 18e.

Vol. I, contaipi Book 13,
Aboriginal America (concluded),

148.

Johnson. Letters of Samuel
Johnson, LL.D. Collected and Edited
by G. Birkbeck Hill, D.C.L. 3 vols.
half-roan, 28s.

Joknsonian Miscellanies.
Bythesame Editor. 3vols. Medium
8vo, half-roan, 28s.

Kitchin. 4 History of France.
With Numerous Maps, Plans, and
Tables. By G. W. Kitehin, D.D.
In three Volumes. New Edition.
Crown 8vo, each. 108, 6d.

Vol. L to 1453. Vol. IL 1453~
1624. Vol. ITL 1624-1793.

Lewis (Sir G. Cornewdll).
An Essay on ths Government of De-~
pendencies. Edited by C. P. Lucas,

B.A. 8vo, half-roan. 14s.

Lucas. J[ntroduction to a
Hisiorical Geography of the Brilish
Coloniss. By C. P.Lucas,B.A. With
Eight Maps. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d.

—— Higtorical Geography of
the British Colonies:

Vol.1. The Mediterranean and
Eastern Colonies (exclusive of
India). With Eleven Maps.
Crown 8vo. 5s.

Vol. II. The West Indian Colo-
nies. With Twelve Maps.
Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Vol. III. West Africa. With
Five Maps. Crown8vo. ¥s.6d.

Vol. IV. South and East Africa.
Historical and Geographieal.
With Ten Maps. Crown 8vo.

. 6d.
Also%ol. IV in two Parts—

Part I. Historical, 6s. 6d.

Part II. Geographieal, 3s. 6d.

Ludlow. The Memoirs of
Edmund Ludlow, Lisutenani-General of
the Horse in the drmy of the Common-
wealth 1625-1672. Edited
by C. H. Firth, M.A. 2 vols. 8vo.
1l. 16s. L.

Machiavelli. Il Principe.
Edited by L. Arthur Burd, M.A.
With an Introduction by Lord
Acton. 8vo. I4s.

Prothero. Select Statutesand
other Constitutional Documsnts, illusira-
tive of the Reigns of Klizabeth and
JamesI. Edited by G. W, Prothero,
M.A. Crown 8vo. Sesond Fdition.
10s. 6d.

—— Select Statutes and other
Documents bearing on the Constitutional
History of England, from A.D. 1307 o
1558. By the same Editor. [In

Preparation.

Ramsay (SirJ.H.). Lancaster
and York. A Century of English
History (a.». 1399-1485). 3 vols.
8vo. With Index, 378 6d.

Ramsay (W. M.). The Cities

Bishoprics
Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D.

Vol.L. PartL The Valley
and South-Western Phrygia.
Royal 8vo. 18s. net.

Vol. I. PartII. West and West-
Central Phrygia. 31s. net.
Renke. A History of Eng-

land, principally in the Seventeonth
. Century. By L. von Ranke. Trans-
1ated under the superintendence of
G. W. Kitchin, D.D., and C. W.
Boase, M.A. 6vols. 8vo, 63s.
- Bevised Index, ;epgratelx, 1s.
Rashdsll. The Universities of
in the Middle Ages. By Hast-
ings Rashdall, M.A. 3 vols. (in 3
Parts) 8vo. With Maps. al. 58, net.

London: Hrnry Frowps, Amen Corner, E.C,
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Smith’s Lectures on Justice,
Police, Revenue and Arms. Edited,
with Introduction and Notes, by
Edwin Cannan, 8vo. Xos. 6d. net.

Wealth of Nations.
With Notes, by J. E. Thorold Rogers,
M.A. avols. 8vo., 21s.

Stephens. The Principal
Speeches of the Siatesmen and Oralors of
the French Revolution, 1780-1795.
By H. Morse Stephens. 2 vols.
Crown 8vo. 21s.

