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Abstract

This book is based on an annual survey on the “Internet Use by Minors in
China” jointly conducted by the “ Internet Program on Chinese Minors”
organizers, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and China Youth University
for Political Sciences. It has benefited greatly from the concerted efforts of those
scholars and experts on minors and internet use from government organs,
communist youth leagues, research institutions and universities.

The book is made up of five parts: general report, surveys and reports,
topics, case studies and appendices. Focusing on the issue of Chinese minors’ use
of the Internet, it adopts a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods
and of general (national) data and special-purpose (regional) data. It addresses
such issues as internet use by minors, influence of families on minors’ internet
use, mobile use and online mobile use by minors, online social interactions,
specific websites for minors, school violence in cyberspace, as well as use of new
media by junior school pupils in Beijing, and comes up with possible solutions
and suggestions on minors’ use of the internet.

In the information age, the internet has become an important space for the
growth of minors. Despite the positive role of the internet in minors’ learning,
life, recreation and social participation, it has also brought enormous harm to the
mental and physical health of minors by way of harmful information and negative
effects, such as violence, pornographic imagery and internet addition. Some
unhealthy social trends also find immediate effects on them by way of the
internet, which is a brand new media for minors to conceptualize and participate
in the society. In view of these issues, scholars and experts try to analyze the
situation of and causes for minors’ internet use, and provide their solutions and
suggestions on the legislation, internet ethics, internet technologies, internet
management, as well as responsibilities on the parts of schools, families and the

society.
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