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College Life

1. English Learning in China: a Viewpoint

Adapted from an article by Norman Pritchard

Warm-up Questions J§

1. What do you think is the purpose of learning a foreign language?
A. To pass the exam for a better college.
B. To communicate with people from other countries.
C. To study and work abroad.
D. To gain more opportunities for personal and national development.
2. How many years have you been learning English? Are you satisfied (3 &) with
your English? In what way do you think you can improve ($£%&) it?

Introduction

English learning has become important and necessary for Chinese young people. But
as a matter of fact, after having studied English for six or nine years, many of us still

have difficulty speaking and writing good English. What went wrong? Here is a view-
point from an English teacher.

oday’s world moves at a fast P Toloied e Y in it you need 1. pace fpeis/n. B, WA
to be able to keep up learning new skills as they become 2. survive /so'vav/ v. %, &3E

necessary and raise your standard of education or training
many times during your working lifetime. But young people in China

preparing themselves for a future that will be ever more «hallcngine 3. challenging /'tfelnd3my/ a. &

Bk




[SL RN

o

~

. interms of #k--- ik
. let down {528

. object /ab'dzekt/ v. RXF, HU

. aseries of —&%

8. lecture /'lektfa/ n. J®if, HHE

10.

1.

12.

15.

16.

20.

2L

22

23.
24,

. instruction /in'strakfan/ n. 1§

5, B2

diagram /'daragreem/ n. EER
analyze /‘enolarz/ vt. 34, 4
®

mechanics /mrkaeniks/ 1. F1HK
4

. award /o'waid/ vt. #F

. theory /'Orary/ n. Ei®

limit /'limut/ n. FEBR
accomplish /a'kamplf/ vi. 5eX

. responsibility /ri.sponst’bilati/ 7.

®E, BH

. instructor /m'strakta/ n. HUH

. fluent /fluont/ a. SRFIEY

primary /'prammory/ a. ##58,
VERES

proper /‘propo/ a. 1834 #, 1E#
9

loom /lum/ v BRI, &R

perform /pa'form/ v.
creatively /krr'ertrvly/ ad. Sh&M
i

1< ot its demands on their skills are being |« ¢ down by an edu-
cational system that forces them to study instead of learning.

But surely, you , study IS learning. No, it isn’t — at least
not necessarily. Nor is learning study — necessarily. The simplest
example is the skill of riding a bicycle. You could attend

on the subject, copy on how to do it from the
blackboard, memorize (izcrarns , analvze it or take notes on the
" involved. You could learn all these things off by heart
before going into an examination room. And then you would write
two hours’ worth of examination answers on the subject and be
a degree in bicycle studies. But would you be able to ride a

bike?

All right, you might say that’s riding a bicycle, and everybody
knows you can’t learn that only with . You have to do it with
practice, but surely that’s not true of learning science or history or
language, is it? You have to be taught these things: you need a teach-
er.

Far be it from me to say the world doesn’t need teachers: I am
one myself. But if there’s one thing I've learned as a teacher, it’s that
there’s a I to what you can achieve through teaching, but no »
limit to what you can through learning. This is because
true learning only comes from within the learner himself. And the
chief

organize situations in which learners can learn.

of an is not to teach but rather to
Here’s one from my own field. Can you speak English? Or if
you can, what about your classmates? Are they all in English?
They should be. Many Chinese students now start learning English
in priman school. By the end of the full secondary-school system,
they have studied ( or been studying ) English for something like six
to nine years, they know at least 2,000 words, and over 90% of them
pass English in the school-leaving examination. Yet, as you well
know, few of them can put together a sentence in English.
Why? Because they studied but they didn’t learn. They were
taught but didn’t do. They depend upon the teacher to tell them ev-
erything, and the reason they did that was the exam
end of the course, one that didn’t establish whether they could actu-
ally use English, but simply checked how many facts they knew. It
didn’t test whether they could v, but only if they

could remember.