Stubbs. Select Charters and
other ITustrations of English Constitu-
tional History, from ihe Earliest Times
to the Reign of Edward I. Arranged
and edited by W. Stubbs, D.
Lord Bishop of Oxford. Etgm
Edifion. Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d.

e The Constitutional His-
tory of England, in its Origin and
Devslopment. Lidrary Edition. 3 vols.
Demy 8vo. 1l, 8s.

Also in 3 vols. crown 8vo, price
128, each.

Stubbs. Seventeen Lectures on
the Study of Mediaeval and Modern
History. Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d.

Registrum  Sacrum
Anglicanum. An attempt to exhibit
the course of Episcopal Succession
in England. By W. Stubbs, D.D.
Small 4to. Second Edifion. 10s. 6d.

Swift (F. D.). The Life and
Times of James the First of Aragom.
By F. D. 8wift, B.A. 8vo. 12s. 6d.

Vinogradoff. Villainage in
England. Essays in English Medi-
aeval History. By Paul Vinogradoft,
Professor in the University of
Moscow. 8vo, half-bound. 16s.

Woodhouse. Aefolia; its
Geography, Topography, and Antiqui-
ties, By William J. Woodhouse,
M.A,, F.R.G.S. With Maps and
Dlustrations. Royal 8vo, price
218, net.

4. PHILOSOPHY,

Bacon. Novum Organum.
Edited, with Introduction, Notes,
&c., by T. Fowler, D.D. Second
Edzhon 8vo. 1ss.

of

Berkeley. The Works

fxoes, Annotations, and an Account
of his Life and Philosophy. By
A. Campbell Fraser, Hon. D.C.L.,
LL.D. 4vols. 8vo. al 18s

The Life, Letters, &c., separately, 165.

Bosanquet. Logic; or, the
Morphology ¢of Ewowledge. By B.
Bosanquet, M.A. 8vo. 21s.

Butler. The Works of Joseph

Budler, D.C.L., sometime Lord Bishop
of Durbam. Divided into sections,

LOGIC, ETC.

with sectional headings, an index
to each volume, and some occasional
notes ; also prefatorymatter. Edited
by the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone.
2 vols. Medium 8vo. 14s.each.

Powler. The Elemenis of De-
ductive Logic, designed mainly for the
use of Junior Studentsin the Universities,
By T. Fowler, D.D. ZTenth Edition,
with a Collection of Examples,
Extra feap. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

—— The Elements of Induc-
tive Logic, designed mainly for the use of
Students in the Universities, By the
same Author. Sixth Editim. Extra
feap. 8vo. 6s.

Logic ; Deductive and
Inductive, combined in a single
volume. feap. 8vo. ¥s. 6d.

Oxford : Clarendon Press.
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Fowler and Wilson. The
Principles of Morals, By T. Fowler,
D.D., and J. M. Wilson, B.D. 8vo,
cloth, 14s.

Green. Prolegomena to Ethics.
By T. H. Green, M.A. Edited by
A. C. Bradley, M.A. Fourth Edition,
Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Hegel. The Logic of Hegel.
Translated from the Encyclopaedia
of the Philosophical Sciences, With
Prolegomena to the Study of Hegel’s
Logic and Philosophy. By W. g .
lace, M.A. Second Edition, Revissd
and Augmented. 2 vols, Crown 8vo.
108. 64. each.

Hegel’'s Philosophy of Mind.
Translated from the Encyclopaedia
of the Philosophical Sciences. With
Five Introductory Essays. By Wil-
liam Wallace, M. A, L1.D. Crown
8vo. 1Ios. 64,

Hume’s Trealise of Human
Nature. Edited, with Analytical
Index, by L. A. Selby-Bigge, M.A.
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 8e.

~—  Engquiry concerning

the Human Undersianding, and an
Enguiry concerning the Principles of
Morals. Edited by L. A. Selby-Bigge,
M.A. Crown 8vo. 74 64.

Y.eibniz. The Monadolog;zﬁﬂg
other Philosophical Writings.
lated, with Introduction and Notes,
by Robert Latta, M.A. D.Phil
Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d. .

