SANIF BEI
SUSAN SHILLINGLA
R and
“WESLEY N. TIFFNEY, JR.

'h a With a foreword by

ELAINE STEINBECK

- .,F*.-'".!' S
— B T,
B e




Edited by
Susan F. Beegel

Susan Shillinglaw
Wesley N. Tiffney, Jr.

Steinbeck
and the

Environment
Interdisciplinary Approaches

With a Foreword by
Elaine Steinbeck

The University of Alabama Press

Tuscaloosa and London



Copyright © 1997

The University of Alabama Press

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487-0380

All rights reserved

Manufactured in the United States of America

The paper on which this book is printed meets the minimum require-
ments of American National Standard for Information Science-Perma-
nence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48-1984.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Steinbeck and the environment : interdisciplinary approaches / edited
by Susan E. Beegel, Susan Shillinglaw, and Wesley N. Tiffney, Jr.,
with a foreword by Elaine Steinbeck.

p. cm.

Essays originally presented at a conference held in Nantucket,
Mass., in May 1992.

Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.

ISBN 0-8173-0846-6 (alk. paper)

1. Steinbeck, John, 1902-1968—Knowledge—Nature—Congresses.
2. Steinbeck, John, 1902-1968—Knowledge—Science—Congresses.
3. Environmental protection in literature—Congresses. 4. Human
ecology in literature—Congresses. 1. Beegel, Susan E, 1954-
II. Shillinglaw, Susan. III. Tiffney, Wesley N.
PS3537.T323478669 1997
813°.52—dc20 96-36276

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data available



Steinbeck and the Environment



In Memoriam
Professor Stanley Brodwin,

1930-1995

The untold want by life and land ne’er granted,
Now voyager sail thou forth to seek and find.

—Walt Whitman



Foreword
Elaine Steinbeck

Since my husband John Steinbeck died in 1968, I have, I am thankful
to say, led a very busy life. I have an apartment in New York to man-
age and a little house near the sea in Sag Harbor, Long Island. I am
the matriarch of a large and scattered family, and I have a happy so-
cial life with many dear friends.

Most important of all, I am concerned with the work of John
Steinbeck. That’s the part of my life I like best. I enjoy working with
his literary agents, his publishers at home and abroad; I love talking
about his books on television and in all kinds of interviews. In fact,
for years I kept myself so busy with this aspect of his literary career
that I had never been able to attend any of the Steinbeck seminars
and festivals held in various parts of the country.

Then, in 1992, there came a special invitation from Susan Beegel,
Wes Tiffney of the UMASS Nantucket Field Station, and my friend
Susan Shillinglaw of the Steinbeck Research Center, San Jose State
University. A three-day meeting was to be held to discuss Steinbeck
and the environment—and it would take place on Nantucket, one of
John's very favorite spots in the world.

We spent the first summer of our marriage on the island in 1951,
in a little house on a bluff high above the Atlantic Ocean, next to the
Sankaty Lighthouse. John wrote a great part of East of Eden there,
and he spent as much time as possible on the sea, in the sea, and
studying that particular bit of sea. He became involved with the Ma-
rine Biology Station in Woods Hole, Massachusetts, marine biology
being the second love of his life, just after writing.

So I accepted with enthusiasm the invitation to go to Nantucket.

It was a delightful affair, attended by many interesting Stein-
beckians of all ages, scholars and students. The meetings were long,
and the speeches were often intense and absorbing. I had a wonder-
ful time, and I am happy to invite you to share some of the experience
of the seminar as expressed in this book.
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Introduction

The problem of how three editors might write an introduction to Steinbeck
and the Environment together seemed insurmountable until we decided
to adopt the useful evolutionary principle of niche partitioning. Here each
of us has contributed his or her own introductory perspective, approaching
this volume’s title subject from the respective points of view of biologist,
Steinbeck specialist, and generalist in American literature. We are hopeful
that the reader will find the interdisciplinary approach helpful from the start,
using our points of convergence to locate the universals in the scientific and
humanistic experience of Steinbeck’s writing and our points of departure to
gauge what our different disciplines can contribute to one another.

A SCIENTIST’S PERSPECTIVE
Wesley N. Tiffney, Jr.

This volume presents papers by researchers of two basic types. The
first group consists of people whose primary interest is in American
literature and literary criticism. The second group comprises prac-
ticing scientists. This characterization of contributors does not mean
that the literary cadre is not interested in science or that the scientists
are not interested in literature—quite the opposite, as all the authors
represented here have enthusiastically contributed to this interdisci-
plinary anthology.

My background is essentially scientific, so I will seek to introduce
this volume from a generally scientific standpoint. First I will at-
tempt to provide some definitions and common ground for terms
and concepts often used in the following essays. Then I will attempt
to explain why I feel many of Steinbeck’s works appeal strongly to
scientists.

Ecology, Environment, Environmentalists, and
Environmental Science
Ecology in the sense of man’s awareness of interrelationships among
organisms themselves and between organisms and their environ-
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ment is not new. One does not need formal training to recognize
that without herbivores there would be no lions and that palm trees
cannot grow at the North Pole. Ecology did not emerge as an intel-
lectual concept and academic discipline, however, until the nine-
teenth century.

Darwin’s 1859 presentation of the evolutionary idea, with his
and others’ subsequent elaboration of it, is fundamental to the devel-
opment of ecological thinking. Although there were glimmerings
before 1859, it would be very difficult to form concepts of interrela-
tionships among organisms and with the environment without the
concept of change and adaptation that is the driving force in devel-

oping these relationships. The le: leading German proponent of Charles
Darwin’s organic evolution concept, Ernst Haeckel, proposed the
term Oekologie in 1866 and defined it as the comprehensive science
of the relationship of the organism to the environment. Even before
this codification, people such as the German Alexander von Hum-
boldt (1769-1859), and British investigators William MacGillivray
(1796-1852) and John G. Baker (1834-1920), had accomplished seri-
ous research into plant distribution relative to physical environ-
mental factors (Sheail 1987, 3).

By 1900, a number of people were practicing the new “science” of
ecology, although the results were often criticized for sloppiness and
lack of standards. In England, Arthur G. Tansley (1871-1955) set out
to improve this situation; he was abetted by Frederic E. Clements
(1874-1945) in the United States. Tansley established a journal, the
New Phytologist (literally “plant student”), in 1901 and then assisted
in forming the British Ecological Society in 1913. Its carefully refer-
eed journals continue to present the finest of ecologlcal research to-
day. Beginning in 1897, Clements published significant works on
American plant ecology, establishing high standards for such work
in the United States. The American Ecological Society formed in
1915 and began publishing its journal in 1920 (Sheail 1987, 16-42).
By the late 1930s, the emphasis of ecological thought and research
was on the relationship between organisms and the physical envi-
ronment, following the early motto of the American Ecological So-
ciety: “All forms of life in relation to environment.”

By the time Ed Ricketts studied with Warder C. Allee (1885-1955)



