& Dictionary [

of

L Litera ry

= Biography

B \Olume
¢ American
= Colonial Writers,
s | lﬁOﬁ'WM




Dictionary of Literary Biography ¢ Volume Twenty-four

American Colonial Writers,
1606-1734

Edited by

Emory Elliott
Princeton Unzversity

A Bruccoli Clark Book
Gale Research Company « Book Tower « Detroit, Michigan 48226
1984



Advisory Board for
DICTIONARY OF LITERARY BIOGRAPHY

Louis S. Auchincloss
John Baker
D. Philip Baker
A. Walton Litz, Jr.
Peter S. Prescott
Lola L. Szladits
William Targ

Matthew J. Bruccoli and Richard Layman, Edstorial Directors
C. E. Frazer Clark, Jr., Managing Editor

Manufactured by Edwards Brothers, Inc.
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Printed in the United States of America

Copyright © 1984
GALE RESEARCH COMPANY

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Main entry under tide:

American colonial writers, 1606-1734.

(Dictionary of literary biography; v. 24)

“A Bruccoli Clark book.”

Includes index.

I. American literature—Colonial period, ca. 1600-
1775—History and criticism. 2. American literature—
Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775—Bio-bibliography. 3. Au-
thors, American—Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775—
Biography—Dictionaries. 1. Ellioit, Emory, 1942- 11. Series.
PS185.A39 1983 810°.9'001 83-20577
ISBN 0-8103-1703-6




Plan of the Series

... Almost the most prodigious asset of a country, and
perhaps its most precious possession, is its native literary
product —when that product is fine and noble and endur-

ing.
Mark Twain#*

The advisory board, the editors, and the pub-
lisher of the Dictionary of Literary Biography are
joined in endorsing Mark Twain’s declaration. The
literature of a nation provides an inexhaustible re-
source of permanent worth. It is our expectation
that this endeavor will make literature and its
creators better understood and more accessible to
students and the literate public, while satisfying the
standards of teachers and scholars.

To meet these requirements, literary biography
has been construed in terms of the author’s
achievement. The most important thing about a
writer is his writing. Accordingly, the entries in DLB
are career biographies, tracing the development of
the author’s canon and the evolution of his reputa-
tion.

The publication plan for DLB resulted from
two years of preparation. The project was proposed
to Bruccoli Clark by Frederick G. Ruffner, presi-
dent of the Gale Research Company, in November
1975. After specimen entries were prepared and
typeset, an advisory board was formed to refine the
entry format and develop the series rationale. In
meetings held during 1976, the publisher, series
editors, and advisory board approved the scheme
for a comprehensive biographical dictionary of per-
sons who contributed to North American literature.
Editorial work on the first volume began in January
1977, and it was published in 1978.

In order to make DLB more than a reference
tool and to compile volumes that individually have
claim to status as literary history, it was decided to
organize volumes by topic or period or genre.
Each of these freestanding volumes provides a bio-
graphical-bibliographical guide and overview for a
particular area of literature. We are convinced that
this organization—as opposed to a single alphabet
method —constitutes a valuable innovation in the
presentation of reference material. The volume

*From an unpublished section of Mark Twain’s autobiography,
copyright © by the Mark Twain Company.
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plan necessarily requires many decisions for the
placement and treatment of authors who might
properly be included in two or three volumes. In
some instances a major figure will be included in
separate volumes, but with different entries em-
phasizing the aspect of his career appropriate to
each volume. Ernest Hemingway, for example, is
represented in American Writers in Paris, 1920-1939
by an entry focusing on his expatriate appren-
ticeship; he is also in American Novelists, 1910-1945
with an entry surveying his entire career. Each vol-
ume includes a cumulative index of subject authors.
The final DLB volume will be a comprehensive
index to the entire series.

With volume ten in 1982 it was decided to
enlarge the scope of DLB beyond the literature of
the United States. By the end of 1983 twelve vol-
umes treating British literature had been published,
and volumes for Commonwealth and Modern
European literature were in progress. The series
has been further augmented by the DLB Yearbooks
(since 1981) which update published entries and
add new entries to keep the DLB current with con-
temporary activity. There have also been occasional
DLB Documentary Series volumes which provide bio-
graphical and critical background source materials
for figures whose work is judged to have particular
interest for students. One of these companion vol-
umes is entirely devoted to Tennessee Williams.

