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To use English freely in the IELTS speaking test has been an aspiration for all of you, but how to
fulfill this dream probably is a puzzle for many. In my estimation, overall the Chinese candi-

dates’ poor performance has been due to their “overpreparation” or " mispreparation”, so to
speak, for the IELTS speaking test than to the lack of lexical resources to draw on. The intense
cramming and the chunky, indigestible masses that are brutally crammed into their brains
render the entire preparation process a strategic failure. And the accompanying psychological
insecurity and resistance further aggravate everything...
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Preface

To use English freely in the IELTS speaking test has been an aspiration for all of
you, but how to fulfill this dream probably is a puzzle for many.

This book has been conceptualized and devised as a self-study aid, intended for
learners who will take the IELTS test within a couple of weeks.

In all honesty, this target audience is best characterized by their taxing anxiety, or
even desperation, and the frantic all-nighters when note cards are splayed all over the
floor in messy piles. They are so worked up because they are afraid they will end up
being unprepared or underprepared for the test. Eventually, most of them step into the
test room with their brains jam-packed with rigid templates and corny bromides, many
of which are antiquated English. Then, when actually striking up a conversation with
the examiner, they find themselves hopelessly tongue-tied and dumbfounded.
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In my estimation, overall the Chinese candidates’ poor performance has been due
to their “overpreparation” or “mispreparation”, if you will, for the IELTS speaking
test than to the lack of lexical resources to draw on. The intense cramming and the
chunky, indigestible masses that are brutally crammed into their brains render the
entire preparation process a strategic failure. And the accompanying psychological
insecurity and resistance further aggravate everything.

My four years of experience as an IELTS teacher in China informs me students get
most amazing results when they learn with a happy mood. Learning with fun has
been a firmly-entrenched pedagogical principle in many Western countries, just as
indiscriminate rote learning has been institutionalized in a host of Chinese schools.
Now that the readers of this book are about to be tested in a Western language by a
Westerner with typically Western thought, it only makes sense the author’s best bet
would be to shun the awe-inspiring words, the formidably intricate sentences and
the baffling grammatical points and just settle for something more approachable,
accessible and easier to be transferred to long-term memory.

You must be frowning. Yes, | contradict myself with all the high-sounding, stilted stuff
in this foreword. As a matter of fact, no matter who you are and where you are from,
one thing’s for sure: You are not taking the IELTS test anytime soon. Candidates-to-be
don’t have time for this particular segment of any publications in the first place. Even
if they didn’t leap right to the first chapter, they couldn’t possibly have trudged this far
in this section, for it is swamped with words that are unfamiliar to them. Only goes
to show how essential it is for me to come up with something less intimidating in the
main body of this book.

Given the painstaking efforts Chinese candidates make prior to the |IELTS speaking
test, on average their scores are deplorably low. | am convinced this far-from-
satisfying situation can be largely attributed to the general misunderstanding, or “myth”
that only pompous and well-regurgitated wording and phrasing can guarantee good
scores in the test. This assumption is dubious on two accounts:




¥ What is a good score anyway? ( My understanding of this is the best possible
score a candidate can potentially get, so it has more to do with realistic potential than
with arbitrary conjecture. )

7« Do students have to get the examiner completely daunted to get a satisfactory
score in a test specifically devised for non-native English speakers? | just wonder.

English-as-a-second-language tests, by definition, do not require the candidates to
to speak “perfect” English. The ability td express themselves comfortably and to get
their messages across effectively are much more desirable than showy bravura.
And considering the time constraints candidates are confronted with before the test,
principled compromises in expectations would be very much in order.

This book gives its readers access to a wealth of words, phrases, sentences,
paragraphs and passages organized by commonly-tested topics. Still, it is advised
readers focus more on how the author uses these elements to construct ideas.
The primary purpose of this book is not to drill the readers in reciting memorized
pieces verbatim, but to coax the readers into orally producing their own ideas about
recurrent topics in the IELTS speaking test. With this book, readers will come to the
realization speaking English isn't so hard , after all, and they can talk in English too.
The conventional wisdom of “Don’t speak just to hear yourself talk.” doesn’t apply
here. | will constantly conjole my readers into “just talking” or even rambling a bit with
their flawed but far more laid-back and effectual English. Also, the author will share
with you many carefully-crafted, tried-and-true techniques for you to ace this test.
Additionally, every now and then, you'll stumble across a variety of things about the
English-speaking cultures.

As it turns out, this book is more than a survival kit for IELTS-takers. It winds up
more like an escape fiction book more concerned with a distinct escapism from
the pedagogical tyranny and archaisms that are dominating the IELTS speaking
preparation in China. Such a book will deserve a corner on the market, I'm positive,
not just because it's unique, but because of its substantial utility as an alternative
genre. The reader will discover his/her own worth and potential and walk away with
what the author has put in this publication — self-assurance and strength.
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From the Author to the Reader
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A RRIAZ AP Ik (TR ERBREEHY £ A AT, £iF
REAMABHEHAG K TrE, X—F2, KARZEROEL. FAFBRKANS
HEKRET. SR, WA 2AF 2 KIeE 4R35, They just breathed down
my neck, hoping the relentless coercion will turn into motivation. Fair enough.

AT OERE—BRALEAMEN Y REGREA., LEREBREGMIE, K
RREG—QFR—ZANRE, REGZ#AHNSHT. "Hmm, | guess giving
reassurance in times of trouble is what parents are for. Chinese parents are totally
incredible!

