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CHAPTER 1

- FOOTPRINTS
ON THE MOON

On the lonely, lifeless landscape of the moon, a strange-looking
vehicle squats motionless under the sun’s glaring rays. On one

of its four spindly legs is attached a small, stainless steel plaque
- which reads:

HERE MEN FROM THE PLANET EARTH
FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON.
JULY 1969 A.p.

WE CAME IN PEACE FOR ALL MANKIND.

The vehicle, the cast-off lower half of a lunar landing craft,
is a monument to the historic event on July 20, when two Ameri-
can astronauts planted the first human footsteps on the moon.
The monument will stay there for ages, for there is no wind or
water on the moon to wear it away.
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Footprints on the Moon

~ The man who took the first step was Neil A. Armstrong, the
38-year-old civilian commander of the Apollo 11. As he reached
the bottom of the landing craft’s ladder and extended his booted
left foot to touch the moon’s powdery surface, he said: “That’s
one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind.”
He was followed down the ladder minutes later by Edwin
E. Aldrin, Jr., a 39-year-old Air Force colonel. For 2 hours and
21 minutes, the two men, carefully at first and then boldly, wan-
dered about on the barren, rock-strewn surface. They tested their
ability to move about on this strange world. They took photo-
graphs of the landscape. They set up scientific experiments and
collected rock and soil samples. They set up a television camera
80 the whole world could watch. At one point, Armstrong said to
. Aldrin, “Isn’t this fun?” ,
All the while, the third member of the crew, Michael Collins,
- 38, an Air Force licutenant colonel, piloted the Command Ship in
Junar orbit 70 miles above the surface, waiting for the two ex-
plorers to rejoin him for the trip back to earth. Altogether the
visit to the moon lasted 21 hours and 37 minutes.

AN INCREDIBLE TRIUMPH

For the Apollo 11 crew, and fc: the United States space team,
the successful 500,000-mile mission involving 88 separate steps
was an incredible triumph of skill and courage. For the world, it
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Footprints on the Moon

was the most dramatic proof of what man can do if he puts his
mind to it. The moon, which used to seem unreachable, was now
within man’s reach, the first port of call in the new age of space-
faring. '

There have been other daring expeditions, of course. But
Apollo 11 was different: the world watched it as it happened.
Through television and radio, hundreds of millions of people fol-
lowed the activities aboard Columbia, the command ship, and
Eagle, the landing craft -— names chosen because, as Armstrong
put it, they were “representative of the flight and the nation’s hope.”
The television pictures across the 238,000 miles from the moon
were so clear and sharp, showing the deep shadows and bright
sunlight, that they seemed almost unreal. |

Though the mission was completed almost without flaw, it
was filled with suspense and anxiety. The astronauts faced risks
on the moon never before met by man. And, as with all space
flights, chances of failure and disaster were ever present — the
blast-off of the giant Saturn 5 rocket at Cape Kennedy, the entry
of the spaceship into earth and lunar orbits, the never-before-
attempted landing and lift-off from the moon, the link-up of
Columbia and Eagle, the re-entry into the atmosphere, the splash-
down. An error or failure of any/of the millions of individual
parts anywhere along the way could have ended the mission short
of the goal. An equipment failure or accident on the moon could

have left the astronauts stranded.
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~ Footprints on the Moon

HEROES

But they made it. After eight days in space, they splashed
. down in the Pacific to a presidential greeting aboard the recovery
E carrier, the U.S.S. Homnet. They were the heroes of the nation
and the workd.

“This is the greatest week in the history of the world since the
Creation,” President Nixon told the space travelers. “As a result
of what you've done, the world has never been closer together
before.” ‘
| The welcome was not the familiar red-carpet ceremony of
~ space missions in which the returning astronauts walk across the

deck of the carrier. The Apollo 11 crewmen were inside an isola-
tion van and they talked with Mr. Nixon by microphone. The
~ astronauts were under quarantine because of the slim chance that
they brought back some deadly moon virus for which man has no.
immunity. . _
People everywhere were excited by this moon trip. Perhaps
never before had one event so captured the world’s imagination and’
- gpirit of adventure. There were some grumbles about problems
to be solved here on earth, but for days Apollo was all over the
headlines, TV sets, and radios throughout'the world.
What moved the human spirit was, as Aldrin put it jn a
thoughtful moment on the way home, the “curiosity of all mankind
to explore the unknown” that had sent explorers to brave the
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Footprints on the Moon

~

harshest conditions of this planet — to the poles, to the tops of
mountains, to the loftiest balloon altitudes, to the deepest portions

.of the sea. Then why not the moon?

There wete critics who said that the Apollo program cost too
much, that the money and talent could be more usefully directed
to fighting disease and poverty, that it was a “childish stunt” to
make a race out of going to the moon. But by the time of the
moon trip, many people began to think that the astronauts might
bring back some clues to help solve the mysteries of the universe.

Whatever would be learned from the Apollo®11 voyage, it
was a great expansion for mankind. It was a journey that took
man beyond the earth to walk on another world.
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THE TARGET

By the time the Apollo 11 astronauts began preparing for
their lunar veyage, scientists had gathered enormous amounts of
data about the moon. For thousands of years astronomers have
been looking at the moon, studying its appearance and its motion
through the sky. For the past 360 years, detailed views of the
moon have been made possible through the use of telescopes. More
recently, we have been able to reflect radar signals from the moon
and to send scientific instruments to the moon on unmanned rockets.
Radar signals and rockets able to travel through outer space are
 the products of our fast-moving scientific age, and they have shown
us things about the moon that could never have been known before.
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