The purpose of DLB is not only to provide
reliable information in a convenient format but also
to place the figures in the larger perspective of
literary history and to offer appraisals of their ac-
complishments by qualified scholars.

We define literature as the intellectual commerce
of a nation: not merely as belles lettres, but as that
ample and complex process by which ideas are gen-
erated, shaped, and transmitted. DLB entries are
not limited to “creative writers” but extend to other
figures who in this time and in this way influenced
the mind of a people. Thus there will be volumes for
historians, journalists, publishers, and screenwrit-
ers. By this means readers of DLB may be aided to
perceive literature not as cult scripture in the keep-
ing of cultural high priests, but as at the center of a
nation’s life.

DLB includes the major writers appropriate to
each volume and those standing in the ranks im-
mediately behind them. Scholarly and critical coun-
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sel has been sought in deciding which minor figures
to include and how full their entries should be.
Wherever possible, useful references will be made
to figures who do not warrant separate entries.

Each DLB volume has a volume editor respon-
sible for planning the volume, selecting the figures
for inclusion, and assigning the entries. Volume
editors are also responsible for preparing, where
appropriate, appendices surveying the major
periodicals and literary and intellectual movements
for their volumes, as well as lists of further readings.
Work on the series as a whole is coordinated at the
Bruccoli Clark editorial center in Columbia, South
Carolina, where the editorial staff is responsible for
the accuracy of the published volumes.

One feature that distinguishes DLB is the il-
lustration policy —its concern with the iconography
of literature. Just as an author is influenced by his
surroundings, so is the reader’s understanding of
the author enhanced by a knowledge of his envi-
ronment. Therefore DLB volumes include not only
drawings, paintings, and photographs of authors,
often depicting them at various stages in their
careers, but also illustrations of their families and
places where they lived. Title pages are regularly
reproduced in facsimile along with dust jackets for
modern authors. The dust jackets are a special fea-
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ture of DLB because they often document better
than anything else the way in which an author’s
work was launched in its own time. Specimens of the
writers’ manuscripts are included when feasible.

A supplement to DLB —tentatively titled A
Guide, Chronology, and Glossary for American Litera-
ture —will outline the history of literature in North
America and trace the influences that shaped it.
This volume will provide a framework for the study
of American literature by means of chronological
tables, literary affiliation charts, glossarial entries,
and concise surveys of the major movements. It has
been planned to stand on its own as a vade mecum,
providing a ready-reference guide to the study of
American literature as well as a companion to the
DLB volumes for American literature.

Samuel Johnson rightly decreed that “The
chief glory of every people arises from its authors.”
The purpose of the Dictionary of Literary Biography is
to compile literary history in the surest way available
to us—Dby accurate and comprehensive treatment
of the lives and work of those who contributed to it.

The DLB Advisory Board



Foreword

Since the early nineteenth century, when the
first literary histories of the American colonies and
the early United States began to be produced, critics
and historians have bemoaned the thinness of the
early American literary heritage. With some embar-
rassment over the crudeness of American writings
compared to the grace of the contemporary works
of the English and Scottish poets, commentators
provided a set of excuses to explain why Americans
had failed as literary artists. One argument was that
the colonists had been too busy clearing a wilderness
and establishing laws, governments, schools, and
commerce to devote time and energies to belles
lettres. Another was that Puritanism was such a
powerful force in the culture that its dictates against
the indulgence of the imagination and toward
utilitarianism suppressed aesthetic achievement
and encouraged only literature of the most pedes-
trian and didactic form. The reasoning followed
that since the clergy often controlled the presses in
New England and were the masters of the written
word, the sermon was the only literary form to
reach the public in the Northern colonies. To ac-
count for the paucity of literary production in the
middle colonies and the South, there was the ready
explanation that the climate and geography did not
favor the creation of cultural centers or energetic
literary output. And when these excuses were not
enough, there was always the plea that the vast
majority of the colonists were illiterate, poor people
who were outcasts of Europe. So convincing was this
set of descriptions that many generations of Ameri-
cans were taught that American literature really
began with the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson and
the tales of Hawthorne and Melville.