FBRIEFE

PRFLEL (BITY 3T uEaE Heg 2R, 3 oiEH£K469 = MsectionsH 3|4 4
TAt A ) R E R Ak, CBITY R e R A MR AN EM, KYHFRLE
sERZF RGBRM. R ENTFRNALHRE 0 KRB LM LR H%E
RIDARABRBAFEFELS., ABEEELE (7)Y 0 ERRAHINER, HELER
7. EA. QXFFTBLEREEEFNS RSN EE, @ REmix them up.

@ * FPart 1, ABITHT AEH—F—EXKF%, BRBSTHLLHFERL
topicseg At H 24, BHREABRFAITRRKFUAR-NELELEE—NME Y& F 4
X, REREAF R EH, BETEHFRRIE.

O 5t TPart 2, RKFLhehR 0B SRt LEMRKEABF FF. AL,
youth culture &2 m A — IR R T BALEG AL L /) &, FTvALE%h B Part 275 M A& ik 7 ik 44 it
%, RRBHTDE21Y, BB NETFRHFROREE L LS B4 AMHGLE,
RPN R, BHFARRKAEBRR, 22 CEFHIpa3TF42, P RPRE R —15
2% ik A, LHKCERERP G221 kH SR BYEME, R DET K5
% k" (Ten Cue Card Answers for the Dummies) X —#4%, £2 LA T 2iEF&HE
BERNGERM,



© AFehPart 3, RALIREZHAZ (logical reasoning) , X H AR EFF AR
Z-Part 3X A6 IR I ETE AT IRA AL BAR I 448

O K4t iAo E R R WiEK (a relentless pursuit) if & F 4k 3 £ /&
SETFTRAGOERFEBET AR, REZ4AGLMEREREH T EHICH
AR H G TRAENBHERE], FROERSEALGE TR L A", A%
# A ESFAIR, wanna, gonna, dudeiX # i ¥ i £ E A R A X 96999 9 —
R, B2 A—RRAENDERANRE. APUAEHEASH TR - oiE
B ERGEF)”, L KRR T BH 4B E %R (stuffy), 422z %" (funky) .

O KFHARZRLBEAEES (tempting) , 2R BREME, “SFAFELTHA
F R ATAES0 %", AR TRTESR (senseless) , 122405t R 5 24 AR
Lk (flawless) RRD? BpAkf B To9&iEH45, il TAME| S & &4 K8 L2
(Do all the answers just roll off your tongue? ) 3 if =T vA R 2| &4 5 B ARA K & &
#®? (Do you feel at home with all the possible topics? ) ¥ b, A2 A4, #
RREEEH R EABMYSERAFET—ADEBFHAL, FHEiT: 100% 4
KA — R0 AR AT O 5 B OAIFS TS R —AE 4!
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IELTS & #X,% —/ 6 9] 3F ¥ 4249 % iX. Keep in mind that the average duration of
this test is 12'.

FMeRFBORBKRS, ERAMAGWEREAG KB RLE—HFHHH
OFERE, RAMBOEL, CEAARBHRE, BAHE. BN TFHLEEL
(highlights ) , &3 4#FZ & % (blind spots) .
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“pose. ANIXRALEET, JrehaiEkE T4 S, iPhone, blackberry, PSP&%4%, )
REFHBHGCDEWNZIA, FAEHES L.

# =i&: Get it down pat. ;Z & X/ ~pat | F#), XZ/vidiom, FEZELAH
THRELEAE. IEFRTRRATHRANERERTIAN., RERESFERGN
1, HTLHTRET K HAFILERAFHENERAFRLAZMHFTF—2, &
EEAFH TN, FARATRSWE LR EEMGF LR, XA, Sfaik
EEEGIIE, REBAREFEZEPIE —IH5ES G TKFIEE, HTETUS
\ A —RREFALELHTHERT. Y,

b, EikPs FH” GERN, FRECLEZFHT. REGEKIEH, &%
ROERMNA, EEXR—AERGH, ZRAEF GBSO RLT ot 2405%. &
ISR # BT e TR AR AL B T4 EDblog.sina.com.cn/ieltsguruy bk, HAF
RERLAIH THFAMNE RBRKERGRTAMCRLRE. #hLRABRME
iX, JfH/Mdigital recordersi#MP3 player# g & &%, At AKHCDE @A FH)
A “PIPIRE” HRE, IHRGKFEH XA E D bk F|reasonably good##E
| F

W REAMH AEEERZH, ZA, RRASKAEAMNARZERE, HEOEF XA
R —A#4369% K. It's over before you know it. @
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Deepest appreciation goes to my parents and my sister, without whom | would
not have embarked upon this “cottage industry”. Your loving support definitely means
a lot to me.



Special kudos goes to Ms. Lu Lei and Ms. Meng Yugin, the co-editors of this
book, whose hard work, intelligence and resourcefulness make a real difference in the
creation of this book.

And most of all, | wish to dedicate this book to the students who have made
up my classes in the Global IELTS Institute (Beijing). Their example has continually
spurred me to keep working on this book. | hope it will be a nice reminder of our
delightful time together.
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Shoot for the sky,

[ cause even if you miss,

//youll still land among the stars,
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The Little cracks they escalatenl
And before we knew it was too late
For making cireles and telling lies
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