Locke. An Essay Concern-
ing Human Understanding. By John
Locke. Collated and Annotated,
with Proh:‘gomena, Biographical,
Critieal, and Higtorie, by A, Camp-
bell Fraser, Hon. D.C.L, LL.D.
2 vols. Bvo. 1l 13,

Lotze’s Logic, in Three Books
—of Thought, of Investigation, and
of Knowledge. English Translation;
edited by B. Bosanquet. M.A.
Second Edition. a vols. Cr. 8vo, Ias.

Metaphysic, in Three
Books—Ontology, CUosmology, and
Paychology. English Translation ;
edited by B. Bosanquet, M.A.
Second Edition. 3 vols, Cr. 8vo. 128

Martineau. T'ypes of Ethical
Theory. By James Martineau, D.D.
Third Edition. 2 vols. Cr.8vo. 150,

—— A Study of Religion:
its Seurces and Contenis. Second Edition.
z vols. Cr. 8vo. 15s.

Selby-Bigge. British Moral-
ists, Seleetions from Writers prin-
cipally of the Eighteenth Century.
Edited by L. A. Selby-Bigge, M.A.
2 vols, Crown 8vo, 18s.

Wallace, Lectures and Essays
on Nutural Theology and Ethics. By
William Wallace, M.A., LL.D.
Edited, with a Biograpbical Intro-
ductionby Edward Caird, M.A. , Hon.

D.C.L. 8vo, with a Portrait. 12s.6d.

5. PHYSICAL

Balfour. The Natural History
of the Musical Bow. A.Chapter in the
Developmental History of Siringed
Instruments of Mnuasic, Part I,
Primitive Types. By Henry Balfour,
M.A. Royal 8vo, paper ocovers.
48. 6d.

SCIENCE, ETC.

Chambere. A Handbook of
Descriptive and Praciical Astronomy.
By G. F. Chambers, F.RAS. Yourth
Edition, in 3 vols, Demy 8vo.
Vol. I The Sun, Planets, and

Comets, 3218.
Yol. II. Imstruments and Frac-
tical Astronomy. 32IS.

Vol. IIL. TheStarry Heavens. 14s.

London : Hevky Frowpr Amen Corner, B0,



CONTENTS

PAGE
DeprcatioNn or Examen Porricum (1693) . . . . t
A Discourse coNCERNING TEE ORIGINAL AND PRoGRESs oF
SaTre (1693) . . . . . . . . 1§
A PARALLEL oF PoETRY AND PaINTING (x605) . P $ 74
Depication oF THE ZENEIS (1697) . . . .. . 154
TrANsLATION OF VIRGIL: PosTscrirt (1697) . .« . 240
PRIFACE T0 THE FABLES (I1700) . ., . . . . 246
NoTes To THE SECOND VOLUME . . . . . 275
Arpenpix A (A Suorr History oF CRITICISM, BY THE
TransLaTOR oF ST. EvREMOND (1685) . . . . 3r3
ApPENDIX B (AUTHORITIES, CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL) . . 315

InpEX . .. . . . . . . - . 317



EXAMEN POETICUM:
BEING THE THIRD PART OF MISCELLANY POEMS

[x693]
DEDICATION

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MY
LORD RADCLIFFE

My Lorp,

Tuese Miscellany Poems are by many titles
yours. The first they claim, from your acceptance of
my promise to present them to you, before some of them
were yet in being. The rest are derived from your own
merit, the exactness of your judgment in Poetry, and 5
the candour of your nature, easy to forgive some trivial -
faults, when they come accompanied with countervailing
beauties. But, after all, though these are your equitable
claims to a dedication from other poets, yet I must
acknowledge a bribe in the case, which is your par-re
ticular liking of my verses. ’Tis a vanity common to
all writers, to overvalue their own productions ; and ’tis
better for me to own this failing in myself, than the
world to do it for me. For what other reason have
I spent my life in so unprofitable a study? why am 13
I grown old, in seeking so barren a reward as fame?

