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ABSTRACT

The core of the military modernization lies in the modernization
of the soldier quality. This dissertatton focuses on the sense of soldier
quality in the last years of the Qing Dynasty with a view to revealing
the relations between the sense of soldier quality and military
evolution, and to deepening the understanding of the laws of force
building.

Having looked into the awkward predicament in which the
Chinese traditional sense of soldier quality was placed in modern
times, the author points out that the traditional sense of soldier quality
originated in the Cold Steel period cannot fully ineet the needs of
wars and force building in modern times. The flasco of the Qing
Dynasty in the Opium War revealed the necessity to improve its
soldier quality, which, however, the Qing Dynasty failed to realize up
to the eve of the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. The defeats of the
Qing Dynasty in the war of 1894-1895 inade the issue of solider
quality become the focus of attention for all walks of the society.
People began to further deepen the understanding of improvement on
soldier quality, and put forward some new criteria and new ways of
thinking. This change was a part of the military modernization and in
turn promoted the developmnent of other aspects of the military
modemization, and it played an important role in improving the
entire soldier quality and the New Army's combat capability in the
final years of the Qing Dynasty. The author finally sums up the
evolution and influence of the sense of soldier quality m the last years
of the Qing Dynasty from the aspects of the importance, arduousness
and regularity so as to offer some theoretical reference for today's
force building.
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