Not until the second and third decades of this
century was this interpretation of the American
literary past seriously called into question. In the
1930s four great teacher-scholars —Thomas John-
son, Perry Miller, Samuel Eliot Morison, and Ken-
neth Murdock —began to reassess the writings of
seventeenth-century New England by examining
them in their aesthetic and religious contexts. The
literary merits of both the early sermons and other
forms of writing, such as autobiographies, histories,
diaries, and elegies, became more apparent in light
of this more sophisticated historical understanding.
At the same time the discovery of the poetry of
Edward Taylor led to a revision of the image of the
Puritan minister and a greater appreciation of the

xiii

imaginative range of the Puritan mind. Under the
direction of these and a growing number of scholars
of colonial American literature, there began a reas-
sessment of the literature of colonial New England
that continues today. Almost concurrent with these
discoveries has been a significant effort to unearth,
catalogue, and evaluate the literary production of
the Southern and middle colonies. Through the
painstaking and persistent work of such prominent
scholars as Richard Beale Davis, Lewis Leary, J. A.
Leo Lemay, and Harrison Messerole, a host of early
American poets and men of letters have been recov-
ered from historical obscurity. Even after complet-
ing his monumental three-volume history of South-
ern literature, Davis was still at work in the last
weeks of his life in the archives of small local librar-
ies in the Carolinas discovering early Southern
poetry and published sermons. The result of all this
remarkable scholarly achievement is that we now
have a wealth of materials and a much more com-
plete understanding of the complex nature of the
literary achievement of the colonial writers.

Through the three volumes of DLB devoted to
early American writing, of which this is the first, we
hope to accomplish at least two important goals.
First, to provide treatments of the lives and works of
the major figures of the period, such as the Mathers,
Bradstreet, Taylor, and Edwards, which are in-
formed by the most recent critical interpretations of
the works. Second, we wish to preserve in these
volumes the sometimes fragmentary knowledge we
currently have of some of the more elusive figures
of our literary past. This volume necessarily con-
tains a number of quite brief entries because, at
present, we may know only that a certain writer
produced one fine poem or a handful of sermons.
More information about these writers and evidence
of other works may emerge in the years to come,
particularly if this reference work stimulates others
to follow up the available evidence recorded here.
With the exception of the bibliographies for In-
crease and Cotton Mather, whose published works
number in the hundreds, the lists of books at the
beginnings of entries include all the authors’ sepa-
rate publications, excluding broadsides, the most
ephemeral pamphlets, and works of doubtful at-
tribution. While original spellings have been pre-
served, idiosyncrasies of colonial typography, such
as the swash s, have not.

The enthusiasm with which the contributors
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to this volume welcomed the opportunity to investi-
gate and present the lives and writings of the au-
thors who appear in these pages has been typical of
the liveliness, even zeal, that has characterized the
work in the field of early American literature in the
last three or four decades. After the groundbreak-
ing work of the scholars of the 1930s and 1940s,
there followed two generations of scholars who
have taken up the challenge of rewriting the literary
history of early America and putting to rest the
myths and rationalizations that served for over a

Xiv

century to explain the alleged lack of a heritage
where, in fact, a rich and complex imaginative life
remained to be discovered and explored. Though
the list of those who have labored in this effortis a
long and distinguished one, I have chosen to dedi-
cate this volume to a few of the leading scholars who
seem to me to have played, in the last twenty years,
most significant roles in stimulating and furthering
our study and appreciation of seventeenth-century
American literature.

~Emory Ellott
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Dictionary of Literary Biography

James Alexander
(1691-2 April 1756)

John R. Holmes
Kent State University

BOOKS: The Arguments of the Council for the
Defendent, In Support of A Plea to the
Jurisdiction, Pleaded to a Bill filed in a Course
of equity, At the suit of The Attorney General,
Complainant, Against Rip Van Dam, Defen-
dant, In the Supream Court of New-York, by
Alexander and William Smith (New York:
Printed by John Peter Zenger, 1733);

The Proceedings of Rip Van Dam, Esq; In order for
obtaining Equal Justice of His Excellency
William Cosby, Esq., by Alexander and Smith
(New York: Printed by John Peter Zenger,
1733);

The Vindication of James Alexander, One of Hus
Majesty’s Council for the Province of New-
York, and of William Smith, Attorney at Law,
From the Matters charged and suggested against
them in two Pamphlets lately published . . ., by
Alexander and Smith (New York: Printed by
John Peter Zenger, 1734);

The Complaint of James Alexander and William
Smith to the Committee of the General
Assembly of the Colony of New-York, &c., by
Alexander and Smith (New York: Printed by
John Peter Zenger, 1735);

A Brief Narrative of the Case and Tryal of John Peter
Zenger, Printer of the New-York Weekly Jour-
nal . . . (New York: Printed by John Peter
Zenger, 1736);

A bill in the Chancery of New-Jersey. At the suit of
John, Earl of Stair, and others, Proprieters of
the Eastern Division of New Jersey .. ., by
Alexander and Joseph Murray (New York:
Printed & sold by James Parker, 1747).

