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If we take the 1851 World Expo in London
as the starting point of the industrial age
display design, display design has been
completed 160 years of history.

In 160 years, the earth has a lot happened
that impacted human society. The most serious
is the Earth’s resources. Since the industrial
revolution, people’s over-demand and over-
exploitation, have resulted in the depletion
of natural resources, energy crisis, the
process of human society, and also affected
the display industry. Demonstrating the
design of sustainable development has become
an important issue. To persist on sustainable
development in the field of display design,
to meet the needs of display industry without
excessive consumption of resources, and to

safeguard the operation of natural systems and
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do not damage the environment are important
issues in the field of display design, as well
as the concept in which this book emphasizes.

In 160 years, massive changes have taken
place in display design in pace with the
tremendous changes in the world. Evaluation
criteria of artistic people, people’s thinking
and use of technical means have come to a new
understanding.

First of all, show display design, as an art,
is a comprehensive design art. Art must have its
characteristics, line with the artistic order,
and meet the aesthetic criteria of evaluation. The
biggest feature of contemporary design art is
creativity. The article Information Age Calls for
New Ideas by Prof Wang Mingzhi pointed out.
“conditions” , “demand” and “creativity”
are the three elements of design. When the
objective conditions change, people’s needs will
change with it, creativity will keep renewing
as well. As a design art, exhibition design must
demonstrate creativity as the element of the
design with priority. This is another issue this book
focuses on.

Secondly, people’s attitudes changed.
Previously, exhibitions and exhibits on display
aimed to put out posters. How to display them
is the designers’ work. Designers think a lot
of ways and new programs, using good measures
to put the exhibits, but after all, is just
“place them”. In recent years, advances
in science and technology affected people’s
thinking. It is no longer just placement,
but is the integration. Show display exhibit
of contemporary design is no longer passively

being seen, but to form a harmonious
atmosphere, an attractive mental aura among
the display content, the environments and
the visitors and exhibits. In this mental
aura, people and the story, people and
the objects, people and the environment is
communicating and dialoging.

Thirdly, as a technology, design differs
from what it was in the industrial age. Metal
and wood production process, machinery,
tooling, electronics integration technology
of industry, have been ruling exhibitions for
over 100 years. It has been a convention to
apply these technologies to display design and
manufactory. However, the new technologies
as digital control, data acquisition, digital
storage, digital design, digital imaging,
mobile media, online communication,
information technology appears to break the
shackles of the industrial age. The people’s
ideas, which used to be based on technologies
from the industrial ages, have achieved a new
level of understanding to the information
technologies. Particularly, the emergence of
virtual technology presents a entirely new
feeling and a more wonderful world to the
visitors. Based on these new technologies,
designers begin to make dynamic, mysterious,
unreal, intangible, and more interesting
projects to attract people’s attention.
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