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[ Fifth Day, Seventh Story]

Teodoro , in love with Violante , the daughter of
Messer Amerigo . his master , causes her to become
pregnant and is condemned to be hanged; but
while he is being whipped along the way to the gal-
lows, he is recognized by his father, and given
back his freedom , he takes Violante as his wife.

ALL the ladies were nervously waiting to learn
whether or not the two lovers would be burned at
the stake, and when they heard that they had es-
caped, rejoicing, they thanked God; then, having
heard the end of the tale, the Queen imposed the
task of telling the next one upon Lauretta, who
cheerfully began as follows:

Lovely ladies, during the time when good King
William ruled Sicily, there was on the island a no-
bleman called Messer Amerigo Abate da Trapani
who, with other worldly goods he possessed, was
well furnished with many children. Therefore, he
was in need of servants, and when certain galleys
arrived from the Levant belonging to Genoese pi-
rates who had captured many young boys during
coastal raids in Armenia, believing that these boys
were Turkish, he bought some of them. While
they all looked like they were of peasant stock,
there was one among them whose noble and better
appearance seemed to reflect some other origin,
and he was called Teodoro. Although he was
treated as a servant, he was nevertheless raised in
the house together with Messer Amerigo’s sons,
and as he grew up, Teodoro, who inclined more
to his own nature than to the accident of his condi-
tion, became so well mannered and likable and he
pleased Messer Amerigo to such an extent that
Amerigo made him a free man. Believing he was a
Turk, Amerigo had him baptized, giving him the
name of Pietro, and he entrusted him with all his
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important affairs, placing the greatest of faith in ’ A, s A

him.

Along with Messer Amerigo’s other sons, there
also grew up a daughter of his called Violante, a
beautiful and delicate young girl who, because her
father was in no hurry to marry her off, happened
to fall in love with Pietro; but though she loved
him and had the greatest of esteem for his manner
and his achievements, she was, nevertheless, too
shy to reveal her love to him. But Love spared her
this burden, for Pietro, who more than once had
cast a furtive glance at her, fell so much in love
with her that he never felt happy unless she was
somewhere in his sight; but he was very much
afraid that someone would notice this, feeling as
he did that what he was doing was less than prop-
er. But the girl, who enjoyed his company, was
aware of how he felt, and in order to reassure
him, she made it appear that she was delighted
with it, as indeed she was, And their relationship
continued this way for some time, the one not dar-
ing to say anything to the other, no matter how
much they wished to do so.

But consumed this way, each by the flames of
the other’s love, Fortune, as though deciding that
this was her wish, found a way for them to drive
away the apprehension and fear which stood in
their way. Approximately a mile outside of Tra-
pani, Messer Amerigo owned a very beautiful
property, to which his wife and daughter along
with other ladies and maidservants would often go
for a change of scene; having gone there one day
when the weather was extremely hot, taking Pietro
with them, they found that the sky, as it does
from time to time in the summer, suddenly be-
came covered with dark clouds; so the lady, not
to be caught there by the bad weather, set out
with her companions to return to Trapani, going as
fast as they could.

But Pietro and the girl, both being young,
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found themselves far ahead of the mother and their
other companions, perhaps encouraged to do so no
less by Love than by fear of the weather; and
when they had gone so far ahead of the mother and
the others that they could no longer be seen, there
were a number of thunderclaps followed immedi-
ately by a heavy hailstorm, from which the lady
and her companions sought shelter in the house of
a peasant. Pietro and the girl, not having such a
ready shelter, entered an old and quite dilapidated
cottage in which no one lived any longer; and
having both managed to squeeze in under a bit of
the roof which still remained standing, they hud-
dled together, forced by the necessity of the insuf-
ficient cover overhead to touch one another; and
such contact was cause enough for them to find the
courage to reveal their amorous desires.

Pietro began first by saying:

“Now would that God never stop this hailstorm,
forcing me to remain here forever!”

And the girl said: “1 would like that very
much!”

And these words led to holding each other’s
hands and squeezing them and then to embracing
each other and then to exchanging kisses, all
while it continued to hail; and so that I shall not
have to recount every little detail, the weather did
" not improve until they had tasted the ultimate de-
lights of Love and arranged to meet again secretly
to further their mutual pleasure. When the bad
weather passed, they went and waited for the girl’s
mother at the entrance of the city, which was
nearby, and all together they returned to the
house. And from time to time with the utmost se-
crecy and discretion, they would meet there again
to their mutual great delight. Things went on this
way until finally the girl became pregnant, which
was most distressing to both of them; whereupon
she took a number of measures to go against the
course of nature and miscarry, but none of them
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had any effect.

