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Phere are over twenty million ethnic Chinese living
abroad. Due to their importance in the economic,
political and cultural spheres in their host countries as
well as their contributions to their motherland, various
studies on their history and present situation have been
done by so many Chinese and foreign scholars.

However. this descriptive dictionary is the first
comprehensive and complete reference book on overseas
Chinese affairs and studies ever been published. It offers
7093 entries, falling into seventeer categories: general
survey of overseas Chinese and Chinatowns; historical
sites : cultural relics and famous constructions; historical
figures: mass organizations; economic establishments ;
«chools and educational institutions; cultural institutions
and welfare facilities ; political parties and organizations ;
historical events and activities; law, decrees and
regulations ; treaties and agreements; government
apparatus, systems and official positions; historical
documents; newspapers and magazines; academic works
and theories: and special terms and phrases. It is,
therefore. a helpful and practical guide book for those
who are interested in overseas Chinese affairs and

studies.

Our forty contributors, including professors and
lecturers of Peking University, Peking Normal
University. Xiamen University, Zhongshan (Sun
Yatsen) University, Jinan University, Shanghai Normal
University, Jilin Academy of Social Sciences and China
Institute of Overseas Chinese Historical Studies, are
well-known scholars and experts who have written many
hooks and essays on this subject.

e dictionary entries are arranged according to the
strokes of Chinese character, with a classified index to

facilitate the reader in consulting.
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