James Alexander, a colonial New York attorney

James Alexander

and statesman, was a contributor to and editor of the
New York Weekly Journal. He is of literary interest
primarily for his lifelong advocacy of freedom of the
press, particularly in the celebrated libel trial of New
York printer John Peter Zenger. His political prose
anticipates that of Paine, Jefferson, and Hamilwon,
and his A Brief Narrative of the Case and Tryal of
John Peter Zenger . . . (1736), which went through
fifteen editions in both New York and London by
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1800, has been called by Charles R. Hildeburn “‘the
most famous publication in America before the
Farmer’s Lettevs.”

Born in the village of Muthill in Pertshire,
Scotland, son of David Alexander, James Alexander
was to become the seventh Earl of Stirling, though
he never claimed the title. Alexander studied science
and mathematics at Edinburgh and joined the
Scottish army as engineering officer in the unsuc-
cessful Jacobite uprising of 1715. When the Scots
forces were routed by the British, Alexander fled to
Devon, where his cousin Henry, fifth Earl of
Stirling, arranged his passage to America. He
arrived at New York on 17 August 1715, and by
November he had obtained a position as surveyor-
general of New Jersey. He began studying law in
1718, serving as court recorder in Perth Amboy, New
Jersey, as well as becoming deputy secretary of New
York. Such double duty was fairly common: New
York and New Jersey were not totally separate
political entities at that time, sharing a governor and
several administrative offices between them. In
March of 1719 he moved to New York to oversee the
surveying of its border with New Jersey; later that
year he was admitted to the Council of New York as
deputy clerk.

In 1721 he married Polly Spratt, widow of the
Dutch merchant David Provoost, with whom she
had two children. With Alexander she had five
children in the next five years; the last, born in 1726,
was their first and only son, William. Named after
the first Earl of Stirling, court poet to James I and
Charles [, William was (o become the eighth Farl of
Stirling and a general of the American Revolution-
ary Army.

James Alexander was admitted to the bar in
1728 and named attorney general for the province of
New Jersey and member of the Council of New
Jersey. In October he was named naval officer to the
New York Council, where he defended the rights of
colonists to trade with the Indians and the French,
rights which had been suspended by Governor
William Burnet (who served from 1720 to 1728) to
protect the trade of London merchants. This defense
was the first of Alexander's attempts to limit the
powers of the colonial governor, and his first victory:
the Privy Council in London accepted Alexander’s
recommendations and issued a Royal Instruction
prohibiting governors [rom ‘“‘assenting to private
bills.” In the ensuing years, however, Alexander
came to realize that further victories could not be
gained without comprehensive legal reform. In 1725
he made a formal motion in council for such a
reform in order to place more control of the courts in
the Provincial Assembly and less in the hands of the

governor. The motion made liule progress in the
council but was picked up by the assembly, which
moved to abolish the Court of Chancery. On 25
November 1727, when the resolution was presented
to Governor Burnet, he dissolved the assembly. Such
a furor resulted that the colonial authorities were
obliged to remove Burnet in March 1728. The new
governor, John Montgomerie, avoided Burnet’s
excesses, but such discretion was the result of a
change of administration, not of law: the potential
for gubernatorial abuses of court remained, and in
Governor William Cosby that potential  was
realized. It was during Cosby's administration (1732-
1736) that Alexander’'s most heated opposition
appeared—as well as his most powerful prose.