Becaise of this, Pietro, fearing for His life, de- |

cided to flee, and he told the young girl so, but
when she heard this, she said to him: “If you
leave me, [ will certainly kill myself!”

To this remark Pietro, who loved her very
much, replied:

“How can you expect me to stay here, my la-
dy? Your pregnancy will reveal our transgression:
they will forgive you without much difficulty, but I
shall be the poor wretch to suffer the punishment

for your sin and my own."”

To this the young girl said:

“Pietro, my sin will be apparent, but rest as-
sured that yours, unless vou confess it yourself,
will never be revealed.”

Then Pietro replied:

“Since you have made me this promise, I shall
stay; but be sure you keep it.”

The young girl kept her pregnancy concealed for
as long as she could, but one day when she saw
that her body was swelling up to the point that she
could no longer hide it, she went in tears to her
mother and confessed it, begging her to save her
life. Her mother, sorrowful beyond measure, gave
her a good tongue-lashing, demanding to know
how all of this had happened. So that no harm
might come to Pietro, the girl made up some story
of her own, altering the truth of the affair. Her
mother believed her, and in order to hide her
daughter’s condition, she sent her off to one of
their country estates.

The time was near for the girl to give birth, and
she was screaming as women usually do at those
times; the girl’s mother never thought Messer
Amerigo would come there, for he seldom did so,
but one day on his way back from a hawking trip
he just happened to walk by the room where his
daughter was screaming, and astonished at the
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sound, he immediately entered the room and
asked what was happening. When the lady saw
her husband come in, she rose to her feet full of
sorrow and told him what had happened to their
daughter; but since he was less credulous than his
wife had been, he declared it was impossible for
his daughter not to know who had made her preg-
nant and that he wanted to know the whole story,
for only if she told him everything might she he re-
stored to his favor; and if she refused, she could
expect to die with no pity at all. His wife tried as
best she could to convince her husband to accept
the story the girl had told her, but he would have
nothing to do with it.

Flying into a rage, with his drawn sword in
hand he rushed toward his daughter, who while
her father was talking to her mother had given
birth to a male child, and exclaimed: “Either you
tell me who fathered this child or you shall die this
instant!”

In fear of death, the girl broke the promise she
had made to Pietro and confessed everything that
had happened between them; when the gentleman
heard this, he immediately became incensed and
could hardly restrain himself from killing her; but
after he spoke his mind according to the dictates of
anger, he climbed back onto his horse and went to
Trapani, straight to a certain Messer Currado, the
King’s military governor, and told him of the in-
jury Pietro had done him. Since Pietro was un-
aware of what was going on, the governor promptly
had him arrested; and when he was put to the tor-
ture, he confessed to everything.

After a few days Pietro was sentenced to be
whipped as he passed through the city and then
hanged by the neck, and in order to rid the world
of the two lovers and their son all at the same
time, Messer Amerigo, whose anger had not been
abated any by having Pietro condemned to death,
poured some poison into a goblet of wine and
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handed this to one of his servants along with a un-
sheathed dagger, saying:

“Take these two things to Violante and tell her
for me that she is to choose quickly which death
she prefers—the poison or the blade; if she refus-
es, I shall have her burned at the stake before the
eyes of all the town just as she deserves, and this
done, 1 shall take the son she gave birth to several
days ago, and after smashing its head against a
wall, I shall throw it to the dogs to eat.” After the
cruel father had passed so harsh a sentence on his
own daughter and grandson, the servant, who was
more disposed to doing evil than good, departed.

The condemned Pietro was being led by some
soldiers who were whipping him as he made his
way to the gallows, when the leaders of this troop
decided to go past an inn where there happened to
be lodged three Armenian noblemen who had been
sent by the King of Armenia as ambassadors to
Rome to negotiate with the Pope on important mat-
ters concerning a crusade which they were sup-
posed to undertake. Having stopped at the inn to
refresh themselves and rest for a few days, they
were entertained most honorably by the noblemen
of Trapani, and especially by Messer Amerigo.
When they heard the men who were escorting
Pietro pass by, they went to a window to see.