“ at the



I know how difficult this can make things from my own early
language-learning . In Britain we used to learn languages
rather badly too. I left school able to read Racine and Moliére in
French, but unable to speak a word with real 7. In my
first week in France, needing «!1: and not knowing the word
(Racine doesn’t mention it), I explained to a 1 " shop

that I needed “a special soap to wash my horses” (“cheveux”
means hair and “chevaux” means horse ). She finally got the picture
and gave me some “shampooing” — the Franglais word for sham-
poo.

Now I can see that this " experience should not
repeat itself among Chinese students. For most of us it’s not our
objective to learn the differences between “cheveux” and “chevaux”,
but rather to become skillful in using them to meet our actual needs.
Therefore, to learn English for a real purpose of '
should become a learning objective. In this sense, the more you
learn, the more skillful you will be, the more you will feel interested,

and the more progress you will make in your college life.

approx. 674 words

Comprehension Exercises

25;

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

3L

experience /ik'sprarions/ n. &
%, 25

confidence / 'konfidans/ n. {5
it

shampoo /fzm'pu:/ n. HEEHE,
HEEE

puzzle / 'pazl/ v. {EKBAfR
assistant /a'sistant/ n. B

embarrassing /im'barasiy/ a. &
AR Y

communication /ka, mju:ni-

‘ketfan/ n. ZPr, BRE

& Read the text and choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Chinese students must learn to learn, not just to study.

B. Learning riding a bicycle is different from learning Racine and Moliére.

C. The teacher’s role in English learning.
D. Why and how to learn English.

2. How does the author support his viewpoint in the passage?
A. With examples of many famous people.
B. With his personal teaching experience.
C. With statistics (##%) from a book.
D. With two different examples.

g Read the text again and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. The author seems not satisfied with the way Chinese students learn English.




2. The example of learning to ride a bicycle shows that one can learn things only
with theory.

3. There is a limit to what a teacher can teach, but no limit to what one can
achieve through learning.

4. Many Chinese students can pass exams and write a proper sentence in English.

5. According to the author, learning English requires (75 %) not only a knowledge
of English, but also lots of practice in communication.

6. The examples show the importance of practice and failure of study in terms of
language learning.

g, Discuss the following questions with your partners.

1. What do you know about the author?

2. What does the author think is true learning?

3. What do you think is the teacher’s responsibility in language teaching?

4. According to the author, what is wrong with our English exam? Do you agree with him?




2. My First Day on Campus

Warm-up Questions §

Maty Fernandez

1. Do you still remember the moment you left home for college? What did you do and

what did your parents and other family members do?

2. Did your parents accompany (f%f£)you to your university? What did they do on
campus? How would you have felt if television cameras had been filming you at the

time?

Introduction “ |

your family? How did you feel at the time?

hoever thought moving away from home is something
you’d do on national television?

The camera was on me as [

urned*in
my bed the night before I left for the University of ida”“The
camera was there the next morning when I let my dog !:!: my face

and when I walked out of my house, giving it one last <t .
They got it all on tape: the laughs on the road trip, the
as my family entered my 1 room, the sweat as we tried to

fit my whole life into bags and boxes, and the

’ tearsas] | my parents one last time before they left.

s

N O AW

=

For a college student moving away from home for the first time, the first day on cam-
pus can be unforgettable. Do you ever recall the moment you waved goodbye to

. toss and turn IR 5 HEE
. Florida / 'floride/ n. 135 B3AM

GEME)

. lick /ik/ vt @&

. stare /stea/ n. B

. frown /fraun/ n. 488, R

. dull /dal/ a. BRREHY

. dorm /doxm/ n. TRE

. darbage / 'gasbidz/ . B3R, &

L)

. Rubbermaid (3€) %8} %Il & B AR
10.

hug /hag/ vt. #8$1



18.
19.

20.

21,

22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27

28.

29.

30.

