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FOREWORD TO THE
SHORTER SIXTH EDITION

Reading is action. Even though it is often done quietly and alone, reading is
a profoundly social activity, and a vigorous and demanding one. There is noth-
ing passive about reading; it requires attention, energy, an act of will. Texts have
the potential for meaning, implication, response, and result; but the reader must
activate them, give them life, and turn them from quiet print into a lively inter-
play of ideas and feelings. Reading makes things happen, usually in the mind
and imagination, but sometimes in the larger world as well, for the process of
reading involves not just the consciousness of the self but an awareness of the
other —what is beyond the self. Reading doesn’t just happen to you; you have to
do it, and doing it involves decision, reaching out, discovery, awareness. Reading
is an act of power, and learning how to get the most out of its possibilities can
be an invigorating activity. For all its association with quietness, solitude, and
the sedentary life, reading involves—at its deepest level —action and interaction.

Through six editions, The Norton Introduction to Literature has been com-
mitted to helping students learn to read and enjoy literature. This edition, like
those before it, offers many different ways of building and reinforcing the skills
of reading; in addition to studying literature in terms of its elements, our book
now emphasizes reading works in different contexts—authorial, literary histori-
cal, and cultural —with the inclusion of seven Exploring Contexts Chapters, a
popular feature from the Regular Edition. Also, we have strengthened the con-
nection between reading and writing at several points throughout the book. The
introductory chapters to each genre—fiction, poetry, drama—first treat the read-
ing experience generally, then work to involve students in examining their own
responses as a first step toward writing about literature. New student papers,
roughly three for each genre, offer a variety of responses to selected writing
suggestions. And as in previous editions, we have provided many new selections.

But the Sixth Edition remains more than a grab-bag of good things to read.
The book offers in a single volume a complete course in reading and writing
about literature. It is both an anthology and a textbook —a teaching anthology—
for the indispensable course in which college student and college teacher begin
to read literature, and to write about it, seriously together.

The works are arranged in order to introduce a reader to the study of litera-
ture. Each genre is approached in three logical steps. Fiction, for example, is
introduced by Fiction: Reading, Responding, Writing which treats the purpose
and nature of fiction, the reading experience, and the first steps one takes to
begin writing about fiction. This is followed by the seven-chapter section called
Understanding the Text, in which stories are analyzed by questions of craft, the
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xxii v Foreword to the Shorter Sixth Edition

so-called elements of fiction; this section ends with a chapter entitled “The
Whole Text,” which makes use of all or most of the analytical aids offered in
the previous chapters, putting them together to see the work as a whole. The
third section, Exploring Contexts, suggests some ways of secing a work of litera-
ture interacting with its temporal and cultural contexts and reaching out beyond
the page.

The sections on reading, analyzing, and placing the work in context are
followed, in each genre, by guidance in taking that final and extremely difficult
step—evaluation. Evaluating Poetry, for example, discusses how one would go
about assessing the merits of two poems, not to offer definitive judgments, a
litmus test, or even a checklist or formula, but to show how one goes about
bringing to consciousness, defining, modifying, articulating, and negotiating
one’s judgments about a work of literature.

Ending each genre, Reading More — — is a reservoir of additional examples,
for independent study or a different approach. The book’s arrangement seeks to
facilitate the reader’s movement from narrower to broader questions, mirroring
the way people read —wanting to learn more as they experience more.

We offer a full section on Writing about Literature. In it we deal both with
the writing process as applied to literary works—choosing a topic, gathering
evidence, developing an argument, and so forth—and with the varieties of 2
reader’s written responses, from copying and paraphrasing to analysis and inter-
pretation: we explore not merely the hows, but the whats and whys as well.

In this section we also offer a discussion of critical approaches, designed to
provide the student with a basic overview of contemporary critical theory, as
well as an introduction to its terminology.

The Shorter Sixth Edition includes 39 stories, 8 of which are new; 263
poems, 51 of which are new; and 13 plays, 4 of which are new.

In fiction, we have added new stories by Margaret Atwood, Toni Cade Bam-
bara, Charles Baxter, Denise Chdvez, Kate Chopin, Ernest Hemingway, Yasu-
nari Kawabata, and Margaret Laurence.

The poetry section has been similarly infused with selections familiar and
fresh, with newly included works by Ai, Elizabeth Alexander, Agha Shahid Alj,
Anna Laetitia Barbauld, Elizabeth Bishop, Louise Bogan, Roo Borson, Emily
Bronté, Gwendolyn Brooks, Mary, Lady Chudleigh, Judith Ortiz Cofer, Wendy
Cope, H. D,, Rita Dove, T. S. Eliot, Louise Erdrich, Carolyn Forché, Thomas
Gray, Barbara Howes, Erica Jong, Irving Layton, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Erin
Mouré, Susan Musgrave, Katherine Philips, Alberto Alvaro Rios, Muriel
Rukeyser, Duncan Campbell Scott, Edmund Waller, and Walt Whitman,
among others.

New selections to the drama section include Anton Chekhov's The Cherry
Orchard, Marsha Norman’s Getting Out, Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion, and Soph-
ocles” Antigone.

Certain editorial procedures that proved their usefulness in earlier editions
have been retained. First of all, the works are annotated, as is customary in
Norton anthologies; the notes are informational and not interpretative, for the
aim is to help readers understand and appreciate the work, not to dictate a
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meaning or a response. In order to avoid giving the impression that all literature
was written at the same time, we have noted at the right margin after each
selection the date of first book publication (or, when preceded by a p, first peri-
odical publication or, when the date appears at the left margin, the year of
composition).