Pietro was naked from the waist down and had
his hands tied behind his back; as one of the
three ambassadors, an older man with a great deal
of authority named Fineo, looked at Pietro, he
noticed a large bright red birthmark on his chest,
not painted on but rather implanted naturally upon
the skin, the kind women there would call “ ros-
es.”When he saw it, he was immediately remind-
ed of a son of his who, more than fifteen years be-
fore, had been kidnapped by pirates on the coast
of Laiazzo and had never been heard of since.
And as he estimated the age of the poor wretch
who was being whipped along, he came to the
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conclusion that if his son was still alive, he would | JL 7, Bffth N iz 105 H S B4 F

be about the same age as this fellow appeared to

be; and because of the birthmark, he began to
suspect that he was really his own son; and he
thought to himself that if this was so, he should

still be able to remember his own name and that of |

his father as well as the Armenian language.

And so, when he came close enough to him,
he cried out: “Oh, Teodoro!”

When Pietro heard his voice, he quickly raised
his head, then speaking in Armenian, Fineo said:
“Where do you come from? Whose son are you?"

Out of respect for this worthy gentleman, the
soldiers who were dragging Pietro along came to a
halt so that Pietro could answer: “I come from Ar-
menia, the son of a man named Fineo, and I was
brought here as a small boy by people I did not
know. ”

When Fineo heard this, he was certain that this
was the son he had lost, and in tears he ran down
with his companions through the soldiers to em-
brace Pietro; and taking off his cloak, which was
made of the finest fabric, he threw it over Pietro’s
shoulders and requested that the man leading him
to execution please wait there until he received
further orders. The man replied that he would
gladly do so.

Fineo already knew the reason why Pietro was
being led to his death, for the news had spread all
over town; and so he, along with his companions
and their retinue, went straight to Messer Currado
and said to him:

“Sir, the man whom you are sending to his
death as a slave is a free man and my son, and he
is prepared to take as his wife the woman whose
virginity he is said to have stolen; therefore, may
it please you to delay his execution long enough to
learn if she would be willing to take him as her
husband, so that if she is indeed willing to do so,
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you will not find yourself breaking the law.”

Messer Currado was very surprised to learn that
Pietro was Fineo’s son, and apologizing for the in-
justice of Fortune, he admitted that what Fineo
was saying had to be true and then quickly con-
vinced him to return to his inn, after which he
sent for Messer Amerigo and told him all that had
happened, Messer Amerigo, who thought his
daughter and grandson were already dead, was the
unhappiest man in the world because of what he
had done, for he realized that everything could
have been set right again if only she were still
alive; but nevertheless, he sent someone racing
off to the place where his daughter was being held
so that just in case his arder had not been carried
out yet, it could be withdrawn. The man he sent
discovered that the servant Messer Amerigo had
dispatched earlier, having placed the dagger and
the poison in front of the girl, was trying to force
her to choose between the two and was abusing her
because she was not making up her mind quickly
enough; but when he heard his master’s order
countermanded he left her alone, returned to
Messer Amerigo, and reported to him where mat-
ters stood. Messer Amerigo, who was happy to
hear this, went to the place where Fineo was stay-
ing and on the verge of tears, as best he knew
how, he begged his forgiveness for what had hap-
pened and asked his pardon, declaring that if
Teodoro was willing to take his daughter as his
wife, he would be more than happy to give her to
him.

Fineo gladly accepted his apologies and then
said:

“i intend that my son marry your daughter, but
if he is not willing to do so, then let the sentence
pronounced upon him be carried out.”

Fineo and Messer Amerigo, being thus in a-
greement, went to Pietro, who, while happy over
finding his father again, was still afraid of dying,
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and they asked him what his wishes were in this
matter. When Teodoro heard that Violante would
be his wife if he so wished, his joy was such that
he felt as though he had leaped from Hell into
Paradise, and he said that he would consider it
the greatest of favors, if both of them looked fa-
vorably upon it. Then they sent word to the girl to
leamn of her wishes, and when she heard what had
happened to Teodoro and what was now about to
happen to him, Violante, once the saddest woman
in the world who expected nothing but death, after
a while, putting trust in the messenger’s words,
began to take heart. She replied that if she fol-
lowed her own desires in this matter, nothing
would make her happier than to be Teodoro’s
wife, but that she neverthelesss would do whatever
her father ordered. And so by mutual agreement
the girl’s betrothal was announced and celebrated
with a great feast to the immense pleasure of all
the townspeople..