The firstissue to reunite the opposition against
Cosby was that of “Van Dam’s salary.” When
Montgomerie died on 1 July 1731, Rip Van Dam, as
senior councilman of New York, assumed the office
until Cosby’s arrival. When he reached New York in
August 1732, Cosby demanded half of Van Dam’s
interim salary and used his own appointees in the
New York Supreme Court to sue for it. Alexander,
along with William Smith, took up Van Dam’s legal
defense, filing a 1 February 1733 rule declaring the
supreme court invalid. When 1t came hefore the
grand jury on 9 April, Chief Justice Lewis Morris
agreed, affirming that the court had no jurisdiction
in equity; Cosby had Morris removed from office.
This action gave the opposition party their leader,
Morrs, and another complaint against Cosby.
Alexander became the party spokesman in court and
in the press. He had been having articles published
in the New York Gazette, but he found its editor,
Francis Harison, to be a de facto censor for Cosby.
Finding printer John Peter Zenger sympathetic to
the opposition, Alexander published the proceedings
of Van Dam’s trial at Zenger's press. On 5 November,
following an overwhelming Morrisite victory in the
assembly elections, Alexander launched the party’s
newspaper, the New York Weekly Journal, from
Zenger's press. It was the first politically and
editorially independent paper in America. The best
pieces in it were Alexander’s editorials on freedom of
the press, offering the legal and philosophical basis
for opposing the governor. Arguing that the paper
defamed his administration and, therefore, threat-
ened public order, Cosby tried on 15 January 1734 to
gain indictments for seditious libel against the
publishers through James De Lancey, who had
replaced Morris as chief justice: the grand jury
refused to grant them.

A threatening letter placed on Alexander’s
doorstep on Friday evening, 1 February, gave the
journal editor a chance to respond more openly than
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in his unsigned editorials. Identifying the hand-
writing as that of rival editor and Cosbyite Francis
Harison, Alexander ordered a council investigation,
and printed the proceedings and his own account as
a pamphlet, The Vindication of James Alexander . ..
(1734).

Failing in a second attempt to gain a grand jury
indictment, De Lancey went to the council and
succeeded in having Zenger arrested as the Journal's
printer on 17 November 1784. Alexander continued
to publish the paper while he and Smith defended
Zenger in the celebrated case. As in the Van Dam
case, Alexander’s bold strategy was to challenge the
legality of the court. When Smith and Alexander
refused to retract the protest, De Lancey cited them
for contempt and had them disbarred on 16 April
1735. The Complaint of James Alexander and
William Smith . . . (1735) is a record of their final
address to the court. Zenger was acquitted on 4
August 1735 through the efforts of Philadelphia
lawyer Andrew Hamilton, though the defense had
been prepared by Alexander, who recorded it in 4
Brief Narrative of the Case and Tryal of John Petey
Zenger, Printer of the New-York Weekly Jour-
nal ... (1736).

Cosby died the following March, and Alexander
was returned to the bar, though he continued to meet
opposition from subsequent governors for the rest of
his career. Reelected to the council in 1737, he led an
opposition party majority in the General Assembly.
Attacks on A Brief Narrative of the Case and Tryalof
John Peter Zenger . . . appearing in July of that year
occasioned one of Alexander’s [inest defenses of a
free press, which appeared in Benjamin Franklin’s
Pennsylvania Gazette (17 November-8 December
1737). This association with Franklin led to Alex-
ander’s charter membership in the American
Philosophical Society when it was founded in 1744.
Alexander was also instrumental in legal action that
led to the rejection of New Jersey’s territorial claims
against New York (1748), in raising funds (1751) to
establish King’s College (now Columbia University),
in preventing his old enemy (now governor) James
De Lancey from dissolving the Council of New York
(1753), and 1in several unsuccessful attempts to secure
religious freedom for disenfranchised Quakers,

Jews, and Roman Cathotics. He died in Albany
while working on a tax bill to pay the colony’s debts.

Recent historians have pointed out that the
Zenger case set no legal precedent, and that virtually
every practice that Alexander opposed continued
after his death. No later political prose was demon-
strably indebted to Alexander’s, but he kept alive in
print and in court the Lockean language of
individual rights that was the foundation of the
political writings of the American Revolution.
James Alexander’s contribution to American litera-
ture goes beyond his own writings, however: as
editor of the New York Weekly Journal he offered a
forum for local rhymesters and saurists. Much of the
verse was doggerel-verse propaganda, but a few of
the anonymous contributors were competent versi-
fiers, and some mock advertisements, interviews,
and letters to the editor were fine pieces of satire.
Alexander also reprinted the best of the British
periodical literature in the Journal when it sup-
ported his own views, particularly the Spectator
essays of Addison and Steele and Cato’s Letters of
Gordon and Trenchard. Both of these were models
for Alexander’s own essays in the Journal. In these
cditorials, in his pamphlets, and in editing the
works of other writers, James Alexander provided
the first independent journalism in America.
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