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Friends

Ready; Set; GO!! Conversational Warm-Up

Experiment: Greetings
Follow your teacher’s instructions. Then work in groups to discuss the following questions:

1. How did it make you feel when others didn’t greet you positively?
2. Were you able to offer a polite greeting in a setting where you do not know all the rules?

3. How do you think Western expectations of a positive greeting are different from your own?

Interactive Listening

&y f‘v’?_, Listening Task 1

The following words and phrases will appear in the following dialogue. Study the definitions and read along
with the recording.

WORD BOX
eyes peeled: to intentionally look for someone or something
semester: the 18 weeks of time that college and university schedules are divided in-

to for seasons of study
college: the same as university in the USA. The difference is in the chartering of the

school but not in its function. This word is interchangeable with the term univer-
sity.



Activity @)
Directions: Listen to this dialogue between Rachel and Ben.

Step 1: Listen the first time for the words in the Word Box.
Step 2: Upon the second reading, listen and read along.

Step 3: The third time you hear the reading, write the missing words you hear in the blank

spaces provided to complete the dialogue.

Rachel: Hi, Ben. up?

Ben: Nothin’ much, Rachel. How you?

Rachel: 1 am , thank you. It seems like it has been months since I
last you.

Ben: It has been . Itis that we attend the same university and never

see each other.

Rachel: Iknow. The keep us so busy that there is for anything but

class and homework.

Ben: You can say that again. I have two and a research
class alone.

Rachel: Wow, no wonder I never see you around. I’d keep my eyes
peeled for you in if I hope to see you again this semester.

Ben: Well, it will be a tough semester, but my last semester graduation will be
easy and I will be to enjoy college life once again.

busy, I’ d better get going.
Rachel: Yes, me too. It was nice to see you again. Take care.
Ben: Sure thing. See you later.

Activltge Checking for Understanding

It is now time to check your answers with your teacher. After you have corrected your work, listen to the dia-

logue again as you read along with the completed exercise.



Answer the following questions regarding the dialogue above. Write your answers in the space provided and
discuss your answers in class. é

1. How long has it been since Rachel and Ben last saw each other?
2. Where does Rachel think she will see Ben next?

3. What does Ben say about his last semester of school?

Directions: Listen as the dialogue continues. As you listen, answer the following questions. Write your
answer in the space provided bolow each question.

1. Why did Rachel continue the conversation with Ben?
2. Who is coming to visit Rachel?

3. When will Rachel see Ben again?

. . Listen to the dialogue again for the meaning of the words and phrases as they are used in
the dialogue. Write your explanation on the line that appears after each word or phrase below.

I never miss a meal:

how about:

that’11 work:

1. How does your life as a student compare with the lives of Rachel and Ben?

2. Do you think Rachel should ask Ben to meet her sister when he is so busy?



Speaking Interaction

Communication with Purposes

Small Group Work: Refining Patterns of Speech
Delivering Greetings and Introductions

Below are some common ways to dcliver greetings and introduc-
tions. The word patterns are designed to show you formal, infor-

mal and casual manners of speech.

Helpful Hint: Keep in mind that if you are in a real-life situation and are unsure if you should use for-
mal, informal or casual forms of speech, it is always safe and appropriate to use the formal manners of
speech given here.

Activity

Directions:

Step 1: Listen and repeat the following examples in the audio version.

Step 2: Practice the examples below within a group just as you heard them modeled in the audio
version. Change speaking roles so that each person has a chance to say each greeting or
response.

Greetings and Response: Formal
1. A: Hello, it’s very nice to meet you.
B: Hello, it’s nice to meet you.

2. A: Excuse me. My name is Sherry. I’m sorry. [ don’t know your name.
B: Hello, my name is Rachel. I’ m glad to meet you, Sherry.

3. A: Hello.
B: Hello. Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Mark. I am glad to meet you.
A:I’m Sam. I’m very glad to meet you as well.

4. A: Hello, how are you?
B: Fine, thank you. And you?

5. A: Mr. Smith, hello!
B: Katherine, hello! It is nice to see you again.
A: It is nice to see you as well. I would like to introduce you to my friend, Katie Matthews.
B: Katie, it is my pleasure to meet you.
A: Katie, this is the Mr. Smith whom I have told you so much about.



C: Mr. Smith, it’s a pleasure to meet you. Katherine consistently speaks highly of you.

Greetings and Response: Informal
1. A: Hi, how are you today?
B: I’m fine, thanks, and you?

2. A: Hi, my name is Becky, and yours?
B: My name is Melissa.

3. A: Ma’am. (accompanied by a head nod)
B: Sir. (acknowledged with a nod)

4. A: Hi, Jim.
B: Hi, Megan. Who's your friend?
A: Jim, I'd like you to meet Jerry Stein. Jerry, this is Jim Woods. You’ve heard me speak of
him.
B: Jerry, it’s very nice to meet you.
C: Nice to meet you too, Jim. Any friend of Megan’s is a friend of mine!
B: Thanks.

Greetings and Response: Casual
1. A: Hey there.
B: Hi, what’s new?

2. A: What’s up?
B: Nothin’ much. What’s up with you?

3. A: Long time no see!
B: Yeabh, it’s been a while. Good to see ya’.

4. A: Hey, this is my friend Jim.
B: Hey, Jim. What’s happenin’?

Sma)) Group Interaction

Activity ,

Directions: The audio recording will model the ways to use the dialogue guide below. Every student will
practice the art of greetings and self-introduction with a partner using the following speech
patterns.



Step 1: With a partner repeat the following examples of the greetings and introductions. Each
partner in the pair should select Part A or B and repeat as though you are in a conversa-
tion. Don 't forget to fill in the blanks with your own name when appropriate.

Step 2: With your partner, change speaking roles and this time listen carefully for your part-
ner’s mistakes. When you identify a mistake, point it out to your partner and practice the
correction together.

1. A: Hello, My name is (your name here). I am a student here at . I’m sorry, I don’t
know your name.
B: My name is (yvour name here). I am also a student here. I am glad to meet you.
A: (repeat the name of your partner), I’m glad to know you.

2. A: Hello, (your partner’s name here)? My name is (vour name here). I was hoping to meet you
and (state reason for desire to meet).
B: Its nice to meet you, (state your partner’s name here). Thanks for introducing yourself.

3. A: Hello, allow me to introduce myself. My name is (your name here) and I am (tell who you are).
B: Hi, (repeat your partner’s name), I’m glad to meet you. My name is (state your name here).
A: It’s nice to meet you as well, (repeat your partner’s name here). Would you like to join me

for a cup of coffee and a little conversation?
B: Sure. I would enjoy the company.
A: Good, let’s get a table.

Actlvitge

Directions: Below are three settings in which greetings are used. With your partner practice using the
greetings you have learned in each of the following settings.

Setting 1: Informal — You see a good friend of your parents’ at a restaurant.

Setting 2: Casual — You are greeting your roommate after class.

Setting 3: Formal — You are greeting your boss as you enter a meeting room.

'.rhe Chinglish Correction Connection
In response to a greeting from a person that you know, you say: “Nice to meet you.”
In response to a greeting of “How are you?” you respond with “How are you?”
Both of these responses are incorrect responses. What is the correct response in each example?

What is the problem with using each phrase in the way described above? Discuss this with your
classroom teacher.