After giving her small son to a wet nurse, she
began recuperating, and before long the girl ap-
peared more beautiful than ever; no longer con-
fined to her bed, she presented herself to Fineo,
whose return from Rome had been expected, and
she paid him all the respect due to a father. And
Fineo, most delighted at having such a beautiful
daughter-in-law, saw to it that their marriage was
celebrated with the greatest of festivity and feast-
ing, and he accepted her as if she were his own
daughter, and always considered her as such from
that time on. A few days afterward, Fineo em-
barked on a galley with his son, the lady, and his
little grandson, and took them with him to Laiaz-
zo, where the two lovers remained in peace and
tranquillity for as long as they lived.
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(Fifth Day, Eighth Story)

Nastagio degli Onesti, in love with a girl from
the Traversari family, squanders all his wealth
without being loved in return ; his relatives beg him
to leave for Chiassi; there he sees a knight hunting
down a young lady , who is killed and devoured by
two dogs; he invites his relatives and the lady he
loves to dine with him, and when she sees this
same young lady torn to pieces, fearing a similar
fate, she takes Nastagio as her husband.

WHEN Lauretta fell silent, at the Queen’s

command Filomena began as follows:

Charming ladies, just as our compassion is
praised, so, too, is our cruelty punished severely
by divine justice. In order to prove this to you and
to give you reason to drive all such cruelty com-
pletely from your hearts, I would like to tell you a
story which is no less moving than it is entertain-
ing.

In Ravenna, that most ancient city of Ro-
magna, there once lived many a noble gentleman,
among whom was a young man named Nastagio
degli Onesti, who was left rich beyond all measure
by the deaths of his father and one of his uncles.
And as often happens to young men who have no
wife, he fell in love with one of the daughters of a
certain Paolo Traversaro, a girl of a far nobler
family than his own, but whose love he hoped to
win by means of his accomplishments. But no
matter how magnificent, splendid, and praisewor-
thy these were, they not only did him little good
but, on the contrary, they seemed to do him
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harm—so cruel, harsh, and unfriendly did the
young girl he loved act toward him; perhaps be-
cause of her singular beauty or perhaps because of
her exalted rank, she became so haughty and dis-
dainful that she disliked everything about him and
anything he liked. Such behavior was so difficult
for Nastagio to bear that he often considered, after
grieving much over it, taking his own life in de-
spair; but yet he held back, at times deciding to
give her up altogether or to leam to hate her just
as she hated him. But such resolutions were taken
in vain, for it appeared that the less hope of suc-
cess he enjoyed, the more his love increased.

And so then, as the young man persisted in
loving and in spending lavishly, there were certain
friends and relatives of his who thought that he was
on the brink of wasting away both himself and his
fortune; and so they would often beg and advise
him to leave Ravenna and to stay for a while in
some other place, for in doing this, both his pas-
sion and his expenses might be diminished. Nasta-
gio consistently made fun of their advice, but they
begged him so insistently thal he was no longer
able to refuse, and so he agreed to do as they
said; and having made great preparations, as if he
were going to France or Spain or some other far-
away land, he climbed upon his horse, and ac-
companied by his many friends, left the city and
went about three miles outside Ravenna to a place
called Chiassi, where he had his pavilions and
tents set up, informing those who had ridden with
him that he wished to stop there and that they
were free to return to Ravenna. So then Nastagio,
having established himself there, began to lead the
finest and most elegant life that anyone could pos-
sibly lead, inviting different groups of friends to
dine or lunch with him, as was his custom.

Now it happened to be around the beginning of
May and the weather was beautiful when Nastagio
began to brood over his cruel lady, and having or-
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dered all his servants to leave him alone so that he
could think about her at his pleasure, step by
step, lost in his thoughts, he wandered into the
pine woods. And it was already past the fifth hour
of the day when, having walked at least half a
mile into the pine forest, not mindful of eating or
anything else, he suddenly seemed to hear a terri-
ble cry and the most horrible shrieks of a woman;
his sweet train of thoughts being thus interrupted,
he raised his head to see what it was and discov-
ered to his astonishment that he was in a pine for-
est. Moreover, as he looked straight in front of
him, he saw a very beautiful girl, naked, her hair
all disheveled, her flesh torn by the briars and
thorns, running toward him through a wood thick
with bushes and briars, weeping and crying out for
mercy; then he saw running behind her two huge
and ferocious mastiffs that every so often would
catch up with her and bite her savagely; and even
farther behind her, he could see a dark-looking
knigth, his face flushed with anger, riding a black
steed and holding a sword in his hand, threatening
her with death in horrible and abusive language.

This sight filled his soul with both wonder and
fear as well as with compassion for the unfortunate
woman, and from his compassion was born a de-
sire to save her, if he could, from such anguish
and threat of death. On finding himself without
weapons, he used the branch of a tree as a club
and prepared to confront the dogs and the knight.

But when the knight saw this, he shouted to
him from a distance:

“Nastagio, don’t interfere; leave it to me and
these dogs to give this wicked female what she de-

"
serves.