IL B



2 Dedication of

The same parts and application which have made me
a poet might have raised me to any honours of the
gown, which are often given to men of as little learning
and less honesty than myself. No Government has
5 ever been, or ever can be, wherein timeservers and
blockheads will not be uppermost. The persons are
only changed, but the same jugglings in State, the same
hypocrisy in religion, the same self-interest and mis-
management, will remain for ever. Blood and money
10 will be lavished in all ages, only for the preferment of
new faces, with old consciences. There is too often
a jaundice in the eyes of great men ; they see not those
whom they raise in the same colours with other men.
All whom they affect look golden to them, when the
15 gilding is only in their own distempered sight. These
considerations have given me a kind of contempt for
those who have risen by unworthy ways. I am not
ashamed to be little, when I see them so infamously
great ; neither do I know why the name of poet should
20 be dishonourable to me, if I am truly one, as I hope
I am; for I will never do any thing that shall dishonour
it. The notions of morality are known to all men;
none can pretend ignorance of those ideas which are
inborn in mankind ; and if I see one thing, and practise
a5 the contrary, I must be disingenuous not to acknow-
ledge a clear truth, and base to act against the light of
my own conscience. For the reputation of my honesty,
no man can question it, who has any of his own; for
that of my poetry, it shall either stand by its own
3o merit, or fall for want of it. Ill writers are usually

the sharpest censors; for they, as the best poet and the
best patron said,

‘When in the full perfection of decay,

Turn vinegar, and come again in play.

35 Thus the corruption of a poet is the generation of
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a critic; I mean of a critic in the general acceptation
of this age ; for formerly they were quite another species
of men. They were .defenders of poets, and commen-
tators on their works; to illustrate obscure beauties;
to place some passages in a better light; to redeem 5
others from malicious interpretations; to help out an
author’s modesty, who is not ostentatious of his wit;
and, in short, to shield him from the ill-nature of those
fellows, who were then called Zo#% and Momi, and now
take upon themselves the venerable name of censors. 10
But neither Zoilus, nor he who endeavoured to defame
Virgil, were ever adopted into the name of critics by the
Ancients; what their reputation was then, we know;
and their successors in this age deserve no better. Are
our auxiliary forces turned our enemies? are they, 15
who at best are but wits of the second order, and
whose only credit amongst readers is what they
obtained by being subservient to the fame of writers,
are these become rebels, of slaves, and usurpers, of
subjects ? or, to speak in the most honourable terms 20
of them, are they from our seconds become principals
against us? Does the ivy undermine the oak which
supports its weakness? What labour would it cost
them to put in a better line, than the worst of those
which they expunge in a true poet? Petronius, the 25
greatest wit perhapé of all the Romans, yet when his-
envy prevailed upon his judgment to fall on Lucan, he
fell himself in his attempt ; he performed worse in his
Essay of the Civil Warthan the author of the Pharsalia;
and, avoiding his errors, has made greater of his own. 30
Julius Scaliger would needs turn down Homer, and
abdicate him after the possession of three thousand
years: has he succeeded in his attempt? He has indeed
shown us some of those imperfections in him, which are
incident to humankind ; but who had not rather be that 35
B 2 '
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Homer than this Scaliger? You see the same hyper-
critic, when he endeavours to mend the beginning of
Claudian, (a faulty poet, and living in a barbarous age,)
yet how short he comes of him, and substitutes such
5 verses of his own as deserve the ferula. Whata censure
has he made of Lucan, that “he rather seems to bark
than sing”! Would any but a dog have made so
snarling a comparison? one would have thought he
had learned Latin as late as they tell us he did Greek.
10 Yet he came off, with a pace 4, ‘' by your good leave,
Lucan”; he called him not by those outrageous names,
of fool, booby, and blockhead : he had somewhat more of
good manners than his successors, as he had much
more knowledge. We have two sorts of those gentle-
15 men in .our nation; some of them, proceeding with
a seeming moderation and pretence of respect to the
dramatic writers of the last age, only scorn and vilify
the present poets, to set up their predecessors. But
this is only in .appearance; for their real design is
a0 nothing less than to do honour to any man, besides
themselves. Horace took notice of such men in his
age— ,
Non.ingendis Javet e sepidlis,
Nosira sed impugnat; nos nostraque lividus odit.

