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The village of Lambarene lies on the river Ogowe, 40 miles
south of the equator, in the formerly French Equatorial Africa.
The area resembles the beginning of the world — clouds, river and
forest melt into a landscape that seems literally antediluvian, as
Schweitzer himself has described it. Most of the year, the air is
like steam coming out of a green mist.

This is the setting of one of the most famous missionary enter-
prises of the world — the bush hospital of Dr. Albert Schweitzer.

Incontestably Schweitzwer is a great man — one of the grea-
test of this century. He is too lofty, too manifold to grasp easnly
~— a "universal man” as Leonardo da Vinci and Goethe were uni-
versal men.

He has had four different careers — in philosophy, medicine,
theology, music. He has written learned books on Bach, Jesus,
and the history of civilization, and is the world’s foremost authori-
ty on the architecture of organs, as well as one of the most re-
nowned living organists. Also, Dr. Schweitzer knows a great deal
— more than many men who have devoted their lives to these
fields — about esthetics, tropical zoology , anthropology, and ag-
riculture; and he is an expert carpenter, mason, veterinarian,
boat builder, dentist, draftsman, mechanic., pharmacist, and gar-
dener. Universal man indeed!

To make Schweitzer’s career at Lambarene comprehensible,
we must go back to the roots. Born in Upper Alsace in 1874, Al-
bert Schweitzer was a sickly child, in contrast to his subsequent
phenomenal robustness. Also — more strangely — he was slow to
read and write, and was a poor scholar. Because of this, as he
grew up, he made himself master subjects that were particularly
difficult for him like Hebrew. He had a stern, glowing sense of
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duty.

In music he was an authentic prodigy. He composed a hymn
when he was seven, began to play the organ at eight when his legs
were scarcely long enough to reach the pedals, and at nine, substi-
tuted for the regular organist in a church service.

In early manhood, three of his four professional lives procee-
ded concurrently. He studied philosophy at the University of
Strasburg and a thesis on Kant brought him his first doctorate. He
studied theology, and in 1900, when he was 25, became curate of
St. Nicholas Church in Strasburg. He studied the theory of music,
and began his career as a concert organist. By the time he was 26,
he had degrees as a doctor in philosophy, theology, and music.
Meanwhile, a stream of books began to come from him, and had
never stopped.

Then, at 30, he abruptly quit his three careers in order to be-
come a doctor and go out to Lambarene for the rest of his life as
medical missionary.

Why medicine? Because, he records, he was tired of tatk and
wanted action. Why Lambarene? Because it was one of the most
inaccessible and primitive spots in all Africa, one of the most dan-
gerous, and one without a doctor.

Relatives and friends expostulated with him, but he told them
that he felt he had to “give something in return” for the happiness
he enjoyed. He was obeying literally the command of Jesus,
“Whosoever would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall
lose his life for my sake ... shall save it.” Because he always de-
manded that “idealists should be sober in their views,” Schweitzer
was fully conscious of the difficulties that would confront him.

He worked at his medical studies from 1905 to 1912, and fi-
nally, aged 38, became an M.D. These years were the most diffi-
cult and fatiguing he ever spent. A medical education is a grueling
enough process; yet he managed to continue teaching philosophy,
kept on with his activity as curate of St. Nicholas and started work
on a definitive edition of Bach’s organ music, while giving organ
concerts all the time.

-8-
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He married in 1912. His wife, a Jewess, daughter of a noted
Strasburg historian, learned nursing in order to be able to help him
in Africa. When they arrived in Lambarene in 1913, they found
conditions formidable — as indeed they still are. Every inch of
habitable land in the area has to be scraped out of the giant forest,
which is populated thickly with unamiable beasts like pythons and
gorillas. The rivers are heavy with crocodiles.

Albert Schweitzer built his hospital. from scratch, practically
with his bare hands. Once he had to move and rebuild the entire
establishment because the old huts were too small to contain his in-
creasing practice. African patients, suffering anything from lep-
rosy to elephantiasis, were not always easy to handle. They some-
times ate the ointment prescribed for skin afflictions, swallowed
at one gulp a bottlé of medicine supposed to last weeks or tried to
poison other inmates. For one brief period, after the death of a
patient who came too late for successful treatment, Schweitzer
was suspected of being a leopard in disguise, who deliberately took
lives. ' '

When he set out for Africa, Schweitzer thought he was giving
up forever what was dearest to him — art and teaching.” But-he
has always had a piano with him in Africa, and so has been able to
keep up with his music. Since World War I1, his organ recordings
of Bach, made when he was on holiday in Europe, have been a
profound artistic success. He lectures widely whenever he returns
to civilization, and has been honoured by universities without
number; moreover, by working at njght, he has managed to keep
up a steady literary output. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
for 1952. _

He is strongly built, and often wears a sun helmet, an open
white shirt, tattered trousers, and heavy black'shoes. In his
quarters, he has a small bedroom and an adjoining office. Here is
a tatterdemalion assortment of books, papers, stores, tools, emp-
ty tins, piles of music, and bits of carpentry. When he finishes
writing a book chapter he loops a string through the pages and
hangs them behind his desk, “like a bag of pheasants.” (Metal
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clips cannot be used in Lambarene, they rust at once. )

Once in commemorating Schweitzer’s birthday, a London
newspaper paid this tribute:

“If sainthood consists in making the good life attractive, Al-
bert Schweitzer is a saint of our century.”
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Wilbur and Orville Wright were two brothers from the heart-
land of America with a vision as sweeping as the sky and a practi-
cality as down-to-earth as the Wright Cycle Co. , the bicycle busi-
ness they founded in Dayton, Ohio, in 1892. But while there were
countless bicycle shops in turn-of-the-century America, in only one
were wings being built as well as wheels. When the Wright broth-
ers finally realized their vision of powered human flight in 1903,
they made the world a forever smaller place. I've been to Kitty
Hawk, N.C., and seen where the brothers imagined the future,
and then literally flew across its high frontier. It was an inspira-
tion to be there, and to soak up the amazing perseverance and cre-
ativity of these two pioneers.

The Wright brothers had been fascinated by the idea of flight
from an early age. In 1878 their father, a bishop in the Church of
the United Brethren in Christ, gave them a flying toy made of
cork and bamboo. It had a paper body and was powered by rubber
bands. The young boys soon broke the fragile toy, but the memory
of its faltering flight across their living room stayed with them. By
the mid-1890s Wilbur was reading every book and paper he could
find on the still earth-bound science of human flight. And four
years before they made history at Kitty Hawk, the brothers built
their first, scaled-down flying machine — a pilotless “kite” with a
5-ft wingspan, and made of wood, wire and cloth. Based on that
experiment, Wilbur became convinced that he could build an air-
craft that could be “capable of sustaining a man.”

While the brothers’ bicycle business paid the bills, it was
Wilbur’s abiding dream of building a full-size flying machine that
inspired their work. For many years, he once said, he had been
“afflicted with the belief that flight is possible.” The reality of
that obsession was a lonely quest for the brothers in the workroom