In all our work on this edition we have been guided by teachers in other
English departments and in our own, by students who wrote us as the authors
of the textbook they were using, and by those who were able to approach us after
class as their teachers: we hope that with such help we have been able to offer
you a solid and stimulating introduction to the experience of literature.

Acknowledgments We would like to thank our teachers, for their example
in the love of literature and in the art of sharing that love; our students, for their
patience as we are learning from them to be better teachers of literature; our
wives and children, for their understanding when the work of preparing this text
made us seem less than perfectly loving husbands and fathers.

We would also like to thank our colleagues, many of whom have taught our
book and evaluated our efforts, for their constant encouragement and enlighten-
ment. Of our colleagues at Emory University and the University of Chicago, we
would like especially to thank Jim Boyle, John Bugge, Louis Corrigan, William
B. Dillingham, Larry Eby, Mark Sanders, Ron Schuchard, Deborah Sitter, John
Sitter, Sally Wolff King and Emily Wright (Emory) and Jonathan Martin, Rob-
ert von Hallberg, Michelle Hawley, Anne Elizabeth Murdy, Janel Mueller,
Vicky Olwell, Richard Strier, and John Wright (Chicago). For their help in
selecting papers by student writers, we would like to thank Geneva Ballard,
Theresa Budniakiewicz, Rebecca S. Ries, and Avantika Rohatgi, of Indiana Uni-
versity— Purdue University at Indianapolis, and Thomas Miller, Tilly Warnock,
Lisa-Anne Culp, Loren Goodman, Brendan McBryde, and Ruthe Thompson,
at the University of Arizona. We also thank the students whose papers we
include: Daniel Bronson, Geoffrey Clement, Teri Garrity, Meaghan E. Parker,
Sara Rosen, Kimberly Smith, Thaddeus Smith, Jeanette Sperhac, and Caryl
Zook.

And we thank also Elizabeth Alkagond, Columbia College; M. Allen,
Bakersfield College; Marjorie Allen, LaSalle University; Preston Allen, Miami-
Dade Community College; Sally Allen, North Georgia College; Bruce Anawalt,
Washington State University; Anne Andrews, Mississippi State University;
Charles Angel, Bridgewater State College; Booker Anthony, Fayetteville State
University; Robert Arledge, Southern University at New Orleans; Michael Atkin-
son, University of Cincinnati; Janet Auten, American University; Sylvia Baer,
Gloucester County College; Raymond Bailey, Bishop State Community Col-
lege; Lee Baker, High Point College; Harold Bakst, Minneapolis Community
College; Nancy Barendse, Christopher Newport College; Chris Barkley, Palo-
mar College; Linda Barlow, Fayetteville State University; William Barnette,
Prestonsburg Community College; Dr. Barney, Citrus College; E. Barnton, Cal-
ifornia State University, Bakersfield; Harry E. Batty, University of Maine; Shawn
Beaty, Hokkaido University; Nancy Beers, Temple University; Linda Bensel-
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Meyers, University of Tennessee, Knoxville; Lawrence Berkoben, California
State University; Tracey Besmark, Ashland Community College; Barbara Bird,
St. Petersburg Community College; Lillian Bisson, Marymount College; Clark
Blaise, University of lowa; T. E. Blom, University of British Columbia; Roy L.
Bond, University of Texas at Dallas; Steven Bouler, Tuskegee University; Veleda
Boyd, Tarleton State University; Helen Bridge, Chabot College; Sandra Brim,
North Georgia College; Loretta Brister, Tarleton State University; Patrick Brod-
erick, Santa Rosa Junior College; Robert Brophy, California State University,
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ant, Colby College; Edward Burns, William Paterson College of New Jersey;
Daniel Cahill, University of Northern Iowa; Martha Campbell, St. Petersburg
Community College at Tarpon Springs; William Campbell, Monroe Commu-
nity College; D. Cano, Santa Monica Community College; Nathan Carb,
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College; Martha Carpentier, Seton Hall University; Anne Carr, Southeast Com-
munity College; Conrad Carroll, Northern Kentucky University; Gisela Cas-
ines, Florida International University; Ahwadhesh Chaudhary, Texas College;
Dr. Clark, Citrus College; John Clower, Indiana University—Purdue University
at Indianapolis; Steven Cole, Temple University; Cindy Collins, Fullerton Col-
lege; Kathleen Collins, Creighton University; Marianne Conroy, McGill Uni-
versity; Pat Conner, Memphis State University; Martha Cook, Longwood
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DiBona, North Carolina Central University; Sister Mary Colleen Dillon,
Thomas More College; Marvin Diogenes, University of Arizona; Frank Dobson,
Indiana University—Purdue University at Indianapolis; Minna Doskow, Rowan
College of New Jersey; Donald Dowdey, Virginia Wesleyan College; Bonnie
Duncan, Upper lowa University; Timothy Dykstal, Auburn University; Wayne
Eason, University of North Carolina at Charlotte; Paula Eckard, University of
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Eismann, Wake Forest University; Joyce Ellis, North Carolina Central Univer-
sity; Reed Ellis, St. John’s Community College; Peggy Endel, Florida Interna-
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