No sooner had he said this than the dogs seized
the girl firmly by her thighs and stopped her, and
the knight, reaching that spot, dismounted from
his horse, as Nastagio went up to him and said:
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“I do not know who you are or how you happen
to know me, but let me tell you how base an act it
is for an armed knight to try to kill a naked woman
and to set dogs upon her as if she were a svagae
beast. I certainly shall defend her to the best of
my ability.”

The knight then said:

“Nastagio, I was from the same town as you,
and you were still a small child when 1, Messer
Guido degli Anastagi, fell too passionately in love
with this woman, far more so than you are with
this Traversari girl of yours; her arrogance and
cruelty led me to such a wretched state that one
day with this very sword you see in my hand, I
killed myself out of desperation, and I am now
condemned to eternal punishment. Nor was it long
afterward that this woman, who rejoiced at my
death beyond all measure, also died, and for the
sin of her cruelty and for the delight she took in
my sufferings, unrepentant as she was and con-
vinced that she deserved to be rewarded rather
than punished for them, she, too, was and con-
tinues to be condemned to the pains of Hell.
When she descended into Hell, both of us re-
ceived a punishment: she was to flee from me and
I, who had loved her so much, was to pursue her
as if she were my mortal enemy and not the woman
I loved; and every time 1 catch up to her, with
this sword, the one I used to kill myself, I kill
and split her back open, and that hard and cold
heart, into which neither love nor compassion ever
entered, [ tear from her body along with her other
entrails, as you will see presently, and give them
to these dogs to devour. Then, after a short space
of time as decreed by the justice and power of
God, she is resurrected, as if she had never been
dead, and she begins her painful flight all over a-
gain, with the dogs and me pursuing her. And ev-
ery Friday around this time I catch up with her at
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this spot, and here I slaughter her as you are
about to witness; but do not think that we rest on
other aays, for T catch up with her then in other
places where she thought or acted cruelly toward
me; and having changed from her lover to her en-
emy, as you see, in this role I must pursue her for
as many years as the number of months she was
cruel to me. Now, allow me to carry out the sen-
tence of divine justice and do not try to oppose
what you are helpless to prevent.’

When Nastagio heard these words, he became
quite frightened, and there was not a hair on his
head which was not standing on end, and stepping
back, he watched the wretched girl and waited in
fear to see what the knight would do to her; when
the knight finished speaking, with sword in hand,
like a mad dog, he pounced on the girl, who was
kneeling and screaming for mercy as the two mas-
tiffs held her tightly, and with all his might, he
stabbed her in the middle of her breast, the blade
passing through to the other side. When the girl
received this blow, she fell to the ground, still
weeping and screaming, and the knight, having
laid hold of a dagger, slit open her back, ripped
out her heart and everything else around it,
threw it all to the two mastiffs, who, ravenous
with hunger, devoured it instantly. Nor was it
long before the girl. almost as if nothing had hap-
pened, suddenly rose to her feet and began to run
off in the direction of the sea with the dogs still
tearing at her flesh; and the knight, having re-
mounted his horse and taken up his sword again,
also began to chase her, and in a short time, they
were so far away that Nastagio could no longer see
them.

After witnessing ‘these events, Nastagio re-
mained in that spot for a long while, caught up in
his feelings of compassion and fear, but after a
while it occurred to him that this spectacle, since
it took place every Friday, might well be useful to

and

- 506 -

M. REL M AIZ AR T it
RN RE MU EhRAEZ A,
BAERRZ —HERBEA. A
R R E AT EXHE A
B, AR EMIREREN R ERE "

S I BT T XA TE AN
MTREEHRA, UFS EHE R
ZEAEREER T, B E—
i EERA A E %, B
BEEWLEFN, Wi
ZE, FREFL B —FRH—
FETE S b ALEL, PIARE R R
AL M A T, A B I 7 2R
mysRfe , L -t A 0 8 o g 1
% FISISEE T it i B iz, 2D 247
SROQME BIFE T i b, RS+ 3
S ], TR, 1
T At oo FEE 0 7SR 1 G A%
FERIZE, PIARRAR T RAER B
A A B — e T e TR
TEREA, BT AR L
&k, LB HE BT EhkE,
PR LA A i & , T 1t 8
5 b, 4 U TT 4B 1, RER(E
MGAHTIE E RAREF PIHK T -

WEX—V), HHEE R
THE, & TRAZEA BT
%k, TRE X —FEE R TR
SAERRAR A B, O A8 L 1 T
LASFIF A X — TR, TR AR 4