a5 ’Tis not with an ultimate intention to pay reverence
to the Manes of Shakespeare, Fletcher, and Ben
Johnson, that they commend their writings, but to
throw dirt on the writers of this age: their declara-
tion is one thing, and their practice is another. By
3o a seeming veneration to our fathers, they would thrust
out us, their lawful issue, and govern us themselves,
under a specious pretence of reformation. If they
could compass their intent, what would wit and learn-
ing get by such a change? If we are bad poets, they
35 are worse; and when any of their woful pieces come
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abroad, the difference is so great betwixt them and good
writers, that there need no criticisms on our part to
decide it. 'When they describe the writers of this age,
they draw such monstrous figures of them, as resemble
none of us; our pretended pictures are so unlike, that 5
’tis evident we never sat to them : they are all grotesque ;
the products of their wild imaginations, things out of
nature ; so far from being copied from us, that they
resemble nothing that ever was, or ever can be. But
there is another sort of insects, more venomous than o
the former ; those who manifestly aim at the destruction
of our poetical church and state ; who allow nothing to
their countrymen, either of this or of the former age.
These attack the living by raking up the ashes of the
dead; well knowing that if they can subvert their 13
original title to the stage, we who claim under them
must fall of course. Peace be to the venerable shades
of Shakespeare and Ben Johnson! none of the living
will presume to have any competition with them; as
they were our predecessors, so they were our masters. 20
We trail our plays under them; but as at the funerals
of a Turkish emperor, our ensigns are furled or dragged
upon the ground, in honour to the dead, so we may
lawfully advance our own afterwards, to show that we
succeed ; if less in dignity, yet on the same foot and 25
title, which we think too we can maintain against the
insolence of our own Janizaries, If I am the man, as

I have reason to believe, who am seemingly courted,
and secretly undermined; I think I shall be able to
defend myself, when I am openly attacked; and to 3o
show, besides, that the Greek writers only gave us the
rudiments of a stage which they never finished; that
many of the tragedies in the former age amongst us
were without comparison beyond those of Sophocles
and Euripides. But at present I have neither the 35
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leisure, nor the means, for such an undertaking. ’Tis
ill going to law for an estate, with him who is in posses-
sion of it, and enjoys the present profits, to feed his
cause. But the guantum mutatus may be remembered

5 in due time. In the meanwhile, I leave the world to
judge, who gave the provocation.

This, my Lord, is, I confess, a long digression, from
Miscellany Poems to Modern Tragedies ; but 1 have the
ordinary excuse of an injured man, who will be telling

ro his tale unseasonably to his betters; though, at the
same time, I am certain you are so good a friend, as
to take a concern in all things which belong to one who
so truly honours you. And besides, being yourself
a critic of the genuine sort, who have read the best
15 authors in their own languages, who perfectly distinguish
of their several merits, and in general prefer them to the
Moderns, yet, I know, you judge for the English
tragedies, against Greek and Latin, as well as against
the French, Italian, and Spanish, of these latter ages.
20 Indeed, there is a vast difference betwixt arguing like
Perrault, in behalf of the French poets, against Homer
and Virgil, and betwixt giving the English poets their
undoubted due, of excelling Zschylus, Euripides, and
Sophocles. For if we, or our greater fathers, have not
235 yet brought the drama to an absolute perfection, yet at
least we have carried it much further than those ancient
Greeks; who, beginning from a Chorus, could never
totally exclude it, as we have done; who find it an un-
profitable encumbrance, without any necessity of enter-
30 taining it amongst us, and without the possibility of
establishing it here, unless it were supported by a public
charge. Neither can we accept of those Lay-Bishops,
as some call them, who, under pretence of reforming
the stage, would intrude themselves upon us, as our
35 superiors; being indeed incompetent judges of what