3t

32
33
34

35
36.

37

38.

. editorial /,edr'tomrial/ n. 31
. transition /treen'zizan/ n. 7%,

Uy 3

. guestspot EETHHE
. Chicago /frka:gau/ n. ZINEF(E

B )

. emotion /'maufan/ n. &R, &

%

. universality /,ju:nivs:'salati/ n.

Late,

. contact / 'kontaekt/ vt. 5--- &

fir, 5--BR

fall semester FXZE¥ 1A
representative /repri'zentatrv/ n.
R&

record /rrko:d/ vt. B3k, -
xT

home video camera 3 R
#l

packing / ‘pekmy/ n. ¥T =173
dormitory staff 75 & B2 &
professional /pra'fefanal/ a. &
R ]

crew /kruy/ n. (TYE)ERA
interview / ‘mtavjuy/ n. %5
departure /dr'pa:tfa/ n. BFF

teary-eved a 27869

witness / 'witnis/ vt. B, B
B

whip up RIRSRR

lifestyle / 'larfstail/ n. 4 5& 7k
comment / 'koment/ vi. ¥t
managing editor A 458

fan letter (kB S fY)=
F=

earn /3mn/ vi. {£18%|

ironically /ar'ronikly ad. BHR
ply sl

solidarity /,splr'derat/ n. B4
(XBIET )

fame /ffem/ n. &7, BE

It all started with an I wrote about the

from high school to college, and it led to a on “The
Oprah Winfrey Show”.
Next week, “Oprah” will fly me and my family to to

appear on a show about the difficulties of moving away from home
for the first time.

Someone on the talk show’s staff read my editorial this summer
in the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel. “Oprah” picked up the story and
was touched by its and ity

They
the university to start the

from the show asked me to

me the day before I was supposed to leave for
asa first-year student. A

the whole process
with a — from the , to the drive to
college, to the first look at my dorm, down to the last goodbye.

After getting clearance from the public affairs office at the uni-
versity and the Sha local film
taped some with my parents and sister in my new room.
Tears filled my sister’s eyes as she talked about how she felt about
ny

The cameras were in my face as I watched my family drive away
without me. And the cameras were still there when my parents dis-
appeared in the distance and I was alone.

My dad got

very few times I've seen my father cry, and now people throughout

when he waved goodbye. There are
the country will - “an event that’s rare even to me.

But if I had to do it over again, I would have it no other way.
Just about everyone can relate to what I went through, and it might
just help some people.

The original editorial was also a way for me to let out all the
fears I had about going to college.

In 15 minutes I had a story that made the front

page of the section, was on during a meet-

ing by the of the newspaper and several other staff
writers, brought me my first and
on “The Oprah Winfrey Show”.

, my 15 minutes of -l

me a guest spot

with a computer and
my mixed emotions would bring me my 15 minutes of

approx. 501 words



Comprehension Exercises

g‘ Read the text and choose the best answers to complete the following statements.

1. The story writer is
A. a camera man B. a university student
C. an actor D. a show producer

2. In the story the author is trying to tell us
A. a sad story of his first day on campus
B. a happy story of his first day on campus
C. about the true feelings of a family when its boy is leaving for university
D. what it was like for the boy to be on a television show for the first time

3. The author was selected ($kizk) for the show because
A. he wrote a touching story
B. he was a famous writer
C. he was about to go to a university
D. he had a wonderful family

4. From the story we know that
A. the family sent him to the university and came back the same day
B. the family saw him off in front of the house
C. the family moved to Chicago with him
D. the family helped him pack up for college

5. The author thought others would find his experience
A. worrying B. funny
C. unusual D. helpful

g Scan the text to find the information needed to fill in the blanks.

The story the author wrote is about

The whole process from home to university was recorded with

The author’s story first appeared in

It took the author minutes to write the story.
“The Oprah Winfrey Show” will invite to to appear
on the show.

I S

6. The theme of the show is




